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CITY COUNCll 

REPORT 
Meeting Date: 
General Plan Element: 
General Plan Goal: 

December 5, 2024 
Open Space & Recreation 
Ensure a wide range of recreational facilities and services 

ACTION 

Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Adopt Resolution No. 13283 approving the 2024 

Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan and authorizing the Community Services Assistant 

Executive Director or designee to take actions as necessary to carry out the intent of this Resolution. 

BACKGROUND 

Over the last year and a half, the City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Department has worked 

with OWL Architects, Kimley-Horn, and the Parks and Recreation Commission to develop and 

complete the system wide 2024 Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan (2024 Master Plan). 

The purpose of this plan is to offer strategies, recommendations, and operational guidelines that 

will allow the Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Department to meet the needs of current and future 

residents over the next 10+ years. 

Scottsdale Parks and Recreation is one of the longest nationally accredited parks and recreation 

agencies in the country and recently achieved their 30-year re-accreditation in October 2024 

through the Commission of Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA). This national 

accreditation assures the public that Scottsdale meets national best practice standards and 

recognizes excellence in operation and service. One of the key standards of compliance for this 

national accreditation is the adoption of a system wide master plan every 10 years. 

On Aug. 25, 2015, the Scottsdale City Council approved the 2015 Community Services Master Plan 

on consent, which provided comprehensive analysis and recommendations for all departments 

comprising Scottsdale's Community Services Division: Human Services, the Library System, and 

Parks and Recreation. Recommendations from this division wide plan led to efficiencies in 

organizational functionality and identification of future capital improvement projects like the Indian 

Bend Wash Lakes and Irrigation repairs and Thompson Peak Park expansion to develop a dog park, 

which are currently underway. The 2024 Master Plan differs from the 2015 Community Services 

Master Plan in several ways - including its sole focus on the Parks and Recreation Department. 

Action Taken ______________ _ 
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Approved on Consent
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ANALYSIS & ASSESSMENT 

Significant Issues to be Addressed
The 2024 Master Plan provides a deep-dive and evaluation into several aspects of the Parks and 
Recreation Department, including community trends, capital infrastructure needs, service and 
organization structure assessments, and six key value areas to drive future department approaches 
with detailed recommendations for each. These six value areas include:

• Reinvest in our Aging Parks

• Environmental Resilience

• Year-Round Recreation Opportunities

• Inclusive System Prompting Community Wellness

• Connected Community

• Staffing and Resources for Success

Finally, the 2024 Master Plan outlines three visionary projects that are long-range renovations of 
aging parks and facilities;

• Indian School Park Master Plan Implementation

• Cactus Park Aquatics Facility

• Vista del Camino Park and Eldorado Park Master Plan Implementation

Community Involvement
The 2024 Master Plan process included a robust community engagement strategy that resulted in a 
record number of community inputs. With more than 312,000 community engagement inputs, the 
plan saw significantly higher participation than other local and national benchmarks. Engagement 
methods included in-person and digital outreach, statistically-valid surveys, stakeholder and user 
group sessions, pop-up events and more. Individual sessions were also held with the Mayor, City 
Council members, and Parks and Recreation Commissioners in the Fall of 2023 to get feedback on 
priorities. In October 2024, the Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Department was invited to speak at 
the National Recreation and Park Association Annual Conference in Atlanta, GA alongside Kimley- 
Horn on the cutting-edge community engagement approaches used during the 2024 Master Plan 
process.

The 2024 Master Plan aligns with and incorporates other community-driven goals and priorities 
defined by the City Council and the General Plan 2035. The process also coordinated with other 
concurrent planning efforts, including the Tourism and Events Strategic Plan and the Shade and Tree 
Plan.

Page 2 of 4
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The 2024 Master Plan had several touch points with the Parks and Recreation Commission 
throughout the process. Parks and Recreation Commission Vice Chair Teresa Kim Quale was 
appointed by the Parks and Recreation Commission on April 19,2023 as a representative to serve 
on the 2024 Master Plan executive advisory committee. In addition to the individual feedback 
sessions held with each commissioner, presentations and updates were provided at the following 
Parks and Recreation Commission meetings: April 19, 2023; May 17, 2023; October 18, 2023; 
November 17, 2023; June 20, 2024 (Work Study Session); and August 21, 2024. At the August 21, 
2024 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, the Parks and Recreation Commission voted to 
recommend approval of the drafted 2024 Master Plan and Executive Summary, and the same 
documents presented to the Parks and Recreation Commission are now being presented for City 
Council approval.

RESOURCE IMPACTS

Staffing, Workload Impact
None

Maintenance Requirements 
None

OPTIONS & STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended Approach
Adopt Resolution No. 13283 approving the 2024 Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan and 
authorizing the Community Services Assistant Executive Director or designee to take actions as 
necessary to carry out the intent of this Resolution.

RESPONSIBLE DEPARTMENT(S)

Parks and Recreation Department

STAFF CONTACT(S)

Nick Molinari, Community Services Assistant Executive Director, NMolinar@ScottsdaleAZ.gov

APPROVED BY

Page 3 of 4
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I
11/18/2412:53 MST

Nick Molinari, Community Services Assistant Executive Director Date 

480-312-1011, NMolinar(S)ScottsdaleAZ.gov

U/MamB/liurpluf,
11/18/24 13:22 MST

William B. Murphy, Assistant City Manager 

480-312-7954, BMurphv@ScottsdaleAZ.gov

^int TJianybso/t
Jim Thompson, City Manager 

480-312-2811, JThompson@ScottsdaleAZ.gov

Date

11/18/2414:38 MST
Date

ATTACHMENTS

1. Resolution No. 13283

2. 2024 Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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RESOLUTION NO. 13283

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SCOTTSDALE,
MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE 2024 “SHAPE 
SCOTTSDALE” PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COMMUNITY SERVICES ASSISTANT 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO TAKE ACTIONS AS 
NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT OF THIS RESOLUTION.

WHEREAS, with the assistance of professional consultants, the City of Scottsdale Parks 
and Recreation Department developed the 2024 “Shape Scottsdale” Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan (2024 Master Plan) to offer strategies, recommendations, and operational guidelines 
that will allow the Parks and Recreation Department to meet the needs of current and future 
residents;

WHEREAS, the 2024 Master Plan process included a community engagement strategy 
with in-person and digital outreach, statistically-valid surveys, stakeholder and user group 
sessions, pop-up events, and presentations at public Parks and Recreation Commission 
meetings:

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Commission recommended approval of the 2024 
Master Plan; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Scottsdale, Maricopa 
County, Arizona, as follows:

Section 1. The City Council hereby approves the 2024 “Shape Scottsdale” Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, an executive summary of which is attached as Exhibit “A” to this 
Resolution, and the complete 2024 Master Plan is on file with the City Clerk.

Section 2. The City Council hereby authorizes the Community Services Assistant 
Executive Director or designee to take actions as necessary to carry out the intent of this 
Resolution.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Scottsdale, Maricopa County, 
Arizona this______day of________________ , 2024.

ATTEST;

Ben Lane, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

CITY OF SCOTTSDALE, an Arizona 
municipal corporation

David D. Ortega, Mayor

Sherry R. Scott, City Attorney
By: Kimberly Campbell, Senior Assistant City Attorney

16451019
Resolution No. 13283 
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^ ' MISSION ____________

■ ''^ ^ •*^, « , ' T^~’ To create remarkable recreation places
§^ iI5- v: -■ j jT and experiences that support a healthy,

^ inclusive, and active community.

■W- ' --spr’ ^

, ^''S/nce its inception, Scottsdale Parks 
I and Recreation has put an emphasis 
i world-class amenities and parks,.^

CONTENTS
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I Executive Summary

GOALS OF THE PLAN

•• ■ ■ * ♦ ♦

The Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan is a long-range plan that identifies key initiatives, policies, 
and implementation strategies to guide Scottsdale’s Parks and Recreation Department projects and services 
over the next 10+ years. The purpose of the plan is to offer strategies and recommendations that will allow the 
City to meet the needs of current and future Scottsdale residents.

The Parks and Recreation Department's mission is to create remarkable parks and recreation places and 
experiences that support a healthy, inclusive, and active community. The City aims to deliver exceptional programs 
and services to enhance the quality of life for all of its residents. The Master Plan enables the City to engage In a 
public process to ensure future parks and recreation priorities and goals are citizen driven and meet the evolving 
demands of the community for the next 10+ years. To carry out this mission, the plan has been organized around 
the following goals:

(I

Create a comprehensive and compelling vision and direction 
for Parks and Recreation

Propose various approaches for accommodating growth while 
keeping the fiscal picture in balance

Strategically identify gaps and prioritize future improvements 
and programming for Parks and Recreation

Gain understanding of current and desired levels of service and 
facilities in order to demonstrate more equitable distribution of 
service and opportunity

I Understand potential partnership opportunities and 
funding options

Evaluate operations and maintenance practices with an aim to 
generate long-term sustainability and resilience benefits

Parks and Recrec^fion 
Master Plan

Exhibit "A" to Resolution No. 13283
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ALIGNMENT WITH KEY PLANNING DOCUMENTS

Scottsdale's myriad of recent planning efforts demonstrate the City's commitment to planning for a successful 
future. This plan aims to align its values, goals, strategies, and recommendations In the context of the following 
key planning documents relating to parks and recreation:

Scottsdale Parks and 
Recreation Strategic Plan
2023-2028

The department's 5-year strategic 
plan, adopted in early 2023, identified 
short-term priorities based on current 
resources and challenges. Priorities, as 
well as the results of the statistically- 
valid survey associated with this plan, 
were studied as a part of the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan.

f :s.\. Scottsdale General 
Plan 2035

The General Plan is the primary 
tool for guiding the future of the 
city holistically. It contains the 
community's goals and policies 
on character and design, land 
use, open space and the natural 
environment, business and 
economics, neighborhood vitality, 
transportation, and growth.

Trails Master Plan
BIKE &TRAIIS MAP

This document and associated mapping aims to achieve the overall goal of creating 
a citywide network of interconnected trails for use by multiple non-motorized user 
groups. The Trails Master Plan guides the provision of trails within the city outside the 
Preserve.

Tourism and Events Strategic Plan 2023-2028

jfti .1» «

V

1^Since 2000, City staff have contracted with tourism experts to work with the City and its 
destination marketing partner, Experience Scottsdale, to create recommendations for each 
of the 5-year strategic tourism development marketing plans. Its purpose is to create an 
integrated comprehensive strategic plan to drive tourism and support the long-term success 
and resilience of Scottsdale’s tourism industry.

Shade and Tree Plan

The Scottsdale Shade and Tree Plan sets out to cultivate a greener, more vibrant cityscape, enriching the lives of 
residents and visitors alike through a strategic focus on shade and urban forestry. Inspired by a collective vision 
shared by the City Council and Scottsdale's diverse community, this initiative aims to enhance the urban canopy, 
promote environmental resilience, and foster a healthier, more livable city for generations to come. This planning 
process is underway and is scheduled to be adopted in early 2025.

Page 3 of 13
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

lEtepartmen^tfi-ij^!

The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for a number of diverse offerings and elements. The 
department supports the following functions: m

Adaptive Leisure
Recreation Education

Services

Medians and 
Right'Of-Way

Youth
Programs

Aquatics

X *JJ

m

Sport Field 
Allocation/ 
Reservations

Adult
Sports

Scottsdale
Stadium

Sports
Complexes

Special
Events

0
Sports &
Fitness | Parks
Facilities | Maintenance

The Jansportaton Department currently oversees trails and multi-use paths.
The Human Seivices Department currently oversees senior services and the Oly's two senior centers

DEMOGRAPHICS AND TRENDS ASSESSMENT

The city’s population is steadily increasing and is projected to experience a population increase of 11.7% over 
the next 15 years. This is in line with the national average over the same time. With a growing population, parks 
and recreation services wilt need to strategically invest, develop, and maintain parks and recreation facilities in 
relation to current and future residential growth.

Recl’cntiun Ti'endsSB
By 2038. the city is 
expected to grow older 
as the 55-*- age segment 
is expected to represent 
49^bof the total 
population.
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Fitness walking is the 
most popular activity

Pickleball and 
tennis have gained

overall nationally and participants nationally

Hiking and biking are 
on the rise nationally 

and locally
locally and locally

5
- Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS FINDINGS

Conservation Park/Preserve Acreage Per 1,000 Population

125.87

1.05 0.18

Scottsdale Henderson Mesa

0.40 0.00
Gilbert Goodyear

Revenue to Operating Expenditures (Cost Recovery)
35%

I 31%

21%
16% 15%

Scottsdale Gilbert Mesa Henderson Goodyear

Total Number of Full-Time Employees |FTEs)

578
462

363
249

126

Goodyear Henderson Mesa Scottsdale Gilbert

Systemwide Parks Master Planning Community Engagement Inputs

312,841

61,000
22,908 10.986 2.630

Scottsdale Gilbert Goodyear Mesa Henderson

COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT

S7% of residents believe Scottsdale parks preserve open space 
and protect the environment

86% of residents believe Scottsdale parks improve 
their physical health and fitness

90% of residents report v/siting Scottsdale parks and 
recreation facilities within the last year

86% I

75% of residents report vls/t/ng Scottsdale parks and 
recreation facilities once a month

92% of residents believe Scottsdale parks provide 
access to green space, nature, and playgrounds

92% 1
k.

r
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

The Shape Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan utili/ted a comprehensive process lo engage the 
community, understand needs, and analyze results of community feedback. The Master Plan’s robust outreach 
process gathered input from staff, stakeholders, user groups, and thousands of residents to obtain diverse and 
well-rounded feedback on Scottsdale Parks and Recreation currently and what opportunities exist for the future. 
In addition to touchpoints with the public via social media, public meetings, website visits, and intercept feedback, 
groups that provided input include but are not limited to the following:

Mayor and City Council
Parks and Recreation Commission

Mayor s Youth Council
Scottsdale Leadership Development Program 
Parks and Recreation Staff 
Planning and Zoning

Transportation
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
Real Estate
Tourism and Experience Scottsdale 
Community Development 
Public Safety

• Water
Shape Scottsdale’s outreach included more than 300.000 touches with the community through in-person and 
digital outreach methods. Input received was synthesized into common values and then actionable strategies 
and recommendations to be implemented by the City of Scottsdale. The ideas, goals, and recommendations 
documented in this plan are a direct result of a multi-faceted engagement process and a community that takes 
pride in its city and prioritizes parks, recreation, and wellness.

ShapeScottsdaleParks.com included tools to:
• Provide your feedback

• Share a comment on an interactive map

Otfier Engagement Tools

• Identify parks priorities with a budget tool

• Share your big idea

.
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312,841

4
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i staff, Stakeholdm 

n 5nd User Group meetings^
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6,29:

' -

^fenfs

^iiblic
^qrkshops

ftual Public 
Workshops

Website Visits

Website (9,084)
6,:. ;:-: -Total Website Visits 

1.500 -Feedback Responses 
641 -Interactive Map Comments 

23S -Share Your Big Idea 
263 - Budget Game Respondents

' Statistically-Valid 
Survey

Intercept Surveys and Outreach Meetings (1,292)

F0I

57/-Post
Reactions

Social Media Reach 
(301,438)

2,37iy-Likes
4?:0-Event 

RSVPs/Event 
Interest

266.70-i>-Post 
and Story 

Views/People 
Reached

Comments

o*r4-Shares

29,365-Other
Clicks

96-Safety Luau 
66-80s Night 

25-Slide the Rails
68-Playground 

Workshop

(8 - Workshop #1 
106-Fall Festival

I8-Dunkin for 
Pumpkins

542-The Ultimate 
Playdate

6-Polo 
Championships

.y-Workshop #2 Statistically-Valid 
36-Skate Park Survey (500)

Workshops 
260-Workshop #3

W/- Canal 
Convergence 

(Project Promotion) 
N/,t-SUSD Middle 

School Sports (Project 
Promotion)

N/A-Parada Del Sol 
(Project Promotion)

Polco Open Link 
Survey (445)

Speak Up 
Scottsdale (82)
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KEY CAPITAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND FUNDING 
NEEDS

86% of residents
support improving existing 
park infrastructure

REINVESTING IN THE INDIAN BEND WASH PARKS
The Indian Bend Wash is an example of green infrastructure that has been the recipient of major awards and 
has inspired communities internationally. In addition to serving as visionary benchmark for multi-use flood 
control solutions, it has been a treasured community asset for decades. Originally constructed in the 1970s, the 
park infrastructure within the Indian Bend Wash parks are over a half century old. It is a system that requires 
a higher level of maintenance, as the parks are primarily situated within the floodway. The aging of the parks 
within the Indian Bend Wash has led to the need for reinvestment in infrastructure.

Reinvesting in the Indian Bend Wash through capital improvements and reclassification as a regional park 
is a focal point of this plan. Benefits of reimagining the Indian Bend Wash recreation opportunities and 
reclassifying the Indian Bend Wash to a regional park include but are not limited to the following;

• Rebranding the Indian Bend Wash as a destination for residents and visitors alike

• Improving wayfinding, access, and connectivity

• Activating the parks to bolster the feeling of safety
• Optimizing the layout of amenities and facilities to best accommodate resident needs while reducing 

redundant support facilities
• Bolstering the user experience and providing well-distributed support amenities and circulation

• Dedicating a regional park maintenance team to keep parks in the floodway operating at a high level

• Increasing revenue generation opportunities

• Diversifying amenity and program offerings

Most Indian Bend Wash f^rk infrastructure is ove^

"U*.

iM'S
^_j

■ ryv’
f/ Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan

HIGH-PRIORITY CAPITAL NEEDS

Statistically Valid Survey
• Nature Trails •
• MulthUse Paths
• NatUftn Areas and

Exhibit "A" to Resolution No, 13283
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MEDIUM-PRIORITY CAPITAL 
NEEDS

• Destination ,, 
and A|1vpnfur/_^ 
Piqygfoupd^nicl

Green spacasr; ^ , Splash PSas
• Conservatories • *A^q^t,tc/Poot Factliiiei
• Pickleball Courts •.the IBVV Parks
• Community Gardens ,
• Indoor Fitness and *'7/

Exercise Facilities • Add Shatje.afldTreed
• Dog Parks

It is clear trails and-preservation pro associated «v(lii 
ca^ks and even vvheniit is a separate depariipeni,
Parks heeds to work ivdh themclosely to rnake these 
eoaUs'.reehtyi -.'•"'■i-- t

• Outdoor 
Performance 
Spaces

• Rock Walls and 
Ropos Courses

• Fishing Areas

• Indoor Sports 
Fields

• Tennis Court 
Replacement

• Nature Centers/ 
Environmental 
Learning Centers

• Outdoor Exercise 
Equipment

• Park Ramadas/ 
Pavilions

• Indoor Hard 
Courts

• Bike Parks

• Recreation/ 
Community 
Centers

RESIDENT SUPPORT FOR PARKS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

86% of residents support improving existing park Infraatrueture 
79% of residents support Improving existing multi-use path syttemi 

Top capital improvement project priorities for residents include:

Additional Shade Structures (75%) Additional and Improved Park Restrooms (66%)

Q| Improved Water-Efficiency of Irrigation Systems (64%)

FUNDING NEEDS TO SUPPORT EXISTING PARKS AND FACILITIES

The table below represents funding needed to replace existing park amenities in-kind. These figures are a product 
of the park inventory and assessment and represent asset needs as part of a life-cycle replacement schedule.
The table below does not reflect the additional need for visionary projects including new or reimagined parks, 
amenities, and facilities. Based on the high-and medium-priority capital needs, parks and facilities would require 
reimagining and new amenities to meet modern user needs.

Type, (i-SP :ar - .liii',
■■ TTTrrlT';-;

Parks

Facilities

Planning and Design

$17,191,405

$16,320,201

$70,795,258

$36,486,828

$50,100,371

$8,922,974

totals i4(^ggi^7;'^i'.738i,503 $70,828,014

Local Benchmarks:
2024 Capital 

Improvement Budgets

G/lbert-

$343,284,000
Mesa-

$64,803,097
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RECREATION PROGRAM ANALYSIS

The Recreation Program Analysis studied the Department’s recreation program offerings to evaluate the 
effectiveness of its community recreation facilities and services. The evaluation aimed to answer key questions 
about the City’s programs and services, such as:

• w

Top 5 Program Needs:

• Community Events

• Adult Fitness and Wellness Programs

• Arts and Cultural Programs

• Older Adult Fitness Programs

• Performing Arts Programs

wth f.'ommLtnity UeB'res'’

’rniinity iicfds?

(’i verinK fiigh-qualitY pfogltjnis/siervicps*^

;if fesourcas tQ recreauyn? . . , . -...
Top 5 Future Recreation 

Program Desires:

• Pickleball Opportunities

• Disc Golf Opportunities

• Dog Parks to Create Social Experiences

• Better Lap Swim Times
• Additional Swimming Opportunities

recre
good

More than 75% of 
Scottsdale residents 
participate in City- 
provided programs, 
activities, or events

90% rated Scottsdale’s 
recreation program as 
good or excellent

Page 8 of 13

Program Needs:

! • Several programs, notably aquatics, tennis, and leisure 
I education, have significant waiting lists. Highly populated 

waiting lists demonstrate significant unmet needs and 
lost revenue opportunities.

• There may be an unmet need in adult and older adult 
programs. However, senior center activities provided 
through Human Services account for part of this need.

• Helping ensure a more balanced geographical 
distribution of events across the city is imperative.

• Enhancing neighborhood park use by organizing more 
intimate gatherings may be highly welcomed and foster a 
greater sense of community.

• in 2023, more than 2,000 individuals primarily seeking 
children’s swimming lessons were waitlisted. Limited pool 
space hampers program expansion efforts.

• Demand for adaptive recreation services has surged 
since the COVlD-19 pandemic. There is a clear need for 
expanded social and recreational offerings.

• Limited indoor program space is a challenge for Leisure 
Education and Youth Development programs.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

Exhibit “A” to Resolution No. 13283
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ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE ASSESSMENT

The organization structure assessment evaluates the Department’s organizational and management structure, 
staffing, and financial investment in parks and recreation to assess its effectiveness and efficiency.

Key Organizational Structure Assessment Findings:
People Process Product

• Additonal FTEs are needed 
to provide the desired 
levels of service needed to 
serve our expanded parks 
and recreation system

increase special events 
team staffing

Increase adaptive 
recreation staffing

• increased event delivery
capacity and the ability to meet 
increasing resident needs

_ • Extended adaptive
programming opportunities

More streamlined process _• Ability to track and make easy 
Eft hiring and accounting data-driven decisions

Full-time Employees (FTEs)
Fac/lit/es/ma/nfenance respons/b/lities added 
since the peak FTE count (2008) include:

■265Frt' 249FTC5
308 FTEs 268rTF<.;

2008 2018 2023 2025
Please lelerence (he FTE Compara^e Analysis Findings on page 8 of (Ns document.

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT

Scottsdale Sports 
Complex 
Camelback Park
McDowell 
Mountain Ranch 
Park & Aquatic 
Center
Thompson Peak 
Park
George "Doc" 
CavaUiere Park

Bell94 Sports 
Complex

• Reata Sports 
Complex

• DC Ranch 
Neighborhood Park

• Future: Thompson 
Peak Dog Park

• Future; Ashler Hills 
Park

An increase in maintenance staff is necessary to maintain the level of service the community is accustomed to. 
The city's parks assets have evolved and grown and the city’s park utilization and population has grown. While 
visionary, the City's parks inventory includes spaces which require higher levels of maintenance. For example, 
the Indian Bend Wash parks are predominantly in a floodway and the Scottsdale Sports Complex is in a basin 
and is used for parking for large special events, requiring special maintenance considerations. Adding staffing 
and resources for the adequate maintenance of parks will be critical for the system moving forward.

Key Mamtenance Assessment Findings:
^

c'nu if
Establish a Neighborhood 
Parks Team dedicated 
to serving this park 
classification throughout 
the city.

Establish an Urban Implement an asset increase contractual budget
Forestry Team to maintain management software to for third-party maintenance
and foster the goals of the keep track of inventory needs to provide appropriate
Shade and Tree Plan. and lifecycle replacement contractual resources to

needs. manage Scottsdale tree
network.
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VISION AND VALUES
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The following six values identified are themes that have emerged from the robust community outreach and 
stakeholder involvement associated with this project. These values will drive the way Parks and Recreation approaches 
and achieves plan recommendations. These values will assist in reimagining, sustaining, and maintaining quality 
outdoor spaces that are welcoming, walkable, mindful of our desert environment, and promote community wellness.

%
REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS

Continued focus on 
replacement 

of aging infrastructure

What We Heard:

88^/ti Ql residents au
iiTifjrov rii'

Creation of systems to 
consistently maintain a 
high level of quality and 
maintenance in existing 

parks

Special focus on Indian 
Bend Wash parks, some of 
Scottsdale's oldest parks, 
that are in need of major 

infrastructure replacement

Key Recommendations: m
npicivin^j p.itks iritr»TStructUfL 

!.•> lh€ "1 mosl irruQ'ffitii
iiT’pfovefTtent lo resic)i2>’'t

househulds

shot t-tormI Execute the Indian Bend Wash Lakes and 
Irrigation Improvements project at Eldorado and Vista 
del Camino parks.

Conduct a site-specific Cactus Park Master 
Plan effort with community outreach.

short^fermj__________n Conduct a site-specific Chaparral Park
Master Plan effort with community outreach.

mulii USQ 
uj’h syalem is the »■? most 
important imnrovsmerTt to 

resicient hQi.;S(‘hol(ls

Page 9 of 13

mid^tenQ Formulate a business plan and marketing 
strategy for rebranding the Indian Bend Wash as a 
regional park. This reclassification would serve as 
a recreation destination and also provide the parks 
with a higher level of service and higher maintenance 
standard.

Continue implementing restroom 
replacement program.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

Exhibil "A" to Resolution No. 13283

^^^COTTSDAIH #PAlKStRIC*[*I10N

I
^NVIRONMENTAL^t^li^ftCE

4?
Intentional, responsible, 
and strategic water use

What We Heard

pi rcsidpnls ogicr? pnrks 
pa'SicrvG open spet-u and (jrarcct 

t'le environment

Implementation of 
the latest irrigation 

technologies

Tree life-cycle study and 
tree replacement program

/

Key Recommendations:

I Implement tree replacement program 
to ensure lifecycle of mature trees and adequate 
natural shade canopy. Implement recommendations 
of Shade and Tree Plan.

Conduct irrigation assessment at city 
parks to assess system and need for pumps with the 
goal of narrowing irrigation water windows.

IsfrpfivfgtmI Develop messaging to the general public 
that includes education on steps the City has taken/is 
taking to make water-efficient decisions.

h improyifi 
I ri/'ofion

nty' I
mid-rer, Consider more resilient slope treatments 
to handle flows in Indian Bend Wash Parks.

I Upgrade irrigation 
technology for resilience and water efficiency in 
rights-of-way. medians, and parks.
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INCLUSIVE SYSTEM PROMOTING 
COMMUNITY WELLNESS

t
Increased provision 
of indoor recreation 

opportunities through 
existing City venues and 

partnerships

Increased aquatics 
opportunities

Reinvest in and create 
additional indoor 

facilities to meet modern 
programming needs

Equitable distribution of 
quality parks programs

Consider ways to 
continue to support the 
City's strong adaptive 
recreation programs

Explore opportunities 
to leverage WestWorld 

for additional recreation 
opportunities

What We Heard:

1
Adding siui.dq siruqlurus i'? ihe 
top CIP prioN'f'/ for rettidcnt-s

Aniiatf'cs prnpr 
WrUlilStS ii"'

Aqu.ulic&/Pool t-'acilmeb v/os 
thL’ >> 1 facility need by o' 

r’eiiuondeidb

Indgor wai thy ^3
IjiCilitv need on.me

Key Recommendations:
Add more rentable group ramadas in north 

Scottsdale parks.

Add a multi-generational recreation center 
and aquatics facility to central Scottsdale that includes 
an indoor track and indoor court space.

long-term________ I Add a multi-generational recreation center
at Indian School Park that includes an indoor track and 
indoor court space.

Create at least one dedicated large indoor 
space for leisure education programs, after-school 
programs and summer programs to serve areas south of 
the Mountain View Park Community Center.

Provide larger multi-use rooms for indoor 
rental space.

What We Heard:

91m ol fC3'ricni5 
Adi’Pllvxi Ptir.rc.itiL 

’.client or good 
■C5 large; 'A jittr.

Adult and oidtM adult ti 
inid wcllnPSK. pratifiiM) 

uiydcfserved

rank the 
1 Cent nr as 
rd It often 
nurnbOfS

I !onvnunitv Pvf'ntL; tht 
iL'S! pi ui'ty tor iirogramn 

ir'vestmtnt

Key Recommendations: m’

■
_________ J\A/ork with transportation to study
transportation service and trolley routes to assist in 
transportation for adaptive recreation participants.

Partner with Vl/estWorld to provide 
recreation opportunities and events in the north.

:ShQXt,ferm:

QQ^^^^^^^Qwork with Community 
Assistance Office to find park improvement projects 
eligible for federal and grant funding

j Add a new adaptive recreation space in 
the northern part of the city.
ilBqg-lerqf

Page 10 of 13
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S^i" Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

Exhibit "A" to Resolution No. 13283

#^C0nSDALE ^PMlsiRtauiiOH

STAFFING AND RESOURCES 
FOR SUCCESS

a
Coordinate with City of 

Scottsdale Transportation 
to complete key shared- 
use paths that support a 

strong parks network

Effectively communicate 
parks and recreation 

offerings

Offer strongly attended 
and frequent community 
events with the goal of 
bringing the community 

together

Implement an asset 
management program 
for park amenities and 

equipment

implement life-cycle 
replacement guidelines 

to deter future aging 
infrastructure issues

Create staffing schedules 
that ensure necessary 

customer service seven 
days per week

What We Heard

r
Gornm(milvtevoht‘tare Iho :

p'lonj-y fc in'.H.’,,|iri(:!U
toi programs

N.iiuie trails pnil mult] use 
paths were the too iwoononhes 

for facilities

I wulkin^^, tiikin|^ 
nf» nre all lecreaiiDn ircocis 
incfCjisinR in poputa.....

61% of non i> 
they wori: ii'jt 
Offerod by In 

Parks niK

Key Recommendations: m
ish.qrt/term_________ I Complete a signage plan and study with the
goal of new wayfinding for the entire parks system.

Work closely with
Transportation on multi-use path locations and future 
projects. Move paths that allow e-bikes to the perimeter 
or out of the active park area.

Host a community-based signature event at 
WestWorld.

mid-teftnI Bolster public awareness of parks and 
recreation offerings through innovative marketing and 
communications.

Host micro events annually in neighborhood 
parks throughout the city.

Key Recommendations: iP-'
short tfirm.

short-te/m

short-term

I Create a Neighborhood Park Team and Urban Forestry Team.

I Increase special event staff to accommodate more community events.

j Create an asset management/asset replacement program for parks amenities and equipment.

I Create a volunteer program and coordinate with local service learning programs for future 
volunteer integration.

Create positions for park hosts that can enforce park rules, manage field and ramada reservations, 
and provide renters with a point of contact to check in with.

short-term

00299 Acquire additional maintenance equipment that would allow more tasks like large tree care services 
and turf aerification to be completed in-house.

Page 11 of 13
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VISIONARY PROJECTS

I • • . . .

This section illustrates projects that embody the key desired outcomes of the master plan and could shape the 
future of Scottsdale’s parks and recreation system. Visionary projects represent the implementation of services 
and facilities desired by the community and the ultimate goals of the parks and recreation system and by 
providing a long-range look to address future needs and deficiencies. The visionary projects address complete 
renovations of select aging parks and facilities. Visionary project include:

Indian School Park Master Plan Implementation
The Indian School Park Master Plan included a robust community-driven approach to determine needs and 
priorities of residents and users. The master plan included a hybrid approach to outreach including a project- 
specific interactive website, interactive map, public workshops, virtual meetings, mailers and pop-up events. 
The site-specific master plan’s project website received over 5,000 views and over 1,000 feedback responses. 
This master plan truly embodies the needs of the community and also serves the broader needs of the city.

HIGH- AND MEDIUM-PRIORITY NEEDS MET AS PART 
OF THIS PROJECT:

MuUj-Vj^.paths 
■ • Natural areas and

J • >Pickifeisall-courts »
• Indoor fitness and fverciss facilities r -'

DestrnalfoitaiTd'Bdventiire playgrounds and splashrtWdT . .
Outdoor erteriiiSD eouidmeftt f ^• Outdoijr excfcise epkii^mcfnl

• .Park^jjsmnada&zpavilions

•_ Int^riharcfcsouiH- ’ .j /'"J
' R(ii;4ahohTti''9mmunitv eon4r^_^ itn

■' • OUtfiiar performance
• Rcini|!riai|«,and rope;. cour^^^jlfejW

- .T- 4 p[•#»'

Parks and Recreation 
CfitrMaster Plan

;0 ■

Exhibit "A” to Resolution No. 13283

Hj^SCOTTSDAU I^PuilStRlCIUTION

2)

Cactus Park Aquatics Facility
This project includes the complete replacement of the Cactus Park Aquatics facility to meet increasing 
aquatics demands. The current facility is in poor condition and has many limitations including pool leakage, 
dated, restrooms, limited Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access and security concerns. The existing 
facility hosts 144,000 guests annually and is the only City aquatics facility that can host swimming and 
diving competitions. The aquatics facility replacement project was supported as part of the Bond 2019. This 
plan recommends moving forward with a the replacement and expansion of the existing facility as well as 
the inclusion of additional recreation center space at this facility. A renovation of the park should also be

HIGH- AND MEDIUM-PRIORITY NEEDS MET AS PART | 
OF THIS PROJECT;

• Miiiti’Utso pattis

• Pir.klebiilt courts
• IndouT tilniiss and oxer cise Jiicjliti^s
» Destipattoo tindiidvehture Mlflygroupds and 

3pli)sK padii

• Ab.uatics find pool faCdifies

OutdQijr €iii,yrCi‘..o epuipnient 
Park rarhs'itlaii''navilicfns 
Indopr hSfji courts 
Reerpet^n/comrnghity cent-ors^ 
Ootdaarper^orrnancf? 3Pa.ces 
Tepnis-itoOrt feplacetnerit .

^ >r*wvfcjr:i«4i

considered as part of this project.

Vista del Camino Park and Eldorado Park Master Plan 
Implementation
In 2019, the City of Scottsdale completed the Indian Bend Wash Master Plan: Thomas to McKellips. Some of 
the recommendations of that plan, including lake and irrigation infrastructure repairs, are currently being

HIGH- AND MEDIUM-PRIORITY NEEDS MET AS PART 
OF THIS PROJECT; k.

