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Action Taken ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting Date:   July 8, 2020 
General Plan Element: Land Use  
General Plan Goal:  Create a sense of community through land uses 
 
ACTION 

Medical Marijuana Text Amendment 
1-TA-2020 
 

Request to consider the following: 

1. A recommendation to City Council regarding a request by applicant  to amend the City of 
Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance (Ord. 455) for the purpose of amending Section 1.403.M.1.g to 
change the allowed hours of operation for medical marijuana uses from 6:00 AM to 7:00 PM to 
6:00 AM to 10:00 PM. 

Goal/Purpose of Request 
The applicant’s request is to amend the Conditional Use Permit criteria for medical marijuana (MM) 
uses to allow for extended hours of operation. 

Key Items for Consideration  
• Consistency with State Law 

• Many surrounding cities allow medical marijuana uses to operate until 9:00 PM or 10:00 PM 
daily 

• Public Comment received (Refer to Attachment 2) 

OWNER 

Steve White 
(480) 417-6781 

APPLICANT CONTACT 

Lauren Niehaus 
Harvest House of Cannabis 
303-827-9039 
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LOCATION 

Citywide 

BACKGROUND 

In 2011, the City of Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance was amended in response to the Arizona Medical 
Marijuana Act (Proposition 203), which legalized the use of marijuana (or cannabis) for medical 
purposes only (8-TA-2010).  How MM is regulated varies from city to city.  In the case of Scottsdale, 
it was determined that MM uses only be permitted in three zoning districts:  Commercial Office (C-
O), Light Industrial (I-1) and Special Campus (S-C), and that a Conditional Use Permit be required to 
locate in any of these three districts.  Presently, there are five MM uses operating in Scottsdale:  
four dispensaries and one cultivation facility. 
 
Shortly after the original ordinance was adopted, an amendment was approved in 2012 (8-TA-
2010#2) in response to knowledge gained through implementation of the original ordinance.  This 
amendment consolidated all MM uses into one use category and expanded the list of protected 
uses.  A third amendment was approved in 2016 (8-TA-2010#3) that further expanded the list of 
protected uses and increased the previously established separation requirements for new MM uses 
established after September 30, 2016.          
 
Other Related Policies, References: 
• Zoning Ordinance 

• 8-TA-2010:  Approved original MM ordinance 

• 8-TA-2010#2:  Amended MM ordinance to consolidate all MM uses into one category and 
expanded list of protected uses 

• 8-TA-2010#3:  Amended MM ordinance to expand list of protected uses and increase separation 
requirements established after September 30, 2016 

• Arizona Revised Statutes, Title 36, Chapter 28.1 

• Arizona Department of Health Services, Title 9, Chapter 17 

APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL 

The applicant seeks to amend the MM ordinance, specifically the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
criteria spelled out in Section 1.403.M.1.g of the Zoning Ordinance to expand the permitted hours of 
operation from 6:00 AM-7:00 PM to 6:00 AM-10:00 PM for MM uses established prior to September 
30, 2016.  The applicant cites in their narrative the fact that State law already permits MM uses to 
operate until 10:00 PM, and most of the surrounding communities, in accordance with State law, 
allow MM uses to operate until 9:00 or 10:00 PM.  The applicant also states the expanded hours of 
operation are necessary to accommodate patients who work later hours (past 7:00 PM), and to 
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prevent patients from having to travel to an adjacent jurisdiction where dispensaries are open past 
7:00 PM.  No other amendments to the CUP criteria are proposed.        

IMPACT ANALYSIS 

Public Safety 
The Scottsdale Police Department expressed some concern about the later hours of operation, 
primarily due to the remote location of these facilities; however, in general there are no objections 
to the proposed amendment.   

Community Involvement 
The City’s Text Amendment Interested Parties List was notified of the request.  Additionally, the 
applicant sent written notification to property owners within 750 feet of their location (15190 N. 
Hayden Road), published an 1/8-page add in the Daily Independent and held a pair of Open Houses.  
The first Open House was held on 3/3/2020 at the Residence Inn North Scottsdale, located at 17011 
N. Scottsdale Road from 5:30-8:00 PM, and the second Open House was held on 3/4/2020 at the 
Courtyard Scottsdale Old Town, located at 3311 N. Scottsdale Road from 5:30-8:00PM.  Per the 
applicant’s report, there no attendees at either Open House.  Staff has received public comment 
related to this request.    

Policy Implications 
• Expanded hours of operation may increase convenience for patients and reduce the need for 

additional dispensaries in Scottsdale in the future.  

• There are four existing MM dispensaries established prior to September 30, 2016, that will 
require an amendment to the Conditional Use Permit(s) to take advantage of longer hours of 
operation. 

• Aligns Scottsdale’s ordinance with surrounding communities and State law.    

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended Approach:  
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission determine that the proposed zoning text 
amendment is consistent with and conforms to the adopted General Plan and make a 
recommendation to City Council for approval.   

RESPONSIBLE DEPARTMENT 

Planning and Development Services 
Current Planning Services 
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STAFF CONTACT 

Greg Bloemberg 
Senior Planner 
480-312-4306 
E-mail: gbloemberg@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
 
 

APPROVED BY 

 

 
________________________________________________  _____________________________ 
Greg Bloemberg, Report Author Date 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________  _____________________________ 
Tim Curtis, AICP, Current Planning Director 
480-312-4210, tcurtis@scottsdaleaz.gov 

Date 

 
 
________________________________________________  _____________________________ 
Randy Grant, Executive Director 
Planning and Development Services 
480-312-2664, rgrant@scottsdaleaz.gov 

Date 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Proposed Text Amendment 
1A. Applicant’s Narrative 
2. Community Involvement 
3. Current MM Use Location Map 
4. City Notification Map 
























































































	ADPC330.tmp
	Lauren Niehaus Harvest House of Cannabis 303-827-9039
	1. Proposed Text Amendment
	2. Community Involvement





