
22. DRB Application Narrative for Ashler Hills Park

Application is seeking approval to construct a Neighborhood Park on City of Scottsdale owned property 
located on Ashler Hills Drive at 74th Way. 

This project was funded in the 2019 Bond Election as Question 1, Project 55, Build a 17-Acre 
Neighborhood Park at Ashler Hills Drive and 74th Way. 

Planned elements of the 17-acre park include: 

• More than 9 acres of undeveloped natural area open space
• Preservation of large desert washes and specimen saguaros
• Sustainable design including rainwater harvesting and native revegetation
• Shaded playground
• Adult exercise equipment
• Restrooms
• Lighted Sport Courts (basketball and pickleball)
• Open turf play areas
• Walking Paths and Trails
• Lighted Parking (70 spaces)

Ashler Hills Park has been thoughtfully designed to minimize site disturbance and to blend into the site’s 
natural desert environs through careful site planning and desert responsive architecture.  The design 
meets or exceeds all goals and standards of the Scottsdale Desert Parks Design Guidelines, responds to 
the Sonoran Desert environment, as specified in the Sensitive Design Principles and conforms to the 
recommendations and guidelines in the Environmentally Sensitive lands (ESL) Ordinance.  

Due to existing drainage and access issues, the majority of the park improvements will be located on the 
southern half of the property and the northern half will maintained primarily as Natural Area Open 
Space and will be accessible only by pedestrian walking trails.   

Based on finding of the Traffic Report and per recommendations from COS Traffic engineers, vehicular 
access will be limited to one entry to be located at the southwest corner of the property to minimize 
drive distances.  An existing traffic circle will be removed at this location and a new left hand turn lane 
will be incorporated to promote safety and convenience. 

Open play turf areas are limited and situated adjacent to the playground and areas of high public use.  
The remainder of the site within the zone of disturbance will be revegetated utilizing a strict palette of 
drought tolerant and native plant materials.  Two large 404 washes will be protected in place to 
preserve the natural site drainage patterns and associated plant materials.  State-of-the art lighting 
systems will be utilized that will minimize potential for neighborhood impact and which will significantly 
reduce long term maintenance and energy costs. 

Per the COS Desert Park Guidelines, the proposed sport courts are located far from adjacent residences 
and are situated at the lower topographic side of the site and are screened using a dark natural steel 
mesh fence. 
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Ordinances, Master Plans, General Plan and Standards 

The improvements have been designed per all DS&PM requirements and provide generous setbacks 
from adjacent residential neighborhood to minimize potential noise or light spill.  Proposed materials 
were selected to blend into the natural desert setting and provide minimal ongoing maintenance 
exceeding the standards of the COS Sensitive Design Program and Desert Park Guidelines.   

Architectural Character, Landscaping and Site Design 

The project site is zoned R-5 ESL.   The project has been designed to meet or exceed all ESL 
requirements and criteria including preservation of significant washes and drainage, preservation of 
significant native plant materials and creation of extensive NAOS tracts on the northern half of the 
property. 

The main architectural feature will be a large shade structure that will span over the restroom and 
playground area to provide critical year-round shade.  The structures are designed to be constructed 
primarily from natural steel (rusted) and concrete in order to blend into the desert setting and to 
minimize ongoing maintenance requirements.  A steel entry bridge will span the preserved 404 wash, 
creating a formal entry from the parking area into the park. See architectural elevations and materials 
board. 

Landscaping will be comprised primarily of native plant materials including Foothill Palo Verde and 
Native Mesquite trees, saguaro and barrel cacti and creosote, jojoba and bursage.  All native to the site.  
Additional accent materials including specimen cacti will be strategically located at the rainwater 
harvesting gardens north of the shade pavilion.  Two medium sized turf areas are centralized within the 
park and both natural turf (north section) and artificial turf (south section) are under consideration. 

The lighted sport courts are located along the west property line at lower topography, in order to have 
the potential noise and lights as far away for adjacent residential development as possible.  In this 
location there will be no visible light from the fully shielded cut-off sport light fixtures.  The approved 
sport courts include eight pickleball courts and one basketball court. 

Hardscape materials include sand finished concrete and stabilized decomposed granite for pedestrian 
and maintenance vehicles.  Cast in place concrete seat walls and benches are strategically located at 
the sport courts and adjacent to the expansive shaded playground area. 

Ingress, Egress, On-site Circulation, Parking and Pedestrians 

The adjacent Ashler Hills Drive and 74th Way are fully improved including public sidewalks and utilities.  
These facilities will be maintained in place.  The park entry location has been coordinated with COS 
Traffic Engineer and is situated at the southwest corner of the property.  The parking lot is configured 
with a two-way drive, per minimum fire department standards and consists of 70 total spaces including 
three ADA stalls.  The parking quantity exceeds minimum zoning standards and are per COS Parks and 
Recreation requirements.  All vehicular traffic (except COS maintenance) is kept south of the 404 wash, 
in order to keep the wash as undisturbed as possible.  ADA standard pedestrian circulation is provided 
throughout including direct connections to existing sidewalk at Ashler Hills Drive and parking lot.   



A pedestrian only walking trail is configured as a loop through the northern half of the site and connects 
the park to the adjacent neighborhoods.  This path will be decomposed granite as a designated trail.   

Mechanical and Utility Equipment 

There will be no HVAC mechanical on the project.  The project will tie into the existing utilities including 
electrical transformers located in the existing PUE along 74th Way.  As such, there will be no new above 
ground utility equipment required. 
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Five 8’x20’ shade screens, 11-gauge steel



 

 
 
Mary Bates Neubauer 
#3 North Bullmoose Circle 
Chandler, Arizona 85224 
 
 
October 18, 2022 
 
 
Dear Mary, 
 
I am writing to provide written confirmation of Scottsdale Public Art’s support for the public art 
concept design for the Ashler Hills Neighborhood Park you developed and presented at the 
meeting on October 17, 2022.  

The art concept design has been approved by the Scottsdale Public Art Advisory Board. We very 
much look forward to continuing to work with you for this project. 

 
Sincerely, 

        

Jennifer Gill 
Assistant Director for Canal Convergence 
Scottsdale Public Art         
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