Outdoor unurciSQ oquifJmonl 
Park roniadai'/pavillbns ' 
Recreottpn,/cah^rnurtily CQiilers 
Dutdopr performance ppaiiRS 
Biks'parks ;

Fishing areas * ''
Tennis conrI iiipUicemedt *

Naluip trails ; ,

Mulh use paths ■■ ' -

Naliir.il .ireps and greeri

Pn klejiall ebufts ‘ - '
■' -

Dogpuik^ - ’ I

Dostifiation and advanffife play^iyifds and 
splash pads ’ ,
Aqiiallcs .insf pdoi IT-tEiliil)i^"»^''i^’-
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WHAT IS THE SHAPE SCOTTSDALE:
PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN?

The Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan is a long-range plan that identifies key irtitiatives. 
policies, and implementation strategies to guide Scottsdale's Parks and Recreation Department 
projects and services over the next 10+ years. The purpose of the plan is to offer strategies, 
recommendations, and operational guidelines that will allow the City to meet the needs of current and 
future City of Scottsdale residents.
The Parks and Recreation Department's mission is to create remarkable parks and recreation places 
and experiences that support a healthy, inclusive, and active community. The City aims to deliver 
exceptional programs and services to enhance the oualitv of life for all of its residents. The Master

Create a comprehensive and compelling vision and direction 
for Parks and Recreation

Propose various approaches for accommodating growth |
while keeping the fiscal picture in balance j '-fcS,,, -

Strategically identify gaps and prioritize future 
improvements and programming for Parks and Recreation

Gain understanding of current and desired levels of service 
and facilities in order to demonstrate more equitable 
distribution of service and opportunity

Understand potential partnership opportunities and 
funding options

Evaluate operations and maintenance practices with an aim 
to generate long-term sustainability and resilience benefits

. • * . • *
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A LEGACY OF GREAT PARKS AND OPEN SPACES

Shape Scottsdale, the City’s Parks and Recreation-specific master plan, included a robust community 
engagement strategy that resulted in a record number of community inputs. The values, goals, and 
recommendations put forward by this plan were truly shaped by the community. It is clear parks and recreation 
is an integral part of Scottsdale's identity and residents’ values. As the longest nationally accredited parks 
and recreation agency in Arizona and one of the ffve longest accredited agencies in the US. Scottsdale has a 
reputation as a great parks city with world-class parks and amenities. This plan intends to lay the groundwork 
to reinvigorate and continue a legacy of great parks and open spaces In Scottsdale, Arizona.

Since Its inception, the City has prioritized recreation for its residents and tourists. City leaders and forward- 
thinking resident volunteers saw the importance and civic value recreation brings to the community even 
before the creation of a formal parks and recreation department. They sought out creative ways to deliver 
recreation opportunities to the growing community utilizing their limited resources, facilities, and funding 
to their full extent To this day. the City of Scottsdale has been greatly benefiting from the cutting-edge, 
recreation-focused, and green infrastructure • based solutions and decisions made decades ago. For years, 
Scottsdale residents have been enjoying the benefits of these unique and foundational parks and recreation 
elements. The City has a responsibility to preserve, maintain, and advance the vision that was established 
decades ago for future generations of Scottsdale residents.

A few key examples include:

Scottsdale Stadium has been the West’s Most Western spring training venue since 1955. Scottsdale’s 
first park was located on the 27 acres adjacent to the stadium and included a community pool, a rodeo 
arena, and the Scottsdale Boys' Club.

The department developed the “fun mobile" to expand the reach of parks and recreation’s Influence 
across the city. The fun mobile delivered recreation activities and provided neighborhood block parties 
throughout the city.

The Parks and Recreation Department managed the Community Pool, but relied on a partnership with 
the Scottsdale school district for joint use of playgrounds and sports facilities.

In 1962. the Parks and Recreation Commission recommended the City lease or purchase 1,760 acres 
of land from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management in the northeast corner of the city for recreation 
purposes. In 1972, the City identified open space around the McDowell Mountain area to be used for 
hiking and preservation which led to the start of the McDowell Sonoran Preserve that today includes 
over 32,580 acres of protected lands allowing public access for passive recreation.

For decades, repeated flooding through the Indian Bend Wash divided the city in half and caused 
millions of dollars in damage. The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) planned for 
a concrete-lined channel to mitigate flooding. Scottsdale citizens challenged these plans and 
recommended the area’s flood control be designed around a greenbelt park system. Today. Indian Bend 
Wash is considered one of Scottsdale’s most significant innovations and is rated among the top urban 
green spaces in the nation.

The timeline on page 5 showcases additional significant milestones for Scottsdale parks and recreation.
For years, Scottsdale residents have been enjoying the benefits of these unique and foundational parks and 
recreation elements. The City has a responsibility to preserve, maintain, and advance the vision that was 
established decades ago for future generations of Scottsdale residents.
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I _ , . 11970 The City of Scottsdale
I srant to

i develop a 35-acre park in the 
' I flood plain of Indian Bend Wash

■ ^.j Camino Park.

o

C,'

/
1 ^ ^ n Seottadala's firat park
began in 1956 when the city 
acquired 27 acres on the east side 
of the downtown area. The acreage 
included a stadium, rodeo arena, 
municipal swimming pool and the 
Scottsdale’s Boys' Club.

1971 The City of Scottsdale has 
been awarded a federal grant 
for the development of the new 
Chaparral Park to be developed 
in Indian Bend Wash.

TiTorrwMonsawaSS 1 
TKta

4
1972 The City of 
Scottsdale took 
its first steps to 
develop a bicycle 
pathway s^em.

1972 The City identified a 1.280- 
acre city park in the McDowell 
Mountains, the proposed park 
is located in the far southeast 
corner of the McDowell 
Mountains rarKTh with elevations 
varying from 1,400 to 4,000 feet

1960s| 1970s

T
1966 City of Scottsdale 
acquired 55 acres on Miller 
Road for a future park 
(eventually named 
Eldorado Park).
Scottsdale applied for 
federal land and water 
conservation funds to 
help finance the pool 
Eldorado Park becomes the 
City's first Community Park.

T

mtm

1974 The City of 
Scottsdale's Parks and 
Recreation Department 
established Club SAR.

1969 In January the City Parks & 
Recreation Department introduced 
its Fun Mobile, the state's first 
recreation center on wheels.

I "fl Parked at ChesHutt ot Eldoracfo 
Parks, it carried sports and game 
equipment for children's parties 

to neighborhoods throughout 
Scottsdale.

1975 McCormick Railroad
Park opened October 4 on the 
southeast corner of Indian Bend 
and Scottsdale Roads, a gift to 

the city by the McCormick 
family and Guy Stillman,

1978 Indian School Park 
was established as a 60-acre 

community park. The new park 
featured baseball fields to 

be used by spring 
training teams.

1983 On June 21. Scottsdale 
voters approved a $69 million 
bond issue which included 
improvements at Cactus 
Park, Scottsdale Ranch Park, 
adding a community center at 
Mountain View Park 
artd developing 
neighborhood 
parks including 
Cholla Park.

o
2006 Construction of the 
CAP Basin Sports Complex is 
completed providing tournament 
level multi-use fields and parking 
for the TPC PGA golf tournament

2006 The McDowell 
Mountain Ranch Park 
& Aquatic Center was 
dedicated in October.

c

1994McDoweU 
Mountains Preserve
and Commission 
established.

1

2022 The Bel(94 and Reata 
Sports Complexes, begin 
design and construction

1
1980 1990 2000-2020

1981
Mountain
View
Park was
established
as a 20-acre
community
park.

T
1992 Scottsdale Stadium, 
was completely rebuilt after 
the 1991 spring training 
season, and dedicated Feb. 
29, just in time for San 
Francisco Giants 
Spring Training 
1992 season.

1992 Horizon Park 
was established as 
a community park.

1

1986 Horseman’s Park (Westworld) opened in 
1986 on a 356-acre site, and initially featured 
an open-air arena, several smaller open arenas, 
stables, recreational vehicle hookups 

a large field that served as 
a parking lot as well as a flood 
control basin. A business plan for 
Horseman’s Park identified need 
for improvements at the Equidome,

2021 Civic Center 
began a major 
renovation project 
and closed in October 
for construction 
and reconfiguration 
upgrade.

2000 Established the 
Preserve Ordinance 
to protect the McDowell 
Mountain Sonoran
preserve.

2023 Scottsdale Parks 
& Recreation launched 
a systemwide parks 
and recreation matter 
planning process 
with a comprehensive 
stakeholder and 
community outreach 
program to determine 
comfrxmity rteeds.a:a
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Department Overview

Scottsdale Parks and Recreation

Aquatics Youth
Programs

Scottsdale
Stadium

Medians and 
Right-Of-Way

Adaptive
Services

Leisure
Education
Services

Special
Events

A A
iin

sport Field 
Allocation/ 
Reservations

Sports &
Fitness
Facilities

Adult
Sports

Parks
Maintenance

Sports
Complexes

X

Scottsdale Stadium
Located in the middle of Old Town Scottsdaie, the Scottsdale Stadium sits on the corner of 
Osborn Road and Drinkwater Boulevard. This venue, built in 1955 and updated throughout 
the years, currently serves as the Spring Training home for the San Francisco Giants. 
Scottsdale Stadium stands out among the Cactus League venues because of its unique 
character and old-school charm. In addition to Its professional-level field and amenities. 
Scottsdale Stadium offers severai event spaces that showcase the versatile and unique 
setting that can accommodate dynamic events of varying scales including the Fieldhouse, 
the Banyan Room, the Press Levei, and the Lodge.

Aquatics
Scottsdale offers aquatics facilities at Cactus Aquatic & Fitness Center, Chaparral Aquatic 
Center. Eldorado Aquatic & Fitness Center, and McDowell Mountain Aquatic & Fitness 
Center. The mission of Aquatics is to provide the highest quality of aquatic instructional and 
recreation services to Scottsdale residents and visitors in order to help achieve their vision; 
“everyone learns to swim.” These facilities provide affordable, safe, and diverse activities to 
meet community needs, with a focus on drowning prevention and water safety awareness.

i
TODAY’S PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for a number of diverse offerings and elements. The 
department supports the following functions:

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan KiJiSCOTTSDAIE paiiks & recreation

Sports Complexes
The Reata, Bell94, and Scottsdale Sports Complexes are designed to be state-of- 
the-art competitive sport field venues, offering tournament-level playing conditions. 
The complexes are public recreation destinations, attracting national and regional 
tournament play and providing quality facilities for a variety of sporting activities. The 
facilities accommodate a variety of flat-field sports such as soccer, lacrosse, football, 
and rugby.

q.;":

Youth Programs
Youth programs offer dynamic and enriching recreational opportunities for youth. The 
activities offered vary and evolve responding to trends and varied interests for different
age groups. Youth programs aim to contribute to the physical, social, and mental growth 
of each participant.
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Adult Sports
Adult sports league otferings vary by season and include basketball, flag football. 
It'ckball. co-ed softball, men's softball, indoor volleyball, and sand volleyball.

AlfA
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___ Medians and Rights-of-Way
^ Parks and Recreation is responsible for maintaining the roadway medians and rights of

way in the downtown area.

Sports and Fitness Facilities
Sports and Fitness facilities includes the city’s two tennis centers at Indian School Park 
and Scottsdale Ranch Park. Cactus Fitness Center. Club SAR. Eldorado Fitness Center, 
and McDowell Mountain Fitness Center. These facilities offer sports and fitness options 
for users of all fitness levels, including a variety of classes and workout equipment

Leisure Education Services
Leisure Education Services offer dynamic and enriching recreational opportunities for 
users of all ages. The activities offered vary and evolve responding to trends and varied 
interests. Leisure education programs aim to contribute to the physical, social, and 
mental growth of each participant

^ ^

(Si'
Sport Field Allocation/Reservations
The Sports Field Reservation Office reserves sports fields at parks throughout 
Scottsdale and at designated Scottsdale Unified School District (SUSD) locations. All 
organized play requires a reservation.

Adaptive Recreation
Adaptive Recreation provides fun, safe, and meaningful social and recreational 
opportunities for participants with neuro and physical diversities. Using art. dance,

0 music, life skills, recreation, and sports, the programs provides opportunities to grow
physically, emotionally, cognitively, and socially. Adaptive Recreation includes social 
and recreation programming, outings, and Special Olympics Arizona sports. This area 
also supports program accommodations which may be able to assist, accommodate, 
and facilitate participation for participants with disabilities in mainstreamed Scottsdale 
Parks & Recreation, Human Services, Leisure Education, and Community Services 
programs.

it

J,i i

Parks Maintenance
Parks Maintenance maintains all of the city's parks and performs routine actives to 
ensure the parks are clean, safe, and operational. The goat of parks maintenance Is to 
ensure the parks serve the needs of the public.

Special Events
Special Events is committed to providing high-quality programs and events to residents 
throughout the year with the goal of connecting the community. Special events include 
city signature events and smaller community events.

The Parks and Recreation Department supports an extensive system of parks, 
facilities, and open spaces as shown on the next page.
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The master planning process enables the City to assess the community's parks and recreation needs and
interests and it enables decision makers to prioritize resource allocation decisions for existing and new . .v
amenities and facilities, programs, services, and overall system maintenance. The Scottsdale Parks and , ,
Recreation Master Plan provides the following for the community:

Evaluates the existing park system and utilizes benchmarks of regional and national standards and 
potential service level improvements

Incorporates the vision, goals, and tasks outlined in other recently adopted planning documents

m 4 '---M.-gs?”™

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

Documents priorities, trends, and demands of the current population and charts a long-range plan for 
accommodating anticipated population growth and demographic evolution

Informs the community about park needs and the system's community assets

Develops an implementation plan that outlines projects, potential funding sources, and operations and 
maintenance implications

Identifies and prioritizes capital improvement projects for both existing parks and future park facilities 
based on community needs

Guides critical decisions about parks and recreation facilities, infrastructure, programs, and services

Develops guidelines for park design standards and park maintenance

1 Key themes that have emerged through stakeholder 
and community engagement that align with the City's 
vision and other City plans and policies

Strategies and 
Recommendations

Jim.• • • •

High-level ideals that support the values and 
outcomes the master plan aims to achieve

Short-, mid-, or long-term actions the City may take to 
realize the goals and embody the values of the plan

This long-range plan is designed to be flexible and adapt to constantly evolving circumstances. It is intended
to be a working document that will guide parks and recreation efforts, resources, and funding over at least a -
10-year period.
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ALIGNMENT WITH KEY PLANNING DOCUMENtT^^^^^^B^
m

Scottsdale's myriad of recent planning efforts demonstrate the City’s commitment to planning for a successful 
future. This plan aims to align its values, goats, and strategies and recommendations In the context of the 
following key planning documents relating to parks and recreation. /■

.023-20,8 Mfe-f
The department's S-year strategic plan, adopted in early 2023, identified? K K-trategIC lUlii^jiy 
short-term priorities based on current resources and challenges. S Plan
Priorities, as well as the results of the statistically-valid survey 202^02^^^^^
associated with this plan, were studied as a part of the Parks and V.B *' 7

Plan I
2023 2028

Recreation Master Plan.

m

r-ii:

The General Plan is the primai^^ 
' tool for guiding the future of 
I the city holistically. It contains
1 the community’s goals and

• ■ policies on character and design, land use, open space and the
1 natural environment, business and economics, neighborhood vitality,

-,V l^gnsportation.and growth. m

Since 2000. City staff have ^ |Since 2000. City staff have S
contracted with tourism experts to work with the City and its destination a 
marketing partner. Experience Scottsdale, to create recommendations , ® 
for each of the 5-year strategic tourism development marketing plans. ® 
Its purpose is to create an integrated comprehensive strategic plan - B 
to drive tourism and support the long-term success and resilience of . iB 
Scottsdale's tourism industry.

I

JWi. Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan
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2024 Organization Strategic Plan
The 2024 Organization Strategic Plan is centered around the following themes:

• Respect Character and Culture: To create vibrant and attractive places that accommodate a 
variety of ages and incomes and support the arts and multicultural traditions, update and amend the 
public art ordinances, policies, and procedures.

• Conserve and Preserve the Environment: To lead the region in the stewardship and sustainable 
management of the Sonoran Desert environment, finalize and adopt a Sustainability Plan merged with 
the Net Zero Energy Plan.

e Collaborate and Engage: To embrace citizens as active partners in decisions that affect their 
city, assist the Protect and FTesarve Scottsdale Task Force with developing a recommendation to City 
Council on a financial strategy to protect and preserve Scottsdale’s open spaces and quality of life, 
through identifying and quantifying the unfunded needs for the protection, preservation and perpetual 
maintenance of the City's open spaces (e.g., Indian Bend Wash Greenbelt and McDowell Sonoran 
Preserve), public safety and other needs.

• Foster Well-Being: To promote a culture of lifelong physical and mental health, and well-being for 
residents, visitors, employers, and employees, improve community health through participation in Blue 
Zones initiatives.

• Connect the Community: To protect the safety, form and comfort of urban communities, update 
construction mitigation and roadway noise policies.

• Revitalize Responsibly: To positively contribute to the community's physical, fiscal, and economic 
needs while improving the quality of life for area residents, update the special noise ordinance.

• Advance Innovation and Prosperity: To embrace a diverse and innovative economy to sustain our 
high quality of life through a variety of businesses, develop a program to support Scottsdale businesses.

Trails Master Plan
This document and associated mapping aims to achieve the overall 
goal of creating a citywide network of interconnected trails for 
use by multiple non-motorized user groups. The Trails Master Plan 
guides the provision of trails within the city outside the Preserve.

Shade and Tree Plan
The Scottsdale Shade and Tree Ran sets out to cultivate a greener, 
more vibrant cityscape, enriching the lives of residents and visitors 
alike through a strategic focus on shade and urban forestry. Inspired 
by a collective vision shared by the City Council and Scottsdale's 
diverse community, this initiative aims to enhance the urban 
canopy, promote environmental resilience, and foster a healthier, 
more livable city for generations to come. This planning process is 
underway and is scheduled to be adopted in early 2025.

BIKE & TRAILS MAP
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Introduction
aster Plan (“Rani is a Demographic & Recreation 
dale's Parks and Recreation Department (“City'O 
n served and identifies market trends in recreation. It 
! City and understand the types of parks, facilities, and 
satisfy the needs of residents.

This analysis is two-fold - it aims to answer the who and the what. First, it assesses the demographic 
characteristics and population projections of City residents to understand who they serve.

Secondly, recreational trends are examined on a national, regional, and local level to understand 
what the population served wants to do. Findings from this analysis establish a fundamental 
understanding that provides a basis for prioritizing the community need for parks, trails, facilities, 
and recreation programs.
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DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

The Demographic Analysis describes the population within the city. This assessment is reflective of the city's 
total population and its key characteristics such as age segments, race, ethnicity, and income levels. It is 
important to note that future projections are based on historical patterns and unforeseen circumstances during 
or after the time of the analysis could have a significant bearing on the validity of the projected figures.

METHODOLOGY

Demographic data used for the analysis was obtained from U.S. Census Bureau and from Environmental 
Systems Research Institute. Inc. (ESRI). the largest research and development organization dedicated to 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and specializing in population projections and market trends. All data 
was acquired In August 2023 and reflects actual numbers as reported in the 2010 and 2020 Census. ESRI then 
estimates the current population (2023) as well as a five-year projection (2028). PROS utilized straight line 
linear regression to forecast demographic characteristics for 2033 and 2038.
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CITY POPULACE

Population

The City's population has experienced some growth in the last 13 years, increasing 13.6% from 2010 to 2023, or 
on average 0.9% annually. This is in line with the national annual growth rate of 0.81% (from 2010-2023). Like 
the population, the total number of households also experienced an increase, (17.5% over the 13 years, or on 
average 1.2% annually (national average = 0.80% annual growth).

Currently, the population is estimated at 247,215 individuals living within 119,060 households. Projecting ahead, 
the total population growth is expected to continue to grow, but at a slightly slower pace than the last 13 years. 
By 2038, the city’s population is projected at 276,356 residents (0.78% annual growth) living within 137.318 
households (1.0% annual growth).

217603 241.361

Population

247.215 253,590 266.099 276,356

1.09«I
0.52%

0.77%

Total
Population

• Population 
Annual Growth 
Rate

2019
Census

2020
Census

2023 2028 2033 2038
Estimate Projection Projection Projection

Household

101,350 114.950 119,060 123.796 130,972 137318

2019
Census

1.34%

2020
Census

I .79%

0.80%
0.97%

Number of 
Households

• Households 
Annual 
Growth 
Rate

2023 2028 2033 2038
Estimate Projection Projection Projection
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Evaluating the city’s age segmentation, the population has become older In the last 13 years. In 2010, the'
55+ population made up 35% of the population, whereas today it makes up 43% of Scottsdale’s populace, an 
Increase of 8%. The 2023 population has a median age of 49.5 years old which is significantly older than the 
U.S, median age of 38.5 years. Projecting ahead IS years to 2038, the City is expected to continue to grow 
older as the 55+ age segment is expected to represent 49% of the total population (an increase of 6% over 
20231 while other major age segments will remain relatively unchanged or experience decreases.

Parks and Recreation ^t^SCOTTSDAlE PARKS 1 RECREATION
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Population by Age Segments
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RACE AND ETHNICITY DEFINITIONS
The minimum categories for data on race and ethnicity for federal statistics, program administrative reporting, 
and civil rights compliance reporting are defined below. The Census 2020 data on race is directly comparable 
with data from the 2010 Census. The latest (Census 2020) definitions and nomenclature are used within this 
analysis. ' '

# American Indian-This includes a person having origins in any of the original peoples of North 
and South America (including Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community 
attachment

# Asian -This includes a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East. Southeast 
Asia, or the Indian subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China. India, Japan. Korea. Malaysia. 
Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.

I • Black Alone -This includes a person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.

e Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander-This includes a person having origins in any of the 
original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.

• White Alone -This includes a person having origins In any of the original peoples of Europe, the 
Middle East, or North Africa.

• Hispanic or Latino -This is an ethnic distinction, a subset of a race as defined by the Federal 
Government; this Includes a person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban. South, or Central American, or 
other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan SCOTTSDALE ^ PARKS A RICREATION

Race
Assessing race, the city’s current population has diversified slightly over the last 13 years as the White Alone 
population has decreased by 9%, though it is still, by far, the largest racial segmentation in the city, as it 
currently represents 80%. By comparison, the current U.S. White Alone population is 59% The predictions for 
2038 expect the population to become more diverse, with the White Alone population decreasing by 7% while 
other racial segments such as Two or More Races. Some Other Race, and Asian Alone increase slightly.

Wwse No(e: Tfw Census Bureau tiefines fface as s person^ seif-identificatton kwrh one or mow of f/re foffo»vfr»g sowel groups: W/Trte Sloe*; or 
Arrican American. Asr'an. American Indian, and Alaska Native, Native Hawarian and Ofher Pacific islander, some other race, or a combination of 
these, while Ethmciry is defmed as whether- a parson (e of Hrspame/tatrno origin or not, For this reason, the Hispanic /latino etimte^ is waned 
separate from rece throughout (his demogrephre analysis.

I

mm.

Race
I Two or More 

Races

I Some other 
Race

I Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacific 
Islander Alone

Asian Alone

I American Indian 
and Alaska Native 
Alone

I Black or African 
American Alone

I White Alone

20t0 2020 2023 2028 2033 2038
Census Census Estimate Projection Projection Projection
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Ethnicity

The city's population was also assessed 
based on Hispanic/Latino ethnicity, 
which by the Census Bureau definition 
is viewed independently from race. It is 
important to note that Individuals who 
are Hispanic/Latino in ethnicity can 
also identify with any racial categories 
Identified above.

People of Hispanic/Latino origin has 
increased slightly by 1% over the last 
13 years and currently represents 
approximately 10% of the City's 
population, which is below the national 
average (19% Hispanic/Latino). The 
Hispanic/ Latino population is expected 
to slightly grow to 12% of the City's 
total population by 2038.

Population by Age Segments

I Hispanic/Latino Origin (any race) I All Others

91% ■■ 90% 90% 89>, 88%

9% 10% 11% 12%

2010 2023 2028 2033 2038
Census Estimate Projection Projection Projection
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Comparative Income

As seen below, the City’s per capita 
income ($78,895) and median 
household income ($107,285) are 
both significantly higher than the U.S. 
averages as well as the averages of the 
Phoenix-Mesa-Chandler Metropolitan 
Statistical Area which comprises 
Scottsdale and other surrounding 
communities. The per capita income 
is that earned by an individual while 
the median household income is based 
on the total income of everyone over 
the age of 16 living under the same 
roof. Though these above average 
income characteristics indicate that 
the average household may have more 
disposable income, residents are still 
likely to be price conscious and have a need to 
understand the value that correlates with quality-oMife indicators.

Per Capita Income H Median Household Income
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DEMOGRAPHIC BREAKDOWN BY CITY 
PLANNING AREA

Given that the area of the city is 184.5 square miles, it is important to recognize that the City-As-A-Whole 
demographic information provides only a snapshot of the make-up of the city. The following provides a 
summary of the current and projected increases in population of the city as well as demographic trends broken 
down by city planning area.

CITY PLANNING AREA MAP
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City Planning Area-Demographic Projections For 2038

2020 2023 Demographic Projections for 2038

Planning percent of Percent of
Area Population Population Population „

2020 2023 2038
(241,361) (247,215) (276,356)

opulation Age Race/
Density Segmentation Ethnicity 
(2038) (2038) (2038)

AREA 1
119,96 

square miies

AREA 2
36.15 square 

miles

AREAS
16.51 square 

miles

AREA 4 
11.95 square 

miles

23.8%
(57.453)

27.3%
(65.852)

21.0%
(50.721)

27.9%
(67,329)

23.9%
(59.155)

25.3%
(70.008)

584
people per 

sq. mi.

Significantly 
Aging 

Population 
(56% of 

population will 
be 55*)

White
(81%)/

Hispanic
(6%)

Income
(2038)

Per Capita 
and Median 
Household 

income Levels 
Greater than 

Scottsdale and 
Phoenix MSA

27.5%
(67,886)

26.2%
(72,405)

2.003 
people per 

sq. mi.

Aging 
Population 

(46% of 
population will 

be 55+)

White
(71%)/

Hispanic
(9%)

Median 
Household 

Income Greater 
than Scottsdale 

and Phoenix 
MSA; Per Capita 
Income Equal to 

Scottsdale

20.6%
(50.875)

19.5%
(53,757)

3.256 
people per 

sq. mi.

Significantly 
Aging 

Population 
(60% of 

population will 
be 55+)

White
(76%)/

Hispanic
(10%)

Per Capita 
and Median 
Household 

Income Levels 
Equal to 

Scottsdale and 
Phoenix MSA

28.0%
(69.293)

29.0%
(80.221)

6.713 
people per 

sq. mi.

Aging 
Population 

(38% of 
population will 

be 55+)

White
(65%)/

Hispanic
(19%)

Per Capita 
and Median 
Household 

Income Levels 
Less than 

Scottsdale and 
Greater than 
Phoenix MSA

n
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CITY SUB-PLANNING AREA MAPt
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2020 2023 Demographic Projections for 2038
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DEMOGRAPHIC 
BREAKDOWN BY CITY
SUB-PLANNING AREA
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In addition to the demographic breakdown 
by planning area, there are three additional 
sub-planning areas (one in Area 1 and two 
in Area 4) that require further analysis. The 
following provides a summary of the current 
and projected increases in population of the 
city as well as demographic trends broken 
down by city planning area.

imii

m
m
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Planning Percent of Percent Percent of
Area Areal of Areal Areal Population Age Race/

Planning Area 1 > Sub-Planning Area • Demographic Projections For 2038

NORTH
1.16 square 

miles

Planning Area 4 - Sub-Planning Areas - Demographic Projections For 2038

DOWNTOWN 
1.23 square 

miles

sM McDowellm CORRIDOR mumiiiiiniiiimB
0.95 square

E Thorns McDowell Corridor
fc McDowell RO

ft-

:%

IncomePopulation Population Population Density Segmentation Ethnicity ionoo\
2020 2023 2038 (2038) (2038) (2038)

(57.453) (59.155) (70.008)

/ .*,



t- 4

:.... ..
• : » • • . • •/. *;■:•• :■'■■:

Age Segmentation
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Scottsdale currently has an unbalanced age segmentation with the 
largest group being 55+ (43%). Over the next 15 years, the city is 
projected to become even older as the 55+ segment will make up 49% 
of the population in 2038.

Race and Ethnicity

A homogeneous community will likely focus the City on providing 
traditional and emerging programming and service offerings.

Households and Income

With median and per capita household income averages well above 
that of MSA and national averages, it would be important for the City 
to prioritize providing offerings that are first class with exceptional 
customer service while seeking opportunities to create revenue 
generation.

National Recreation Trends Analysis
The Trends Analysis provides an understanding of national, regional, and local recreational trends as well 
recreational interest by age segments. Trends data used for this analysis was obtained from Sports &
Fitness Industry Association's (SFIA), National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), and Environmental 
Systems Research Institute, Inc. (ESRI). All trend data is based on current and/or historical participation rates, 
statistically valid survey results, or NRPA Park Metrics.

SCOTTSDALE DEMOGRAPHIC IMPLICATIONS

The following implications are derived from the analyses provided on the previous page. Each implication is 
organized by the outlined demographic information sections.

Population

The population is steadily increasing and is projected to experience a 
population increase of 11.7% over the next 15 years. This is in line with 
the national average over the same time. With a growing population, 
park and recreation services will need to strategically invest, develop, 
and maintain parks and recreation facilities in relation to current and 
future residential growth, in particular the sub-planning areas in 
Areas 1 and 4.

m
Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan ^i^SCOTTSDAlE ^ PMKS » RfCIItAnON

NATIONAL TRENDS IN RECREATION

Methodology

SFIA. Sports, Fitness & Leisure Activities Topline Participation Report 2023 was utilized in evaluating the 
following trends:

• National Recreation Participatory Trends

• Core vs. Casual Participation Trends

The study is based on findings from surveys conducted in 2023 by the Sports Marketing Surveys USA (SMS), 
resulting in a total of 18,000 online interviews. Surveys were administered to all genders, ages, income levels, 
regions, and ethnicities to allow for statistical accuracy of the national population. A sample size of 18.000 
completed interviews is considered by SFIA to result in a high degree of statistical accuracy. A sport with a 
participation rate of five percent has a confidence interval of plus or minus 0.32 percentage points at a 95 
percent confidence level. Using a weighting technique, survey results are applied to the total U.S. population 
figure of 305,439,858 people (ages six and older).

The purpose of the report is to establish levels of activity and identify key participatory trends in recreation 
across the U.S. This study looked at 120 different sports/activities and subdivided them Into various categories 
including: sports, fitness, outdoor activities, aquatics, etc.
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OVERALL PARTICIPATION

Approximately Z36.9 million people ages six and over reported being active in 2023. which is a 1.9% increase 
from 2021 and the greatest number of active Americans in the last six years. This is an indicator that Americans 
are continuing to make physical activity more of a priority in their lives. Outdoor activities continue to thrive, 
recreation facilities reopened. Fitness at home maintains popularity, and team sports are slowly reaching pre­
pandemic participation levels. The chart below depicts participation levels for active and inactive (those who 
engage in no physical activity) Americans over the past six years.

Core vs. Casual Participation

In addition to overall participation rates. SFIA further categorizes active participants as either core or casual 
participants based on frequency of participation. Core participants have higher participatory frequency than 
casual participants. The thresholds that define casual versus core participation may vary based on the nature 
of each individual activity. For instance, core participants engage in most fitness activities more than fifty times 
per year, while for sports, the threshold for core participation Is typically 13 times per year.

In each activity, core participants are more committed and tend to be less likely to switch to other activities or 
become inactive (engage in no physical activity) than causal participants. This may also explain why activities 
with more core participants tend to experience less pattern shifts In participation rates than those with larger 
groups of casual participants. Increasing for the fifth straight year. 158.1 million people were considered CORE 
participants in 2023.

236.9232.6229.7
218.52 6.9

Total Actives Total Inactives

82.1 158.181.4 156.781.2 1543
14/.b43.668.6

• •
20192017 2018 2020 2021 2022

a •
Years • •

r V ao• • • • • • • 2017 .2018 2019 2021* • • •• •
2020; .
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Participation by Generation

The following chart shows 2023 participation rates by generation. Fitness sports continue to be the go­
to means of exercise for Boomers. Gen X. and Millenniais. Over half of the Gen X, Millennials. and Gen Z 
generation participated in one type of outdoor activity. Team sports were heavily dominated by generation Gen 
Z and nearly a third of Gen X also participated in individual sports such as golf, trail running, triathlons, and 
bowling.

Participation by Generation

I Boomers 
(1945-1964)

iGenX
(1965-1979)

I Millennial’s 
(1980-1999)

GenZ
(2000+)
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Highlights

Team sports are continuing to recover due to shutdowns during the pandemic. Team sports participation rate 
increased to 23.2% which is near 2019 participation levels. Pickleball continues to be the fastest growing sport 
in America by doubling its participation in 2023. Following the popularity of pickleball, every racquet sport also 
increased in total participation in 2023.

Americans continued to practice yoga, attend Pilates training, and workout with kettlebells. Many started 
indoor climbing, while others took to the hiking trail. The waterways traffic had an increase of startd-up 
paddlers. kayaks, and jet skis. Gymnastics, swimming on a team, court volleyball, and fast-pitch softball 
benefited from the participation boom created from the Olympics.

Water sports had the largest gain in participation rates. Activities such as jet skiing, scuba diving, and 
boardsalUng/windsurflng all contributed to the 7% iricrease. Outdoor sports continued to grow with 55% 
percent of the U.S. population participating. This rate remains higher than pre-pandemic levels with a 51% 
participation rate in 2019. The largest contributor to this gain was trail running, having a 45% increase over the 
last five years.
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NATIONAL TRENDS IN GENERAL SPORTS

Participation Levels

The top sports most heavily participated in the United States were basketball (28.1 million), golf (25.6 million), 
and tennis (23.6 million) which have participation figures well more than the other activities within the general 
sports category. Baseball (15.5 million), and outdoor soccer (13.0 million) round out the top five.

The popularity of basketball, golf, and tennis can be attributed to the ability to compete with small number of 
participants, this coupled with an ability to be played outdoors and/or properly distanced helps explain their 
popularity during the COVID-19 pandemic. Basketball's overall success can also be attributed to the limited 
amount of equipment needed to participate and the limited space requirements necessary, which make 
basketball the only traditional sport that can be played at most American dwellings as a drive-way pickup 
game. Golf continues to benefit from its wide age segment appeal and is considered a life-long sport In 
addition, target type game venues or golf entertainment venues have increased drastically (86.2%) as a five- 
year trend, using golf entertainment (e.g.. Top Golf) as a new alternative to breathe life back into the game 
of golf.

