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Needs a:      New Project Number, or
A New Phase to an old Project Number:__________________

Official Use: 
City Staff Contact: __________________________________              Staff Signature: ____________________________________ 
Phone:  ___________________________________________             Email:  ____________________________________________

Completed Application (this form) and Application 
 Fee – $ _________ (fee subject to change every July)

Exterior Lighting – provide cut sheets, details and photometrics 
for any proposed lighting.

Copy of Liquor License Application (for all bars or
restaurants patio applications)

Affidavit of Authority to Act for Property Owner, letter of 
authorization, or signature below

Narrative – describing nature of request IgCC Requirements (see attached checklist)

Request for Site Visits and/or Inspections form Cross Sections – for all cuts and fills applications

Signed Owner Certification Acknowledging Receipt
of Notice of Right to Appeal Exactions and Dedications

Conceptual Grading & Drainage Plan – show existing, proposed 
drainage flows, channels, retention, etc.

Elevation Drawings or Color Photo simulations – of 
additions, buildings, or other changes with materials and 
colors noted and keyed

Floor Plan(s) – show additions, alterations, or new structures.  
Floor plans shall be dimensioned and clearly delineate existing 
and proposed construction. 

Material Samples – color chips, awning fabric, glazing, etc. Airport Vicinity Development Checklist

Site plan indicate the extent and location of additions, 
buildings and other structures, dimensions of existing and 
proposed structures, sidewalks, and/or driveways as well 
as any required setbacks.

Landscape Plan – indicate location of existing and new plants, 
location and dimension of paving, a plant palette with names, 
symbols, sizes, spacing & quantities, and open space/landscaping 
calculations.

Homeowners or Property Owners Association Approval Request to Submit Concurrent Development Applications

Color photographs of site – include area of request Other: _______________________________________________

Submittal Requirements: 
Please submit materials requested below. All digital files must be uploaded in PDF format.  

Project No.:  __________-PA- _____________ Key Code: __________________________ 
Submit digitally at: https://eservices.scottsdaleaz.gov/bldgresources/Cases/DigitalMenu

Project Name:
Property’s Address: A.P.N.:
Property’s Zoning District Designation:
Application Request:
Owner: Applicant:
Company: Company:

Address: Address:

Phone: Fax: Phone: Fax:
E-mail: E-mail:

Please indicate in the checkbox below the requested review methodology (please see the descriptions on page 2):

Enhanced Application Review: I hereby authorize the city of Scottsdale to review this application utilizing the Enhanced 
Application Review methodology.
Standard Application Review: I hereby authorize the city of Scottsdale to review this application utilizing the Standard 
Application Review methodology.

Owner Signature Agent/Applicant Signature

X

X

X

X
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Varies 1

Neighborhood Notification Process
Completed by the Owner / Applicant

(When required by City)

Varies 1

Neighborhood Notification Process
Completed by the Owner / Applicant

(When required by City)

Is the Application Determined
to be Complete

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner and 
Resubmits Application

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner and 
Resubmits Application

No

Substantive Review(s)Substantive Review(s)

Issues

City Sends Letter to Applicant
Identifying Deficiency

No / Minimal / or to
Comply with Time Frames

Yes

Approval/Denial Letter Issued 
(End of Substantive Review)
Approval/Denial Letter Issued 
(End of Substantive Review)

Submittal / Resubmittal of Application 
and

Administrative Review for Completeness  

Submittal / Resubmittal of Application 
and

Administrative Review for Completeness  

City Sends Letter to Applicant
Requesting Modifications 

Pre- Application 
Submittal and 

Pre-application Meeting

Varies 1

Pre- Application 
Submittal and 

Pre-application Meeting

Varies 1

Application Types:
a. Development Review – Minor (SA)
b.  Wash Modifications (WM)
c. Land Division – Minor Subdivision (MD)

 

City Sends Letter to Applicant
Informing the Applicant that the 

Application has been Accepted for 
Substantive Review

YES

Varies 3

Development Review Board
Non-Action Hearing Date Scheduled

(If Required by City, or Requested by the Applicant)
Varies 3

Development Review Board
Non-Action Hearing Date Scheduled

(If Required by City, or Requested by the Applicant)

Note:
1. Time period determined by owner/

applicant.
2. All reviews and time frames are 

suspended from the date a the letter is 
issued requesting additional 
information until the date the City 
receives the resubmittal from the 
owner/applicant.