@0
Basketball Golf Tennis Golf Venue Baseball
28.1 Million 25.6 Million 23.6 Million 15.5 Million 15.5 Million

Five-Year Trend

Since 2017, pickleball (185.7%), golf-entertainment venues (86.2%). and tennis (33.4%) have shown the largest 
increase in participation. Similarly, basketball (20.3%) and outdoor soccer (9.2%) have also experienced 
significant growth. Based on the five-year trend from 2017-2023, the sports that are most rapidly declining in 
participation include ultimate frisbee (-31.5%), rugby (-28.1%), and roller hockey (-25.4%).

One-Year Trend

The most recent year shares some similarities with the five-year trends: with pickleball (85.7%) and golf 
-entertainment venues (25.7%) experiencing some of the greatest increases in participation this past year. 
Other top one-year increases include racquetball (8.0%), badminton (7.1%). and gymnastics.

Sports that have seen moderate one-year increases, but five-year decreases are racquetball (8.0%), 
gymnastics (7.1%), and court volleyball (4.2%). This could be a result of coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and team program participation on the rise. Like their five-year trend, rugby (-5.8%), roller hockey (-4.0%), and 
ultimate frisbee (-2.2%) have seen decreases in participation over the last year.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan
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National Participatory Trends-General Sports

Participation Level % Change

S-Year
Trend

1-Year
Trend

Activity
2017 2021 2022

Basketball 23.401 27.135 28.149 20.3% 3.7%

Golf (9 or 18-Hole Course 7.3%23,829 25.1 1 25,566 1.8%

Tennis 17,683 22,617 23.595

86.2%'V
43%

Golf (Entertainment Venue) 8.345 12.362 15.540

Basebal 15.642 15.587 15,478 -.0% -0.7%

Soccer (Outdoor 11.924 12,556 13.018 9.2% 3.7%

Pickleball 3.132 4.819 8.949

Football (Flag] 6.551 6.889 7.104 8.4% 3.1%

Badminton 6,430 6,061 6,490 03% 7.1%

Volleyball (Court) 6,317 5,849 6.092 -3.6% 4.2%

Softball Slow Pitch) 7,283 6,008 6,036 -17.1% 0.5%

Soccer (Indoor) 5,399 5,408 5,495 1.8% 1.6%

Boxing for Fitness 5,157 5.237 5.472 6.1% 43%

Football Tackle 5,224 5,228 5,436 4.1% 4.0%

Football Touch 5,629 4.884 4.843 ■14.0% -0.8%

Gymnastics

Volleyball (Sand/Beach)

4.805 4.268 4,569 -4.9% 7.1%

4,947 4.184 4.128 -16.6% •1.3%

Track and F eld 4.161 3.587 3.690 -11.3% 2.9%

Racquetball 3,526 3,260 3.521 -0.1% 8.0%

Cheerleading 
Ice Hockey

3.816 3,465 3.507 -8.1% 1.2%

2,544 2.306 2,278 -10.5% -1.2%

Softball Fast Pitch 2.309 ^088 2.146 -7.1% 23%

Ultimate Frisbee 3.126 2.190 2.142 -31.5% 2.2%

Wrestling 1.896 1.937 2.036 7.4% 5.1%

^ ^3.6%Lacrosse 2.171 1.892 1.875 -0.9%

Roller Hockey 1.834 1,425 1.368 .^54% -4.0%

Squash 1.492 1.185 1.228 -17.7% 3.6%
Rugby 1.621 1,238 1.166 •28.1% -5.8%

Awtiejparwn figures are in 000‘s for the US population ages 6 and over

Large Increase: i 
(greater than 25%)

Moderate Increase 
(0% to 25%)

Moderate Decrease 
90% to-25%)
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NATIONAL TRENDS IN GENERAL FITNESS

Participation Levels

Overall, national participatory trends in fitness have experienced growth in recent years. Many of these 
activities have become popular due to an increased interest among Americans to improve their health and 
enhance quality of life by engaging in an active lifestyle. The most popular general fitness activities in 2023 
also were those that could be done at home or in a virtual class environment. The activities with the most 
participation was walking for fitness (1143 million), treadmill (53.6 million), free weights (53.1 million), running/ 
jogging (478 million), and yoga (33.6 million).

©(§)
Walking for Treadmill Free Weights Running/ Yoga

Fitness 53.6 Million 53.1 Million Jogging 33.6 Million
114.8 Million 47.8 Million

Five-Year Trend
Over the last five years (2017-2023), the activities growing at the highest rate were trail running (44.9%), 
yoga (23.0%), Pilates training (14.0%) and dance, step & choreographed exercise. Over the same period, the 
activities that have undergone the biggest decline in participation include group stationary cycling (-33.4%), 
cross-training style workout (-32,1%) and non-traditional/off road triathlons (-28.1%).

One-Year Trend
In the last year, fitness activities with the largest gains in participation were group-related activities, cardio 
kickboxing (8.5%), Pilates training (5.8%). and group stationary cycling (5.5%). This one-year trend is another 
indicator that participants feel safe returning to group-related activities. Trail running (5.9%) also saw a 
moderate increase indicating trail connectivity to continue to be important for communities to provide. In the 
same span, fitness activities that had the largest decline in participation were cross-training style workout 
(-5.3%), bodyweight exercise (-2.6%) and running/jogging (-2.4%).

. . v;:
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National Participatory Trends - General Fitness

Participation Level
Activity

Walking for Fitness 
Treadmill

Free Weights (Dumbbells/Hand Weights)

Runntng/Jogging

Yoga

Stationary Cycling (Recumbent/Upright) 
Weight/Resistant Machines 
Free Weights (Barbells)

Elliptical Motion/Cross-Trainer

Dance, Step. & Choreographed Exercise

Bodyweight Exercise

High Impact/Intensity Training

Trail Running
Rowing Machine

Stair Climbing Machine

Pilates Training

Cross-Training Style Workout 7

Martial Arts

Stationary Cycling (Group)

Cardio Kickboxing

Boxing for Fitness

Boot Camp Style Cross-Training

Barre

Tal Chi

Triathlon (Traditional/Road)

Triathlon (Non-Traditional/Off Road)

pis
I (g1

% Change

2017 2021 2022

110.805

52.966

52.217

50.770

27.354

36.035

36,291

27.444

32.283

22.616

24.454

21.476

9.149

11,707

14.948

9.047

13.622

5.838

9,409

6.693

5.157

6,651

3.436

3.787

2.162

1.878

115.814

53.627

114,759

53.589

52,636 53.140

48.977 47.816

5-Year
Trend

3.6%

1.2%

1.8%

-53%

34.347 33,636 23.0%

32,453 32.102 -10.9%

30,577 30.010

28.243 28.678

-17.3%

45%

27.618 27,051 -16.2%

24,752 25,163 115%

22.629 22.034

21.973 21,821

.9.9%

1.6%

12.520 13,253

11.586 11,893

11,786 11,677

1.6%

-21.9%

9.745 10.311 14.0%

9,764 9.248

6.186 6.355

-32.1%

8.9%

5,939 6.268

5.099 5.531

-33.4%

-17.4%

5.237 5.472 6.1%

5.169 5.192 -21.9%

3,659 3,803 10.7%

3,393 3.394 -10.4%

1.748

1.304

1,780

1.350

-17.7%

-2ai%
Note: Partieipatfon figures ere in OOO’s ^ the US poputetbn ages 6 end over

1-Year
Trend

-0.9%

-0.1%

1.0%

-2.4%

-2.1%

-1.1%

-1.9%

1,5%

-2.1%

1.7%

-2.6%

-0.7%

5.9%

2.6%

-0.9%

5.8%

-5.3%

2.7%

5.5%

8.5%

4.5%

0.4%

35%

0.0%

1.8%

3.5%

Moderate Increase 
(0% to 25%)

Moderate Decrease 
90% to-25%)

Large Decrease 
(less than-25%)



NATIONAL TRENDS IN OUTDOOR/ADVENTURE RECREATION
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Participation Levels

Results from the SFIA report demonstrate rapid growth in participation regarding outdoor/adventure 
recreation activities. Much like general fitness activities, these activities encourage an active lifestyle, can be 
performed individually, and are not as limited by time constraints. In 2023, the most popular activities, in terms 
of total participants include day hiking (59.5 million), road bicycling (43.6 million), freshwater fishing (41.8 
million), camping (37.4 million), and wildlife viewing (20.6 million).

% Ai
Day Hiking
59.6 Million

Five-Year Trend

Road 
Bicycling 
43.6 Million

Freshwater 
Fishing 

41.8 Million

Camping 
374 Million

Wildlife 
Viewing 

20.6 Million

From 2017-2023. sport/bouldering (174.8%), camping (42,5%). skateboarding (41.3%), day hiking (32.7%), 
birdwatching (28.6%) has undergone large increases in participation. The five-year trend also shows activities 
such as indoor climbing (-51.4%), adventure racing (-32.2%) to be the only activities with double-digit 
decreases in participation.

One-Year Trend

The one-year trend shows most activities growing in participation from the previous year. The most rapid 
growth being in sport/boulder climbing (151.1%), BMX bicycling (8.3%). birdwatching (6.8%), and in-line roller 
skating (4.7%). Over the last year, the only activities that underwent decreases In participation were indoor 
climbing (-56.9%), adventure racing (-6.1%), and overnight backpacking (-0.9%). Core vs. Casual trends in 
Outdoor recreation.

• •
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National Participatory Trends • Outdoor/Adventure Recreation

Participation Level % Change
Activity 5-Year

Trend
1-Year
Trend

Hiking (Day)

Bicycling (Road)

Fishing (Freshwater)

Camping

Wildlife Viewing (>1/4 mile of Vehicle/Home) 
Camping (Recreational Vehicle) 
Birdwatching (>1/4 mile of Vehicle/Home) 
Fishing (Saltwater)

Backpacking Overnight 
Skateboarding 
Bicycling (Mountain)

Fishing (Fly)

Archery

Climbing (Sport/Boulder)

Roller Skating, In-Line 
Bicycling (BMX)

Climbing (Indoor)

Climbing (Traditional/Ice/Mountaineering) 
Adventure Racing

2017 2021 2022

44.900 58.697 59.578 1.5%

38.866 42,775 43.554 1Z1% 1.8%

38.346 40.853 41.821 9.1% 2.4%

26.262 35,985 37431 40%

20.351 20.452 20,615 1.3% 0.8%

16,159 16,371 16,840 4.2% 2.9%
12.296 14,815 15,818 6.8%

13,062 13,790 14,344 9.8% 4.0%

10.975 10,306 10.217 -6.9% -0.9%

6,382 8.747 9,019 41.3%= 3.1%

8,609 8,693 8,916 3.6% 2.6%

6,791 7,458 7,631 1^4% 2.3%

7,769 7342 7428 ■4.4% 1.2%

r74.8% m. ^-1%2.103 2.301 5,778

5,268 4,940 5,173 -1.8% 4.7%

3.413 3.861 4.181 22.5% 8.3%

5,045 5.684 2.452 •56.9%
2.527

2,529

2,374

1,826

2.452

1,714

-ao% 3.3%

-6.1%
Notr figures are in OOO's for the US poputetion ^es 6 and otm

Moderate Increase 
(0% to 25%) ggOU»ss.than-25IK^
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NATIONAL TRENDS IN AQUATICS

Participation Levels

Swimming is deemed a lifetime activity, which is why it continues to have such strong participation. In 2023, 
fitness swimming remained the overall leader in participation (26.3 million) amongst aquatic activities.

®<S)
Fitness

Swimming
43.6 4J.6Mmion

)

Aquatic Swimming
Exercise On a Team

374 Million

Parks and Recreation 
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Five-Year Trend

Assessing the five-year trend, fitness swimming (-3.2%) and swimming on a team (-3.4%) experienced 
moderate decreases due to the accessibility of facilities during COVID-19. While aquatic exercise (2.1%) saw a 
slight increase in participation during this same time.

One-Year Trend

In 2023. all aquatic activities saw moderate increases in participation which can be asserted to facilities and 
programs returning to pre-COVID-19 pandemic levels. Swimming on a team (2.8%), aquatic exercise (2.7%) and 
fitness swimming (2.5%) saw moderate increases in participation.

National Participatory Trends - Aquatics

Participation Level
Activity

Swimming (Fitness) 
Aquatic Exercise 
Swimming on a Team

2017 2021 2022

% Change

5-Year 1-Year 
Trend Trend

27.135

10.459

3.007r

25.620

10.400

2.824

26.272

10.676

2.904

-3.2%

2.1%

-3.4%

2.5%

27%

28%
Note ParticipBtion figures ere in 000‘s for the US poptriehon eges 6 and aver

Moderate Increase 
(0%to 25%)

Moderate Decrease 
90% to-25%) (“il^^hS) •
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NATIONAL TRENDS IN WATER SPORTS/ACTIVITIESF
million), canoeing (9.5 million), and snorketing (7.4 million). It should be noted that water activity participation 
tends to vary based on regional, seasonal, and environmental factors. A region with more water access and 
a warmer climate ts more likely to have a higher participation rate in water activities than a region that has a 
long winter season or limited water access. Therefore, when assessing trends in water sports and activities, it 
is important to understand that fluctuations may be the result of environmental barriers which can influence 
water activity participation.

"'•.Tv
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Participation Level

0^
Recreational Canoeing Snorkeling Jet Skiing Stand-up

Kayaking 9.5M;7(fon 74M/mon 5.4M/(/lon Paddling
13.6 Million 3.8 Million
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Five-Year Trend

Over the last five years, surfing (37.6%), recreational kayaking (28.7%), stand-up paddling (13.6%) and white- 
water kayaking (9.0%) were the fastest growing water activities. From 2017-2023. activities declining in 
participation were water skiing (-14.9%). snorkeling (-12.0%), boardsailing/windsurfing (-11.6%). and sea/touring 
kayaking (-10.6%).

One-Year Trend

In 2023, water skiing (-0.6%) was the only water activity to see a decrease in participation. Activities which 
experienced the largest increases in participation in the most recent year include jet skiing (7.6%), scuba diving 
(7.4%), boardsailing/windsurfing (7.2%). and surfing (6.6%).

National Participatory Trends - Water Sports/Activities ■ i-S?!

Participation Level % Change
Activity

Ki*Siia.ibhal)
Canoeing

Snorkeling

Jet Skiing

Stand-Up Paddling

Surfing

Sailing

Rafting

Water Skiing

Wakeboarding

Kayaking (White Water)

Scuba Diving

Kayaking (Sca/Touring)

Boardsalling/Windsurfing

5-Year
Trend

1-Year
Trend2017 2021 2022

10.533 13,351 13.561 1.6%

9.220 33% 3.5%9.199 9.521

8.384 7.316 7.376 -1Z0% 06%

5.418 5.062 5.445

3.325 3.739 3,777

06%

ia6%
2,680 3.463

7.6%

1.0%

3.692

3,974 3,463

6.6%

3,632

3.479 3.383 3.595

-8.6%

33%

46%

6.3%

3.572 3,058 3,040 -14.9% -0.6%

3,005 2,674 2,754 -8.4% 36%

2,500 2,587 2,726 9.0% 5.4%

2,874 2,476 2,658 -76% 7.4%

2,955

1.573

2,587

1,297

2,642

1,391

•10.6%

-11.6%

2.1%

73%

NotwPartinp s are in 000‘s for the US popuietion ages 6 and over

Large Increase ^ 
(greater than 25%)

Moderate Increase 
(0%to 25%)

Moderate Decrease 
90% to-25%)

Large Decrease 
(less than-25%)
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Non-Participant Interest By Age Segment
In addition to participation rates by generation. SFIA also tracks non-participant interest. These are activities 
that the U.S. population currently does not participate in due to physical or monetary barriers, but is interested 
in participating In. Below are the top five activities that each age segment would be most likely to partake in if 
they were readily available.

Overall, the activities most age segments are interested in including Camping. Bicycling. Fishing, and 
Swimming for Fitness. All of which are deemed as low-impact activities, making them obtainable for any age 
segment to enjoy.

6-12 
Year-Olds

Fishing 
Camping 
Soccer 

Martial Arts 
Basketball

13-17 
Year-Olds

Fishing
Camping

Working out w/Weights 
Volleyball 

Running/Jogging

25-34
Year-Olds

Camping
Fitness Swimming 

Bicycling 
Fishing 

Kayaking

18-24 
Year-Olds

Camping
Fitness Swimming 

Bicycling 
Fishing 

Kayaking

35-44
Year-Olds

Fitness Swimming 
Camping 
Bicycling 
Fishing 
Hiking

• •

45-54
Year-Olds

Bicycling
Fishing

Camping
Fitness Swimming 

Hiking

55-64
Year-Olds

Bicycling
Fishing

Fitness Swimming 
Camping 

Hiking

65+
Year-Olds

Fishing
Fitness Swimming 

Bicycling
Birdwatching/Wildlife

viewing
Working out using

machrnes
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49%
of the

Population
in Scottsdale 

will be
55+fay2038

Recreation Trends For The Senior Population (55-t)
Today, Scottsdale is very diverse with greater and contrasting needs and 
desires. The Parks and Recreation Department has evolved to ensure that 
all members of the community are able to benefit from their vast holdings of 
open space, recreation facilities and service offerings. One area of growing 
interest is serving the expanding population of older adults.

The findings In a research report produced by NRPA affirms that parks and 
recreation is a vital service provider to older adults, and yet there remains 
significant opportunity to do much more. Some of the key findings in the 
report indicate that more than nine in 10 park and recreation agencies report 
that they offer facilities, activities and programming that cater to older adults.
These activities vary greatly, including providing older adults with chances to 
socialize with others, ways to stay healthy and active, and opportunities to serve others in their communities. 
Following is a list of activities that are among those most often geared to older adults:

• Exercise classes

• Field trips, tours, vacations

• Arts and crafts classes

• Opportunities to volunteer

• Special events and festivals targeted at older adults

• Group walks

• Paid job opportunities to lead exercise classes, work in recreation centers or at parks

As noted above, the list of activities varies greatly from active to passive and everywhere in between.

Where Scottsdale can make a real, lasting difference is in providing evidence-based chronic disease prevention 
and/or management programs that keep older adults healthy and active for years to come. The trend to 
accomplish this is for the Department to offer these types of programs for older adults in Scottsdale, Including 
those focused on enhanced fitness, diabetes management living with arthritis, and improving balance.

The wide breadth of service offerings for older adults should reflect the broad population served. This includes 
The Woodlands following a wide definition of “older adults* when designing and marketing offerings — in many 
cases starting with adults as young as 55 years old.

Furthermore, Scottsdale may be unique in ensuring that the needs of underserved older adults are met. The 
Department can be a critical, lifesaving resource for lower and/or fixed income segments of the older adult 
population. This can possibly include transportation to and from activities and facilities and low-cost or free 
fitness progranrts.
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Scottsdale could consider developing programming for older adults with key partners. Tt) basf serve tHls

sps!'Tfi”bi^

population, partnerships can include, but not limited to; m
• Area agencies on aging

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan OTTSDALE <?• PARKS & RECREATION

9 Retirement communities

# Senior meats providers

• Hospitals and doctors’offices

• Local health departments

• Health insurance companies

• Community-based organizations (e.g., faith-based)

But even with these partners, Scottsdale will have hurdles that must be overcome before providing more - 
services to older adults. The most common challenges are the result of inadequate resources, including facility 
space shortages, insufficient funding, and inadequate staffing. Presumably, these resource constraints will 
become even more acute as the older adult population grows and the demand for these services increases.

Local Trends-General Sports Market Potential
5S the likely demand for recreation activities as 
)y City of Scottsdale residents. The MPI shows 
icipate in certain activities when compared to 

the US National average. The City is compared to the national average in three (3) categories-general sports, 
fitness, and outdoor recreation.

PLf AS£ NOTE; The pefftc^pef  ̂by ScoflsdaJe residenfs fn fhese acfrViries is not restricted geographically to the City of Scottsdale. For example, 
a Scottsdale residertt may part/cipafe in an activity offered by the City of Tempe.

Overall, Scottsdale demonstrates below to above average market potential index numbers. Looking at the three 
categories (general sports, fitness, and outdoor activity), Scottsdale's MPI percentages show that Scottsdale 
has strong participation rates when it comes to fitness and outdoor recreation activities; general sports 
activities are primarily below the national averages, except for golf and tennis.

Activities with MPI numbers greater than the national average are significant because they demonstrate that 
there is a greater potential that Scottsdale residents will actively participate in offerings if these activities were 
provided by the city or surrounding communities. Activities with MPI numbers lower than the national average 
are also significant because they demor^trate that there is either a lower potential that Scottsdale residents 
will participate in these activities or the opportunity to participate in these activities is not available to them.

This data should be Interfaced with other key findings derived during the master planning process to determine 
an appropriate level of service for park acreage and amenities for the City of Scottsdale. Other key factors that 
determine level of service include, but are not limited to demographic projections, resident need as determined 
by the community engagement process, current level of service (existing park and amenity inventory), and 
access to existing parks and amenities.
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2023 GENERAL SPORTS MARKET POTENTIAL INDEX 2023 OUTDOOR RECREATION MARKET POTENTIAL NDEX

Outdoor Activity MPi
140 Scottsdale National Average (100)Scottsda e National Average (100)
120

100
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Baseball Basketball Football Golf Soccer Softball Tennis Volleyball
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Fitness MPI
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!t is critically important for Scottsdale Parks and Recreation to understand the local and national participation 
trends in recreation activities. In doing so. the Department can gain general insight Into the lifecycle stage of 
recreation programs and activities (emerging, stable, and declining) and thereby anticipate potential changes 
In need and demand for the programs and activities that it provides to the residents of Scottsdale. Here are 
some major takeaways for local and national recreation trends;

# Fitness walking remained the most popular activity OVERALL nationally and locally. 
This activity will likely continue to grow in popularity in Scottsdale.

# All listed aquatic activities have experienced strong participation, both locally and 
nationally. Swimming on a team saw significant increases in casual participation.

• Basketball is the most participated in sport nationally while golf is the most 
participated in sport locally.

• Tennis has gained participants both locally and nationally over the last five years.

# Tackle football has gained participants nationally over the last five years, but local MPI 
numbers are below the national average.

• Fast-pitch and slow-pitch softball saw slight increases in participation nationally over the 
last year, however, participation locally is well below average.
PLEASE NOTE; individual MPi numbers are not available for fasf-pitcb and slow-pifcb softball

• Outdoor recreational activities are on the rise nationally and many of these activities 
are popular locally, including hiking, biking, and backpacking.

• Based on national measurements, income level has a positive impact on activity rate. 
Higher income households tend to have higher activity rates.

• • • • • • • • •
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Outreach and Needs Assessment Outreach Overview

The Shape Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan's process gathered input from City staff, 
stakeholders, and the community. Shape Scottsdale's outreach included more than 300,000 
touches with the community through in-person and digital outreach methods. The ideas, goals, and 
recommendations documented in this plan are a direct result of a multi-faceted engagement process 
and a community that takes pride in its city and prioritizes parks, recreation, and wellness.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

Website (9,084)

6,297 -Total Website Visits 
1,590 - Feedback Responses 
641 - Interactive Map Comments 
288-Share Your Big Idea 
268-Budget Game Respondents

Intercept Surveys and Outreach Meetings (1,292)

98 > Safety Luau 
86-80s Night 
25-Slide the Rails 
68 - Playground Workshop 
18-Workshop#!

106-Fall Festival 
18-Dunkin for Pumpkins 
542-The Ultimate Playdate 
6 -Polo Championships 
29-Workshop #2 
36-Skate Park Workshops 
260-Workshop #3

N/A-Canat Convergence (Project Promotion) 
N/A-SUSD Middle School Sports (Project Promotion) 
N/A-Parada Del Sol (Project Promotion)

Kig

y IW 1

m
180 ' itr

Ls'ift

Statistically-Valid Survey (500)

P ,* Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <5^1 SCOTTSDALE MliliS S RECREATION

Polco Open Link Survey (445)

Speak Up Scottsdale (82)

Social Media Reach (301.438)
2.379-Likes

577-Post Reactions

266,760 - Post and Story Views/ 
People Reached

593-Comments

844-Shares

420-Event RSVP/Event Interest 
29,865-Other Clicks

MiIfAif «

TOTAL INPUTS: 312,841 ^ ^
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

Total T Feedback
Website I Responses
Visits I

i 9,084 6,297
1.590 E
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1,292
Slide the I Playground 

Rails I Workshop

m 68 i

I Fall
Workshop#! I Festival

Dunkin for 
Pumpkins

M -
The

Ultimate Polo
Playdate I Workshop #3 I Champlwships I Workshop #2

252 260 :s
..SSKi - '

Skate Park 
Workshops

■ "'SfiS

Canal SUSD Middle Parada
Convergence School Sports Del Sol

(Project (Project (Project
Promotion) Promotion) Promotion)
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

Project-Dedicated Website

ShapeScottsdaleParks.com

• Provide your feedback

• Share a comment on an interactive map

• Identify parks priorities with a budget tool

• Share your big idea

Social Speak Up ^
idiB Ads ^ Scottsdale ~\ ^

Paid
Media

Social Media PoStSf „ ,,
Stories, and q iff, ,
Interactions scottsdaie:
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STAFF, STAKEHOLDER, AND USER GROUP MEETINGS
The Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan utilized a comprehensive process to engage the community, 
understand needs, and analyze results of community feedback. The Master Plan's robust outreach process 
gathered input from staff, stakeholders, user groups, and thousands of residents. Input received was 
synthesized into common values and then actionable strategies and recommendations to be implemented by 
the City of Scottsdale and supported by its residents. Meetings with the following staff, stakeholders, and user 
groups were held to obtain diverse and well-rounded feedback on Scottsdale Parks and Recreation currently 
and what opportunities exist for the future.

Skatetxxirders 
and Wheeled 

Spoils

, ■ Parks and I General Plan 
Mayor and ■ (jg^reat/on I Project Team 

City Council I commission I

Scottsdale
Leadership

Development
Program

Executive
Advisory

Committee

c
Parks and 
Recreation 

Staff

Parks and 
Recreation 

Maintenance

Planning and 
Development Water Transportationis

GIS Real Estate Tourism
Community I Experience 

Development I Scottsdale Public Safety

Aquatics Adaptive
Recreation

Facility
Booking

Leisure
Education Special Events j

y*
’ Plckleball

'■ '.'y' ■ '

Shade and 
Tree Study 

Project Team

Boys end 
Girls Club

School
Districts Youth Sports m Adult Sports
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MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
Mayor Ortega and City Council members were interviewed individually and in small groups to collect thoughts 
from leadership regarding the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The mayor and council meetings were led 
with an informal, conversational approach and topics were based around the following:

• Quality and Importance of Parks and Recreation

• Perceptions of Access and Opportunities

• Funding Strategies

• Vision for the Future

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
The Parks and Recreation Commission is a citizen advisory committee that advises the City Council on the 
acquisition of lands and facilities for use as parks or recreation centers; the Parks and Recreation Commission 
also advises on the operation, use, care, and maintenance of these parks and recreation areas. Commission 
members were interviewed individually to collect thoughts regarding the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
The project team had multiple touches with the comission thoughout the project and kept the commission 
updated on the project’s progress at several regularly scheduled meetings. Vice Chair Teresa Kim Quale 
served on the project’s executive advisory committee and was present at the majority of the project progress 
meetings. The project team held a workshop with commission members to review the master plan findings, 
collect feedback, and to engage members to guide the direction of the Master Plan. The final meeting included 
a formal review of the Master Plan document and a request for adoption of the Master Plan.

MAYOR’S YOUTH COUNCIL
The purpose of the Scottsdale Mayor’s Youth Council (SMYC) is to provide Scottsdale high school youth the 
opportunity to:

• Learn about how local government works and how services are provided

* Tour various city facilities and meet with key City staff and City officials

• Participate in various meetings and/or events as they arise

• Share their ideas about local government and local issues

The project team conducted a focus group meeting with this group, asking questions abuot their vision 
for parks and recreation services, needs ar>d priorities for programs af>d special events, identification of 
underserved communities within the city, and preferred methods of communication and marketing. The 
group was then asked to share their big ideas for the future of Scottsdale parks and recreation. Each member 
also participated in a dot-ocracy exercise, placing up to six dots on images representing various parks and 
recreation amenities and programs they would like to see in Scottsdale parks and recreation.



^5; 
• , '

:t

K^ril
■R

m:

W: I >,P?w

e •■-■

IS ip^; .,,^^||i ^^^4iBtdie;s8w8M)louoije^uBUiSicJuiip. -OHffi

i‘U--''''Phi*'"''’ :eJn?n^ puB sseoons ©m 01 ejeiQj A^oBjjp
:•- :g?^i 3|\ t I ' IBMI soidoj fe)( oiipads-juauipBdap

^ j|’^kUC^ H'* ^ I se ))3m SB'sjnmi 8m jo^ s8)|un)joddo
.y||HH IK^BC ^ ‘ 1t%L ‘U0!iH3iuniuui03|8)U8Ui)j8d8p-ja;u!

! ^ ^ i' 'JueiunBdap uopBajday pue S!(i6d
SlBpsuoDSBMtuonTduieimJojpastSB 

' 'eja/w sdnojS am 'sgupeauj asaip Supno
, ' . 'IJBIS A)8iss oiiqnd puB 'juauidoiaAaa

i-vA' -v, IV': ■ V >, :I;.;i-jjvjr I Apunuiuioo'lUsunox'aiBtsj leeu’sio
■uouBpodsuBJi 'jaisM ‘Suiuoz pue Sujuueid qpw pajonpuoo 8je« sSupaauj dnojS snsoj eiBjBdas sjuaLujjedap 

3]epsuo3S ;o /^iio snoiJBA ^}!^^ sSutidaiu dnojS snoo^ 0|d>))nui papnpuoo uieai joafojd ue)<j aqx

mms^BIS

ms
i^.V
Bit

-W'V-S

■sdnojS jaupBd pus ysis /(po pujaiu! luoj* jndui iBuoijippe jemsS oj pue uoiJBauoiui 
aJBps o) japjo ui sjaupied pue suiea) laalojd aApaadsaJ Jiam Mtl'A sa^epdn patojd asaip ajeps oj p8>|SB uap) 
ajam sjaqoiaui aauiuiajoo AjosiApv aApnaaxd ueid jatse^ aqj jo uopaejip aqi uo jndui apiAOJd pue sejepdn 

pafojd 8A|ao8j oj jaatoJd atp jnoqSnojm Ai>(eaM-!q )eui dnojS aqi •aaMicuoioo AiosjApy aAiinoaxa UB|d jatsei^j 
uoiieajDay pue s>iJBd aq» (o sjaquiauj se paqnuapi aja« uoissiiuuioo uoqeajoay pue s>(jBd aq) (o jaquiauj 

auo pue asjpiadxa *0 seeJO juauipiedap uoqeajaaa pue S)(JBd snoijeA uioji sjap|oqa>|ejs esjUAjp gt *o dnojS y

sdnodo snood dd vis aivasiioos do auo
■siuiod uoissnosjp pue seapi s.dnojS qaea 

jnoqe uoqeiujasajd poqs e 8Ae8 pue q}0|0a|qBi jaded aSJB) B uo sajou jiaqj ajoj/vi dnoj8 ||eujs qoeg uopBajDaj 
pue spjed aiepspoos JO ajnirq eqj joj seap.i Siq Jiaqj pue ‘uodn aAOJdui! p)noo juauipiedap aqi ;eqAA qiaM saop 

juaujpiedap aqj jeqw inoqe suoqsanb 0} puodsaj o) sdnojS neuis ui pa>|JOM yeis ueid jajsew uoqBajoay 
pue s>ped aqi uo jndu! apiAOJd oj 'A|aAij08dsaj uamaQ Apuniuujoo maj/v uieiunop) aq) pue jojuaQ joiuag jaay 

apuBJO aq) )b )9u) ujeai aouBua)u!Bi:^ uopBaJOay pue s>|jBd aq) pue j)8)s uoqeajoay pue s>(jed aiepspoos aqi

aaiiii/Mwoo AdosiAov aAiinoaxa
■uoqBajoaj pue sqjed aieps))oos ui aas 

0) a>)|| pinoAA I<aq) sujej8ojd pus saqiuauje uoi)B8J38J pue spjed snoiJBA 3ui)uasajdaj saSeuii uo S)op xis O) dn 
8u!08|d 'aspjaxa AoBJDO')op e ui pa)ed!3!)JBd os)e jaqiuauj qoeg 'uoqeajoaj pue eqjed a)eps))oos )0 ajn)n) aq) 
JO) seapt Siq jieq) ajeqe o) papse uaq; sbaa dnojS aqi '3u|p)|nq snsuasuoo pue ssaoojd oqqnd jnoqe suoqsanb 

paja/Asue pue 'seaoojd 8u|uue|d jb)SBuj aq) 0)U! )q8!su! '/waiAjaAo )OBfojd e SuipiAOjd dnoj8 siq) o) )uasajd 
o) A)iun)joddo aq) peq ujea) )Dafojd aqi •e|Bps))oos )0 ajn)onj)SBjjut pue ^josiq aq) ui ujaq) Suisjbuiui! Aq 

sepiiiqedeo diqs japea) jjaq) UI uoi)euua)suej) B aouauadxa 0) spunoiSqoeq asjBAip ujoj) jaq)a8o) sjaquiauj 
sseps3uijq)Bq) uiejSojd 6ai)objb)ui uaiuiajd e si ujBj8ojd )uaLUdoiaAapdiqsjapeaq 8ieps))03S aqi 

__________________________________
S0NI133IAI ddVlS N0llV3d03a QNV SXdVd aiVQSilOOS

2Z mm

P^VUOOdd lN3Nd013A3a dlHSd3aV31 31VaS1103S

M'
•i



•v:-V . .* .

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

Intercept Survey

Saturday September 2, 2023 / 6 p.m.-9p.m. 
Scottsdale Civic Center
3939 N Dr/nkivafer Boulevard. Scottsdale. AZ

The master plan team provided a booth at the venue to advertise and collect input for the 
City’s system-wide parks and recreation master plan. The team provided attendees with 
information on the project process for the parks and recreation master plan as well as 
business cards with a link to the project website to learn more about the project, take the 
survey, and use the other virtual outreach tools offered. The team also held an in-person 
dotocracy event allowing participants to place five dots on images for parks and recreation 
facilities and amenities and five dots on images for parks and recreation programming they 
would like to see in the 10+-year parks and recreation master plan.
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Facilities and Amenities Dotocracy Results

Playgrounds 
Splash Pads 

Aquatics/Pool Facilities 
Dog Parks 

Tennis Courts 
Pickleball Courts 

Basketball Courts 
Multi-Use Fields 

Multi-Uses Paths 
Indoor Exercise Equipment 

Indoor Walking/Running Track 
Outdoor Exercise Equipment 

Recreation Center/Community Center 
Sand Volleyball Courts 

Multi-Athletic Court Gym 
Disc Golf Course 

Baseball/Softball Fields 
Meeting Rooms

Total Number 
of Participants

Total Number 
of Inputs __I
798

Programming Dotocracy Results
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Swim Lessons E! 
Special Events 

Youth Sport Leagues 
Teen Programs and Lessons 

Water Fitness Classes 
Special Interest Classes 

Art Performance 
Fitness and Wellness Classes 

Art Programs 
Adaptive Recreational Programs 

Youth Day Camps 
Environmental Classes 

Adult Sport Leagues/Lessons 
Educational Classes 

Intergenerational Programs 
Senior Programs 

Rental Spaces
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Intercept Survey

Saturday September 2, 2023 / 6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Scottsdale Civic Center
3939 N Drinkwater Boulevard, Scottsdale, AZ

The master plan team provided a booth at the venue to advertise and collect input for the 
City’s system-wide parks and recreation master plan. The team provided attendees with 
information on the project process for the parks and recreation master plan as well as 
business cards with a link to the project website to learn more about the project, take the 
survey, and use the other virtual outreach tools offered. The team also held an in-person 
dotocracy event allowing participants to place five dots on images for parks and recreation 
facilities and amenities and five dots on images for parks and recreation programming they 
would like to see in the 10+-year parks and recreation master plan.

'1^M

Facilities and Amenities Dotocracy Results
Playgrounds 
Splash Pads 

Dog Parks 
Aquatic Pool/Facilities 

Indoor Walking/Running Path 
Recreations Center/Community Center 

Multi-use Path 
Outdoor Picklebatl Courts 

Indoor Exercise Equipment 
Multi-use Fields 

Outdoor Exercise Equipment 
Sand Volleyball Courts 

Baseball/Softball Fields 
Multi Athletic Court Gym 

Tennis Courts 
Basketball Court 
Disc Golf Course 
Meeting Rooms

Total Number 
of Participants

Total Number 
of inputs
852

Programming Dotocracy Results

■f V

special Events 
Art Performances 

Special Interest Classes 
Swim Lessons 

Teen Programs & Lessons 
Fitness & Wellness Classes 

Youth Sport Leagues 
Intergenerational Programs 

Senior Programs 
Adult Sport Leagues/Lessons 

Art Programs 
Water Fitness Classes 

Adaptive Recreation & Programs 
Educational Classes 

Environmental Classes 
Youth Day Camps 

Rental Spaces
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Saturday October 22, 2023 
Scottsdale Civic Center
McDowell Mountain Ranch y^quat/c Center

Amenities Votes

Recreation Center/ ■ 
Community Center B 

Multi-Use Paths ^ 
Playgrounds ^ 
Splash Pads 

Multi-Use Fields ■ 
(Soccer, Lacrosse, Foolball) £ 

Dog Parks ^ 
Aquatic/Pool Facilities £ 

Outdoor Pickleball Courts ^ 
Disc (uolf Course ^ 

Multi-Athletic Court Gym [H 
Basketball Courts ^ 

Outdoor Exercise Equipment H 
Indoor Walking/Running Track [| 

Sand Volleyball Courts P 
Tennis Courts Q 

Meeting Rooms P 
Indoor Exercise Equipment P 

Baseball/Softball Fields P

■1

-'t

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

m
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m
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m
Programming Votes

Special Events: |Q 
Environmental Classes jjg 

Youth Day Camps |: 
Fitness & Wellness Classes |q 

Youth Sport Leagues |Q 
Adult Sport Leagues/Lessons |? 

Adaptive Recreational Programs

Swim Lessons jjg 
Teen Programs & Lessons £ 

Educational Classes ||^ 
Special Interest Classes £| 

Intergenerational Programs JjJ 
Art Performances ^ 

Rental Spaces 
Senior Programs 

Art Programs 
Water Fitness Classes I!

im
5^^
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l^irpmary

Saturday October 28, 202314 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Chaparral Park

^1

Amenities Votes
Playgrounds ||^||||||||||||||||||||||||^  ̂
Splash Pads

Aquatic/Poot Facilities |^j||m||||||||| 
Dog Parks QUBBIBII 

Multi Use Paths ESHHHIIH 
Center/ |i||||||||||HH[||||| 

Community Center mHHHIH 
Outdoor PicklebaU Courts |^g|||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Multi-Use Fields p||||||||||||||^^ 
(Soccer, Lacrosse, Football) MflHIHHiHI 

Indoor Walking/Running Track 
Outdoor Exercise Equipment |Q||||||||||||||||||||H 

Multi-Athletic Court Gym dHHI 
Tennis Courts |g|||||||mm 

Sand Volleyball Courts 
Indoor Exercise Equipment

Disc Golf Course Q||||[||||||||||||||H 
Meeting Rooms Qm|||||||H 

Baseball/Softball Fields
Basketball Courts mhhimiii

mm mL ¥:m

JSt-

earn

■m

t I - H
,^•^v

Programming Votes
I Special Events

Swim Lessons 
Youth Sport Leagues 

Teen Programs & Lessons 
Senior Programs 

Adaptive Recreational Programs 
Special Interest Classes 

Fitness & Wellness Classes

Intergenerational Programs

Adult Sport Leagues/Lessons 
Art Performances 

Water Fitness Classes 
Youth Day Camps 

Educational Classes 
Rental Spaces 
Art Programs

Environmental Classes IT
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PLAYGROUND WORKSHOP

Summary

Saturday October 73, 2023 / 9 a.m. - 72 p.m. 
McCormick Stillman Railroad Park LS

Themed Playgrounds: 61

m

Wnfj
Slides: 76

HLong, Tall. Open Slide 
Multi-Slided Structure 

Open Slide in Topo 
Closed Slide in Topo

Swings: 32

if: ■' '„¥4,D 4
.TjM-m

Climbers: 46

Rockwall 
Twisty 

Webbed Dome 
Vertical

mm%______ m

j

*

Climbable Animal Structures 
Themed Slides 

Animal-Themed Playhouses 
Climbable Plant Structures

uu

Water Play: 77

Showers
Water Physics/Play Stations 

Water Buckets 
Umbrella Splash

Sensory & Nature Play: 31

Wheelchair-Accessible Swings 
Two-People Swings 

Baby & Parent Swings 
Saucer Swings

Balance Logs 
Log Stumps 
Treehouses 

Sensory Panels I 'O^
n \

Music Play: 27

Drums 
Xylophones 

Organ Chimes 
Bell Tower Chimes

Ninja Warrior/Adventure Courses: 38

Slanted Parkour Boards 
Zipline 

Monkey Bars 
Ropes

a
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PLAYGROUND WORKSHOP

Summary
Saturday October 13. 2023 / 9 a.m. -12 p.m. 
McCormick Stillman Railroad Park

Support Elements

Shaded Spaces: 25

Flat Sails M[*; 
Rectangle Ramadas 

Pitched Sails 
Public Art Towers n

Rentable Group Ramadas: 16

Rounded Gazebo 
Curved Roof 
Angled Roof 

Rectangular Flat Roof

e a

< 9

r ^
Interactive Art: 24

Archways 
Reflective Mirrors 

Poles 
Sculptures E
Seating: 12

Bench Swings 
Classic Benches 
Slanted Lounges 

Blocks

r£L \

u U J.

✓

-'2

Play Surfaces

Artificial Turf WTW 
Pour-in-Race Rubber ESI 

Engineered Wood Fiber 
Sand

Play Surfaces: 183 \ • * -:o;-
^ I ^

r 1'

n:
.si#-:

%
'-i*.

ii
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Master Plan SCOTTSDALE PARKS I RECREATION

SKATE PARK WORKSHOP Results

Summary

City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation hosted an exciting pop-up event at the 
Wedge Skate Park on November 18, 2023 and on November 22,2023. Music and 
giveaways were provided. There was also a raffle and prizes for attendees that 
participated in the parks and recreation master plan activities. Activities included 
dotocracy boards specific to skate park and bike park user amenities and programs. 
There was also a “Build Your Own Skatepark” station where participants could build 
their dream skate park out of LEGO bricks.

wm ■1

m , r

•amL

Skate Raza 
Snake Run 

Pump Track 
Signature Skate Element 

Amoeba Bowl 
FullRpe 

Sculpture 
Skills Trail 

Tot Zone

Lessons/After School Programs 
Warm-Up Route 

Youth Summer Camps 
Rentable Skate Pockets 

Bike Maintenance Station 
Skateboard Maintenance Station

s

fr%Wfr

Total Number 
of Participants
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POLO CHAMPIONSHIP EVENT

Summary:

Known as “America’s most-attended polo event," the Bentley Scottsdale Polo 
M Championships took place at WestWorld on November 4,2023. The event featured 
H activities for everyone and included polo matches, fashion shows for humans and 
H dogs alike, live performances, and exotic car displays. The master plan conducted 
^ project education and a dotocracy exercise at a vendor booth at the event. Six 
H attendees participated in the dotocracy exercise.
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7 ULTIMATE PLAYDATE EVENT

88

......J
;.f ' i Scottsdale Public Library hosted their annual Ultimate Play Date event on December HSH

? “’i 2023. The event was geared towards families and included interactive play
;! zones for early learning, school aged, tweens, and teens. There were multiple arts sHH

y and crafts, music and dance, and science and technology activities The event also mHII
featured live music, food trucks, and a mimosa garden. The Parks and Recreationm: Master Plan had a vendor booth and conducted a LEGO workshop where participants 
were asked to build their dream playground. A dotocracy exercise focusing on 
playground surfacing, equipment, and programming preferences was also conducted 
at the event. Hundreds of attendees participated in the LEGO workshop. Hwi
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WORKSHOP #1 - ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY NEEDS 
AND PRIORITIES

89

Summary

• •,
Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan
■ ai»o-

^JuSCOnSDAIl # PARKS a RECREATION : i

Workshop #1 was held in-person and virtually. Residents provided input on where they would like special events 
to take place. Participants also used stickers to vote on which park amenities they would most like to see in future 
parks, what programs they would like to see held, and what types of special events they would like to see.

Where would you like special 
events to take place?

k]
H

•\RFA
(North City Limits to Bell Rd)

AREA 2
(Bell Rd to Shea Blvd)

□

o VOTES

Special Events \/otes
Live Music 

Nature Events 
Family Fun Days 

Movies in the Park 
Neighborhood Park Events 

Yoga in the Park 
Adventure Courses 

Youth Activities 
Fishing Expos 

Fourth of July Celebrations 
Winter Holiday Celebrations 

Bike Rides 
Date Nights 

Cultural Festivals 
Fun Runs 

Food Truck Days 
Halloween Celebrations Qj 

Kite Events Q 
Pop-up Events Q|

Scavenger Hunts Qj 
Themed Events 

Trivia Nights 
Performing Arts q 

Spring Celebrations q

m
AREAS
(Shea Blvd to McDonald Rd)

AREA 4
(McDonald Rd to South City Limits)o VOTES

O
o VOTES

Amenities Votes
Multi-Use Paths 

Recreation Center/
Community Center 

Playgrounds 
Splash Pads 

Aquatic/Pool Facilities 
Dog Parks 

Multi-Use Fields 
(Soccer, Lacrosse, Football)

Outdoor Pickleball Courts 
Disc Golf Course 

Basketball Courts 
Multi-Athletic Court Gym 

Indoor Watking/Running Track 
Outdoor Exercise Equipment

Baseball/Softball Fields H 
Indoor Exercise Equipment 

Meeting Rooms 
Sand Volleyball Courts M

Programming Votes
Special Events 

Environmental Classes 
Youth Day Camps 

Fitness & Wellness Classes 
Youth Sport Leagues 

Adaptive Recreational Programs 
Adult Sport Leagues/Lessons 

Swim Lessons 
Educational Classes 

Teen Programs & Lessons 
Intergenerational Programs 

Special Interest Classes 
Art Performances 

Rental Spaces 
Art Programs 

Senior Programs 
Water Fitness Classes

!• •



WORKSHOP #2-CONFIRMING COMMUNITY NEEDS AND 
PROVIDING SITE-SPECIFIC PARK FEEDBACK
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Master Plan Ij^SCOnSDAli PARKS S RECREATION

Summary
Workshop #2 was held in-person and virtually. Residents were given an overview of the project and the results 
of the community feedback on amenity and programming priorities received in workshop #1. Participants were 
invited to provide comments on all the city's park sites using stickers and post-it notes. These site specific 
comments directly influenced recommendations in the plan.

Scottsdale
Sports

Complex

Vista del 
Camino 

Park

Apache
Park

Thomas 
Road 

Bike Stop

Chaparral
Park

"More shade"

“Disc Golf 
Course could use 

some loving"

"Trees" 
“Better Grass"

"Have an air pump 
for bikes"

“Community art 
displays?"

"Update Rec Center?"

Agua Lida 
Park

Eldorado
Park

Pima
Park

"Walking meditation" 
“Mental wellness"

“Develop only bike 
path or only 

walking path" 
"Bike Park/ 
Pumptrack"

"Needs a whole 
new face lift"

Chesnutt
Park

"Re-open the 
park house"
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STATISTICALLY VALID SURVEY

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

ETC Institute administered a Parks and Recreation needs assessment survey for the City of Scottsdale during 
the fall of 2023. The survey will help determine Parks and Recreation priorities for the city to inform the City’s 
Master Plan.

METHODOLOGY
ETC Institute mailed a survey packet to a random sample of households In Scottsdale. Each survey packet 
contained a cover letter, a copy of the survey, end a postage-paid return envelope. Residents who received 
the survey were given the option of returning the survey by mail or completing it online at 
ScottsdateSurvey.org. After the surveys were mailed. ETC Institute followed up with residents to encourage 
participation. To prevent people who were not residents of Scottsdale from participating, everyone who 
completed the survey online was required to enter their home address prior to submitting the survey. ETC 
Institute then matched the addresses that were entered online with the addresses that were originally selected 
for the random sample. If the address from a survey completed online did not match one of the addresses 
selected for the sample, the online survey was not included in the final database for this report. The goal was 
to collect a minimum of 500 completed surveys from residents. The goal was met with 518 completed surveys 
collected. The overall results for the sample of 518 households have a precision of at least */-4.3 at the 9596 
level of confidence. v

___

w Most respondents (90%) report visiting Parks and Recreation facilities
riTN 0 offered by Scottsdale Parks and Recreation within the last year. Of those

residents, 75% typically visit these facilities once a month.

M
.. jTbfe report, contains thp following:

• Executive Summary with major findings

• Charts showing the overall results of the survey (Section 1)

• Priority Investment Rating (PIR) that identifies priorities for facilities and programs (Section 2)

• Benchmarks comparing data from Scottsdale to national averages (Section 3)

• Tabular data showing the overall results for all questions on the survey (Section 4)
IBS5S®S0KK3SI®®5Sai

Respondents were asked to rate the overall condition of all the parks and 
facilities they had visited within the last year. The parks and facilities that 
rated the highest (as “excellent” or "good”) were McCormick-Stillman 
Railroad Park (96%), North Scottsdale community parks (92%), and Adaptive 
Services Center (91%).

Of the respondents that do not visit or use Scottsdale park and recreation 
facilities, the reasons most often listed were; use other City, State, private, or 
HOA facilities (19%); not aware of park or facility locations (19%); and too far 
from home (17%).

• A copy of the cover letter and survey Instrument (Section 5)
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SCOTTSDALE PARKS AND RECREATION 
PROGRAMS

Overview

Only 41% of respondents report participating in parks and recreation 
programs offered by Scottsdale Parks and Recreation within the last year.

Reasons for Not Participating

Of the respondents that do not participate in Scottsdale park and recreation 
programs, the reasons most often listed were; 1 don’t know what is offered 
(61%), too busy/not interested (25%), and prefer individual activities (17%).

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <i>S(:()TTSDAii PARKS 4 RECREATION

Capital Improvements

When residents were asked to place priority emphasis on a set of capital 
improvement projects, the projects with the highest priority rating, 
combination of "very high priority" and “high priority," were add shade 
structures (75%), add/improve park restrooms (66%), and improve water 
efficiency of irrigation systems (64%).

When asked to pick three capital improvement projects that should receive 
the most emphasis from City leaders over the next two years, add shade 
structures (44%), improve water efficiency of irrigation systems (30%), and 
add/improve park restrooms (27%) were the top three selected.

Level of Support for Various Improvements

COMMUNICATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS

Information Sources

Respondents were asked to select which information sources they currently 
use to learn about programs and services that are offered by the City of 
Scottsdale and the top three sources were: internet (39%), City’s website 
(35%). and from friends and neighbors (31%). When asked which sources 
they would prefer to get information from, email blasts/newsletters (34%), 
City's website (29%), and internet (26%) were the top choices.

-r Respondents were asked to rate their level of support for various 
improvements and the improvements with the highest level of support, a 
combination of "very supportive” and “supportive,” were improve existing 
park infrastructure (86%), improve existing multi-use path system (79%), 
and improve/add restroom facilities (73%).

When asked to pick three improvements that are most important for your 
household, improve existing park infrastructure (46%), improve existing 
multi-use path (41%), and improve sustainability and water efficiency in 
irrigation and landscaping (31%) were the top three selected.

Single-and Multi-Day Event Concepts

Respondents were asked to rate which single-day or multi-day event 
concepts they would most enjoy or are interested in and the top three were 
outdoor entertainment (76%), holiday celebrations (60%), and food/drink 
events (56%).
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Master Plan <i^SCOnSDAlE ® PARKS &RECR!ATION

FACILITIES NEEDS

Respondents were asked to identify if their household had a need for 35 facilities and to rate how well their 
needs for each were currently being met. Based on this analysis. ETC Institute was able to estimate the number 
of households in the community that had the greatest “unmet” need for various facilities.

The three facilities with the highest percentage of households that have an unmet needs include:

m Conservatories

27.936 Households
1

#

Community Garden

'• ; ; 24.63/ Households

24,420 Households

• • • • •• • •^ •• • • •

The estimated number of households that have unmet needs for each of the 35 facilities assessed is shown in 
the chart below.

Estimated number of households whose activity needs are only “party met" or “not met"

Conservatories
Community Gardens
Pickleball Courts
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers

Indoor fltr^ess/exercise facilities
Indoor hard courts
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Park ramadas/pavilions
Rock walls and ropes courses
Nature trails
Dog parks
Outdoor performance spaces
Multi-use paths
indoor sports fields
Bike parks
Natural areas and greenspaces
Fishing areas
Recreation/community centers
Splash pads/spray parks
Outdoor education spaces
Indoor classrooms/meeting room speices
Aquatic/pool facilities
Sand volleyball courts
Indoor rental spaces
Playgrounds
Outdoor basketball courts
Tennis courts
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Archery ranges
Outdoor event rental spaces
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Disc golf courses
Motocross courses
Accessible playground equipment
eSports gaming facilities

27.936
26,631
24,420

24.358

23.526
21.192

20.606
18.761

18.405
18.314
17.604
16,976
16.752
16,106
15,652
15.206
14.752
14,739
13.210
12.509
11,223
10.506
10.493
9.355
9.188
8,715
8.265
7.797
7.360
7.148

6,935
6,236
6.224
6.046
5.808

Bynumbwofft

0 5.000 10.000 15.000 20.000 25,000 30.000

Households
d on an estimafed househoids in the city of Scottsdaie Not Met Partly Met
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FACILITY IMPORTANCE

In addition to assessing the needs for each facility, ETC Institute also assessed the importance that residents 
placed on each item. Based on the sum of respondents’ top four choices, these were the four facilities ranked 
most Important to residents:

49%

-r Multi-use Paths

49%

Nature Areas and 
Greenspaces

The percentage of residents who selected each facility as one of their top four choices is shown 
In the chart below.

Which four activities are most important to your household

Nature trails

Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Dog parks
Aquatic/pool facilities
Indoor fitness/exercfse facilities
Pickleball courts
Playgrounds
Conservatories
Community gardens
Recreation community centers
Bike parks
Park ramadas/pavilions
Tennis courts
Fishing areas
Splash pads/spray parks
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Outdoor performance spaces
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Accessible playground equipment
Indoor hard courts
Motocross courses
indoor classrooms/meetlng room spaces
Outdoor basketball courts
Archery ranges
Indoor sports fields
Sand volleyball courts
Rock walls and ropes courses
Oise golf courses
Indoor rental spaces
Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor event rental spaces
eSports gaming facilities

1

EMB

B

['T I

II

I

0%

By percent of respondents who selected the items as Top Choice
one of rhetr top four choices

20% 40%

Percent of Respondents

2nd Choice 3rd Choice

too

49%

49%
36%
18%
17%
17%
17%
15%
14%

J3%
11%
10%
8%
6%
6%
5%
5%
5%
5%

5%

5%
5%
3%
3%
3%
3%
3%
3%
2%
2%
2%
1%
0%
0%
0%

K 4th Choice
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Natural Trails

P/R= 166

Nature Areas 
and Greenspaces
P/R= 732

Pickleball Courts

P7R= 727

Indoor Fitness/ 
Exercise Facilities

P/R= 778

Multi-use Paths

P/R= 759

Conservatories

■ P/R= 729

Community Garden

P7R= 727

Dog Parks

p;r= 700

Parifs and Recreation 
TWasfer Plan (fUSCOnSDAU PARKS A RfCREATION

ORITIES FOR FACILITY INVESTMENTS

? was developed by ETC Institute to provide organizations with an objective toot for evaluating the 
' that should be placed on recreation and parks investments. The PIR equally weighs: (1) the importance 
sidents place on facilities and (2) how many residents have unmet needs for the facility. Details 
ing the methodology for this analysis are provided in Section 2 of this report.

on the PIR, the following facilities were rated as high priorities for Investment:

The chart below shows the PIR for each of the 35 facilities assessed in the survey.

Top Priorities for investment for facilities based on PIR

Nature trails ^. — . . -.............. . .
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Conservatories
Pickleball courts
Community gardens
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities -_____________
Dog parks
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Park ramadas/pavilions
Indoor hard courts - .
Bike parks
Recreation/community centers
Aquatic/pool facilities
Outdoor performance spaces
Rock walls and ropes courses
Fishing areas
Indoor sports fields
Playgrounds
Splash pads/spray parks .
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Outdoor education spaces
Sand volleyball courts
Tennis courts
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Outdoor basketball courts
Indoor rental spaces
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Archery ranges
Accessible playground equipment
Motocross courses
Outdoor event rental spaces
Disc golf courses
eSports gaming facilities

High Prioriiy 
(100+)

Medium Priority 
(51-99)

Low Priority 
(0-50)

0 50 100 150

Priority Investment Rating

200

102

166
159
132
129
121
121
116
100

97

83
83
82
75
74
72
71
70
66
63
63
58
46
46
42
42
39
37
36
34
32
31
28
26
26
21
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PROGRAM NEEDS AND PRIORITIES

Respondents were asked to identify if their household had a need for 30 programs and to rate how well their 
needs for each were currently being met. Based on this analysis, ETC Institute was able to estimate the number 
of households in the community that had the greatest “unmet" need for various programs.

The three Parks and Recreation programs with the highest percentage of households that have an unmet need:

<]

Community Events
)

Outdoor Skill/ 
Safety Course

. • • 30,205 Households

Outdoor Adventure 
Programs

■SriTIErairilfiK

• • • .

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan (A SCOTTSDALE ® PARKS 1 RECREATION 104

The estimated number of households that have unmet needs for each of the 30 programs assessed is shown in 
the chart below.

Estimated Number of Households Whose Program Needs Are Only "Party Met” or “Not Met”

Community events
Outdoor skiUs/safety courses
Outdoor adventure programs
Arts and culture programs
Outdoor fitness programming
Adult fitness and wellness programs
Stage performance
Performing arts programs
Older adult and fitness programs
Volunteer opportunities
Canoeing/kayaking/stand'Up paddle 
boarding
Mobile or “pop-up" education programs
Adult sports

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs
Pet-friendly programming

Environmental eduction programs

Horseback riding

Heritage programs
Golf simulator

Youth environmental stewardship 
programs

Youth fitness and wellness programs
Teen programs
Inclusive programming
Interpretive education programs
Camp programs
Preschool programs
Before and after school programs
Geocaching, augmented reality
Archery Programs
eSports programs/leagues/tournaments

■
unm

-i-
-i-
-h

-I-

-h

-4-

4
-4-
-4-

-f-
-4-
-4-
-4-

-I- 33,964
30.205
29.771

28,894
27,970
27.045
26,362
26.352
26.069
25,929

25,262

24,995

23,472

23,073

21,390

19.850

19,667

17,248

16,389

1Z075

12.064
11,006
10.702
10.664
10,331
9,619
9,405
8,635
6.901
5.553

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20.000 25,000 30,000 35,000

Households

Bynumberoih s based on tneslifMted U5.826 hovseMds in rhecify of Scottsdale r?"" ’ Not Met Partly Met
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PROGRAM IMPORTANCE

In addition to assessing the needs for each program, ETC Institute also assessed the importance that residents 
placed on each item. Based on the sum of respondents' top four choices, these were the four programs ranked 
most important to residents:

36%

Adult Fitness
and Wellness Programs

. . ■ 3396

P Arts and
Cultural Programs

2296

. . * . •
• •' • • •

m
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The percentage of residents who selected each program as one of their top four choices is shown in the chart 
below.

liHP!

|-s

|B

IL.«»
■Bl

■3

M

Top four programs that are most important to your household
Community events
Adult fitness and wellness programs
Arts and cultural programs
Older adult and fitness programs
Performing arts programs
Adult sports
Stage performances
Pet-friendly programming
Volunteer opportunities
Outdoor fitness programming
Outdoor adventure programs
Older adult trips/other targeted older
adult programs

Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boarding

Golf simulator
Environmental education programs 
Outdoor skills/safety courses 
Preschool programs 
Horseback riding
Youth fitness and wellness programs 
Before and after school programs 
Teen programs 
Archery programs
Mobile or ‘‘pop-up" education programs 
Camp programs 
Heritage programs 
Geocaching, augmented reality 
Inclusive prosp-amming 
Interpretive education programs 
Youth environmental stewardship 
programs
eSports programs/leaguesytoumaments

36%
33%
22%

0% 20% 40%

Percent of Respondents

17%
16%
14%
14%
13%
12%
10%
10%

10%

9%

8%
8%
7%
7%
6%
6%
5%
5%
5%
3%
3%
3%
2%
2%
2%

1%

0%
60%

I*: .m
By perceni of respondents irho selectsd the /toms 
as one of their top four choices

I Top Choice 2nd Choice 13rd Choice 14th Choice
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PRIORITIES FOR PROGRAM INVESTMENTS

The PIR was developed by ETC Institute to provide organizations with an objective tool for evaluating the 
priority that should be placed on recreation and parks investments. The PIR equally weighs: (1) the importance 
that residents place on programs and (2) how many residents have unmet needs for the program. Details 
regarding the methodology for this analysis are provided in Section 2 of this report.

Based on the PIR, the following programs were rated as high priorities for investment:

J'

t

o

e

Community Events

PIR= 200

Arts and Cultural 
Programs

P//?= 146

Performing Arts 
Programs

P/R= 122

Outdoor Adventure 
Programs

Adult Fitness
and Wellness Programs

P/f?= 169

Older Adult and 
Fitness Programs

P/R= 125

Stage Performance

PIR= 116

PIR= 115

Volunteer
Opportunities

(o)

a Outdoor Fitness 
e Programs

PIR= 110

Adult Sports

P/R= 108

• • — • •
■•■/w /V,- •
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The chart below shows the Priority Investment Rating for each of the 30 programs assessed on the survey.

0

Top Priorities for investment for programs based on PIR

Community events
Adu It fitness and wellness programs

Arts and cultural programs ■—

Older adult and fitness programs
Performing arts programs

Stage performances
Outdoor fitness programming

Outdoor adventure programs

Volunteer opportunities
Adult sports ■

Outdoor skills/safety courses
Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boardinsf
Pet-friendly programming
Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs
Mobile or “pop-up education programs
Environmental education programs
Horseback riding
Golf simulator __________________
Heritage programs
Youth fitness and wellness programs
Preschool programs
Teen programs
Before and after school programs
Youth environmental stewardship 
programs
Camp programs
Inclusive programming
Interpretive education programs
Archery programs
Geocaching, augmented reality
eSports programs/league/tournaments

High Priority 
(100*)

Medium Priority 
(51-99)

Low Priority 
(0-50)

50 100 150

Priority

200

200

169

146

125
122

116

115

111
110

108

108

99

97

94

83
79
74
70
59
52
47
47
43

39

39
36
36
33
32
18
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Ages 85
• Ages 75-84
• Ages 65-74
• Ages 55-64
• Ages 45-54
• Ages 35-44

Including yourself, how many 
people in your household are..,
by pefcentage of persons in household

Ages 25-34 
Ages 20-24

• Ages 15-19 
Ages 10-14

• Ages 5-9 
Under age 5

During a typical year, do you/your 
household visit City of Scottsdale 
Parks and Recreation facilities?
by percentage of persons in household

• Yes

• No

How often do respondents typically 
visit Parks and Recreation facilities?
by percentage of respondents who visit perks or recreation 
facilities cfuring a typical year

• Daily .

• A few times per year I

• Monthly I

• Weekly

3%

5%1
^ S%%

6%

j12% m-v
.11%

I

r ..,18% 1

39% A
25%

I

Ch SCOTTSDALE ® PARKS S RKRtATlON 110

Please rate the quality of each of the Parks and Recreation facilities you/your household have visited
over the past year

McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park ______________

North Scottsdale community parks

Adaptive Services Center

Scottsdale Stadium

Scottsdale Civic Center

Multi-use paths

Central Scottsdale community parks

Aquatic centers/pools

Indian Bend Wash community porks

Skate parks

Playgrounds

Tennis centers

Sports complexes

Community centers

Oise golf course at Vista del Camino

Small neighborhood parks

Dog parks/off'leash areas

Fitness centers

Splash pads

Sports fields

Sports courts

67% 29% 5%

1%53% 39%

■mm 66%

rit7% 0^44% 2%

m t40% 2%

8%42% 2%

mm 46%

38% 49% 1%

^42% @046% -1%

30% 56%

m 42% 12% 2%

38% 15%

;39% 46% 1%

^5% 48% 3%

36% mi46% 5%

BP5% 46% 17% 2%

1-4%SE043%K»i33%li

^32%* 15%»SrTl .9%43%

28% I-2%46%

3^ 23%f?1-4%40%

40% 22%

80%20% 40% 60%
Percent of Respondents

Good

1-6%

100%

8y percentage of respondents visit parks or recreation facilities during ^'7^. Excellent 
a typical year /excluding “have not visitecT)

I Fair I Poor



Barriers to the usage and visitation of City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation facilities
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Barriers to participating in City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation programs or events
Use other City, State, private, or HOA 
facilities
Not aware of park or facility locations ■

Too far from home

Lack of features we want to use

Other
Facility equipment doesn't meet my 
needs

Do not feel safe using parks/facilities

Fees are too high/lack of financial 
assistance
Pandemic-related concerns
Lack of restrooms

10%

Households

by percents^ of respondefits who do not visit porks or recreation facilitios during a typical year {multipie selections could be made)

During a typical year, do you/your 
household participate in any Parks and 
Recreation programs or events offered 
and/or hosted by the City of Scottsdale?
bypen eof respondents

#Yes 
• No

don't know what is offered 61%19%

Too busy/not interested 25%19%

17% Prefer individual activities 17%

17% Program times are not convenient 10%
11%

Use programs of other agencies 8%
8%

Too far from home 7%
6% Classes are full 5%

6% Program not offered 5%
4% Fees are too high/lack of financial 

assistance 4%
■m 2%

5% 15% 20% Safety concerns 2%

Lack of quality instructors 2%

Oo not feel welcomed/accommodated 2%

Registration is difficult 2%

Lack of transportation 2%

Lack of quality programs 1%

Language/cultural/age barriers 1%

Parking issues

60% .0% 20% 40% 60%
Percent of Respondents

by percentage of respondents who do not participate in any Parks and Recreation programs or events Imuitlpfe selections could be made)r
4 %

ft
59% >v-

L • ^
s

1. ja

■ A

Sis
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Piease rate your level of agreement with the following statements

Provide access to greenspace and 
nature, or playgrounds

Preserve open space and protect the 
environment

Improve my (my household’s) physical 
health and fitness

Are age-friendly and accessible to all 
age groups

Improve my (my household's) mental 
health and reduces stress

Provide access to transportation

Positively impact economic/business 
development

Provide positive social Interactions for 
me (my household/family)

Help to attract new residents and 
businesses

Help to attract tourists and seasonal 
visitors

Offer childhood education opportunities 
to develop the whole child

Provide jobs/professional development 
for youth

Help to reduce crime in my 
neighborhood and keep kids out of 
trouble

Provide information and assistance in 
navigating resources and social services

by ptfrc«nr«g9 of respondents Strongly Agree 
fexduding "don’t krtow'}

1%52% 40% 1%

3%\m46% 41% 1%

2%;4i% 45% 1%

1%38% 46% 1%

3%m37% 45% 1%

4%
0%40% 42%

3%-30% 46%
1%

4%31% 44%
1%

4%43%

3%
39% 2%

3%24% 41% 2%

2%44%

2%34%

.2%im35%

80%20% 40% 60%

Percent of Respondents

Agree ■■Neutral SHI Disagree

100%

I Strongly Disagree

M
® and Recreation
fel Master Plan

How often do respondents typically 
visit Parks and Recreation facilities?
by peirenrage of fespoodents wbo visit parks or recrestion 
facHHies during a tytMai year

• Satisfied

• Very Satisfied 
Neutral

• Dissatisfied

• Very Dissatisfied

r

0SCOTTSDAIE PARKS A RECREATION

42%

4%
i

16%L

.f i

f-...