3. Owner/applicant may agree to extend 
the time frame by 25 percent

Time Line
15 Staff Working Days Per Review

Administrative Review
15 Staff Working Days Per Review

Administrative Review Substative Review
50 Total Staff Working Days,  Multiple City Reviews in This Time Frame2,3,4

Substative Review
50 Total Staff Working Days,  Multiple City Reviews in This Time Frame2,3,4 Letter Issued

Approval/Denial
Letter Issued

Approval/Denial
15 Staff Working Days Per Review

Administrative Review Substative Review
50 Total Staff Working Days,  Multiple City Reviews in This Time Frame2,3,4 Letter Issued

Approval/Denial

Enhanced Application Review Methodology
Within the parameters of the Regulatory Bill-of-Rights of the Arizona Revised 
Statutes, the Enhanced Application Review method is intended to increase 
the likelihood that the applicant will obtain an earlier favorable written 
decision or recommendation upon completion of the city's reviews.  To 
accomplish this objective, the Enhanced Application Review allows:

• the applicant and City staff to maintain open and frequent communication 
(written, electronic, telephone, meeting, etc.) during the application review;

• City staff and the applicant to collaboratively work together regarding an 
application; and

• City staff to make requests for additional information and the applicant to 
submit revisions to address code, ordinance, or policy deficiencies in an 
expeditious manner.

Generally, the on-going communication and the collaborative work 
environment will allow the review of an application to be expedited within the 
published Staff Review Time frames.

Zoning Administrator Decision
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3rd Substantive Review3rd Substantive Review

Varies 1

Neighborhood Notification Process
Completed by the Owner / Applicant

(When required by City)

Varies 1

Neighborhood Notification Process
Completed by the Owner / Applicant

(When required by City)

Is the Application Determined
to be Complete

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner and 
Resubmits Application

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner and 
Resubmits Application

No

1st / 2nd Substantive 
Review

1st / 2nd Substantive 
Review

Issues

City Sends Letter to Applicant
Identifying Deficiency

No

Yes

Does the Applicant/Owner Agree
to a 3rd Substantive Review?

(Must be In Writing)
Yes

No

No / Minimal / In
Accordance Standard

Application Review Methodology
/ or to Comply with Time Frames

Yes

Zoning Administrator Decision

Approval/Denial Letter Issued 
(End of Substantive Review)
Approval/Denial Letter Issued 
(End of Substantive Review)

Submittal / Resubmittal of Application 
and

Administrative Review for Completeness  

Submittal / Resubmittal of Application 
and

Administrative Review for Completeness  

City Sends Letter to Applicant
Requesting Modifications 

City Sends Letter to Applicant
Requesting Modifications 

Are the Issues on the
2nd Review? 

Pre- Application 
Submittal and 

Pre-application Meeting

Varies 1

Pre- Application 
Submittal and 

Pre-application Meeting

Varies 1

City Sends Letter to Applicant
Informing the Applicant that the 

Application has been Accepted for 
Substantive Review

YES

Varies 3

Development Review Board
Non-Action Hearing Date Scheduled

(If Required by City, or Requested by the Applicant)

Varies 3

Development Review Board
Non-Action Hearing Date Scheduled

(If Required by City, or Requested by the Applicant)
Note:
1. Time period determined by owner/

applicant.
2. All reviews and time frames are 

suspended from the date a the letter 
is issued requesting additional 
information until the date the City 
receives the resubmittal from the 
owner/applicant.

3. The substantive review, and the 
overall time frame time is 
suspended during the public hearing 
processes.

4. Owner/applicant may agree to 
extend the time frame by 25 percent

Standard Application Review Methodology:
Under the Standard Application Review, the application is processed in 
accordance with the Regulatory Bill-of-Rights of the Arizona Revised 
Statutes.  These provisions significantly minimize the applicant's ability to 
collaboratively work with City Staff to resolve application code, ordinance, 
or policy deficiencies during the review of an application.  After the 
completion the city's review, a written approval or denial, recommendation 
of approval or denial, or a written request for additional information will be 
provided.

The City is not required to provide an applicant the opportunity to resolve 
application deficiencies, and staff is not permitted to discuss or request 
additional information that may otherwise resolve a deficiency during the 
time the City has the application.  Since the applicant's ability to 
collaboratively work with Staff's to resolve deficiencies is limited, the total 
Staff Review Time and the likelihood of a written denial, or 
recommendation of denial is significantly increased.