^ ■

W- - Iai/JwIft
-I

33^
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Percentage of households that have a need for each activity

Nature trails

Natural areas and greenspacas

Multi-use paths

Park ramadas/pavilions

Conservatories

Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers

Recreation/community centers

Playgrounds
Dog parks
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Con^munity gardens

Bike parks

Aquatic/pool facilities
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Pickleball courts
Outdoor performance spaces
Outdoor basketball courts
Multi-purpose soccer fields

Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Fishing areas

Tennis courts
Indoor hard courts
Sand volleyball courts
Splash pads/spray parks

Outdoor education spaces

Outdoor event rental spaces

Indoor sports fields

Accessible playground equipment
Rock walls and ropes courses

Indoor rental spaces

Disc golf courses

eSports gaming facilities

Archery ranges
Motocross courses

mm

ra

tPM

Ni

0%

[ 86%

85%

84%

62%

60%

57%

51%
48%
47%

47%

46%
42%
42%

40%
39%
37%

34%
34%
33%
32%

32%
32%
32%

30%
29%
27%

26%
25%

23%

22%

21%

19%
11%

10%
9%

25% 50%

Households

75%

by pereentagf of n 0 indicated they had a need for the item listed

Estimated number of households who have a need for each activity

Nature trails

Natural areas and greenspaces

Multi-use paths

Park ramadas/pavilions

Conservatories
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers
Recreation/community centers

Playgrounds
Dog parks
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Community gardens

Bike parks

Aquatic/pool facilities
Outdoor exercise equlpment/courses
Pickleball courts

Outdoor performance spaces
Outdoor basketball courts

Multi-purpose soccer fields

Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Fishing areas
Tennis courts
Indoor hard courts

Sand volleyball courts
Splash pads/spray parks

Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor event rental spaces

indoor sports fields
Accessible playground equipment

Rock walls and ropes courses

Indoor rental spaces
Disc golf courses

eSports gaming facilities

Archery ranges

Motocross courses
0 25.000 50,000

Households
by number of households based on an estimated 11S.826 households in the city of Scottsdale

75.000

716

100.074

98.452

96.831

72.160

69.148

66.368

58.724

55.017

54.670
54.207
53.048

48.763

48.415
46.099
45.056
43.087

39.61^

39.381
38.107

37.412
37064
37064

36.601
34.632

33.358
31.273

29.536
29.072
26.872

25,598
24.555

21.428

12.278
12.046
10.656

100.000
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How well needs are met for activities

Natural areas and greenspaces

Playgrounds

MuUi'Use paths

Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields

Nature trails

Multi-purpose soccer fields

Aquatic/pool facilities

Outdoor basketball courts
Tennis courts

Accessible playground equipment

Outdoor event rental spaces

Recreation/community centers

Park ramadas/pavilions

Disc golf courses

Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces

Sand volleyball courts
Bike parks

Dog parks
Nature centers/environmental learning
centers______________________________
indoor rental spaces

Outdoor performance spaces
Splash pads/spray parks

Fishing areas

Outdoor education spaces

Conservatories

indoor fitness/exercise facilities

Outdoor exercise equipment/courses

eSports gaming facilities

Community gardens

Pickleball courts

Indoor sports fields

Indoor hard courts

Motocross courses

Archery ranges

Rock walls and ropes courses

-3% 
l^^3% 

-4%

ki5%Ma-4% 
jS||g||-5%

:B4% 41%

i®38% 46%
45% 38%

38%

35%
35% 115%'

40% 5%
39% ■19%' 3%

45?^ 16%33% 7%
38% 40% -7%

1135% 41% 5%20%

132% 43% 19% 6%
;;f3^ 21%^^ -5%41%

21% *1%32% 39%
27% 43% 21%

10%36% 21%

■■Mm i3%39%
22% 11%35%

22%29% 34% 15%

22% 40% 14%'25%
28% 11%

":i28^
30%

13%'am33%

5135% 25% 15%25%
226% um34% 13%

'::p29^ 21%31% 20%

26% 18%33%
28%'33% 17%

18%27% 26%

^21% 8%29% 32%

23% 23% 31%

13%iaR 28% 38%32%

mtm 28% 26%' 32%

m '54%'21%
28%' 33%20% 19%
30%11%! 42%18%

100%

by pemntage of respondents (excluding "no need?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Percent of Respondents

■■Fully Met Mostly Met ^■Partly Met ■■Not Met
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Estimated number of households whose activity needs are only ‘"Partly Met” or "Not Met”

Conservatories
Community gardens
Pickleball courts
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Indoor hard courts
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Park ramadas/pavilions
Rock walls and ropes courses
Nature trails
Dog parks
Outdoor performance spaces
Mutti-use paths
Indoor sports fields
Bike parks
Natural areas and greenspaces
Fishing areas

Recreation/community centers
Splash pads/spray parks
Outdoor education sp2Kes
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Aquatic/pool facilities
Sand volleyball courts
Indoor rental spaces
Playgrounds
Outdoor basketball courts
Tennis courts

Multi-purpose soccer fields
Archery ranges
Outdoor event rental spaces
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Disc golf courses
Motocross courses
Accessible playground equipment
eSports gaming facilities

4 -4-
-I-

4
i

01
im

27936
26.631
24.420

24,358

23.526
21,192

20,606

18,405
18,314
17,604
16.976
16.752
16,106
15,652
15,260
14,752
14,739
13.210
12.509
11,223
10,506
10.493
9,355
9.188
8,715
8,265
7.797
7,360
7148

6.935
6,236
6,224

6.046
5,808

0 5.000 10.000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000

Households
by number of households based on an »stfma(«d 115.826 houseftoftf5 mffwc/ry of Sconsda/e Not Met Partly Met
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Which four activities are most important to your household?

Nature trails 
Multi-use paths

Natural areas and greenspaces 
Dog parks

Aquatic/pool facilities 
Indoor fItness/exercIse facilities 
Picklebatl courts 
Playgrounds 
Conservatories 
Community gardens 
Recreation/community centers 
Bike parks

Park ramadas/pavilions

Tennis courts

Fishing areas

Splash pads/spray parks

Multi-purpose soccer fields

Outdoor performance spaces

Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Nature centers/environmental learning
centers
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses 
Accessible playground equipment 
Indoor hard courts 
Motocross courses
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Outdoor basketball courts
Archery ranges
Indoor sports fields
Sand volleyball courts
Rock walls and ropes courses

Disc golf courses
Indoor rental spaces
Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor event rental spaces
eSports gaming facilities

0%

by percentage of reaponOents wfw selecred fhe 
/terns as one of their top four choices

20%

Percent of Respondents

40%

49%

49%

38%

18%

17%

17%

17%

15%

14%

13%

11%

10%

8%

6%

6%
5%

5%

5%

5%

5%

5%

5%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

1%

0%

0%

0%

R Top Choice 2nd Choice 13rd Choice

.•;:v:ssi
' •« •

14th Choice
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Percentage of households that have a need for each program

Community events

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Arts and cultural programs

Performing arts programs

Stage performances

Adult sports

Volunteer opportunities

Environmental education programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Outdoor skills/safety courses

Pet-friendly programming

Outdoor adventure programs

Outdoor fitness programming

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

Canoeing/kayakIng/stand-up paddle 
boarding

Mobile or "pop-up" education programs
Heritage programs
Horseback riding

Youth fitness and wellness programs
Golf simulator

Inclusive programming
Youth environmental stewardship 
programs

Interpretive education programs

Camp programs
Teen programs

Before and after school programs

Preschool programs
Geocaching, augmented reality
Archery programs
eSports programs/teagues/toumaments

67%

50%
49%

47%
44%

43%

39%

38%

38%
pm 34%

34%

34%

33%

30%

27%

26%

24%

22%
19%

m 18%
18%

17%

17%
16%

16%
15%

14%

11%
10%
9%

0%

by percentage of respondents who indicated they had a need for the Hem listed

25%
Respondents

50%

Parks and Recreation 
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Estimated number of households who have a need for each program

Community events

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Arts and cultural programs

Performing arts programs

Stage performances

Adult sports

Volunteer opportunities

Environmental education programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Outdoor skills/safety courses

Pet-friendly programming

Outdoor adventure programs

Outdoor fitness programming

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boarding
Mobile or "pop-up" education programs
Heritage programs
Horseback riding

Youth fitness and wellness programs
Golf simulator
inclusive programming
Youth environmental stewardship 
programs
Interpretive education programs
Camp programs

Teen programs
Before and after school programs

Preschool programs

Geocaching, augmented reality

Archery programs
eSports programsAeagues/toumaments m

0 25,000 50,000

Households
by number of househoftfs based on an esriVnafetf n5.6?6 households m the city of Scottsdale

77,719

57,913

57.102

54,786

50.500

50.153

45.172

44,014

43,666

39.381

39,033

38.918

38.686

34,284

31.736

30,115

27,335

25.945
21,428
20,385

20,270

19.227

19,111

18.648
17.953
16,795

16.331

12,625

11,351

10,688
75,000

li
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How well needs are met for programs

Community events

Environmental education programs

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Adult sports

Performing arts programs

Arts and cultural programs

eSports programsAeagues/toumaments

Stage performances

inclusive programming

Pet-friendly programming

Camp programs

interpretive education programs

Before and after school programs

Youth fitness and wellness programs

Volunteer opportunities

Preschool programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Archery programs

Teen programs

Youth environmental stewardship 
programs

Heritage programs

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

Geocaching, augmented reality

Outdoor fitness programming

Horseback riding

Outdoor adventure programs

Outdoor skills/safety courses

Canoeing/kayakIng/stand-up paddle 
boarding

Golf simulator

Mobile or "pop-up*’ education programs

31% atBES
30% 15*36%

22% 31% 27,%' 19%

21%34% 25%

31%34% 17,%

35%"182^ 31% 15%

33% 20%' 31%

>!6%1 32%31% 20%

;?25% 29% 2’4%22%

3'4% 21%30%

l23%mrnm 25% 33%

30%29%

29%27% 27%
28% 29% 27%

29% 28%26%

29% 34%

3-3% 27%
2?%22% 37%

16%| 35*23%

15% 22%

39%:»jp% 27% 25%

mm 21% 32%

mmii 16% 26% '42%

35% 38%511%
122%

l32%
■26%

T3%
’•‘8%

J9%

gn9%

55%25%10%

; 7% 29%

Estimated number of households whose program needs are only "Partly Met" or "Not Met"

Community events

Outdoor skills/safety courses

Outdoor adventure programs

Arts and cultural programs

Outdoor fitness programming

Adult fitness ar)d wellness programs

Stage performances

Performing arts programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Volunteer opportunities

Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boarding
Mobile or "pop-up" education programs
Adult sports

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

Pet-friendly programming
Environmental education programs
Horseback riding
Heritage programs
Golf simulator

Youth environmental stewardship 
programs

Youth fitness and wellness programs
Teen programs
inclusive programming

Interpretive education programs
Camp programs
Preschool programs
Before and after school programs
Geocaching, augmented reality
Archery programs
eSports programs/leagues/tournaments

5.000 10.000 15,000 20.000 25.000 30.000 35,000 
Households

by m/mOer of households wfrh need based on 115^826 households Not Met Partly Met

33.964

30.205

29.771

28.894

27970
27,045

26.362
26,352
26.069

25.929

25.262

24.995
23,472

23.073

21.390
19,850
19,667
17248
16,389

12.075

12.064
11.006
10.702
10.664
10,331
9.619
9.405
8,635
6.901
5.553

M
■mm

by pefcenra^e of re^wndents fexrtudm* "no neetH

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Percent of Respondents

Fully Met Mostly Met ■■Partly Met ■■ Not Met



Which four activities are most Important to your household?

Community events i

Adult fitness and wellness programs ,

Arts and cultural programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Performing arts programs

Adult sports

Stage performances

Pet-friendly programming

Volunteer opportunities

Outdoor fitness programming

Outdoor adventure programs

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

Canoeing/kayaking/stand'Up paddle 
boarding

Golf simulator

Environmental education programs

Outdoor skills/safety courses

Preschool programs

Horseback riding

Youth fitness and wellness programs

Before and after school programs

Teen programs

Archery programs

Mobile or "pop-up” education programs

Camp programs

Heritage programs

Geocaching, augmented reality

Inclusive programming

interpretive education programs

Youth environmental stewardship 
programs

eSports programsAeagues/toumaments

36%

33%
•r.»8 22%
■mm 17%

m

m

m

16%

14%

14%

13%

12%

J0%
10%

10%

9%

8%

8%

7%

7%

6%

6%

5%

5%

5%

3%

3%

3%
2%

2%

2%

1%

0%
0%

by percentage of respofldenf* Kino se/ecredfhe Top Choice
items as one of their top four choices

20% 40%

Percent of Respondents

60%

Parks and Recreation 
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Single-day or multi-day event concepts respondents would most enjoy or are interested in.

Outdoor entertainment

Holiday celebrations

Food/drink events

Fitness and sport

Health and wellness events

Family-focused events

76%

60%

56%

38%

38%

22%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Households

lia

• •

r

I A

i^

A
• m

2nd Choice 13rd Choice

• • 
• •

14th Choice

e



Rate the priority that should be placed on each of the following capital improvement project priorities

• * .
. • .

•
a. ' •

Add shade structures

Add/improve park restrooms

Improve water efficiency of Irrigation 
systems

tmprove/add sustainable landscaping

Improvements to small neighborhood 
parks

Improvements to Indian Bend Wash 
community parks

Park amenities

Improve park and sports lighting

Build new pickl^all courts

Improvements to north Scottsdale 
community parks

Improvements to central Scottsdale 
community parks

Splash pads/spray parks

Signature playgrounds

Add new dog parks/offleash areas

Tot play areas

Improve/add outdoor exercise 
equipment/courses

Very High Priority High Priority

by percentage of respondents (excluding “don't know!

332% 2%

32% 34% 24% 3%

36% 28% 23% -5%

31% 27% -6%

m23% 28% -6%

24% 25% -6%

18% SOU) {S3 -8%29%

24% -9%=21%

I*© KS322% 14% 22%

17,% 18% -13%

HESS4m19% -8%

wm iti^ {M316%

i: MS {0317%

m2>16%

63© {0317%
A

@3© 1S3m 16%

80%20% 40% 60%

Percent of Respondents

I Medium Priority flBI Low Priority

100%

I Very Low Priority

. i.
Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan (SjkSCOtTSDAlE IMPARKS 4 RECSEATION 128

Which three capital improvement project priorities should receive the most emphasis from City leaders
over the next two years?

Add shade structures
Improve water-efficiency of irrigation 
systems
Add/Improve park restrooms

Improve/add sustainable landscaping

Build new pickleball courts

Improvements to Indian Bend Wash 
community parks

improvements to small neighborhood 
parks

Add new dog parks/off leash areas

improve park and sports lighting

Park amenities

Improvements to north Scottsdale 
community parks

improve/add outdoor exercise 
equipment/courses

Improvements to central Scottsdale 
community parks

Splash pads/spray parks

Signature playgrounds

Tot play areas

44%

30%

27%

24%

20%

16%

ms 16%

15%

1^"
12%

9%

|i

9%

8%

8%

7%

II
6%
5%

0% 20%

Percent of Respondents

40%

by percentege of respondents who selected the items esoneof fheir (op MIB Top Choice 2nd Choice
(fiTDO cbofcos

13rd Choice
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Rate the level of support for various improvements

Improve existing parks infrastructure

Improve existing multi-use path system

Improve/add restroom facilities

Improve sustainability and water 
efficiency in irrigation and landscaping

improve existing playgrounds

Develop new multi-use recreation 
facilities

Develop a new park ranger program for ft; 
safety and rule enforcement ™

Improve park and sports field lighting 9v

Improve outdoor sport courts

Improving existing dog parks

Develop an indoor sports fields facility

Improve inclusion services or 
accessibility to programs and facilities

Develop new bike park facility, pump 
track

Develop larger indoor rental venues

3%29%

^51% 28% -3%

30% 23% 4%

50% 22% 23%

28% 33% 8%

22% 38% -8%

8%30%

31% 9%

30%

©S3 M322% 27%

t21% 26%

22% 24%

gm >15% 26%

8% 19%

80%

;-10%

12%

20% 40% 60%
Percent of Respondents

100%

eofr4byp«
(0xcltjdir^ “no neod")

B Very Supportive Somewhat Supportive ■ Not Sure ■ Not Supportive

r JMP,' Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <?kSCOmDAli PARKS S RECREATION 130

Which three improvements are most important to your household?

Improve existing parks infrastructure

Improve existing muUi-use path system

Improve sustainability and water

Improve/add restroom facilities

Develop a new park ranger program for 
safety and rule enforcement

Improve outdoor sport courts

Improve existing playgrounds

Improving existing dog parks

Develop an indoor sports fields facility
Develop new bike park facility, pump
track_____________________________
Develop new multi-use recreation

Improve park and sports field lighting
Improve Inclusion services or 
accessibility to programs and facilities
Develop larger indoor rental venues

!
46%

41%

31%

22%

18%

17%

14%

13%

13%

10%

9%

7%

7%

3%

0% 20%

Percent of Respondents

40%

by percentage of respondents who sefecfed fbe items as one of their top ' Top Choice
thraacbofcas

2nd Choice 13rd Choice
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How do you currently learn about the programs and services that are offered by the City of Scottsdale?

Internet

City's website

bJi 39%

35%

From friends and neighbors

Recreation brochure/program guide

Email blasts/newsletters

Social media

Newspaper

Program fliers/registration forms

Neighborhood/civic newsletters

Television

Recreation center bulletin boards

Schools

Conversations with City staff

31%

28%

27%

m 21%

18%

in 16%

13%

8%

7%

6%

2%

0% 10% 20%

Respondents

30% 40%

By percantaga of respondents (muttiple selections could be made}

Preferred resources for getting information the city of Scottsdale programs and services
Email blasts/newsletters
City's website
internet
Recreation brochure/program guide
Social media
Program filers/registration forms
Newspaper

Neighborhood/civic newsletters
From friends and neighbors
Television
Recreation center bulletin boards
Schools
Conversations with City staff

+
34%

29%
26%

25%

17%

9%

8%

8%

7%

m 4%

2%

1%

1%

0% 20%

Respondents
by perc®nra^eof respondents who selected the items as one of their top two chaces Top Choice 2nd Choice

^?>SC0TTSDAlE ® PARKS & RICREAIION 32

Your gender
By percentege of respondents (excluding “not pro/tded")

# Male
# Female
# Identify in another way

47.0%

52.6%. .

0.4%

Including yourself, how many people in 
your household are...
By percentage of respondents {excluding ‘not provided*)

• Ages 75+
• Ages 65-74
• Ages 55-64 

Ages 45-54
• Ages 35-44
• Ages 18-34

•114%

17%
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Are you or any members of your family of 
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish ancestry?
by percentage of respondents fexctuding 'not providedl

• Yes
• No

•.H-
10%

Which of the categories below best describes your racial/ethnic identity?

Whte

Two or more races/ethnIcities

Asian, Asian Indian, or Pacific Islander

Hispanic

Black or African American

American Indian or Alaskan Native

I identify with another race/ethnicity

Middle Eastern or Arabic
0.0%

by percentage of respondents

PRIORITY INVESTMENT RATING

81.9%

67%

5.2%

2.6%

1.8%

0.8% • •
0.6%

0.4%
25.0% 50.0%

Respondents

75.0%:^
programs.

'314:
s

' ■ ' V.■ V-;- •

The PIR was developed by ETC Institute to provide governments with an objective tool for evaluating the 
priority that should be placed on Parks and Recreation investments. The Priority Investment Rating was 
developed by ETC Institute to identify the facilities and programs residents think should receive the highest 
priority for investment The priority investment rating reflects the importance residents place on items (sum 
of top four choices) and the unmet needs (needs that are only being partly or not met) for each facility/ 
program relative to the facility/program that rated the highest overall. Since decisions related to future 
investments should consider both the level of unmet need and the importance of facilities and programs, the 
PIR weighs each of these components equally.

The PIR reflects the sum of the Unmet Needs Rating and the Importance Rating as shown in the equation 
below:

PIR = UNR + IR
For example, suppose the Unmet Needs Rating for playgrounds is 26.5 (out of 100) and the Importance 
Rating for playgrounds is 52 (out of 100), the Priority Investment Rating for playgrounds would be 78.5 (out 
of 200).

How to analyze the charts:

• High Priority Areas are those with a PIR of at least 100. A rating of 100 or above generally indicates 
there is a relatively high level of unmet need and residents generally think it is important to fund 
improvements in these areas. Improvements in this area are likely to have a positive impact on the 
greatest number of households.

• Medium Priority Areas are those with a PIR of 50-99. A rating in this range generally indicates there 
is a medium to high level of unmet need or a significant percentage of residents generally think It is 
important to fund Improvements in these areas.

• Low Priority Areas are those with a PIR Itelow 50. A rating in this range generally indicates there is a 
relatively low level of unmet need and residents do not think it Is Important to fund improvements in 
these areas. Improvements may be warranted if the needs of very specialized populations are being 
targeted.

The following pages show the Unmet Needs Rating. Importance Ra ing, and Priority Investment Rating for

-----^
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Unmet needs rating for facilities
Conservatories
Communitv eardens
Pickteball courts
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Indoor hard courts
Outdoor exercise eauioment/courses
Park ramadas/pavilions_______________
Rock walls and ropes courses
Nature trails

iBi

Ni

Outdoor performance spaces
Multi-use oaths
Indoor sports fields___________________
Bike parks
Natural areas and greenspaces 
Fishing areas
Recreation/community centers________
Splash pads/spray parks
Outdoor education spaces_____________
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Aauatic/pool facilities
Sand volleyball courts________________
Indoor rental spaces
Playgrounds_________________________
Outdoor basketball courts
Tennis courts
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Archery ranges
Outdoor event rental spaces
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Disc golf courses_____________________
Motocross courses
Accessible playground eauipment
eSports gaming facilities

[y’U

ESI

0.0

100.0
95.3
87.4

87.2

84.2
75.9
73.8
67.2
65.9
65.6
63.0
60.8
60.0
57.7
56.0
54.6
52.8
52.8
47.3
44.8
40.2
37.6
37.6
33.5

-J2.9
31.2
29.6
27.9

.263
25.6
24.8
22.3
22.3
21.6
20.8

20.0 40.0 60.0

Unmet Need Rating

80.0 100.0

7?ie rating for the ffem w;fh the most unmet need-100.
The rating of all other items reflects /he relative amount of unmet need for each item compared to the item with the most unmet need,

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

• Cl!'C-
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Importance rating for facilities

^ PARKS & RECREATION

Nature trails
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Dog parks
Aquatic/pool facilities
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Pickleball courts
Playgrounds
Conservatories
Community gardens___________
Recreation/community centers

Park ramadas/pavilions
Tennis courts
Fishing areas
Splash pads/spray parks______________
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Outdoor performance spaces__________
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields 
Accessible playground equipment
Indoor hard courts
Motocross courses
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Outdoor basketball courts
Indoor sports fields
Archery ranges
Sand volleyball courts_________________
Rock walls and ropes courses
Disc golf courses
Indoor rental spaces__________________
Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor event rental spaces
eSports gaming facilities

736

100.0
98.8

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0

Importance Rating

80.0

The rating for fh© ifem wr/h /he mosf onmef need=100.
The rating of all other items reflects the relative amount of onmef need for each ifem compered fo fhe ifem wrfh fhe mosf unmef need.

77.2
36.6
34.6
33.7
33.7
30.3
29.1
25.6
21.5
19.3
15.4
12.8
12.8
11.0
10.6
10.2

9.6

9.6
9.6
9.1
6.3
6.1
5.7
5.7
5.7
5.7
4.9
4.5
3.7
2.0
0.8
0.8
0.4

100.0
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Top priorities for investment for facilities based on priority investing rating

Nature trails
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Conservatories
Pickleball courts
Community gardens
indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Dog parks
Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Park ramadas/pavilions
Indoor hard courts
Bike parks
Recreation/community centers
Aquatic/pool facilities
Outdoor performance spaces
Rock walls and ropes courses
Pishing areas
Indoor sports fields
Playgrounds
Splash pads/spray parks
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Outdoor education spaces
Sand volleyball courts
Tennis courts
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Outdoor basketball courts
Indoor rental spaces
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Archery ranges
Accessible plaground equipment _____
Motocross courses
Outdoor event rental spaces
Disc golf courses
Esports gaming facilities

High Priority 
(100+)

Medium Priority 
(51-99)

Low Priority 
(0-50)

0 50 100

Priority

150 200

166
159
132
129
121
121
118
100

97

83
83
82
75
74
72
71
70
66
63
63
58
46
46
42
42
39
37
36
34
32
31
28
26
26
21

f Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan ^SCOTTSDALE PARKS l RECREATION 133

Need for recreation programs

Community events

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Arts and cultural programs

Performing arts programs

Stage performances

Adult sports

Volunteer opportunities

Environmental education programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Outdoor skills/safety courses

Pet-friendly programming

Outdoor adventure programs
Outdoor fitness programming

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boarding

Mobile or "pop-up" education programs
Heritage programs
Horseback riding
Youth fitness and wellness programs
Golf simulator

Inclusive programming
Youth environmental stewardship 
programs
Interpretive education programs

Camp programs

Teen programs
Before and after school programs

Preschool programs

Geocaching, augmented reality
Archery programs

Esports programs/leagues/tournaments

67%

50%

49%

47%

44%

43%

39%

38%

38%

34%

34%

34%

33%

30%

27%

26%

24%

22%
19%
18%

18%

17%

17%

16%

16%

15%
14%

11%
10%
9%

0% 25%

Respondents
50%

by p0rc0ntag9 of rMpondents who indicdted need
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Unmet needs rating for facUities

m

ri

*!■

Community events
Outdoor skiUs/safety courses___________SBaSBKl
Outdoor adventure programs___________
Arts and cultural programs ^
Outdoor fitness programming__________ I
Adult fitness and wellness programs
Stage performances___________________ j
Performing arts programs
Older adult and fitness programs_______
Volunteer opportunities
Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boarding
Mobile or *'pop-up" education programs j
Adult sports
Older adult trips/other targeted older \ 
adult programs j
Pet-friendly programmin
Environmental education programs
Horseback riding
Heritage programs
Golf simulator
Youth environmental stewardship 
programs
Youth fitness and wellness programs
Teen programs ___ ___________ _
Inclusive programmin
interpretive education programs_______ j
Camp programs ______ _,
Presc hool programs
Before and after school prmams
Geocaching, augmented real!
Archery programs_____________________ j
eSports programs/leagues/toumaments ;

■
100.0
88.9
87.7
85.1
82.4
79.6
77.6
77.6
763
76.3

74.4

73.6
69.1

67.9

63.0
58.4

m 57.9
50.8
48.3

PV'

35.6

35.5
32.4
31.5
31.4
30.4
28.3
27.7

LitJ 25.4
20.3
16.3

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0
Unmet Need Rating

60.0 100.0

The rating for rhe item with the most unmet need-100.
The rating of att other items rejects the retetive amount of unmet need for each item compared to the item with the most unmet need.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan
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importance rating for programs
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Community events_________________
Adult fitness and wellness programs
Arts and cultural programs_________
Older adult and fitness programs 
Performing arts programs
Adult sports
Stage performances_______________
Pet-friendly programming
Volunteer opportunities
Outdoor fitness programming__________
Outdoor adventure programs

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boarding
Golf simulator
Environmental education programs
Outdoor skitls/safetv courses
Preschool programs
Horseback riding_____________________
Youth fitness and wellness programs
Before and after school programs
Teen programs
Archery programs____________________
Mobile or "pop<up" education programs
Camp programs______________________
Heritage programs
Geocaching, augmented realit 
inclusive programming
Interpretive education programs________

Youth environmental stewardship 
programs
eSports programs/leagues/toumaments

100.0
89.5
61.2
47.9
44.1
38.8
38.6
34.4
33.3
28.7
27.5

26.4

24.8

21.2
20.9
18.7
18.7
16.3
16.0
14.9
14.6
12.7 
9^
8.3
7.7

__6^
4A
4.4

m 33

1.1
0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0

Importance Rating

80.0 100.0

The retro; for the item w/th the most unmet need-100.
The ratin; of eft other items reflects the retafive amount of unmet need for each item compared to the item wrth the most unmet need.
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Hij^h Priority 
(lOOt)

Top priorities for investment for programs based on priority investing rating

Community events
Adult fitness and wellness programs

Arts and cultural programs
Older adult and fitness programs

Performing arts programs

Stage performances
Outdoor fitness programming

Outdoor adventure programs —.
Volunteer opportunities

Adult sports

Outdoor skills/safety courses
Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boardins
Pet-friendly programming
Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs_______________________
Mobile or ^pop-up education programs -... .......................... M
Environmental education pro^ams
Horseback riding
Golf simulator
Heritage programs
Youth fitness and wellness programs .
Preschool programs
Teen programs
Before and after school programs
Youth environmental stewardship 
programs
Camp programs
Inclusive programming
interpretive education programs
Archery programs _ _____________
Geocaching, augmented reality
eSports programsAeague/tournaments

Medium Priority 
(5t-99)

Low Priority 
(0-50)

• * *. .
:v-a

i
-iI

200

169

146
125

122
116

115

111

110

108

108

99

97

94

83
79
74
70
59
52
47
47
43

39

39
36
36
33
32
18

• •
• •

t

m

50 100 • 150

Priority
200

•
• m 
s •

• • 
• •
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90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

742

Use of recreation facilities/programs

Have visited facilities in 
the past year

76%

41%

Have visited programs in 
the last year
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Barriers

i don’t know what is offered

We are too busy

We are not interested

Too far from home

Not aware of park or facility locations

Use other City, State, private, or HOA 
facilities

Program times are not convenient

Fees are too high/lack of financial 
assistance
Facility equipment doesn't meet my 
needs

Use programs of other agencies

tasE

Program not offered

Classes are full

Lack of transportation

Registration is difficult

Parking issues

Lack of quality programs

0% 15% 30% 45%

by % of respondents

60%

61%
33%
25%
28%
25%
15%
24%
12%
19%
13%
19%

Jl%
10%
16%
9%

13%
8%
9%
8%
9%
5%

16%
5%
5%
2%
3%
2%
3%
1%
7%
1%

9%

• ♦ •

I Scottsdale (2023) B National Average

^9^1.'
Parks and Recreation 
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Sources used for informatiori about Parks and Recreation

City’s website

Friends and neighbors

Recreation brochure/program guide

Email blasts/newsletters

35%
34%
31%
45%

Social media

28%
40%
27%
17%
21%
25%

Newspaper

Schools

18%
30%

6%
12%

0% 15% 30%

by % of respondents

B Scottsdale (2023)

45%

I National Average

' -k.

I
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Respondents with need for facilities and amenities

Natural areas and greenspaces

Nature centers/environmental learning 
centers

Recreation/community centers

Playgrounds

85%
50%
57%
47%
51%
31%
48%
38%

Dog parks

Indoor fitness/exercise facilities

Community gardens

Indoor aquatic/swimming facilities

Outdoor aquatic/swimming facilities

Pickleball courts

Outdoor performance spaces

Outdoor basketball courts

Multi-purpose soccer fields

Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields

Fishing areas

ai

47%
28%
47%
27%
46%
29%
42%
37%
42%
37%

T
39%
12%
37%
29%
34%
20%
34%
19%

Tenn s courts

33%
17%

32%
31%
32%
20%

Indoor hard courts

Splash pads/spray parks

Indoor sports fields

Disc golf courses

32%
20%
29%
25%
25%
15%
19%
13%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

by % of respondents

I Scottsdale (2023) I National Average

Community events

Parks and Recreation 
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Respondents with need for facilities and amenities

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Arts and cultural programs

Adult arts, dance, performing arts

Youth art, dance, performing arts

Adult sports

Environmental education programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Youth fitness and wellness programs

Golf simulator

• • 
• •

Teen programs

Before and after school programs

Preschool programs

Esports programs/leagues/tournaments ~

• • . •

67%
37%
50%
46%
49%
27%
47%
22%
47%
16%
43%
22%
38%
29%
38%
27%
19%
17%
18%
16%
16%
14%
15%
15%
4%
2%
9%
6%

• • • • •
• •• • • •

• • •

• •• •

• • •
• • •

• •
• •

15% 30% 45%

by % of respondents

■ Scottsdale (2023)

60%

I National Average

e
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Q1. Including yourself, how many people in your household are...

Number

Under age 5
Ages 5-9

• ♦

- •'
. • 
' •

• ..
» • «

Mean Sum

2.38 1.230

0.11 59

0.07 36

0.12 63

0.13 69

0.13 68

0.19 100

0.28 144

0.26 134

0.42 219

0.41 2 3
0.21 08

0.03 7

Ages 10-14

Ages 15-19

Ages 20-24

Ages 25-34

Ages 35-44

Ages 45-54

Ages 55-64

Ages 65-74

Ages 75-84

Ages

Q2. During a typical year, do you or any members of your household visit any City of 
Scottsdale Parks and Recreation facilities?

. • • *PercentNumber • • • • • •
465 89.8% • •• •
53 10.2 • • • •

Tota 518 100.0%

• • •

• • •
• • •

• •
• e

• •
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Q2a. Please rate the quality of each of the Parks and Recreation facilities you or the 
members of your household have visited over the past year.

Have not 
visited

Q2a-1. Adaptive Services Center

Excellent Good Far Poor

8.4% 1.1% oxm 87.3%

,02%183% 43% 63.0%

2^4% 23.7% 43% 03% 48.8%

Q2a-2. Aquatic centers/pools (Eldorado. 
Chaparral. Cactus, McDowell Mountain Ranch)
Q2a-3. Central Scottsdale community parks 
(Mountain View, Scottsdale Ranch, and Cactus)
Q2a-4. Community centers (Eldorado. Chaparral, 
Mountain View, Horizon)

Q2a-5. Disc golf course at Vista del Camino

Q2a-6. Dog parks/off-leash areas

Q2a-7. Fitness centers (Club SAR. aquatic fitness)

Q2a-8. Indian Bend Wash community pailcs 
(Chaparral, Camelback, Indian School, 
Eldorado, and Vista del Camino)

Q2a-9. McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park

Q2a-10. Multi-use paths

Q2a-11. North Scottsdale community parks 
(Horizon. McDowell Mountain Ranch, 
Thompson Peak, George "Doc" CavalUere)

Q2a-12. Playgrounds

Q2a-13. Scottsdale Civic Center

Q2a-14. Scottsdale Stadium

Q2a-15. Skate parks

Q2a-16. Small neighborhood parks

Q2a-17. Splash pads

Q2a-18. Sport courts (basketball, pickleball, 
tennis, volleyball)
Q2a-19. Sports complexes 
(Indian School Park Baseball, 
Scottsdale Sports, Bell94)
Q2a-20. Sports fields 
(baseball, softball, soccer)
Q2a-21. Tennis centers 
(Indian School. Scottsdale Ranch)

T4.2%

10.5% 14.6% 43% 03% 69.7%

0.4%|3.4% 43% 1.3% 90.5%

13% I13.8% 18.1% 8.6% 58.1%

i3%i6.9% 9.2% 3.2% 78.7%

I24.9% 06%273% 7.1% 40.0%

44.7% 19.1% 3.0% 03% 32.9%

i;5%^40.9% 355% 6.7% 15.5%

28.6% I 209% 4.1% 46.0%

18.7% 17.6% 5.2% 57.6%

^ 29.5% g_2^

• 14.4% m 133%

43% 41.5%

2.2% 69.5%

3.7% 6.9% 1.7% v09% 87.7%
1.5% t22.2% 29.0% 10.5% 36.8%

0A%%6.9% 11.4% 6.0% 75.3%

133% 174% 9.5% 23% 56.6%

7.5% 8.8% 38% 80.6%

113% m 14.0% a2% 64.7%

7:1% 2.8% 8 .3%

Poorar Have not visited
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Excellent Good Fair Poor

Q2d-1. Adaptive Services Center

Q2a-2, Aquatic centers/pools lEldorado, Chaparral, Cactus, 
McDowell Mountain Ranch)

Q2a-3. Central Scottsdale community parks (Mountain View, 
Scottsdale Ranch, and Cactus)

Q2a-4. Community centers (Eldorado, Chapanrat, Mountain View. 
Horizon)

Q2a-5. Disc golf course at Vista del Camino

Q2a-6. Dog parks/off*leash areas

Q2a-7. Fitness centers (Club SAR, aquatic fitness)

Q2a-8. indian Bend Wash community parks (Chaparral, 
Camelback, Indian School, Eldorado, and Vista del Camino)

Q2a-9. McCormick'Stillman Railroad Park

Q2a‘10. Multi-use paths

Q2a-11. North Scottsdale community parks (Horizon, McDowell 
Mountain Ranch, Thompson Peak. George "Doc" Cavalliere)

Q2a-12. Playgrounds

Q2a-13. Scottsdale Civic Center

Q2a-14. Scottsdale Stadium

Q2a-15. Skate parks

Q2a-16. Small neighborhood parks

Q2a-17. Splash pads

Q2a-18. Sport courts (basketball, pickleball, tennis, volleyball)

Q2a-19. Sports complexes (Indian School Park Baseball, 
Scottsdale Sports. Betl94)

Q2a>20. Sports fields (baseball, softball, soccer)

Q2a-21. Tennis centers (Indian School. Scottsdale Ranch)

38.4%

43.7%

66.1%

.-i
32.3%

8.5%

49.4% 11.6% 0;6%

0X1%

46.2%

48.2%

9.7% 0.4%

14.2% ^8% .

45.5% 13.6% 4.5%

43.1% 205%

434% 15.2%

41.6% g 45.5% 11.8% 1.1%
'4

36%

9.1%

66.7%^ I 
48:3% I
53.0%

28.5% 4.5% 0.3%

430% 79% 19%

38.6% 7.6% 09%

44.2% P
50.4^% I 

29.8%

459%35.0% ^
279%^ I- 4W%

31.7% I

389%

41.6% 12.2% 2.0%

40.4% 7.4%

437% 7.0%

56.1% 14.0%

1.8%

31%

0.0%

16.7% 2.4%

24.3%

40.1%

45.6%

21.8%

1.7%

6.4%

14.4% 1.1%

39.6%

379%

23.2%

14.9%

37%

0.0%

Good Fair Poor

IT
Q2a. Ptease rate the quality of each of the Parks and Recreation facilities you or the 
members of your household have visited over the past year, (without “have not visited")

Parks and Recreation 
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Q2b. How often do you typically visit the Parks and Recreation facilities listed 
in question 2a?

Number Percent

Daily 74

Weekly

Monthly

A few times per year

Not provided

165

16.0%

35.6%

76 16.4%

103

45

22.2%

9.7%

Totid 463 100.0%

Q2b. How often do you typically visit the Parks and Recreation facilities listed in Question 
2a? (without "not provided")

Number Percent

Daily 74

Weekly

Monthly

A few times per year

165

76

103

177%

39.5%

18.2%

r Total 418

24.6%

100.0%

El

i. a..

i

■ - r •
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Q2c. If your household does NOT visit any City of^cottsdale Parks and Recreation facilities 
in a typical year, please CHECK ALL of the following reasons why you do NOT visit.

2!^
Pai'fcs and Recrei 

I * Master Plan €>lSCOTTSDAIi ^ PARKS 4 RECREATION

fe>.: - Wi
■i

Number Percent

Use other City, State, private, or HOA facilities

Not aware of park or facility locations

Too tar from home

Lack of features we want to use 
Other

10

10

9

18.9%

16.9%

17.0%

-

Facility equipment doesn't meet my needs

Do not feel safe using parks/faciUties_______

Fees are too high/lack of financial assistance 
Pandemic-related concerns 
Lack of restrooms

Q2c- For those who answered Other in Q2c above, the following were given as reasons.

Number Percent

One member of household not in good health

fust haven t had the opportunity to utilize the services

No reason to go 16.7%

Need a dog park 16.7%

Lack of small dog park 16.7%

Outdoor markets 6.7%

Total too.0%

^5^

• • *. • •
• •

• •

• . .

f w ■ ^ p ':IS.;#-

• • •
'■» •

ML- •// 
**'•*

If
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Number Percent

211

307

40.7%

59.3%

Total 518 100U)%

Mwt:IijJjIi

• •

• •

• •

. •■:i'

Q3. During a typical year, do you or any members of your household participate in any 
Parks and Recreation programs or events offered and/or hosted by the City of Scottsdale?

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <5^SC0nSDAli # PARKS S RECREATION 154

Number Percent

186

23
60.6%

7.5%

5 1.6%

3 1.0%

53 17.3%

20 6.5%

Q3a. If your household does NOT participate in any City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation 
programs or events during a typical year, please CHECK ALL of the following reasons why 
you have NOT participated.

I don't know what is offered

Use programs of other agencies

Lack of quality instructors

Lack of quality programs

Prefer individual activities

Too far from home

Program times are not convenient

Classes are full

Safety concerns

Fees are too high/lack of financial assistance

Do not feel welcomed/accommodated

Program not offered

Registration is difficult

Lack of transportation

Too busy/not interested

Language/cultural/age barriers

Parking issues

31 10.1%

15 4.9%
7 2.3%
11 3.6%
5 1.6%

15 4.9%

5 1.6%

5 1.6%

77 25.1%

3
3r

1.0%

1.0%

Total 467 100.0%

• •

^ a * . . * * Number of Number of Average Number Number Of Cases Response
a ^ ^ ^ • Cases Responses of Responses With At Least Percent

• a a a Pst Case One Response
' a • •

Average Number Number Of Cases 
of Responses With At Least

Per Case One Response
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Q4. Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Strongly
Agree

Q4-1. Are age-friendly and accessible to all 
age groups
Q4-2. Help to attract new residents and 
businesses
Q4-3. Help to attract tourists and seasonal 
visitors
Q4'4. Help to reduce crime in my 
neighborhood and keep kids out of trouble
Q4-5. Improve my (my household's) mental 
health and reduces stress
Q4-6. Improve my (my household's) physical 
health and fitness
Q4'7. Other childhood education 
opportunities to develop the whole child
Q4-8. Positively impact economic/business 
development
Q4-9. Preserve open space and protect the 
environment
Q4-10. Provide access to greenspace and 
nature, or playgrounds

Q4-11. Provide access to transportation (e.g., 
sidewalks, bikeways, multi-use paths, public 
transit)

Q4-12. Provide Information and assistance in 
navigating resources and social services
Q4-13. Provide Jobs/professional 
development for youth
Q4-14. Provide positive social Interactions for 
me (my household/family)

Agree Neutral Disagree

33.4% 1.2%40.9% 12.4% 0.6% 11.6%

24.9% 35.5% 18.7% 2.9% 0.0% 18.0%

26.3% 32.6% 21.2% 2.5% 1.4% 16.0%

15.4% 25.7% 26.8% 5.8% .2% 25.1%

32.4% 39.8% 2.0% 2.9% 0.8% 12.2%

36.7% 40.3% 11.2% .5% 0.6% 9.7%

12.7% 20.5% 14.7% 1.7% 0.8% 49.6%

22.4% 34.2% 15.1% 1.9% 0.4% 26.1%

42.3% 37.3% a7% 2.7% 0.8% 83%

47.9% 37.1% 6.0% 1.0% 0.8% 7.3%

34.7% 36.1% 12.5% 3.1% 0.4% 13.1%

11.4% 20.7% 21.2% 4.1% 1.4% 41.3%

8.3% 22.2% 16.0% 3.1% 08% 49.6%

26.8% 37.6% 16.8% 3.7% 1.0% 14.1%

%

Parks and Recreation 
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Q4. Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements, 
(without "don’t know")

ii 'Si-

37.8% 46.3% 14.0% 1.3% 0.7%

30.4% 43.3% 228% 3.5% 0.0%

31.3% 38.9% 25.3% 3.0% 1.6%

20.6% 34.3% 35.8% 7.7% 1.5%

45.3% 13.6% 3.3%36.9% 0.9%

40.6% 44.7% 12.4% 1.7% 0.6%

25.3% 40.6% 29.1% 3.4% 1.5%

30.3% 46.2% 20.4% Z6% 0.5%

46.1% 40.6% 9.5% 2.9% 0.8%

5 .7% 40.0% 6.5% 1.0% 0.8%

40.0% 41.6% 14.4% 3.6% 0.4%

19.4% 35.2% 36.2% 6.9% 2.3%

Q4-13. Provide jobs/professional development for 
youth 16.5% 44.1% 318% 6.1% 1.5%

Q4-14. Provide positive social Interactions for me (my 
household/famiM 31.2% 43.8% 19.6% 48% 1. %

/•
e’.m ft

r.at. •-.r
rtJM'J

4 •immm

Q4-1. Are age-frierKlly and accessible to all age groups

Q4-2. Help to attract new residents and businesses

Q4-3. Help to attract tourists and seasonal visitors

Q4-4. Help to reduce crime in my neighborhood and 
keep kids out of trouble
Q4-5. improve my (my household's) mental health and 
reduces stress
Q4-6. Improve my (my household's) physical health 
and fitness
Q4-7. Other childhood education opportunities to 
develop the whole child
Q4'8. Positively impact economic/business 
development
Q4-9. Preserve open space and protect the 
environment
Q4-10. Provide access to greenspace and nature, or 
playgrounds

Q4-t1. Provide access to transportation (e.g., 
sidewalks, bikeways, multi-use paths, public transit)

Q4-12. Provide information and assistance In 
navigating resources and social services
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^ Q5. Please rate your level of satisfaction with the overall value that your household 
^ receives from the City of Scottsdale parks, facilities, programs and services.

Number Percent

Very satisfied

Satisfied________

Neutral_______
Dissatisfied 
Very dissatisfied 
Don’t know

^ Q5. Please rate your level of satisfaction with the overall value that your household 
Wk receives from the City of Scottsdale parks, facilities, programs and services, 

(without “don’t know")
......................... ... . , . - • ~ MyteSai

158

* " :■ .If• •

m

ft

I•■5^’

I.asti-' “■

Number Percent ---r

34.7%180 • • • • •
209 40.3% • •
8 15.6%

• . • . • • . ■. • M
21 4.1%

Very dissatisfied 3 0.6%

494 100X>% • • •
• • •

•'• • •
• • • ■0:• • • •

• •
. * ./ . * *. . * . . * V

r'-

*s

Very satisfied

Satisfied

Neutral

Dissatisfied

£
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Q6>1. Accessible playground equipment and other 
amenities for those with disabilities
Q6-2. Aquatic/pool facilities
Q6-3. Archery ranges
Q6-4. Bike parks (pump/skilts tracks)
Q6-5. Community gardens
Q6-6. Conservatories (e.g., botanical gardens, plant 
libraries, etc.)
Q6‘7. Disc golf courses
Q6-8. Dog parks
Q6-9. eSports gaming facilities
Q6*10. Fishing areas
Q6‘11. Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Q6-12. indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Q6-13. Indoor rental spaces
Q6-t4. Indoor sports fields _____ ______
Q6-15. Indoor hard courts (volleyball, basketball, etc.)
Q6-16. Motocross courses
Q6-17. Multi-purpose basebatl/softball fields
06-18. Multi-purpose soccer fields
06-19. Multi-use paths
06-20. Natural areas and greenspaces
06-21. Nature centers/environmental learning centers
Q6-22. Nature trails (walking, running, etc.)
06-23. Outdoor basketball courts
Q6-24. Outdoor education spaces
06-25. Outdoor event rental spaces
06-26. Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
06-27. Outdoor performance spaces
06-28. Park ramadas/pavilions
06-29. Pickleball courts
06-30. Playgrounds
06-31. Recreation/community centers
06-32. Rock walls and ropes courses
06-33. Sand volleyball courts
06-34. Splash pads/spray parks
06-35. Tennis courts

Fully
Met

8.7%

16.0%

2.1%
12.4%
9.7%

17.2%

6.0%
15.4%
2.9%
11.2%
8.7%
11.2%
4.6%
3.3%
4.4%
1.9%

14.5%
15.3%
37.6%
37.5%
16.6%
40.3%
13.3%
7.1%
8.9%
8.9%
11.6%
20.8%
8.9%
18.0%
16.0%
2.3%
10.0%
7.9%

143%

Mostly
Met

9.3%

16.8%
1.9%
16.2%
13.1%

18.3%

7.1%
16.6%
27%
8.1%

13.9%
15.3%
8.5%
7.9%
8.9%
1.9%

12.5%
12.0%
31.5%
34.4%
19.7%
30.3%
13.3%
9.1%

10.4%
13.1%
11.0%
25.3%
8.9%
21.6%
22.0%
3.9%
10.8%
9.5%
10.6%

Partly
Mot

3.7%

6.9%

Not
Met

1.5%

2.9%
21%
3.5%

7.9% 5.6%
8.3% 14.7%

11.8%

3.9%

124%

1.5%
10.2% 5.0%
1.^
7.9%

3.1%
4.8%

6.8%
12.0%
5.2%
4.4%

29%
8.3%
2.9%
9.5%

8.3% 10.0%
0.4% 5.0%
4.4% 1.5%
5.2% 1.5%
11.4% 3.1%
10.4% 27%
12.5% 8.5%
12.7% 3.1%
6.4% 1.2%
7.3% 3.5%
5.0% 1.2%
11.2% 6.6%
10.4% 4.2%
12.9% 3.3%
9.1% 12.0%
6.4% 1.5%
9.8% 2.9%
6.6% 9.3%
6.0% 3.1%
7.5%
5.0%

3.9%
21%

Need

76.8%

58.1%
89.6%
57.9%
54.2%

40.3%

815%
52.7%
89.4%
68.0%
67.8%
53.3%
78.8%
74.9%
66.3%
90.7%
67.0%
66.0%
16.4%
15.1%
42.7%
13.5%
65.8%
73.0%
74.5%
60.2%
62.7%
37.6%
61.2%
52.5%
49.2%
78.0%
70.1%
71.2%
68.0%

Parks and Recreation 
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Q6. Please indicate how well your needs are being met for each of the activities listed 
below on a scale of 4 to 1, where 4 means your needs are “Fully Met,” and 1 means your 
needs are “Not Met” at all.

60

Q6. Please indicate how well your needs are being met for each of the activities listed 
below on a scale of 4 to 1. where 4 means your needs are “Fully Met,” and 1 means your 
needs are “Not Met” at all. (without “no need”)

Q6-1. Accessible playground equipment and other amenities for 
those with disabilities
Q6-2. Aquatic/pool facilities
Q6-3. Archery ranges
Q6-4. Bike parks (pump/skilts tracks)
Q6-5. Community gardens
Q6-6. Conservatories (e.g., botanical gardens, plant libraries, etc.)
Q6-7. Disc golf courses
Q6-8. Dog parks
Q6-9. eSports gaming facilities
Q6-10. Fishing areas
Q6-11. Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Q6-12. Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Q6-13. indoor rental spaces
Q6-14. Indoor sports fields
Q6-15. Indoor hard courts (voUeyball, baskeU>alt, etc.)
Q6-16. Motocross courses
Q6-17. Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Q6-18. Multi-purpose soccer fields
Q6-19. Multi-use paths
Q6-20. Natural areas and greenspaces
Q6-21. Nature centers/environmental learning centers
Q6-22. Nature trails (walking, running, etc.)
Q6-23. Outdoor basketball courts
Q6-24. Outdoor education spaces
Q6-25. Outdoor event rental spaces
Q6-26. Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Q6-27. Outdoor performance spaces
Q6-28. Park ramadas/pavilions
Q6-29. Pickleball courts
Q6-30. Playgrounds
Q6-31. Recreation/community centers
Q6-32. Rock walls and ropes courses
Q6-33. Sand volleyball courts
Q6-34. Splash pads/spray parks
Q6-35. Tennis courts

Fully
Met

8.7%

16.0%
21%

9.7%
17.2%
6.0%
15.4%
2.9%
11.2%
8.7%
11.2%
4.6^
3.3%
4.4%
1.9%

14.5%
15.3%

37.5%
16.6%

13.3%
7.1%
8.9%
8.9%
11.6%
20.8%
8.9%
18.0%

2.3%
10.0%
7.9%

14.3%

Mostly
Met

9.3%

16.8%

Partly Not
Met Met

3.7%

6.9%

1.9% 29%
12.4% 16.2% 7.9%

13.1% 8.3%
18.3% 11.8%
7.1% 3.9%

16.6% 10.2%
27% 1.9%
6.1% 7.9%
13.9% 6.8%

J5.3%_
8.5%
7.9%

120%
5.2%
4.4%

8.9% 8.3%
1.9% 0.4%

12.5% 4.4%
12.0% 5.2%

37.6% 31.5% 11.4%
34.4% 10.4%
19.7% 12.5%

40.3% 30.3% 127%
13.3% 6.4%
9.1% 7.3%
10.4% 5.0%
13.1% n.2%
11.0% 10.4%
25.3% 12.9%
8.9% 9.1%
21.6% 6.4%

16.0% 22.0% 9.8%
3.9% 6.6%
10.8% 6.0%
9.5%
10.6%

7.5%
5.0%

1.5%

21%
3.5%
5.6%
14.7%
12.4%
1.5%
5.0%
3.1%
4.8%
29%
8.3%
29%
9.5%
10.0%
5.0%
1.5%
1.5%
3.1%
2.7%
8.5%
3.1%
1.2%
3.5%
1.2%
6.6%
4.2%
3.3%
12.0%
1.5%
2.9%
9.3%
3.1%
3.9%
2.1%
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Top Choice I

Accessible playground equipment and other amenities for those with I 
disabilities I
Aquatic/pool facilities
Archery ranges
Bike parks (pump/skitls tracks)
Community gardens
Conservatories (e.g., botanical gardens, plant libraries, etc.)
Disc golf courses
Dog parks
Fishing areas
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Indoor rental spaces
Indoor sports fields
Indoor hard courts (volleyball, basketball, etc.)
Motocross courses
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Nature centersfenvironmental learning centers
Nature trails (walking, running, etc.)
Outdoor basketball courts
Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Outdoor performance spaces
Park ramadas/pavillons
PIckleball courts

Playgrounds
Recreation/community centers
Rock walls and ropes courses

Sand volleyball courts
Splash pads/spray parks
Tennis courts
None chosenr Total

Number

29
3

20
16
12
4
37
6
3
19

1
1
1
5
6
4
81
42

1
61
1
1

2
1
2

36
29
12
1
1
2
18
46

518

Percent

^3%

5.6%
0.6%

3^%
3.1%
Z3%
0.8%
7.1%
1.2%
0.6%
3.7%
0.2%
0.2%
0.2%
1.0%
1.2%
0.8%
15.6%
8.1%
0.2%
11.8%
0.2%
0.2%
0.4%
0.2%
0.4%
7.3%
5.6%

2.3%
0.2%
0.2%
0.4%
3.5%
8.9%

100.0%

Parks and Recreation 
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Q7. Whicli FOUR activities from the list in question 6 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

162

Number Percent

r

5

17

3
11
14
17
19
10
2

26

1
5
3
5
6
8
81
66
5

82
4
4
3
5
18
13
8
3
3

9
5

57
18
46

Total 518

1.0%

3.3%
0.6%
2.1%
2.7%
3.3%
3.7%
1.9%
0.4%
5.0%
0.2%
1.0%
0.6%
1.0%

Q7. Which FOUR activities from the list in question 6 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

2nd Choice

Accessible playground equipment and other amenities for those with 
disabilities
Aquatic/pool facilities
Archery ranges
Bike parks (pump/skills tracks)
Community gardens
Conservatories (e.g., botanical gardens, plant libraries, etc.)
Disc golf courses
Dog parks
Fishing areas
Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Indoor rental spaces
Indoor sports fields
Indoor hard courts (volleyball, basketball, etc.)
Motocross courses
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Nature centers/environmental learning centers
Nature trails (walking, running, etc.)
Outdoor basketball courts
Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Outdoor performance spaces____________________________________

Park ramadas/pavllions
Pickleball courts

Playgrounds
Recreation/community centers
Rock walls and ropes courses
Sand volleyball courts
Splash pads/spray parks
Tennis courts
None chosen

1.2%
1.5%

15.6%
12.7%
1.0%

15.8%
0.8%
0.8%
0.6%

1.0%
3.5%
2.5%
1.5%

0.6%

0.6%
1.7%
1.0%
11.0%
3.5%
8.9%

100.0%
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Number Percent

2

27
5
14
14
29

1
20
8
3

22
1
5
3

8
9

44
47
12
61
7
1
1
6
13
13
19
16
16
3
2
6
6

72r Total 518

0.4%

5.2%
1.0%
2.7%

2.7%
5.6%

0.2%
3.9%
1.5%
0.6%

4.2%
0.2%
1.0%
0.6%

Q7. Which FOUR activities from the list in question 6 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

Srd Choice

Accessible playground equipment and other amenities for those with 
disabilities
Aquatic/pool facilities
Archery ranges
Bike parks Ipump/skills tracks)
Community gardens
Conservatories (e.g.. botanical gardens, plant libraries, etc,)
Disc goif courses
Dog parks
Fishing areas
indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces

Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Indoor rental spaces
Indoor sports fields
Indoor hard courts (volleyball, basketball, etc,)
Motocross courses
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Nature centers/environmental learning centers
Nature traits (walking, running, etc,)
Outdoor basketball courts
Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor event rental spaces
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Outdoor performance spaces

Park ramadas/pavilions
Pickleball courts
Playgrounds
fiecreation/community centers

Rock walls and ropes courses
Sand volleyball courts
Splash pads/spray parks
Tennis courts
None chosen

0.4%
1.5%
1.7%
8.5%
9.1%
2.3%
11.8%
1.4%
0.2%
0.2%
1.2%
2.5%
2.5%
3.7%
3.1%
3.1 %
0.6%

0.4%
1.2%
1.2%

13.9%

100.0%

764

Number Percertt

L

4

15
3
4
21
16
4
17

1
9
6

19
2
3
9
3
4
6

46
42
6
51
2
1

12
9
19

11
19
19
4

6
11

3
111

ToUA 518

0.8%

2.9%
0.6%

0.8%
4.1%
3.1%
0.8%
3.3%
0.2%
1.7%
1.2%
3.7%
0.4%
0.6%

1.7%

Q7. Which FOUR activities from the list in question 6 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

4th Choice

Accessible playground equipment and other amenities for those with 
disabilities
Aquatic/pool facilities
Archery ranges
Bike parks (pump/skills tracks)
Community gardens
Conservatories (e.g.. botanical gardens, plant libraries, etc.)
Disc golf courses
Dog parks
eSports gaming facilities
Fishing areas

Indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Indoor rental spaces
Indoor sports fields
Indoor hard courts (volleyball, basketball, etc.)
Motocross courses
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Nature centers/environmental learning centers
Nature trails (walking, running, etc.)
Outdoor basketball courts
Outdoor event rental spaces

Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Outdoor performance spaces
Park ramadas/pavilions
Pickleball courts
Playgrounds
Recreation/community centers
Rock walls and ropes courses
Sand volleyball courts
Splash pads/spray parks
Tennis courts
None chosen

0.6%

08%
1.2%
8.9%
8.1%
1.2%
9.8%
0.4%
0.2%
2.3%
1.7%
3.7%

^1%
3.7%

3.7%
0.8%
1.2%
2.1%
0.6%
21.4%

100.0%
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Number Percent

23

88
14
49
65
74
9

93
1

33
14_
86
5
14
16
15
24
27

252
197
24

255
14_
2
2

24
26
39
86
77
55
11
12
28
32
46r Total 1,832

4.4%

17.0%
2.7%
9.5%
12.5%
143%
1.7%

18.0%
0.2%
6.4%
2.7%
16.6%
1,0%
2.7%
3.1%

Q7. Which FOUR activities from the list in Question 6 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household? (top 4)

Sum of Top 4 Choices

Accessible playground equipment and other amenities for those with 
disabilities
Aquatic/pool facilities
Archery ranges
Bike parks (pump/skills tracks)
Community gardens
Conservatories {e.g., botanical gardens, plant libraries, etc,)
Disc golf courses
Dog parks
eSports gaming facilities
Fishing areas _________ ____________
indoor classrooms/meeting room spaces
Indoor fitness/exercise facilities
Indoor rental spaces
Indoor sports fields
Indoor hard courts {volleyball, basketball, etc.)
Motocross courses
Multi-purpose baseball/softball fields
Multi-purpose soccer fields
Multi-use paths
Natural areas and greenspaces
Nature centers/environmental learning centers
Nature trails (walking, running, etc.)
Outdoor basketball courts
Outdoor education spaces
Outdoor event rental spaces
Outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Outdoor performance spaces
Park ramadas/pavilions
Pickleball courts
Playgrounds ___ ____  ____
Recreation/community centers
Rock walls and ropes courses
Sand volleyball courts
Splash pads/spray parks
Tennis courts
None chosen

2.9%
4.6%
5.2%

48.6%
38.0%
4.6%

49.2%
2.7%
0.4%
0.4%
4.6%
5.0 %_ 
73%
16.6%
14.9%
10.6%
2.1%

^Parks and Recrea 
Master Plan <5»^C0nSDAlE if* PARKS iRtCREATION 166

2.3%
5.4%
6.2%
8.9%

100.0%

518

Number of 
Cases

1832 518

Number of Average Number Number Of Cases
Responses of Responses With At Least

Per Case One Response

II
■."'J

t I
i

' a

___:

i:
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Q8*1. Adult fitness and wellness programs
Q8-2. Adult sports
Q8-3. Archery programs (indoor and outdoor)
Q8-4. Arts and cultural programs
Q8-5. Before and after school programs
Q8-6. Camp programs
Q8-7 Canoeing/kayaking/$tand*up paddle boarding
Q8-8. Community events (concerts, festivals, races, 
walks)
Q8-9. Environmental education programs
Q8-10. eSports programs/leagues/toumaments
Q8-11. Geocaching, augmented reality
Q8-12. Golf simulator
Q8-13. Heritage programs
Q8-14. Horseback riding
Q8-15. Inclusive programming
Q8-16. Interpretive education programs
Q8-17. Mobile or "pop-up" education programs (i.e., 
programming brought directly to neighborhoods)
Q8>18. Older adult and fitness programs (age 65-r)
Q8-19. Older adult trips/other targeted older adult 
programs_____ __________
Q8'20. Outdoor adventure programs
Q8-21. Outdoor fitness programming
Q8'22. Outdoor skills/safety courses (survival skills 
wilderness first aid, etc.)
Q8-23. Performing arts programs ___________
Q8-24. Pet-friendly programming ____________
Q8-25. Preschool programs
Q8'26. Stage performances (music, dance, theater)
Q8-27. Teen programs
Q8-28. Volunteer opportunities
Q8-29. Youth environmental stewardship programs
08-30. Youth fitness and wellness programs

Fully
Met

11.2%
8.3%

Mostly
Met

15.4%
14.7%

1.7% 2.1%
9.1% 15.3%
2.5% 3.9%
3.1%
2.5%

4.1%
3.1%

17.0%

7.3%
1.5%

20.8%

13.5%
3.1%

1.7%
1.7%
2.3%

1.7%
1.7%
6.4%

2.9% 2.5%
4.4% 3.9%
2.5% 4.8%

1.7% 2.7%

7.9% 7.3%

3.5% 6.2%

2.5% 5.4%
3.7% 5.6%

2.9% 5.0%

8.3% 16.2%
5.0% 10.2%
1.7% 4.1%
7.1% 13.7%
2.5% 3.5%
6.6% 10.0%
2.5%
2.9%

3.7%
5.2%

Partly
Met

13.7%

Not
Met

21-0%
2.3%
17.4%
4.2%

9.7%
9.3%
3.7%

Need

50.0%
56.8%
90.2%

7.5%

3.9%
50.8%
85.5%

3.7% 5.2%
5.6% 16.2%

W.0%
72.6%

18.7% 10.6% 32.8%

11.4%
1.9%

5.8% 62.0%

2.9%
2.9%
4.6%

90.5%
89.0%

4.4%
9.1%
5.0%

9.8% 82.2%
5.8%
12.0%

76.4%
77.6%

5.0% 4.2% 82.4%
5.0% 4.2% 83.4%

7.5% 14.1% 73.9%

12.5% 10.0% 62.2%

9.5% 10.4% 70.5%

10.8% 14.9% 66.4%
11.6% 12.5% 66.6%

8.7% 17.4% 66.0%

14.7% 8.1% 52.7%
11.4% 71% 66.2%
3.5% 4.8% 85.9%
14.1% 8.7% 56.4%
4.1% 5.4% 84.6%
11.4% 11.0% 61.0%
4.8%
5.4%

5.6%
5.0%

83.4%
81.5%

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan SCOTTSDALE I® PARKS 1 RECREATION

Q8. Please indicate how welt your needs are being met for each of the programs listed 
below on a scale of 4 to 1, where 4 means your needs are “Fully Met,” and 1 means your 
needs are “Not Met" at all.

68

Q8. Please indicate how well your needs are being met for each of the programs listed 
below on a scale of 4 to 1, where 4 means your needs are “Fully Met,” and 1 means your 
needs are "Not Met" at all. (without “no need")

Q8-1. Adult fitness and wellness programs
Q8-2. Adult sports
Q8'3. Archery programs (indoor and outdoor)
Q8-4. Arts and cultural programs
Q8-5. Before and after school iM-ograms
Q8-6. Camp programs
Q8-7. Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle boardln.
Q8-8. Community events (concerts, festivals, races, walks)
Q8'9. Environmental education programs
Q8-10. eSports programs/leagues/tournaments
Q8-11. Geocaching, augmented reality
Q8'12. Golf simulator
Q8-13, Heritage programs
Q8-14. Horseback riding
Q8-15. inclusive programming
Q8-16. Interpretive education programs
Q8-17. Mobile or "pop-up" education programs (Le.. programming
brought directly to neighborhoods)___________________________
Q8-18. Older adult and fitness programs (age 65+)
Q8-19. Older adult trips/other targeted older adult programs
Q8-20. Outdoor adventure programs
Q8-21. Outdoor fitness programming
Q8-22. Outdoor skills/safety courses (survival skills, wilderness 
first aid, etc.)
Q8-23. Performing arts programs
Q8-24. Pet-friendly programming
Q8-25. Preschool programs
Q8-26. Stage performances (music, dance, theater)
Q8-27. Teen programs
Q8-28. Volunteer opportunities
Q8-29. Youth environmental stewardship programs
Q8'30. Youth fitness and wellness programs

11.2%
8.3%
1.7%
9.1%
2.5%
3.1%
2.5%

7.3%
1.5%
1.7%
1.7%
2.3%
2.9%
4.4%
2.5%

1.7%

7.9%
3.5%
2.5%
3.7%

2.9%

8.3%
5.0%
1.7%
7.1%
2.5%
6.6%
2.5%
2.9%

Fully Mostly Partly Not
Met Met Met Met

17.0%

15.4%
14.7%

137%
11.0%

9.7%
9.3%

2.1% 2.3% 3.7%
15.3%
3.9%
4.1%

_ 3'!!^ 
20.8%
13.5%
3.1%

174% 75%
4.2% 3.9%
3.7%

5.6%
18.7%
11.4%

5.2%
16.2%
10.6%
5.8%

1.9% 2.9%
1.7% 2.9% 4.6%
1.7%
6.4%
2.5%

4.4%_
9.1%

9.8%
5.8%

5.0% 12.0%
3.9% 5.0% 4.2%
4.8% 5.0% 4.2%

2.7% 7.5% 14.1%

73% 125% 10.0%
6.2% 9.5% 10.4%
5.4% 10.8% 14.9%
5.6% 11.6% 12.5%

5.0% 8.7% 17.4%

16.2% 14.7% 8.1%
10.2% 11.4% 71%
4.1% 3.5% 4.8%

13.7% 14.1% 87%
3.5% 4.1% 5.4%
10.0% 11.4% 11.0%
3,7%
5.2%

4.8%
5.4%

5.6%
5.0% :I
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Number Percent

92
26
3
39
10
5

10
58
8
4
7
1

6
1

30
8
9
9
7

16
17
15
11
6
11

8
99

Total 518

17.8%
5.0%
0.6%
7.5%
1.9%
1.0%
1.9%
11.2%
1.5%
0.6%
1.4%

Q9. Which FOUR programs from the list in Question 8 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

Top Choice

Adult fitness and wellness programs
Adult sports
Archery programs (indoor and outdoor)
Arts and cultural programs __________________________________
Before and after school programs
Camp programs
Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle boarding
Community events (concerts, festivals, races, walks)
Environmental education programs
Geocaching, augmented reality
Golf simulator
Heritage programs
Horseback riding
inclusive programming
Older adult and fitness programs (age 65+) _______ ____
Older adult trips/other targeted older adult programs
Outdoor adventure programs
Outdoor fitness programming _______
Outdoor skillsfsafety courses (survival skills, wilderness first aid, etc.)
Performing arts programs
Pet-friendly programming ____________
Preschool programs______________________
Stage performances (music, dance, theater)________________________
Teen programs
Volunteer opportunities
Youth environmental stewardship programs
Youth fitness and wellness programs _____________________
None chosen

0.2%
1.2%
0.2%
5.8%
1.5%
1.7%
1.7%
1.4%
3.1%
3.3%
2.9%
2.1%
1.2%

2.1%
0.4%
1.5%
19.1%

100.0%

ii Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan
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Number Percent

35

r Total

31
10
32
7
4
14
60
9
1
2
12
5
6
1
1

3

18
17
14
16
4

27
22
6

12
7
11
3
6

122

518

6.8%
6.0%
1.9%
6.2%
1.4%
0.8%
2.7%
11.6%
1.7%
0.2%
0.4%
2.3%
1.0%

Q9. Which FOUR programs from the list in Question 8 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

Znd Choice

Adult fitness and wellness programs
Adult sports
Archery programs (indoor and outdoor)
Arts and cultural programs______________________________________
Before and after school programs

Camp programs
Canoeing/kayaklng/stand-up paddle boarding
Community events (concerts, festivals, races, walks)
Environmental education programs
eSports programs/leagues/tournaments
Geocaching, augmented reality
Golf simulator
Heritage programs
Horseback riding
Inclusive programming
interpretive education programs

Mobile or "pop-up" education programs (l,e„ programming brought 
directly to neighborhoods)

Older adult and fitness programs (age 65+)
Older adult trips/other targeted older adult programs
Outdoor adventure programs
Outdoor fitness programming

Outdoor skills/safety courses (survival skills, wilderness first aid, etc.)
Performing arts programs
Pet-friendly programming
Preschool programs
Stage performances (music, dance, theater)
Teen programs
Volunteer opportunities
Youth environmental stewardship programs
Youth fitness and wellness programs
None chosen

1.2%
0.2%
0.2%

0.6%

35%
35%
2.7%
3.1%
0.8%
5.2%
4.2%
1.2%

2.3%
1.4%
^1%
0.6%
1.2%

23.6%

100.0%



Q9. Which FOUR programs from the list in Question 8 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

•
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3rd Choice

Adult fitness and wellness programs
Adult sports
Archery programs (indoor and outdoor)
Arts and cultural programs
Before and after school programs
Camp programs
Canoeing/kayaking/stand'Up paddle boarding
Community events (concerts, festivals, races, walks)
Environmental education programs
eSports programs/leagues/tournaments
Geocaching, augmented realit
Golf simulator
Heritage programs
Horseback riding
Inclusive programming
Interpretive education programs

Mobile or "pop-up" education programs (i.e., programming brought 
directly to neighborhoods)

Older adult and fitness programs (age 65**-)
Older adult trips/other targeted older adult programs
Outdoor adventure programs
Outdoor fitness programming
Outdoor skills/safety courses (survival skills, wilderness first aid, etc.)
Performing arts programs
Pet-friendly programmln
Preschool programs

Stage performances (music, dance, theater)__________________ __
Teen programs

Volunteer opportunities
Youth environmental stewardship programs
Youth fitness and wellness programs_______________________________
None chosenr

Number Percent

Total

15
9
9
27
3
6
13
51
12
1
3
11
3
12
2
4

2

23
8
17
14
11
22
12
9

22
9

22
2
4

160

518

2.9%
1.7%
1.7%
5.2%
0.6%
1.2%
2.5%
9.8%
2.3%
0.2%
0.6%
2.1%
0.6%
2.3%
0.4%
0.8%

0.4%

4.4%
1.5%
3.3%
2.7%
2.1%
42%
2.3%
1.7%
42%
1.7%
42%
0.4%
0.8%
30.9%

too.0%

1^ Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan ffkSCOnSDALE
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Number Percent
26
7
2
17
8
10
19
11
2

10
5
6
4
3

12

19
17
12
15
13
18
14
5

28
5
19
12

199r Total 518

5.0%
1.4%
0.4%
3.3%
1.5%
1.9%
3.7%
2.1%
0.4%
1.9%
1.0%
12%

Q9. Which FOUR programs from the list in Question 8 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household?