Time Line

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner and 
Resubmits Application

Varies 1,2

Issues Resolved by 
Applicant / Owner and 
Resubmits Application

15 Staff Working Days Per Review
Administrative Review

15 Staff Working Days Per Review
Administrative Review Substative Review

50 Total Staff Working Days, Two Reviews in This Time Frame2, 3, 4
Substative Review

50 Total Staff Working Days, Two Reviews in This Time Frame2, 3, 4 Letter Issued
Approval/Denial

Letter Issued
Approval/Denial

15 Staff Working Days Per Review
Administrative Review Substative Review

50 Total Staff Working Days, Two Reviews in This Time Frame2, 3, 4 Letter Issued
Approval/Denial

Application Types:
a. Development Review – Minor (SA)
b.  Wash Modifications (WM)
c. Land Division – Minor Subdivision (MD)
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Review Methodologies

The city of Scottsdale maintains a business and resident friendly approach to new development and 
improvements to existing developments.  In order to provide for flexibility in the review of Development 
Applications, and Applications for Permitting, the city of Scottsdale provides two methodologies from which 
an owner or agent may choose to have the city process the application.   The methodologies are:

1.	 Enhanced Application Review Methodology

Within the parameters of the Regulatory Bill-of-Rights of the Arizona Revised Statutes, the Enhanced 
Application Review method is intended to increase the likelihood that the applicant will obtain an earlier 
favorable written decision or recommendation upon completion of the city’s reviews.  To accomplish this 
objective, the Enhanced Application Review allows:

•	 the applicant and city staff to maintain open and frequent communication (written, electronic, 
telephone, meeting, etc.) during the application review;

•	 city staff and the applicant to collaboratively work together regarding an application; and

•	 city staff to make requests for additional information and the applicant to submit revisions to address 
code, ordinance, or policy deficiencies in an expeditious manner.

Generally, the on-going communication and the collaborative work environment will allow the review of 
an application to be expedited within the published Staff Review Time frames.

2.	 Standard Application Review Methodology:

Under the Standard Application Review, the application is processed in accordance with the Regulatory 
Bill-of-Rights of the Arizona Revised Statutes.  These provisions significantly minimize the applicant’s 
ability to collaboratively work with city Staff to resolve application code, ordinance, or policy deficiencies 
during the review of an application.  After the completion the city’s review, a written approval or denial, 
recommendation of approval or denial, or a written request for additional information will be provided.

The city is not required to provide an applicant the opportunity to resolve application deficiencies, and 
staff is not permitted to discuss or request additional information that may otherwise resolve a deficiency 
during the time the city has the application.  Since the applicant’s ability to collaboratively work with 
Staff’s to resolve deficiencies is limited, the total Staff Review Time and the likelihood of a written denial, 
or recommendation of denial is significantly increased.

In addition to the information above, please review the Development Application, and/or the Application 
for Permitting flow charts. These flow charts provide a step-by-step graphic representation of the 
application processes for the associated review methodologies.

Note:

1.	 Please see the Current Planning Services and Long Range Planning Services Substantive Policy Statements 
and Staff Review Timeframes for Development Applications, number III. 
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§9-834.  Prohibited acts by municipalities and employees; enforcement; notice

A.  	 A municipality shall not base a licensing decision in whole or in part on a licensing requirement or 
condition that is not specifically authorized by statute, rule, ordinance or code.  A general grant of 
authority does not constitute a basis for imposing a licensing requirement or condition unless the 
authority specifically authorizes the requirement or condition.

B.  	 Unless specifically authorized, a municipality shall avoid duplication of other laws that do not enhance 
regulatory clarity and shall avoid dual permitting to the maximum extent practicable.

C.  	 This section does not prohibit municipal flexibility to issue licenses or adopt ordinances or codes. 

D.  	 A municipality shall not request or initiate discussions with a person about waiving that person’s rights. 

E.  	 This section may be enforced in a private civil action and relief may be awarded against a 
municipality.  The court may award reasonable attorney fees, damages and all fees associated with the 
license application to a party that prevails in an action against a municipality for a violation of this section. 

F.  	 A municipal employee may not intentionally or knowingly violate this section.  A violation of this section is 
cause for disciplinary action or dismissal pursuant to the municipality’s adopted personnel policy.

G.  	This section does not abrogate the immunity provided by section 12820.01 or 12820.02.

Notice

Pursuant to A.R.S. §9-836, an applicant may receive a clarification from the city regarding interpretation 
or application of a statute, ordinance, code or authorized substantive policy statement.  A request to 
clarify an interpretation or application of a statute, ordinance, code, policy statement administered by 
the Planning and Development Services Division shall be submitted in writing to the One Stop Shop to 
the attention of the Planning and Development Services Director or designee.  All such requests must 
be submitted in accordance with the A.R.S. §9-839 and the city’s applicable administrative policies 
available at the Planning and Development Services Division’s One Stop Shop, or from the city’s website: 
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/building-resources/forms

Planning and Development Services 
One Stop Shop
Planning and Development Services Director 
7447 E. Indian School Rd, Suite 105
Scottsdale, AZ 85251

http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/building-resources/forms
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Effective July 1, 2024 

Resolution No. 13109

Official Schedule of City of Scottsdale Rates and Fees at: www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov - keyword “Fees”.

Pre-Application $125

Records Packet $28

Abandonment of Right of Way
Single Family Lot $2,290

All Other Abandonments, including Subdivisions $3,255

Annexation / De-annexation $2,825

Board of Adjustment
Appeal $225

Residential Variance (Single Family Lot) $225

All Other Variances $1,780

Building Advisory Board of Appeals
Commercial $450

Residential No charge

Conditional Use Permit
Major $3,475

Minor $885

Development Agreement Application $2,585

Development Review (DRB)
Land Division

Major Subdivision (Preliminary Plat) $3,475 + $20 per lot

Minor Subdivision $1,735 + $20 per lot

New Construction $2,195

Revision (includes Replat) $665

Time extension $445

Development Review (Minor) – Staff Approval
Master Plan $1,295 per set

Major (includes new Master Sign Program/Community Sign District) $445

Minor $120

Amendment to Master Sign Program $120

Cuts/Fills $665

Wash Modification $665

Time extension $120

General Plan Amendments
Major $5,680

Minor $3,085

Hardship Exemption $225

Application Fee Schedule



Affidavit of Authorization to Act for Property Owner Page 1 of 1 Revision Date:  7-July-2014 

Affidavit of Authorization to 
Act for Property Owner 

1. This affidavit concerns the following parcel of land:

a. Street Address:
b. County Tax Assessor’s Parcel Number:
c. General Location:
d. Parcel Size:
e. Legal Description:

(If the land is a platted lot, then write the lot number, subdivision name, and the plat’s recording
number and date.  Otherwise, write “see attached legal description” and attach a legal
description.)

2. I am the owner of the land or I am the duly and lawfully appointed agent of the owner of the land and have
authority from the owner to sign this affidavit on the owner’s behalf. If the land has more than one owner,
then I am the agent for all of the owners, and the word “owner” in this affidavit refers to all of them.

3. I have authority from the owner to act for the owner before the City of Scottsdale with regard to any and all
reviews, zoning map amendments, general plan amendments, development variances, abandonments,
plats, lot splits, lot ties, use permits, building permits and other land use regulatory or related matters of
every description involving the land, or involving adjacent or nearby lands in which the owner has (or may
acquire) an interest, and all applications, dedications, payments, assurances, decisions, agreements, legal
documents, commitments, waivers and other matters relating to any of them.

4. The City of Scottsdale is authorized to rely on my authority as described in this affidavit until three work
days after the day the owner delivers to the Director of the Scottsdale Planning & Development Services
Department a written statement revoking my authority.

5. I will immediately deliver to the Director of the City of Scottsdale Planning & Development Services
Department written notice of any change in the ownership of the land or in my authority to act for the
owner.

6. If more than one person signs this affidavit, each of them, acting alone, shall have the authority described
in this affidavit, and each of them warrant to the City of Scottsdale the authority of the others.

7. Under penalty of perjury, I warrant and represent to the City of Scottsdale that this affidavit is true and
complete. I understand that any error or incomplete information in this affidavit or any applications may
invalidate approvals or other actions taken by the City of Scottsdale, may otherwise delay or prevent
development of the land, and may expose me and the owner to other liability. I understand that people who
have not signed this form may be prohibited from speaking for the owner at public meetings or in other city
processes.

Planning and Development Services 
7447 E Indian School Road, Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ  85251  www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
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Request for Site Visits and/or Inspections 
Construction Document Application  

 
This request concerns all property identified in the construction document (plan review) application.  
 

Project Name: 
 

Project Address: 
 

 
 
STATEMENT OF AUTHORITY: 
 
1. I am the owner of the property, or I am the duly and lawfully appointed agent of the property and 

have the authority from the owner to sign this request on the owner’s behalf.  If the land has more 
than one owner, then I am the agent for all owners, and the word “owner” refer to them all. 

 
2. I have the authority from the owner to act for the owner before the City of Scottsdale regarding any 

and all development application regulatory or related matter of every description involving all 
property identified in the construction document.  

 
STATEMENT OF REQUEST FOR SITE VISITS AND/OR INSPECTIONS 
 
1. I hereby request that the City of Scottsdale’s staff conduct site visits and/or inspections of the 

property identified in the construction document in order to efficiently process the application. 
 