4th Choice

Adult fitness and wellness programs
Adult sports
Archery programs (indoor and outdoor)
Arts and cultural programs
Before and after school programs
Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle boarding
Community events (concerts, festivals, races, walks)
Environmental education programs
Geocaching, augmented reality
Golf simulator
Heritage programs__________
Horseback riding
Inclusive programming
Interpretive education programs

Mobile or "pop-up" education programs (i.e., programming brought 
directly to neighborhoods)

Older adult and fitness programs (age 65+)
Older adult trips/other targeted older adult programs
Outdoor adventure programs
Outdoor fitness programming
Outdoor skills/safety courses (survival skills, wilderness first aid, etc.)
Performing arts programs
Pet-friondty programming
Preschool programs
Stage performances (music, dance, theater)
Teen programs
Volunteer opportunities
Youth fitness and wellness programs
None chosen

0.8%
0.6%

2.3%

3.7%
3.3%
2.3%
2.9%
2.5%
3.5%
2.7%
1.0%
5.4%
1.0%
3.7%
2.3%

38.4%

100.0%
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Percent

32.4%
73
24
115
28
15
47
188
40
2
11
40
14
30
8
8

17

90_
50
52
54
35
83
65
35
73
27
63
7

30
99

14.1%
4.6%
22.2%
5.4%
2.9%
9.1 %

36.3%
7.7%
0.4%
2.1%
7.7%
2.7%

Q9. Which FOUR programs from the list in Question 8 are MOST IMPORTANT to your 
household? (top 4)

.................................................: ■ ^

Sum of Top 4 Choices Number

Adult fitness and wellness programs
Adult sports
Archery programs (indoor and outdoor)
Arts and cultural programs
Before and after school programs
Camp programs
Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle boarding
Community events (concerts, festivals, races, walks)
Environmental education programs
eSports programs/leagues/toumaments
Geocaching, augmented reality
Golf simulator
Heritage programs
Horseback riding
Inclusive programming
Interpretive education programs

Mobile or "pop-up" education programs (i.e,, programming brought 
directly to neighborhoods)

Older adult and fitness programs (age 65^)
Older adult trips/other targeted older adult programs
Outdoor adventure programs
Outdoor fitness programming___________________________________
Outdoor skills/safety courses (survival skills, wilderness first aid, etc.)
Performing arts programs
Pet-friendly programming
Preschool programs
Stage performances (music, dance, theater)
Teen programs
Volunteer opportunities
Youth environmental stewardship programs
Youth fitness and wellness programs
None chosen

ip

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

5.8%
1.5%
1.5%

3.3%

17.4%
9.7%
10.0%
10.4%
6.8%
16.0%
1^5%
6.8%
14.1%
5.2%
12.2%
1.4%
5.8%

^ Q10. The City of Scottsdale is in the process of evaluating its event offerings. With that in
mind, please check the single-day or multi-day event concepts in vi/hich you and members 
of your household most enjoy or are interested in.

P Number

Outdoor entertainment (summer concerts, movies, performances)
Fitness and sport (fun runs, adventure courses)__________________
Holiday celebrations (Veterans, 4th of July, Halloween, holiday
lights)_____________________ _____________ ______ ____________
Food/drink events (hard cider, beer tasting, food trucks)__________
Family-focused events (family dance parties, youth foam/bubble 
parties, family bicycle rally)________
Health and wellness events (nutrition counseling, preventative
health education, mental health wellness. City resources)________
Other

19.1%

mmmm

Percent

e •
, •'.v.w

• •' • :• •
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Q11. Capital Improvement Project Priorities. Using a scale of 1 to 5, where 5 means “Very 
High Priority” and 1 means “Very Low Priority," please indicate how high of a priority should 
be placed on each of the following items.

Q11-1. Add new dog parks/off- leash areas
Qt1-2. Add shade structures
Q11-3. Add/improve park restrooms
Q11-4. Build new pickleball courts
Q11-5. Improve park and sports lighting
(J11-6. Improve water efficiency of irrigation 
systems
Qt1-7. Improve/add outdoor exercise 
equipment/ courses
QI1-8. Improve/add sustainable landscaping
Q11-9. Improvements to small neighborhood 
parks

Q11.10. Improvements to central Scottsdale 
community parks (Mountain View, Scottsdale 
Ranch, and Cactus)

Q11-11. Improvements to Indian Bend Wash 
community parks (Chaparral, Camelback, 
Indian School, Eldorado, and Vista dal 
Camino)

Q11-12. Improvements to north Scottsdale 
community parks (Horizon. McDowell 
Mountain Ranch, Thompson Peak. George 
"Doc" Cavalliere)

Q11-13. Park amenities (picnic benches, 
ramadas, grills, etc.)
Q11-14. Signature playgrounds
Qt1-15. Splash pads/spray parks
qi 1-16. Tot play areas

Very
High

Priority
13.1%
39.0%_
27.0%
17.2%
15.6%

10,6%

26.1%

19.1%

10.6%

18.5%

13.1%

14.7%

10.4%
12.2%
8,7%

High
Priority

12.9%
29.0%
28.8%

Medium
Priority

23.0%
16.0%
20.7%

Low
Priority

13.3%
4.4%
6.8%

Very
Low

Priority

18.0% 
1.9% _ 
2.1%

Don't
Know

19.7%
9.7%
14.7%

11.0% 17.2%
18.1% 24.3%

14.5% 19.3% 20.8%
11.4% 6.8% 23.7%

28.0% 22.0% 18.0% 5.6% 4.1% 22.4%

11.8% 26.1% 17.6%

23.0% 20.5% 9.8%

10.0% 23.9%

5.2% 15.4%

23.0% 26.4% 8.7% 5.0% 17.8%

14.5% 29.7% 14.1% 6.0% 25.1%

18.9% 26.1% 9.5%

13.3% 26.8% 12.9%

4.2%

10.0%

2^8%

23.7%

23.9% 28.2% 9.8% 6.2% 17.2%

11.8% 24.1% 11.6% 9.8% 32.2%
11.6%
10.8%

22.8%
22.4%

11.8%
12.9%

12.7%
10.4%

29.0%
34.7%

Q11. Capital Improvement Project Priorities. Using a scale of 1 to 5, where 5 means “Very 
High Priority” and 1 means “Very Low Priority.” please indicate how high of a priority should 
be placed on each of the following items, (without “don't know")

ufli! High Medium Low y®2f 
Priirlly Priority

Q11>1. Add new dog parks/off> leash areas
Q11-2. Add shade structures
Q11-3. Add/improve park restrooms
Q11>4. Build new pickleball courts
Q11-5. Improve park and sports lighting
Q11-6. Improve water-efficiency of irrigation systems
Q11'7. Improve/add outdoor exercise equipment/ 
courses
Q11-8. Improve/add sustainable landscaping
Q11-9. Improvements to small neighborhood parks

Qll'10. Improvements to central Scottsdale 
community parks (Mountain View. Scottsdale Ranch, 
and Cactus)

Q11-11. Improvements to Indian Bend Wash community 
parks (Chaparral. Camelback. Indian School, Eldorado, 
and Vista del Camino)

Q11-12. Improvements to north Scottsdale community 
parks (Horizon, McDowell Mountain Ranch, Thompson 
Peak, George "Ooc" Cavalliere)

Q11-13. Park amenities (picnic benches, ramadas, 
grills, etc.)
Q11-14. Signature playgrounds
Qtl-15. Splash pads/spray parks
Qt1'16. Tot play areas

16.3%
43.2%
31.7%
21.7%^
20.5%

16.1%
32.1%
33.7%
13.9%
23.8%

36.1% 28.4%

2a6%
17.7%
24.2%

16.6%
4.9%
7.9%

21.7%
31.9%

18.3%
14.9%

22.4%
2.1%
2.5%
24.4%
8.9%

23.1% 7.2% 5.2%

14.0% 15.5%

30.8%_
23.2%

27.2%
27.9%

34.3% 23.1% 13.2%

24.2% 11.6% 6.2%
3Z2%

14.2% 19.3% 39.7%

10.6% 6.1%

18.8% 8.0%

24.0% 24.5% 33.8% 12.3% 5.5%

17.2% 17.5% 35.2% 17.0% 13,2%

17.7% 28.9% 34.0% 11.9% 7.5%

15.4% 17.4% 35.6% 17.1% 14.5%
17.1%
13.3%

16.3%
16.6%

32.1%
34.3%

16.6%
19.8%

17.9%
16.0%
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Q12. Which THREE items from the list in Question 11 should receive the MOST EMPHASIS 
from City leaders over the next TWO years?

78

a

Top Choice

Add new dog parks/off-leash areas ______
Add shade structures
Add/improve park restrooms
Build new pickteball courts
improve park and sports lighting
Improve water efficiency of irrigation systems ________
Improve/add outdoor exercise equipment/courses
improve/add sustainable landscapin
Improvements to small neighborhood parks

Improvements to central Scottsdale community parks (Mountain View, 
Scottsdale Ranch, and Cactus)

Improvements to Indian Bend Wash community parks (Chaparral, 
Camelback, Indian School. Eldorado, and Vista del Camino)

Improvements to north Scottsdale community parks (Horizon. McDowell 
Mountain Ranch. Thompson Peak, George ‘'Doc'* Cavalliere

Park amenities (picnic benches, ramadas, grills, etc.)
Signature playgrounds
Splash pads/spray parks
Tot play areas
None chosen

Number Percent

121
8.9%
23.4%

31 6.0%
62 12.0%
15
59
3

2.99^
11.4%
0.6%

27 5.2%
13 2.5%

14 2.7%

28 5.4%

12 2.3%

11 2.1%
3 0.6%
13 2.5%
6_
54

L
1.2%

10.4%

Total S18 100%

f’-.

l -a
mm

*

Number Percent

14
71

56
26
22
56
19
51
27

10

29

17

15
13
8

c £
10
74

Total 518

m

IT

-

iL...—.^IT' .... J ~

2.7%
13.7%
10.8%
5.0%
4.2%
10.8%
3.7%

012. Which THREE items from the list in Question 11 should receive the MOST EMPHASiS 
from City leaders over the next TWO years?

Znd Choice
Add new dog parks/off- leash areas
Add shade structures
Add/improve park restrooms
Build new pickleball courts
Improve park and sports lighting

Improve water efficiency of irrigation systems
Improve/add outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Improve/add sustainable landscaping
Improvements to small neighborhood parks

Improvements to central Scottsdale community parks (Mountain View, 
Scottsdale Ranch, and Cactus)

Improvements to Indian Bend Wash community parks (Chaparral, 
Camelback, Indian School. Eldorado, and Vista del Camino)

Improvements to north Scottsdale community parks (Horizon, McDowell 
Mountain Ranch. Hiompson Peak, George “Doc" Cavalliere

Park amenities (picnic benches, ramadas. grills, etc.)
Signature playgrounds
Splash pads/spray parks
Tot play areas
None chosen

9.8%
5.2%

1.9%

5.6%

3.3%

2.9%
^5%
1.5%
1.9%

14.3%

100%

f9’.
..221

i



179

• •

Q12. Which THREE items from the list in Question 11 should receive the MOST EMPHASIS 
from City leaders over the next TWO years?

3rd Choice

Add new dog parks/off- leash areas_________________________________
Add shade structures
Add/improve park restrooms
Build new pickleball courts
Improve park and sports lighting
Improve water efficiency of irrigation systems
Improve/add outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Improve/add sustainable landscaping
Improvements to small neighborhood parks
improvements to central Scottsdale community parks {Mountain View, 
Scottsdale Ranch, and Cactus)

improvements to Indian Bend Wash community parks (Chaparral, 
Camelback, Indian School, Eldorado, and Vista del Camino)

Improvements to north Scottsdale community parks (Horizon. McDowell 
Mountain Ranch. Thompson Peak. George ''Doc” Cavalliere
Park amenities (picnic benches, ramadas, grills, etc.)____________
Signature playgrounds
Splash pads/spray parks
Tot play areas
None chosenr Total

Number Percent

8 3.5%
6.4%
10.6%
2.5%
4.8%
7.5%
3.9%
9.3%
8.7%

15 2.9%

28 5.4%

5 2.9%

3S%
3.1%
3.1%

11 2.1%
101 19.5%

518 100%

1^ Parks and Recreation 
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Number Percent

78
225

15.1%
43.4%

142 27.4%
101 19.5%
62 12.0%
1M_
42

29.7%
8.1%

Q12. Which THREE items from the list in Question 11 should receive the MOST EMPHASIS 
from City leaders over the next TWO years?

Sum of top 3 choices 
Add new dog parks/off- leash areas
Add shade structures
Add/improve park restrooms
Build new pickleball courts
Improve park and sports lighting
Improve water efficiency of irrigation systems
Improve/add outdoor exercise equipment/courses
Improve/add sustainable landscaping
Improvements to small neighborhood parks
Improvements to central Scottsdale community parks (Mountain View, 
Scottsdale Ranch, and Cactus)

Improvements to Indian Bend Wash community parks (Chaparral, 
Camelback. Indian School, Eldorado, and Vista del Camino)
Improvements to north Scottsdale community parks (Horizon, McDowell 
Mountain Ranch, Thompson Peak. George “Doc” Cavalliere
Park amenities (picnic benches, ramadas. grills, etc.)
Signature playgrounds
Splash pads/spray parks
Tot play areas
None chosen

126
85

24.3%
16.4%

39 75%

85 16.4%

44

46

8.5%

8.9%
32 6.2%
37 7.1%
27
54

5.2%
10.4%

[ Total 1,379
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The following is a list of actions the City of j'
Recreation system. Please indicate your support for each potential action.

! Very Somewhat Not Not
' Supportive Supportive Sure Supportive

Q13-1. Develop a new park ranger program for safety and 
rule enforcement

Parks and Recreation ■ 
Master Plan_____ 182

m
f Q13-2e Develop an indoor sports fields faciU^

Q13-3. Develop larger indoor rental venues__________
Q13'4. Develop new bike park faciHty, pump track 

^^^4 Qt3>5. Develop new mutti-use recreation facHlties
Q13-6. Improve existing multi-use path system
(increasing connectivity/accessibility)______________
Q13-7. Improve existing parks infrastructure (e.g., 
benches, shade structures, water fountains, wi-fi)
Q13-8. Improve existing playgrounds_______________

Q13-9. Improve inclusion services or accessibility to
programs and facilities____________________________

Q13-10. Improve outdoor sport courts (volleyball,
basketball, tennis, pickleball)______________________
Q13-11. Improve park and sports field lighting________
Q13-12. Improve sustainability and water efficiency In
irrigation and landscaping_________________________
Q13-13. Improve/add restroom facilities_____________
Q13-14. Improving existing dog parks_______________

II wm
m

m m
m:.

m
m

m

M

pi*

y.
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a
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Number Percent

53
31
3

23
15

109

66

17
6

36
6
57
14
25
57

Total 518

10.2%
6.0%
0.6%
4.4%
2.9%

Q14. Which THREE improvements from the list in Question 13 are MOST IMPORTANT to 
your household?

Top Choices

Develop a new park ranger program for safety and rule enforcement
Develop an indoor sports fields facility
Develop larger indoor rental venues
Develop new bike park facility, pump track
Develop new multi-use recreation facilities
Improve existing multi-use path system (increasing connectivity/ 
accessibility)
Improve existing parks infrastructure (e.g., benches, shade structures, 
water fountains, wi-fi)
Improve existing playgrounds
Improve Inclusion services or accessibility to programs and facilities
improve outdoor sport courts (volleyball, basketball, tennis, picklebail)
improve park and sports field lighting
Improve sustainability and water efficiency in irrigation and landscaping
Improve/add restroom facilities
Improving existing dog parks
None chosen

21.0%

1^7%

3.3%
1.2%
6.9%

1.2
11.0%
2.7%
4.8%
11.0%

100%

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan ^^SCohsDALE # PARRS iRECKEATION 184

Q14. Which THREE improvements from the list in Question 13 are MOST IMPORTANT to 
your household?

64

2nd Choices | Number

Develop a new park ranger program for safety and rule enforcement
Develop an indoor sports fields facility
Develop larger indoor rental venues
Develop new bike park facility, pump track
Develop new multi-use recreation facilities
improve existing multi-use path system (increasing connectivity/ 
accessibility)
Improve existing parks infrastructure (e.g., benches, shade structures, 
water fountains, wi-fi)
Improve existing playgrounds
Improve inclusion services or accessibility to programs and facilities
Improve outdoor sport courts (volleyball, basketball, tennis, picklebail)
Improve park and sports field lighting
improve sustainability and water efficiency in irrigation and landscaping
improve/add restroom facilities
Improving existing dog parks
None chosen

98

23_
86

Total 518

Percent

4.2%
3.5%
1.5%
3.7%
2.1%

5.4%
2.7%
4.4%
2.7%
9.3%
8.1%
4.4%

12.4%

18.9%

16,6%

100%
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3rd Choices

Develop a new park ranger program for safety and rule enforcement
Develop an indoor sports fields facility
Develop larger indoor rental venues
Develop new bike park facility, pump track
Develop new multi-use recreation facilities
Improve existing multi-use path system (increasing connectivity/ 
accessibility)

improve existing parks infrastructure (e.g., benches, shade structures, 
water fountains, wi-fi)
Improve existing playgrounds
Improve inclusion services or accessibility to programs and facilities
Improve outdoor sport courts (volleyball, basketball, tennis, pickleball)
Improve park and sports field lighting
Improve sustainability and water efficiency in irrigation and landscaping
Improve/add restroom facilities
Improving existing dog parks
None chosen

Number Percent

18
19
5
12

...IL.
37

75

26
14
2B
17
57
58
22
112r Total 518

3.5%
3.7%
1.0%
2.3%
3.5%

7.1%

14.5%

5.0%
^7%
5.4%
3.3%
11.0%
11.2%

. 4-2% _ 
21.6%

100%

Q14. Which THREE improvements from the list in Question 13 are MOST IMPORTANT to 
your household?

r jMf," Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan Ij^SCofrSDAlE (Sparks I RECREATION 186

Q14. Which THREE improvements from the list in Question 13 are MOST IMPORTANT to 
your household?

[

44

210

Sum of Top 3 Choices | Number

Develop a new park ranger program for safety and rule enforcement
Develop an indoor sports fields facility
Develop larger indoor rental venues
Develop new bike park facility, pump track
Develop new multi-use recreation facilities

Improve existing multi-use path system (increasing connectivity/ 
accessibility)

Improve existing parks infrastructure (e.g., benches, shade structures, 
water fountains, wi-fi)
Improve existing playgrounds
Improve inclusion services or accessibility to programs and facilities
Improve outdoor sport courts (volleyball, basketball, tennis, pickleball)
Improve park and sports field lighting
Improve sustainability and water efficiency in irrigation and landscaping
Improve/add restroom facilities
Improving existing dog parks
None chosen

239

37
162

Total 1,356

Percent

18.0%
13.1%
3.1%

10.4%
8.5%

40.5%

46.1%

13.7%
6.6%
16.8%
7.1%%
31.3%
22.0%

J3.5%_
11.0%
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Programs and Services

Newspaper
City's website
Internet
Emait btasts/newsletters
Program fliers/registration forms
From friends and neighbors
Social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
Recreation brochure/program guide
Conversations with City staff
Television
Neighborhood/civic newsletters
Recreation center bulletin boards
Schools
Otherr

Number Percent

183
204
141
82
161
106
147
Jl_
39
67
36
30
18

Total 1.320

18.3%
35.3%
39.4%
27.2%

J5.8 %__ 
31.1 %_ 
20.5%
28.4%
2.1%
7.5%
12.9%
6.9%
5,8%
3.5%

r
Q15. How do you currently learn about the programs and services that are offered by the 
City of Scottsdale?

sS& Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <;?>SC0mDAli PARKS S RECREATION 88

Number Percent

15
^4

59
58
29
22
40
66
2
9
25
4

None chosen

L a: 1
104

Total 518

2.9%
16.2%
11.4%
11.2%

Q16. Which TWO of the sources of information listed in Question 15 do you MOST PREFER 
to use to get information about City of Scottsdale programs and services?

2nd Choices

Newspaper
City's website
Internet
Email blasts/newstetters
Program fliers/registration forms
From friends and neighbors
Social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
Recreation brochure/program guide
Conversations with city staff
Television
Neighborhood/civic newsletters
Recreation center bulletin boards
Schools

5.6%
4.2%
7.7%
12.7%
0.4%
1.7%
4.8%
0.8%
0.2%
20.1%

100.0%

Q16. Which TWO of the sources of information listed in Question 15 do you MOST PREFER 
to use to get information about City of Scottsdale programs and services?

Q16. Which TWO of the sources of information listed in question 15 do you MOST PREFER 
to use to get information about City of Scottsdale programs and services? (top 2)

Top Choices

Newspaper
City's website
Internet
Email blasts/newsletters
Program fliers/registration forms
From friends and neighbors
Social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
Recreation brochure/program guide
Conversations with City staff
Television
Neighborhood/civic nevrsletters
Recreation center bulletin boards
Schools
Other
None chosenr

Number Percent

28
65
74
117
18
12
47
64

1
11
14
6
3
7
51

Total 518

5.4%
12.5%
14.3%
22.6%
3.5%
2.3%
9.1%
12.4%
0.2%
2.1%
2.7%
1.2%
0.6%
1.4%
9.8%

100.0%

Sum of Top 2 Choices Number Percent

Newspaper
City's website
Internet
Email blasts/newsletters
Program fliers/registration forms
From friends and neighbors
Social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
Recreation brochure/program guide
Conversations with City staff
Television
Neighborhood/civic newsletters
Recreation center bulletin boards
Schools
Other
None chosen

43
149
133
175
47
34
87
130
3

20
39
10
4
7
51

Total 932

8.3%
28.8%
25.7%
33.8%
9.1 %
6.6%
16.8%
25.1%
0.6%
3.9%
7.5%
1.9%
0.8%
1.4%
9.8%
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Q18. Your gender:

Your Gender

Female
Identify In another way
Not provided

Number Percent

242
271

46.7%

2
3

52.3%
0.4%
0.6%

Total 518 100.0%

Q18. Your gender: (without “not provided”)

Your Gender: (without “not provided") Number Percent

Male
Female
Identify in another way

242

27L
2

46.7%
52.3%
0.4%

Total 515 100.0%

Q18-3. Self-describe your gender

Self-describe your gender

Non-binaryr Total

Number Percent

2 100.0%

10(U>% . • • •• • • • • •• • •• • • . • • • •
• •

• •
m • • • •

• •

. * • . • • 
• • •

• • •
• . • •

• • •

• •

• • • •
• ’ ' • ■ . • •

* • • •' • • •
• •

• •

Parks and Recreatio 45^SC0175DAIE ^ parks* recreation 90

Q19. Your age;

Your Age Number Percent

18-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65-74

72
84

13.9%
16.2%

86 16.6%
109 21.0%
96 18.5%

ISI 70
Not provided 1

13.5%
0.2%

Total 518 100.0%

Q19. Your age: (without “not provided")

Your Ago: (without “not 
provided")

18-34
35-44

Number Percent

72 13.9%
6.2%

16.6%
55-64 109 21.1%
65-74 8.6%

3.5%

Total 517 00.0 %

r %
I

a
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Are you of your household of Hispanic, 
Latino, or Spanish ancestry?

Yes

Number Percent

463

Not provided 3

10.0%
89.4 % 
0.6%

Total 5T8 100.0%

Q20. Are you or other members of your household of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish ancestry? 
(without "not provided"

Are you of your household of Hispanic, wumhar Percent
Latino, or Spanish ancestry Number Percent

Yes 52m 463
10.1%
89.9%

Total 61S ^ 100.0%

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan SCOTTSDALE PARKS S RECREATiON

Q20. Are you or other members of your household of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish ancestry?

192

Q21, Which of the categories below best describes your racial/ethnic identity?

Which one best describes your racial/ 
ethnic identity

American Indian or Alaskan Native

Asian, Asian Indian, or Pacific Islander

Black or African American

Middle Eastern or Arabic

Hispanic

Number

26

9

2

13

White 413

I identify with another race/ethnicity

Two or more races/ethnicities

Not provided

3

34

14r Total sia

Percent

0.8%

5.0%

1.7%

0.4%

^5%

79.7%

0.6%

6.6%

2.7%

100.0%

Q21. Which of the categories below best describes your racial/ethnic identity? 
(without “not provided”)

• •

• •
• •• • • •• • •• • • • • •

* * . • . * •• •
• •• •

• • • • • ■ • • • • •• •
• • • •

• • •
• • • •

• •• • • •
* e • •' • • •

• •
• •

identify with another race/ethnIcIty

Two or more races/ethnicitiesr

Which one best describes your racial/ 
ethnic identity

American Indian or Alaskan Native

Asian, Asian Indian, or Pacific Islander

Black or African American

Middle Eastern or Arabic

Hispanic

Whte

Total

Number

26

9

2

13

413

3

34

504

Percent

0.8%

5.2%

1.8%

0.4%

2.6%

81.9%

0.6%

6.7%

100.0%
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ONLINE SURVEY 
RESULTS

What area of the 
city do you live in?

21%

North City Limits 
to Bell Road

26%
AREA2

Bell Road to 
Shea Boulevard

21%
AREAS

Shea Boulevard to 
McDonald Drive

27%
AREA4

McDonald Drive to 
South City Limits

5% do not live in the area
1,579 Responses

7.

'All comments have been recorded 
and can be provided upon request.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 0 SCOTTSDAli PARKS i, recreation

Are you a Scottsdale resident?

W

’^^^,586 Respons

Have you and/or members of your 
household participated in any programs/ 
activities/events offered by Scottsdale 
Parks & Recreation during the past year?

194

What are the reasons you have not participated or have not participated more 
often in Scottsdale Parks and Recreation programs/activities/events?
1,555 Responses 0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

None; there are no barriers
Classes/profframs/events are fuU
Facilities are not well maintained
Facilities are too far from mv home
Fees are too hieh
(do not feel safe
I do not feel welcome
I do not know the locations
I do not know what is offered
1 use services of private asencies
Lack of parkin
Lack of quality programming_____________________
Lack of transportation
No safe walking/biking routes____________________
Not interested
Offerings do not meet my interests
Registration process is difficult
Times of offerings are inconvenient
Too busy_______________________________________
1 use programs/events offered in other communities 
Other*

Responses
8% 286

25% 39
4%
5% 237
6%
1%
1%
5% 84
19%
4%
2%
4%

3%
12%
5% 75

22% 339
4% 224
4% 58
13% 99

How would you rate the programs/activities/events you and the 
members of your household have participated in during the past year?

100% 50%47%
44%

Excellent

I
77% 80% 627

Good
40%

1,225 70%
60% 30%
50%
40%
30%23% 1%
20%

18108
Fair10% Poor

0% 0%
1,584 Responses 1,425 Responses
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Please indicate if you or any household member have a need for the following 
programs, activities, or events.
1,454 Responses 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

1 Adaptive recreation programs

2 Adult sports

2 Art programs Ipaintlng, drawing, 
ceramics, etc.)

. Arts performances (band, choir, dance, 
festivals, orchestra, exhibitions)

5 BMX/biking programs/classes

« ' Educational classesAectures 
- (language, creative writing, etc,)

j ^ Fitness and wellness classes 
(yoga, Zumba, taichi, etc.)
Free/low-cost community special 
events

Q : Hobby/interest classes
V (cooking, gardening, crafts, bridge)

10 Intergenerational programs

11 ' Learn to swim programs

Nature/environmental education 
programs

^2 ^.Outdoor fitness programs
(boot camp, yoga, walking, hiking, etc.)
Performing arts programs 
(dance, music, theatre)

15 Pickleball lessons/leagues

16 Senior programs

17 Special events/large festivals

18 Teen programs

19 Tennis tessons/leagues

20 Water fitness classes

21 Youth day camps

22 Youth sports
; (camps, clinics, leagues, etc.)

21%

53%

40%

36%

23%

37%

54%

46%

43%

19%

32%

33%

46%

30%

39%

27%

39%

7%

26%

29%

21%

28%

IsSK* Parks and Recreation 
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If you have indicated a need, please describe how well your need 
is currently being met for that program, event, or activity.
1,454 Responses

1 Adaptive recreation programs

2 Adult sports

2 Art programs (painting, drawing, 
ceramics, etc.)

. Arts performances (band, choir, dance, 
festivals, orchestra, exhibitions)

5 BMX/biking programs/classes

. Educational classes/lectures 
(language, creative writing, etc.)

y Fitness and wellness classes 
(yoga, Zumba, taichi, etc.)

Q Free/low-cost community special 
events

g Hobby/interest classes
(cooking, gardening, crafts, bridge)

10 Intergenerational programs

11 Learn to swim programs

^2 Nature/environmental education 
programs

12 Outdoor fitness programs
(boot camp, yoga, walking, hiking, etc,)

14 Performing arts programs 
(dance, music, theatre)

15 Pickleball lessons/leagues

16 Senior programs

17 Special events/large festivals

18 Teen programs

19 Tennis lessons/leagues

20 Water fitness classes

21 Youth day camps

22 Youth sports
(camps, clinics, leagues, etc.)

Percentage of Needs Met

Barely Not Met at AUFully Somewhat

msm16% 33% 17%

47% 17% 12%

36% 24%14% >-21%

15% 43% 21% 16%

m33% 25% 24%

12% 39% 15%

23% 41% 19% 13%

26% 40% 20%

26%3% 37% 17%

11% 25% 29% 26%

30% 16% 18%

5% 37% 28% 14%

20% 38% 23% 13%

16% 33% 18%24%

5% 22% 29% 28%

18% 31% 22%

24% 39% 21% 11%

16% 21% 23% 32%

26% 32% 20% 16%

29% 30% 16% 18%

21% 26% 23% 24%

22% 30% 22% 18%

16%-20% 11%-15%
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Which four types of programs/activities/events are most important to 
your household?
1.368 Responses

l8t 2iid 3rd 4th Total

1 Adaptive recreation programs 2% 0% % % 49

2 Adult sports 13% 7% 5% 6% 367

g : Art programs (painting, drawing, 
ceramics, etc.) 5% 5% 7% 2625%

iArts performances (band, choir, dance. 3% 5% 4% 3% 174festivals, orchestra, exhibitions)

5 BMX/biking programs/classes 2% 2% 2% 2% 91

Educational classes/lectures 3% 5% 6% 7% 238 m(language, creative writing, etc.)
Fitness and wellness classes 10% 12% 10% 7% 478(yoga, Zumba, taichi, etc.)

Sg Free/low-cost community special 
events 4% 8% 8% a% 335

Hobby/interest classes 2% 5% 9% 10% 293(cooking, gardening, crafts, bridge)

10 Intergenerational programs 0% 1% 1% 1% 42 ft
11 : Learn to swim programs 7% 5% 3% 2% 210

/
Nature/environmental education 1% 3% 5% 1596%

f.

3% 6% 9% 8% 296

•.«-1% 3% 3% 4% 136

12% 6% 5% 7% 359 . I
2% 4% 4% 4% 168 W. S'3% 5% 6% 7% 250

• • • . ¥ • * .• •
j5

• • -
1% 2% 2% 2% 84

7% 4% 3% 3% 196 m
§

. * V# • . • * • • • •. *

7% 5% 3% 2183%

2% 4% 3% 2% 135

8% 5% 4% 3% 246

programs
Outdoor fitness programs
(boot camp. yoga, walking, hiking, etc.)

- - Performing arts programs 
(dance, music, theatre)

15 Pickleball lessons/leagues

16 Senior programs

17 Special events/large festivals

18 Teen programs

19 Tennis lessons/leagues

20 . Water fitness classes

21 Youth day camps

22 Youth sports
(camps, clinics, leagues, etc.)
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Please indicate if you or any household member have a need for the following 
amenities and facilities.