2. I understand that even though I have requested the City of Scottsdale’s staff conduct site visits 

and/or inspections, city staff may determine that a site visit and/or an inspection is not necessary, 
and may opt not to perform the site visit and/or an inspection. 

 
 

Property owner /Property owner’s agent:  
 Print Name 
  
  

 Signature 
 
 

City Use Only: 

    

Submittal Date:  Plan review number:  

 

Planning and Development Services 
7447 E Indian School Road, Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 ♦ www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov 

Request for Site Visits Inspections                                                                        Page 1 of 1                                                                            Revision Date: 02/02/2015 
Construction Document Application 
 









Appeals of Dedications, Exactions or Zoning Regulations Page 1 of 2 Revision Date:  02/02/2015 

Appeals of Dedication, Exactions 
or Zoning Regulations     

Rights of Property Owner 
In addition to the other rights granted to you by the U.S. and Arizona Constitution, federal and state law 
and city ordinances or regulations, you are hereby notified of your right to appeal the following City actions 
relating to your property: 
1) Any dedication of exaction which is required of you by an administrative agency or official of the city as

a condition of granting approval of your request to use, improve or develop your real property.  This
appeal right does not apply to a dedication or exaction required as part of a city legislative act (for
example a zoning ordinance) when an administrative agency or official has no discretion to determine
the dedication or exaction.

2) The adoption or amendment of a zoning regulation that creates a taking of property in violations of
Arizona and federal court decision.

  Appeal Procedure 
  The appeal must be in writing and specify the City action appealed and the date final action was taken, and 
must be filed with or mailed to the hearing officer designated by the city within 30 days after the final action 
is taken 
• No fee will be charged for filing
• The city Attorney’s Office will review the appeal for compliance with the above requirements, and will

notify you if your appeal does not comply
• Eligible appeals will be forwarded to the hearing officer, and a hearing will be scheduled within 30 days

of receipt by the hearing officer of your request. Ten days notice will be given to you of the date, time
and place of the hearing unless you indicate that less notice is acceptable to you.

• The City will submit a takings impact report to the hearing officer.
• In an appeal from a dedication or exaction, the City will bear the burden of proving that the dedication

or exaction to be imposed on your property bears an essential nexus between the requirement and a
legitimate governmental interest and that the proposed dedication or exaction is roughly proportional to
the impact of the use, improvement or development you proposed.

• In an appeal from the adoption or amendment of a zoning regulation, the City will bear the burden of
proving that any dedication of exaction requirement in the zoning regulation is roughly proportional to
the impact of the proposed use, improvement, or development, and that the zoning regulation does not
create a taking of property in violation of Arizona and federal court cases.

• The hearing officer must render his decision within five working days after the appeal is heard.
• The hearing officer can modify or delete a dedication or exaction or, in the case of an appeal from a

zoning regulation, transmit a recommendation to the City Council.
• If you are dissatisfied with the decision of the hearing officer, you may file a complaint for a trial nevo

with the Superior Court within 30 days of the hearing officer’s decision.

  For questions, you may contact:    Address your appeal to: 
  City’s Attorney’s Office    Hearing Officer, C/O City Clerk 
  3939 Drinkwater Blvd.     3939 Drinkwater Blvd 
  Scottsdale, AZ 85251    Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

480-312-2405

Please be aware that City Staff cannot give you legal advice. You may wish, but are not required, to hire an 
attorney to represent you in an appeal. 
 

Planning and Development Services 
7447 E. Indian School Road, Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ  85251 ♦ www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
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 Owner Certification 
Acknowledging Receipt  

Of  
Notice Of Right To Appeal 

Exactions And Dedications 

I hereby certify that I am the owner of property located at: 

(address where development approval, building permits, or city required improvements and dedications are 
being required) 

and hereby certify that I have received a notice that explains my right to appeal all exactions and/or dedications required by the City of 
Scottsdale as part of my property development on the parcel listed in the above address. 

___________________________________________ _______________ 
Signature of Property Owner  Date 



City Policy for Exterior and 

Site Lighting 
PURPOSE: 
Encourage quality site lighting design while providing a sense of safety and security by reducing excessive light 
levels, light trespass and glare. 

DESIGN PRINCIPLES: 
• The use of lighting should be integrally designed as part of the built environment and should reflect a balance for 

the lighting needs with the contextual ambient light level and surrounding nighttime characteristics of our 
community. In conjunction with the Zoning Ordinance, recommended light level guidelines and uniformity ratios 
established by the Illumination Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) in the IESNA Lighting Handbook
(current edition) should be considered when determining appropriate lighting design solutions. All exterior lighting 
design require the approval of the Development Review Board (DRB).

• Lighting designs must be designed to minimize glare, light trespass, energy conservation and to maintain dark 
skies. The lighting designers should consider utilizing per-curfew and post-curfew lighting designs with automatic 
control systems to eliminate excessive light during non-active hours of site and building operation.

• Full cut-off fixtures, mounting heights and shielding must be utilized to effectively control glare and light trespass.
• Any exterior lighting designs shall take into account all existing and proposed exterior lighting sources.
• Architectural lighting, if proposed, shall be included with the DRB application. Architectural lighting should only be 

utilized at the pedestrian scale and to highlight special features. Lighting of expansive wall planes, towers and 
roofs or the use of architectural lighting that results in “hot spots” must be avoided.

• Landscape lighting, if proposed, shall be included with the DRB application. Landscape lighting should only be 
utilized to accent landscaping, be pointed away from property lines, and fixtures shall contain extension shields to 
minimize glare and light source visibility. In areas with the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Overlay (ESL), lighting 
must be shielded and directed downward.

ILLUMINANCE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Ambient Light Level * 
Recommended Maintained Footcandles (based on IESNA RP-20-98) 

(horizontal fc measured at grade) 
Average Maximum 

E-1 – Intrinsically Dark Areas 1 4 

E-2 – Estate/Rural Areas 1.5 6 

E-3 – Suburban Areas 2 8 

E-4 – Urban/Pedestrian Activity Areas 2.5 10 

LIGHT TRESPASS LIMITATIONS 
Ambient Light Level * Recommended Maintained Footcandles (based on IESNA RP-33-99) 

(vertical fc measured six (6) feet above grade at property line) 
E-1 – Intrinsically Dark Areas 0.1 

E-2 – Estate/Rural Areas 0.3 

E-3 – Suburban Areas 0.8 

E-4 – Urban/Pedestrian Activity Areas 1.5 

* Refer to the Design Standards & Policy Manual for general Environmental Zone Locations (E-#). These locations are
a guide, but are not conclusive and are subject to the approval of the DRB.

Planning and Development Services 
7447 E. Indian School Road, Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ  85251 ♦ www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
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City Policy for Exterior and 

Site Lighting 

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Exterior On-Site Lighting Details: 
• All exterior fixture lighting manufacture cut sheets (to be provided on 24” x 36” paper). Each cut sheet shall clearly identify the

light fixture manufacture number utilized, the plan cross-reference identification, and be legible. (State law prohibits Mercury
Vapor lighting.)
➢ Plan identification symbol or abbreviation
➢ Fixture graphic
➢ Fixture type
➢ Fixture add-ons, if utilized
➢ Lamp type utilized
➢ All photometric data
➢ Candela distribution curve

Photometrics: 
• Photometric plans shall be provided for the entire site addressing Zoning Ordinance, rezoning cases (ZN), conditional use permit 

cases (UP), Development Review Board cases (DR), Design Guidelines, and this City Policy for Exterior and Site Lighting. 
Additional information may be required by staff after they have evaluated the design.

• There is a minimum of two photometric studies required for each project. They are: (1) a horizontal illuminance analysis for the 
site, and (2) a vertical light trespass analysis around the perimeter of the site. Each plan requires the following information:
➢ A point-by-point foot-candle reading. The horizontal photometric plan grid points, utilizing distinctive grid point symbols

(example: *), shall have a maximum spacing of ten (10) feet between each point across the entire site, and shall extend ten
(10) feet beyond the property line or area of site. The vertical photometric plan grid point shall be provided only along the 
property line or edge of site with a maximum spacing of ten (10) feet between each point.

➢ A foot-candle reading shall also be provided under at least one of each light fixture type.
➢ The plan shall include the lighting templates generated by the lighting design software program to calculate the foot-candle 

readings. The template shall be for the fixture and lamp specified on the plans. The plan’s fixture type identification shall 
match the cut sheets, electrical site plans, and the lighting schedule. This information shall be provided in a summary table.

➢ The plan shall identify the initial maximum, minimum, and average illuminance on the horizontal photometric plan and 
vertical photometric plan.

➢ The plan shall identify the total maintained maintenance (light loss) factor utilized.

• The total maintained light loss factor for all horizontal photometric analysis shall not be below 0.70.
➢ Plans shall only include one horizontal reading across the entire site. Only the building footprint shall be masked out from the 

reading. (Acceptable additional horizontal reading grids may be: gas station canopies, ATM drive-thrus, walk-up ATMs, and 
parking garage entries/exits. When separate grids are utilized on the same plan, a separate grid symbol (example: %) must 
be utilized, and a separate maintained maximum, minimum, and average illuminance shall be provided for the grid.)

• The light trespass plan (vertical illuminance) shall provide point-by-point foot-candle readings six (6) feet above the grade along 
the entire property line, with the reader at 90-degrees nadir and aimed perpendicular into the site. All light trespass plan readings 
shall be based on the initial illuminance, 1.00.

• The horizontal illuminance photometric plan, and the vertical light trespass plan may be combined into one sheet if the readings 
utilize distinctive symbols, a separate summary table for all fixtures utilized, and separate total light loss factors are utilized.

• The photometric plan(s) shall provide a lighting fixture summary table that presents the following information:
➢ Plan identification symbol or abbreviation
➢ Fixture type (include the manufacture product identification catalog number)
➢ Lamp type (include the manufacture product identification catalog number and wattage)
➢ Lamp lumens
➢ Lamp degree Kelvin
➢ Fixture lens height above lowest adjacent finished grade
➢ Total light loss factor utilized

Planning and Development Services 
7447 E. Indian School Road, Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ  85251 ♦ www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
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City of Scottsdale 
2021 International Green Construction Code (IgCC) 
Development Review (DR) Site Checklist 
rev. 8-6-24 
 
This is an abbreviated checklist for IgCC compliance measures that need to be addressed during 
the planning and DR process. 
1. HEAT ISLAND MITIGATION 

□  Not less than 50 percent of site hardscape shall be provided with one or any 
combination of following options: (a) trees that provide required shade no later than 10 
years after project completion; (b) hardscape materials with an initial solar reflectance 
value of 29 or more (new concrete has value of 35); (c) open-graded (uniform-sized) 
aggregate; permeable pavement; permeable pavers, porous pavers (open-grid pavers); 
(d) shading structures; and/or (e) parking under a building, per IgCC Section 501.3.5.1. 

2. ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE FOR LEVEL 2 CHARGING 

□ Occupancy Group Min. number of EV 
Installed Spaces 

Min. number of EV 
Capable Spaces 

 R-1 (hotels, motels) and 
R-2 (apartments, condos) 

4% of total required 
parking spaces 

20% of total 
required parking 

spaces 
 

A, B, E, F, I, M, and S 

4% of total required 
parking spaces or not 

less than 8% of 
designated employee 
only parking spaces 

10% of total 
required parking 

spaces 

EV capable space is defined as a designated parking space provided with electrical 
raceway and electrical service capacity to support future EV charging. 
EV installed space is defined as a designated parking space with dedicated electric 
vehicle supply equipment. NEMA 14-50 electrical outlets will satisfy this requirement. 

3. ENERGY COMPLIANCE PATH 
□  Prescriptive-based compliance (allowed when total vertical fenestration is ≤ 40%) 

□  Performance-based compliance (required when total vertical fenestration is ≥ 40%) 

4. ONSITE RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEM 
□  Identify area for on-site solar photovoltaic (PV) system with a total rated capacity of not 

less than 3% of annual estimated building energy use or not less than 2 watts per sq. ft. 
of the gross roof area over conditioned space (IgCC amended Section 701.3). 
□  Exceptions: 1) Buildings with a gross conditioned floor area less than 5,000 sq. ft. or 

2) Buildings with a minimum 20% estimated annual savings calculated using the 
total building performance compliance path in accordance with Section C407 of the 
City Energy Code (IECC). 

5. REFUSE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION 
□  Identify site location for refuse/recycling pick up (IgCC 901.3.4.1). 

More Information: Scottsdale’s Building Code Information link – 
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/codes-and-ordinances/building-codes  

https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/codes-and-ordinances/building-codes


City of Scottsdale 
2021 International Green Construction Code (IgCC) 
Site Heat Island Mitigation Checklist 
rev. 6-23-23 

The intent of this checklist is to list the heat island mitigation options in Section 501.3.5.1 of the 
2021 International Green Construction Code (IgCC). The section reads as follows: 

501.3.5.1 Site hardscape. At least 50% of the site hardscape that is not covered by solar 
energy systems shall be provided with one or any combination of the following: 

□ Existing trees and vegetation or new biodiverse plantings of native plants and
adapted plants, which shall be planted either prior to the final approval by the AHJ or
in accordance with a contract established to require planting no later than 12 months
after the final approval by the AHJ so as to provide the required shade no later than
ten years after the final approval. The effective shade coverage on the hardscape
shall be the arithmetic mean of the shade coverage calculated at 10 a.m., noon, and
3 p.m. on the summer solstice.

□ Paving materials with a minimum initial solar reflectance index (SRI) of 29. A default
SRI value of 35 for new concrete without added color pigment is allowed to be used
instead of measurements.

□Open-graded (uniform-sized) aggregate, permeable pavement, permeable pavers,
and porous pavers (open-grid pavers). Permeable pavement and permeable pavers
shall have a percolation rate of not less than 2 gal/min • ft2 (100 L/min • m2).

□ Shading through the use of structures, provided that the top surface of the shading
structure complies with the provisions of Section 501.3.5.3.

□ Parking under a building, provided that the roof of the building complies with the
provisions of Section 501.3.5.3.

□ Buildings or structures that provide shade to the site hardscape. The effective shade
coverage on the hardscape shall be the arithmetic mean of the shade coverage
calculated at 10 a.m., noon, and 3 p.m. on the summer solstice.

Table 1- Solar Reflectance for Standard Paving materials 
Paving Material SRI Reflectance Emissivity 
Typical new gray concrete 35 0.35 0.9 
Typical weathered* gray concrete 19 0.20 0.9 
Typical new white concrete 86 0.7 0.9 
Typical weathered* white concrete 45 0.4 0.9 
New asphalt 0 0.05 0.9 
Weathered asphalt 6 0.10 0.9 
* Reflectance of surfaces can be maintained with cleaning. Typical pressure washing of cementitious
materials can restore reflectance close to original value. Weathered values are based on no cleaning.

Scottsdale green code link – https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/green-building-program/green-codes 

https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/green-building-program/green-codes


Requirements for Submitting Evidence of Title  
to the City of Scottsdale Planning Department  
 

The City of Scottsdale planning department requires applicants for various zoning applications, building permits 
and other approvals to provide evidence of land ownership.  Unless city staff directs otherwise, the required 
evidence shall be a title insurance commitment meeting the following requirements: 

 
1.   The applicant shall instruct the title insurance company to prepare a normal title insurance commitment. 

 
2.   The title commitment must cover the whole project site, just as if the city were a commercial real estate 

developer who was going to buy the whole site from whoever owns it today. 
 

3.   The title insurance commitment must be in the same form and have the same wording that the title 
insurer usually uses when a sophisticated real estate purchaser is buying land from a sophisticated 
seller.  For example, it must not have any extra notes, disclaimers or other language that is not in a 
normal title insurance commitment for a straightforward land purchase. 

 
4.   The City of Scottsdale must be listed as the proposed insured. 

 
5.   The proposed insurance amount must be a reasonable estimate of the actual dollar value of the whole 

site.  (The price for the most recent arms-length sale of the whole site is usually an acceptable amount.) 
 

6.   The Schedule B requirements must call for: 
a.   A deed from the current owner to the city. 
b.   Releases of all liens, as if the city were going to pay cash for the land and not assume any liens 

or take subject to any liens. 
c.   Termination of all leases.  (Leases with 24 or fewer months remaining in their term may be 

listed in the Schedule B exceptions instead.) 
d.   Any other specific payments or specific document recordings that the title insurer would 

normally call for (such as payment of delinquent property taxes). 
 

7.   The Schedule B exceptions must show any other specific title matters that may exist. 
 

8.   Title companies sometimes state in their title commitments that they will update the title search before 
issuing a title insurance policy.  That's o.k. if the language is clear that the update will only include new 
title documents that are recorded after the title commitment date. For example, it is o.k. to have 
wording that says: "Additional items may be added based on new documents recorded before closing." 
But there must not be vague wording such as this: "Check with title examiner for additional items before 
closing." 

 
9.   The title search date on the title commitment must be less than 30 days old. 

 
10. Both "standard coverage" and "extended coverage" title commitments are acceptable.  (The title 

information on an extended coverage commitment must be identical to the title information that would 
be on a standard coverage commitment.  The only difference is that the Schedule B requirements for 
an "extended coverage" commitment will call for a survey and will allow the title company to add 
Schedule B exceptions or requirements for any problems the survey reveals.) 

 
11. There is no need to open an escrow to make a routine dedication.  The city will record the dedication 

directly without sending it through the title company.  Often, the city will not actually buy the title 
insurance described in the commitment or require the applicant to buy it.  But, if the city decides to do it 
(or require the applicant to do it), then the city or the applicant will follow up with the title insurer to pay 
the insurance premium and satisfy the Schedule B requirements so that the title insurer will issue the 
policy. 

 
12. The applicant shall inform city staff in writing of any and all title changes that occur after the title 

commitment is issued. 
 

13. The city reserves the right for city staff to require additional evidence of title, including but not limited to 
an extended title insurance policy in favor of the city. 

 
Revised October 12, 2006 
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