199
.'.v r .... , ‘

1,464 Responses

1 Aquatic/poot facilities

2 Baseball/softball diamonds

3 Basketball courts

4 £ Disc golf course

5 “E-Sports room

6 Exercise equipment (outdoors)

7 ^ Meeting rooms

Multi-use fields 
(soccer, football, lacrosse)

9 j Multi-use paths

10 ' Fishing areas

11 j Fitness/exarcise facilities (Indoors)

12 Off-leash dog park

13 Pickleball courts

14 Picnic shelters/ramadas (rentable)

15 Playground equipment (Indoors)

16 Playground equipment (outdoors)

17 Recreation center/community center

18 Splash pads

19 Sand volleyball courts

20 Tennis courts

21 Walking/running track (indoors)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

I Dedicated amenities for those 
^ with disabilities

23 Other needs

61%

22%

23%
i

19%

13%m 30%

23%m 61%

20%

45%

I 34%

37%

I 32% 
H—

29%
H-----
I 36% +
33%
-H-------
35%

26%

18%

14%

8%

34%
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If you have indicated a need, please describe how well your need 
is currently being met for that facility or amenity.
1,464 Responses

Dedicated amenities for those 
with disabilities

23 Other needs

1 Aquatic/pool facilities

2 Basebatl/softball diamonds

3 Basketball courts

4 Disc golf course

5 E-Sports room

6 Exercise equipment (outdoors)

7 Meeting rooms

p Multi use fields
(soccer, football lacrosse)

9 Multi-use paths

10 Fishing areas

11 Fitness/exercise facilities (indoors)

12 Off-leash dog park

13 Pickleball courts

14 Picnic shelters/ramadas (rentable)

15 Playground equipment (indoors)

16 Playground equipment (outdoors)

17 Recreation center/community center

18 Splash pads

19 Sand volleyball courts

20 Tennis courts

21 Walking/running track (indoors)

Percentage of Needs Met

Fully Somewhat

'■ ■40%'

Barely Not Met at A
40% 12% 6%

37% 26% 19% 13%

27% 33% 24% 11%

24% 23% 25% .23%

37%10% 23% 22%

17% 38% 25% 16%

21% 25% 26%

32% 34% 16% 13%

45% 39% 10% 5%

22% 31%

26% 38% 22% 11%

30%
1

20% 18%

30%16% 28% %
2% 8%

15% 14% 44%

43% 34% 12% 8%

24% 39% 21% 14%

19% 30% 30% 17%

24% 24%32% 15%

34% 31% 19% 12%

f13% 17%

17% 18% 23%

16%-20% 11%-15%
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lities are most important to your household?

1 i^quatic/pool facilfties

2 ^Baseball/softball diamonds

3 ^Basketball courts

4 ^ Oisc golf course

5 ^E-Sports room

6 'Exercise equipment (outdoors)

7 f-Moeting rooms

Multi-use fields
(soccer, fpotbalL lacrosse)____

9 -Multi-use paths

10 ' Fishing areas

11 Fitness/exercise facilities (Indoors)
'-N

12 A>Off4eash dog park

13 Pickleball courts

14 " Picnic shelters/ramadas (rentable)

15 Playground equipment (indoors)

16 iPtayground equipment (outdoors)

17 ^ Recreation center/community center

18 Splash pads

19 Sand volleyball courts

20 Tennis courts

21 . Walking/running track (indoors)

Dedicated amenities for those 
with disabilities

1st

27%

4%

1%

2%

0%

1%

1%

1%

14%

1%

7%

4%

12%

1%

4%

4%

2%

2%

2%

7%

3%

1%

2nd

8%

2%

3%

2%

0%

3%

2%

4%

15%

2%

10%

7%

9%

2%

5%

7%

3%

5%

1%

4%

6%

1%

3rd

7%

2%

2%

3%

0%

4%

2%

4%

12%

2%

9%

6%

6%

3%

4%

6%

6%

8%

1%

5%

6%

1%

4th

6%

1%

3%

3%

1%

3%

2%

4%

10%

3%

7%

4%

7%

5%

4%

6%

8%

7.%

2%

4%

9%

2%

Total

612

108

94

101

16

126

79

146

611

79

390

263

414

113

197

266

205

242

76

234

267

60

Have you and/or members of 
your household visited any City

Does Scottsdale Parks and Recreation's 
involvement with the Commission for

of Scottsdale parks or recreation Accreditation of Park and Recreation
facilities during the past year? Agencies (CAPRA) impact your decision to 

use its amenities or participate in programs?

90%@.457
80% 80%

1,013
Other

I have not 
heard of 
CAPRA

70% 70%
60% 60%
50% 50%
40% 40%

28%30% 30%6%4% m20% 20%9165
— Yes10%No 10%

0% 0%
1.522 Responses 1,526 Responses

What are the reasons you have not visited or have not visited the 
City parks/facilities more often?
1,437 Responses 0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%
None: there are no barriers
Facilities are not well maintained
Facilities are too far from my home
Fees are too hieh
Hours of operation are inconvenient

Responses
26%
8%

399
112

17% 246

I do not feel safe
I do not feel welcome
I do not know the locations
I use facilities in other communities
Insufficient parking at parks/facilittes
Lack of adequate facilities/amenities that meet my 
needs
Lack of shaded areas
Lack of transportation options to get to parks/ 
facilities/multi-use paths
Not interested
Walking/biking routes are not safe

5% 77
13% 189
15% 220
3% 39
2% 23
7% 102
6% 86
4% 53

15% 215

26% 369

3% 37

2% 23

131999
5%
15%

70
213

*All comments have been recorded and can be provided upon request.
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What Is one amenity/program/facility/service/etc. that Scottsdale Parks and 
Recreation does not currently have that you would love to see?
1,140 Responses

i
omo

tj playground
classesMg^

feiBaaiaiMRs
id

■SI' imik/x9, ^tss k I J

5
WATKINi

DISC GOLi:
LS idni !li»

0
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m
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Counting yourself, what are the age ranges of people in your household?
1,560Responses

Under 5 years

5 - 9 years
10-14 years

15-19 years

20-24 years

25-34 years

m

35-44 years

45 - 54 years

55-64 years

65-74 years

75+ years

24%

28%

27%

368

435

425 I

vJUl
f ■

"M
::,S« i 4.
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Fund It Tool - Budgeting Exercise to Determine Park Priorities
This tool identified park priorities by utilizing a budgeting tool to help determine park priorities utilizing 
budget constraints. Each category was given a weighted value identified below. Respondents were able 
to choose their priorities with a SlOO budget.

1
Weighted

Value
Votes

0 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200

IZZIZHIHHUH

205 206^CREATION

30

k30T 32

3oi; 66
\

■ - ■

Sport Court Complexes

Improvement of Existing Outdoor Aquatics Facilities

Invest in Existing Parks tea ^4.

0J5 Dog ParksS * •

Increased Special Interest Programs and Services « •
• • • • •

Increased Sports Programs and Services » •102
--------------- ----- • • *

affile New Multi-Use Path 56 • • • * •
* •

^^5 Signature Playground Structure

Special Events • • • •108 • r • • r I § ^
I \ 4 1 '

• • • •

•
269 Responses

<5t f 4
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Interactive Map
This toot allowed participants 
to comment and contribute on 
three categories including:

Ideas and Suggestionso
Make a Comment

A
Something i like

The feedback is disptayed 
on the following pages and 
divided up by area.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

Disc Golf Course on site of former nine-hole golf course 
that was converted to a "passive park." City bought this land and 

made a park that mostly benefits, in my opinion, the view from the 
houses along it. When the golf course closed it was an eye sore, 

and now all that the park offers is a multi-use path.

149 VOTES

PARKS & RECREATION

% #
% #

• •
208

Most Popular Comments
/

f \
O

c- o

o o
Lighted outdoor pickleball courts! Great empty 

grass areas and very few neighbors surround this park. 
Adding pickleball courts here allows for more down south 

and east access off the freeway.

^105 VOTES

0

o Add bike paths consistently along 
Pima, Happy Valley,

Alma School, Jomax, and other roads 
to allow for safer biking and running 

as well as access to the Preserve. 
Currently there are some sections 

with paths and others without. 
^31 VOTES

o

Allow a food/drink/coffee vendor 
to operate in the greenbelt. People are 

walking and biking steadily along the path 
throughout the day but there is no easy 
place to grab a quick bottle of water or 
coffee and continue on your ride/walk.

V 32 VOTES

101

o O o
An underpass/overpass to 

connect Camelback Park to Chaparral 
Park without crossing traffic.

^28 VOTES

o
c o o

00o- -
CD

0 An underground or above-road canal crossing or HAWK crossing at this 
busy arterial intersection would allow canal users to avoid potential 
conflict as they cross Camelback and N Scottsdale Road. At the very 

least, prevent right-on-red turns. Or maybe a multi-directional/diagonal 
crossing so users don’t have to go over two sets of crosswalks." 

^26 VOTES

aO 101
£ a

CD
Need pedestrian bridges here bigtime! Bikers, walkers, tourists, 
workers, and locals and in combination with the amount of cars 

and scooters makes this intersection dangerous.
Please add some bridges or underground pathways.

o o
CCD 0

(3
25 VOTESooo .m.
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AREA1 North City Limits to Bell Road

We live in (far) NE Scottsdale off N Cave Creek Rd. There is nothing from Parks and Rec within a 
20-30 minute drive. Not sure what I am getting from my Scottsdale Parks and Rec taxes... Anything 
would be better than nothing. Even some marked paths or trails. There are some random trail signs 
along the roads but it looks like they were put in a long time ago. Any semblance of a trail is long 
gone... Bike lanes on Cave Creek or Pima!

I agree. We live in (far) NE Scottsdale off N Cave Creek Rd. There is nothing from Parks and Rec within 
a 20-30 minute drive. Not sure what I am getting from my Scottsdale Parks and Rec taxes... Anything 
would be better than nothing.

Other cities are providing space for recreational drone flying. Can you include an area where drone 
enthusiasts could safely enjoy their hobby.

Every Scottsdale park should follow the lead of Chaparral Park: lots of energy, walking path, 
playground, picnic tables and benches, athletic fields and stations (bonus: lake). It's a gathering place 
for the community. People are very friendly and congregate/linger.

Flip side: the new Pima-Dynamite trailhead. Nice bathrooms and trails but no community feel; no 
gathering spots. People drive up and mountain bike or hike and then immediately leave. Not a friendly 
place/feel.

I see two needs for the North Scottsdale desert areas, while keeping beauty of the desert intact.
1) Dog Parks. There are no dog parks and few parks of any kind near this area. The small park off 
Ashler Hills and N. 74th Way is a start when it's finally built, but no dog park.
2) The existing trails could use better signage, some maintenance and more parking.
Its very important to plan this now before the entire are is covered with houses and condos.

North Scottsdale struggles with lack of community. I know It is a large area but a community center, 
dog park, or useable trail system north of the 101 would be welcome.o
A disc golf course anywhere north of the 101 would be spectacular.

I love this trailhead. however, it would be great if the exit gates were open later during the summer 
(at all trailheads). I realize the park hours are sunrise to sunset, but during the summer months, it 
is rarely possible to recreate in the evening because of the heat while the sun is up. Not allowing 
anyone in after sunset, but still allowing for citizens to finish hikes/rides shortly after dark would be 
wonderful. Thanks!

o The existing trailheads in the preserve are fantastic. Beautiful architecture, lots of shade, educational 
information, and refreshing restrooms, water fountains, and bottle fill stations.

It would be great if there were an Aquatic Center in the north area.

Can we put a pickleball court at the Dog Park? There are so many people in this area, with more 
coming, and everything is so far away!

Sand Volleyball courts would be a nice addition to George Doc Caviliere Park. It's already a beautiful 
park, and quality sand, adjustable nets, and barriers to stop stray balls would be great details to have 
in a potential sand volleyball court. Horizon Park. Scottsdale Ranch Park, and Indian School Park are 
all great examples of quality sand courts In Scottsdale.

Add some Pickleball courts to NE Scottsdalell We would like a shorter drive to the courts!

. ■

I
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AREA 1 North city Limits to Bell Road

Add bike paths consistently along Pima, Happy Valley, Alma School, Jomax and other roads to allow 
for safer biking and running as well as access to the Preserve. Currently there are some sections with 
paths and others without.

Add bIkeAvalking paths away from traffic north of Thompson Peak that connect so that patrons can 
travel in this manner throughout north Scottsdale (similar to this existing availability south of area 1). 
Thank you!

Consistent sidewalks along Pinnacle Peak from Scottsdale Rd. to Pima would give more people 
access to Sonoran Park and Florence.

Sand Volleyball courts would be a nice addition to Sonoran Hills Park. Quality sand, adjustable nets, 
and barriers to stop stray balls would be great details to have in a potential sand volleyball court. 
Horizon Park. Scottsdale Ranch Park, and Indian School Park are all great examples of quality sand 
courts in Scottsdale.

It would be great to get lights on this baseball field

Grayhawk Park volleyball courts are of lesser quality than its neighboring parks (Scottsdale Ranch, 
Horizon, Indian School). Since a court exists, sand could be kept up, a barrier to stop balls could be 
constructed, and adjustable quality poles/nets could be added for competitive play for the public and 
neighboring high schools.

Ensure that the baseball fields and facilities are maintained. These are a huge asset to youth sports 
and the community.

Disc golf course: this would be a great area for a professional 18-hole disc golf course. Multiple 
professional disc golfers live in the area because of our amazing winter weather is their off season. 
Disc golf can be good for all skill levels.

Upgrade TPP Pickleball courts. Huge demand but courts are worn and need to e dedicated Pickleball 
courts. Move basketball pad to playground. Good parking exists and this would complement new TPP 
dog park being built. Small invest for big demand! Thank you.

Sand Volleyball courts tend to pair well with tennis courts and would be a nice addition to Ironwood 
Park. Quality sand, adjustable nets, and barriers to stop stray balls would be great details to have in 
a potential sand volleyball court. Horizon Park, Scottsdale Ranch Park, and Indian School Park are all 
great examples of quality sand courts in Scottsdale.

We need a traffic light at the comer of F>rincess Drive and 82nd Street This Is part of the park and 
crossing is very dangerous as cars go through at 40mph.

This would be a great spot for additional sand volleyball courts. This is close enough to Horizon and 
Scottsdale Ranch to lessen the load of those parks. As a cheaper alternative, smaller lighted grass 
areas could be carved out for grass volleyball instead of soccer, which tends to take up all (most) of 
the lighted grass throughout the valley.

It would be amazing if we could add Pull Up Bars/outdoor fitness stations all around the Scottsdale 
sports complex paths for runners and walkers. This would be a low cost addition that would get used 
all the time.

You added soccer fields for 94th and Bell, you need more pickleball courts with sail shades.

•All comments have been recorded and can be provided upon request
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AREA 2 Bell Road to Shea Boulevard

Create multi-use path along CAP Canal similar to what exists on the Arizona Canal.

Add bike lanes.

The City of Scottsdale has done a WONDERFUL job with the sand volleyball courts at Horizon Park. 
The sand is well maintained, they are well lit. there is a barrier to stop balls, and the nets are high 
quality and adjustable. Every sand volleyball court in the valley should try to emulate what the City of 
Scottsdale has created here. Very well done.

This is a wonderful lap pool. Unfortunately, the hours limit use for those with similar work schedules. 
It would be nice if the lap swim hours were increased. Thank you!

Expansion of the McDowell Mountain Ranch skate park to include mini ramps, smaller rails, and 
ledges for learning skills. Currently much of the park obstacles require a high level of skill to NOT get 
injured. The addition of these smaller obstacles would allow beginners to progress in their sport and 
enjoy the park to its fullest. See Fountain Hills' recent Desert Vista skate park expansion to include a 
smaller bowl and rail area.

Twenty-year old skateparks need to be updated. Cracks need to get filled in, the drain in the deepend 
doesn’t work. Local skaters use pool pumps to drain it because the City hasn't done anything about It 
Add something new. There's so much gravel and room for additional concrete, benches, this park is in 
north Scottsdale and it's considered pretty grimey, beat up, and outdated.

o

Sand Volleyball courts would be a nice addition to McDowell Mountain Ranch Park. Quality sand, 
adjustable nets, and barriers to stop stray balls would be great details to have in a potential sand 
volleyball court. Horizon Park, Scottsdale Ranch Park, and Indian School Park are all great examples 
of quality sand courts in Scottsdale.

More shade on courts, add width for seating.

This pool is great for kids and adults alike. For a public pool, this is top-notch! Keep up the good work.

o Aztec sand volleyball courts are in disrepair, the sand is very thin and full of rocks making it a 
dangerous court to play on if you are a beach volleyball player. Please consider adding fresh sand as 
these courts consistently cause injuries.

o
Ensure that the baseball fields and facilities are maintained. These are a huge asset to youth sports 
and the community.

Bathrooms are dirty and hard to use with small children. There Is a long walk with many steps. If you 
have two small children this is a nightmare! Bathrooms need a remodel and some bathrooms closer to 
playground is very much needed.

Cactus Park needs more shade. Also, the pool needs to be upgraded with more lanes. During the 
summer the pool water gets too hot. Need to add more aerators.

This aquatic park needs to be completely updated. There needs to be a standard 25/50 meter pool, 
a separate warm up pool, a separate diving pool, and a complete water park. This probably needs a 
complete new build.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan C^iicdmDALE PARKS i RECREATION

AREA 2 Bell Road to Shea Boulevard

Please add a few lighted tennis courts to Cactus Park.

Rease add a splash pad with shade structure here. This park is great during the non heat wave 
months, but would be more accessible and inviting with a splash pad as well.

Please redo the playground to make soft/sport surface instead of sand, expand the playground with 
more variety, and include a splash pad and more shade.

Consider adding pickleball courts in this area along with drainage area to reduce flooding. Cactus 
Park pool is outdated just like every pool complex in Scottsdale. Look at Mesa's pools.

Extend bike lanes westward.

Lost Dog is fabulous!

I feel like I'm risking my life when making a left-hand turn out of the park so I have learned to avoid it. 
especially in the afternoon.

Better playground equipment. More shade. More splash pads! More trees lining the streets! Look at 
the parks in San Diego County or Gilbert in AZ. They are so much more fun and interactive.

Sunrise Trailhead is always maintained and includes helpful signage.

It would be great to have this section of the Casa Rica trail developed and turned into a cement 
pathway in order to connect it to the sidewalk along Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd. Good for bikes and 
pedestrians alike.

o
There should be a separate dog park somewhere else. Often dogs are running around unleashed 
which is against the laws and signs posted at the park. Maybe if they had a separate dog park 
elsewhere would be helpful. Lots of families and kids use the grassy area to play and run.

Dog park facility would be useful here and more shade.

This is about the middle of a pretty large area with no parks/recreation. Would be great to see 
something around here.

Agree, the City should install lights for these fields.

I understand this park is mainly for equine use, but maybe a small play structure? There are so 
many children in this neighborhood with no close access to a park without crossing two major and 
dangerous roads!

Some sort of shaded structure over some of the benches would be wonderful.

This park is mainly used by dog owners. There is often an issue with off-leash dogs. The nearest 
off-leash area is at 110th and FLW or community members must drive to Fountain Hills. This area 
is growing and I submit that one tennis court and/or the volleyball court (which are rarely used) be 
turned into off-leash dog areas.

*All comments have been recorded and can be provided upon request
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AREA 3 Shea Boulevard to McDonald Drive

o

Create pedestrian crossing Infrastructure for canal users to cross Shea here safely.

Complete work to connect paths and trails to greenbelt. This area has been fenced for years and work 
was never completed to create a path under Shea.

I agree. It would be wonderful to have this connect to the greenbelt. or at least the tunnel to be 
completed as Shea is somewhat dangerous to ride on.

Add pedestrian crossing infrastructure to cross 96th Street between Shea and Mountain View. For 
example, a button pedestrians can push to initiate flashing lights above a marked crosswalk.

o

o

Lots of people seem to use this side of the field as a dog park area. Since it seems there is demand for 
dedicated dog facilities, it would be great to have an area that is fenced off and that provides poop 
bags and trash cans at arm's reach. That way. people who use the field for other purposes don't have 
to worry about stepping in dog poop, and there aren't off-leash dogs running around in the open. Very 
dangerous.

The City of Scottsdale has done a WONDERFUL job with the sand volleyball courts at SRP. The sand 
is well maintained, they are well lit, there is a barrier to stop balls, and the nets are high quality and 
adjustable. Every sand volleyball court in the valley should try to emulate what the City of Scottsdale 
has created here. Well done.

Please add children splash pad. a lot of kids in this neighborhood and it would be very much used and 
appreciated.

Convert at least two of the seldom used tennis courts to pickleball courts. For every one tennis court 
you can have four pickleball courts and judging by the growth of pickleball and wait for court time 
and the very few City courts this would be a great use of existing and underutilized courts to help fill 
the need for the fastest growing sport in the country.

The sidewalk here coming off of the slope toward Via Linda is very close to cars going by very fast. It 
would be great if there was more of a barrier for people using the sidewalk here, and/or better speed 
control.

Add protected bike lanes to Via Linda.

We desperately need a marked crosswalk with flashing lights here. This is where many children 
who attend Laguna Elementary cross the road when walking to school and it is dangerous! I saw 
someone get hit by a car here when I was a kid attending Laguna and the problem STILL has not been 
addressed. Please help protect our children!

Covered bike parking to encourage biking and lessen the need for parking facilities, which only add to 
the heat island effect.

Mountain View Park volleyball court is of lesser quality than its neighboring parks (Scottsdale Ranch, 
Horizon, Indian School). Since a court exists, sand could be kept up. a barrier to stop balls could be 
constructed, quality lights installed, and adjustable quality poles/nets could be added for competitive 
play for the public and neighboring high schools.

There are a lot of kids here so a splash pad would be nice. Especially given the hotter and longer 
summers we are seeing. Also, pickle ball courts. This combo will give the entire family something to 
do at the same time.

AREA 3 Shea Boulevard to McDonald Drive

o Parking is a nightmare here with kids events on the weekends! Improvement is much needed.

o The two tennis courts are In high use but the repairs to them are terrible. It seems like they 
need repairing every two years and cracks develop in them almost within 30-60 days after they 
are patched. The City needs to seriously redo them with reinforced concrete like the courts at 
the Scottsdale Tennis Center. Expensive? Yes. But the constant patchwork that is done now is 
uneconomical, wasteful, and short sighted. And in the long run does not save money and can be 
dangerous to play on!

Provide paved trail connection southward to Dobson.

The greenbelt is essential for the community!

We would love to see some well-lit outdoor basketball courts at Rotary Park.

Wheelchair-accessible and inclusive playground for everyone would be lovely. Including free standing 
wheelchair-accessible play equipment (see: landscape structures, inc), smooth poured surfaces 
instead of sand and woodchips, etc.

o Would love to see Pickle ball courts here.

Can we turn one of the tennis courts into a pickleball court? They are rarely used, it would be nice to 
spread pickleball courts out across Scottsdale and more in the South. Thank you!

Add a shade structure over the swings.

More shade in the train and fun things to look at while riding.

o We absolutely love this park and the accessible train but would love to have an updated playground 
with wheelchair accessible equipment and play structures to make it truly inclusive for wheelchair 
and mobility aid users. Please look into "Landscape Structures, Inc" for the best ideas-used all 
around the valley already and very ahead of the game with inclusive and adaptive playground 
structures. Thank you!

Splash pad with shade

Improved LED lighting around park path for walking at night.

We need simple batting cages like Kiwanis Park. Re-institute these old ones.

Better signage for the different paths around this area. I love biking here but sometimes it's hard to 
tell if a path is for bikers or golfers.

PUMPTRACKII!

Mil comments have been recorded and can be provided upon request.
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THE CHAPARRAL DOG PARK DOES NOT GET ENOUGH ATTENTION!! It’s a great amenity but funding 
is sorely lacking for the #2 city for dog ownership per capital in the country!! Dedicated dog park 
parking, more rocks and grading, better quality grass. More efficient lighting and drinking fountains.

Gotta show some love for the xeriscape garden. One of the best keep secrets down here.

More parking on each end of the park and putting more of the recreational classes at this location. All 
the locations are further north.

Would love water refill options and restrooms along the green belt (and even along the canal path) tor 
runners/walkers/joggers.

1 think that we should bring back Mud Mania....it showed the community just how fun It is to live in 
Scottsdale. I know that is a huge waste of water and Isn't profitable but I hope it comes back.

O

Add solar canopies to park structures/picnic areas and provide more fixed shade structures along the 
trail for cooling pit stops.

The Chaparral pool should remain open throughout the year, offering operating hours that cater to 
the community and facilities equivalent to those at MMR, Cactus, and Eldo.

Love, love, love the Chaparral Park playground.

I would love to see a modern recreation/multigenerational center for the community along the green 
belt in the Indian School/Chaparral area with space for special interest class rooms, a group exercise 
room, reservable spaces, updated gym. a community event space, destination playground, splash 
pad. sports fields and courts, etc. Thinking along the lines of Tumbleweed. Freestone. Red Mountaia 
Escalante, and Rio Vista centers here in valley.

BMXpumptracklll

More parking in the south/central area of the park please!

The water looks and smells gross. I see dead fish all the time. Not to mention all the btrd/duck/geese
poop on the trails.

Keep the park calm as it is! Add some large public art. The current natural peace could be emphasized 
as a bird habitat with more shrubs or flowers, perhaps in raised beds to protect from flooding? I love 
that this area is not built up like Chaparral or El Dorado.

Please increase the height of the tennis wall.

This Intersection is very stressful and dangerous for bikers and children crossing the street. I've 
had so many cars pull right in front of me or turned behind me with my kids - they don't even wait for 
you to make it on the sidewalk! Please put an underground tunnel or at the very least a pedestrian 
diagonal crossing “pedestrian scramble".

Make Camelback or 2nd Street a bike- and pedestrian-friendly designated connector between 
the greenbelt, canal, and Old Town. Protected lanes, more tree cover, make it a grand multimodal 
boulevard. Mixed-use zoning for local cafes, restaurants.

-
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AREA 4 McDonald Drive to South City Limits

An underground or above-road canal crossing or HAWK crossing at this busy arterial intersection 
would allow canal users to avoid potential conflict as they cross Camelback and N Scottsdale Road. 
At the very least, prevent right-on-red turns. Or maybe a multi-directional/diagonal crossing so users 
don't have to go over two sets of crosswalks?

Would love to see the times on the weekends change. Love supporting something local but the hours 
on Saturday and not being open on Sunday is tough.

O

o

Convert at least two of the seldom used tennis courts to pickleball courts. For every one tennis court 
you can have four pickleball courts and judging by the growth of pickleball and wait for court time 
and the very few City courts this would be a great use of existing and underutilized courts to help fill 
the need for the fastest growing sport in the country. Additionally Scottsdale doesn't have any public 
pickleball courts anywhere on the south side of town.

The City of Scottsdale has done a WONDERFUL job with the sand volleyball courts at Indian School 
Park. The sand is well maintained, they are well lit, there is a barrier to stop balls, and the nets are 
high quality and adjustable. Every sand volleyball court in the valley should try to emulate what the 
City of Scottsdale has created here. Thank you.

Would love to see a "first Friday" vibe here monthly. Get live local musicians and offer food trucks, 
and local vendors.

Please provide better lighting on the entire bike/walking path from the south most Scottsdale to the 
north most path. Or maybe change bulbs more frequently.

What is the status on updating the pedestrian bridge? Five years ago the Osborn planing team 
included ideas to widen it. Anxiously awaiting that implementation!

Please protect the mature trees in all the parks and along the multiuse path. Especially during 
turfgrass removal conversions. Don’t forget your Roots!

A splash pad would be great here right by the pond and then I would bring my kid in the summer.
The playground equipment is too hot to play on in the summer months.

A closed in area for people that want to play with their dogs off leash would be helpful. So many 
people leave their dogs off leash, they don't follow the signs posted and it is unsafe for other people 
and dogs.

Allow a food/drink/coffee vendor to operate in the greenbelt. People are walking and biking steadily 
along the path throughout the day but there is no easy place to grab a quick bottle of water or coffee 
and continue on your ride/walk.

Consider incorporating traffic calming along 77th Street between McDowell and Oak. The street is 
fairly straight and thus encourages cars to speed -which is dangerous to bicyclists and pedestrians 
that use 77th Street to access Eldorado Park. Consider adding speed tables, small roundabouts, 
extended landscaped curbs, or a combination of these features (or other features). 77th Street is the 
"front door" of Eldorado Park and should be enhanced for better access and safety, not just for cars.

Improve the disc golf course. The tee pads are very slick and dangerous for players. They need to 
be torn out and either new concrete or astro-turf pads installed. Also, the tee signs are very old. 
weathered and hard to read.

Some type of shelter for unhoused individuals with some type of job placement assistance program. 

Mil comments have been recorded and can be provided upon request.
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Forum-Share Your Big Idea!
It would be amazing to have access to a public track for 

running. Track and f>eld sports don't have any public 
place to practice or enjoy their sport besides schools, 

which have very limited access. It would also uplift and 
promote the health of the Scottsdale community.

High quality aquatic facilities. My 
children use these facilities often. It is a 

fantastic sport for our youth and the better 
equipped the City of Scottsdale is, the more 
swimmers we will attract and the healthier 

population we will have. It also creates a 
more attractive city for those inclined to 
health and competitive aquatic sports

to be involved as an artist and a sculpture for the park. I’d love to see a few parks upgraded to 
add tunnels to climb in or see saw’s for 

multiple kids to enjoy together. We had this a 
lot in many parks in the Midwest but haven't 
seen it here so it might be a great addition.

Thanks for the consideration.

Safer roads for people 
using the multi-use paths. 
Hayden has many people 

doing 60+ mph. Other cities 
fix these issues by towering 
limits, reducing lanes, light 
frequency, speed cameras.

Create an annual 
bicycle-themed event 

highlighting the 
greenbeltand give 

local businesses along 
greenbelt to support 

event.

Rease consider children 
with special needs and 
sensory differences so 

that all children can play 
at this park. Consider 

getting a consultation from 
occupational therapists. 

They are skilled at adapting 
playground equipments.

A splash pad thats 
dog friendly.

I m not pro-grass by any means, but it the topography of the area 
makes the Indian Bend wash is a natural collector and helps contain/ 

distribute all the rainwater so we can treat it and use it. I agree the extra 
overseeding and overwatering in certain sections is a waste, but the 

City doesn't overseed any part of the wash, those are managed privately. 
The grass also helps stabilize the areas around it.

Another disc golf course would be 
amazing ~ very popular growing sport and 

Arizona is ranked the #1 state to play in!
Stop overseeding with winter grass. The City of 

Scottsdale spends $$ sending mailers out in a campaign 
to stop this wasteful practice, yet Scottsdale Parks and 

Rec spends a ton of $$ and water continuing to do it. 
Winter overseeding has known negative affects on the 

existing turf, incurring even more $$ in remediation. And 
the intensive watering floods the beltway paths making 

portions of them unusable at times during the cooler 
months when more people are actually out on them.

Add a multi-use path on 68th St between 
Camelback Rd. and Indian School Rd. 

Reroute trolley routes to be more efficient 
for citizens and tourists (like actually 

connecting to Old Town). Please improve 
pedestrian connectivity near Fashion Square 

and at the intersection of Camelback Rd/ 
Scottsdale Rd.

Exercise in the park. Like 
Tai chi. Food truck area with 
live music and playground. 
More events in the park tike 

movie nights, concerts, plays. 
More of these things in south 
Scottsdale. Chaparral Park, 
Eldorado Park, Indian Bend 

Park. Build a community. 
More activities that the 

whole family can enjoy from 
babies to grandparents and 

everything in between.

We need upgraded services in south 
Scottsdale. Skatepark needs to be 
updated, pumptrack added, more 

shaded areas, more trees, like a lot of 
trees. Workable parks, meaning parks 
with amenities to accommodate the 
many people who work from home. 

Public WIFI (even if it has a fee) 
ramadas with accessible power (even 

for a fee) so people can work outdoors. 
I would also like see pickleball courts 

added in south Scottsdale and outdoor 
fitness options.

Install fish habitat in all 
the fishing ponds for fish 

to repopulate.

More shade everywhere, 
preferably trees. More 

foliage and water devoted 
to helping birds. Benches 
are nice - preferably in 
shade as metal benches 
even in the winter can 

brand one.

I frequent the McDowell and 75th St skatepark affectionately referred 
to as “The Wedge”. I had also voted in the requested skatepark amenities 
which I found to great and thoroughly researched. There is a lot of skate 

park opportunities to work with and plenty of professional skatepark 
builders and large companies that have found the unorthodox approach 

to athletics in skateboarding. Such as Adidas, Redbull, Carhart, and other 
promoting skateboard lifestyle and self motivated sport.

Scottsdale has the BEST 
parks. We have a friend 

who LOVES the adaptive 
services at Chaparral Park. 

She has shared stories 
of how it changed her 

daughter’s life. I would love 
to see more widespread 

adaptive service locations.
I also know pickle ball is a 
big thing right now. Keep 
up the amazing work- — 
we have the best parks 
of any city I have ever 

experienced!

New park development in south 
Scottsdale. The population has increased 
with all the high-density housing. More 
park space for all these residents would 

be amazing. The population is south 
Scottsdale is young adults who are living 

in the apartments but there is nothing here 
for them.

I joined the SAR gym 
recent I must say a lot of 

the equipment is outdated 
and some don’t work as they 

should. I definitely would 
get newer equipment, and 

polish up the place. 
Staff is great there.

Hello I am
suggesting an inside 
air-conditioned dog 
park with both an 
inside and outside 
swimming facility 

fordogs. Alarge off 
leash park for pups to 
cool off. They can run 

through sprinklers, 
splash pads, and 

Jump In pools and 
even beaches.

My dog loves dog 
beach in California 
and we really need 

something here that 
is similar.

It has been well stated on this survey that there is interest and a need 
for disc golf in North Scottsdale. There could also be an economic impact 

factor involved if this was done correctly. There is no question that 
Scottsdale is the capital of destination golf in the US. They same could be 

said for disc golf and people will travel to play top courses and stay for the 
weekend or the week to enjoy all of the amenities in Arizona. All of which 

can impact restaurants, hotels, taxes, etc.

Scottsdale needs a Velo 
solutions style pump track. Outlying 

municipalities have built them 
with great success but it’s time for 

somewhere in the Central Valley 
to build one. Hopefully this can be 

included in a master plan.
The area around the Wedge 
skatepark could be perfect.

A disc golf course in North 
Scottsdale would bolster tourism 

by offering a fresh, engaging 
outdoor activity. Capitalizing 

on the area's natural beauty, it 
would attract enthusiasts from 
various places, enhancing the 

tourist experience. Its presence 
would cater to the growing 
global interest in disc golf, 
making North Scottsdale a 

more appealing and competitive 
tourist destination, and 

potentially stimulating the local 
economy.

Scottsdale is long and 
thin meaning that most 
people in it live near a 

border with another city. 
Thus you should work more 

closely with other cities 
to provide a consistent 

level of service across the 
parks available in the area. 
Having a larger population/ 
funding base should allow 
you to get some benefit in 

terms of negotiating power, 
discounts, etc. as well as 

sharing expertise.

More pop-up fresh markets and seasonal holiday pumpkin patches. Coffee 
or food trucks down the street from popular hiking trails and canals. One I can 
think of is the big empty lot next to reach 11. The Tatum east side of the street 
is Scottsdale and this empty lot could be better utilized. Especially with all the 

houses near by. Community enhancement is much needed In this big dirt lot and 
broken white fence for years. If anything please fix the broken fence it's only 

been a decade. Thank you.

Improve our parks and fields. Look at 
The playgrounds at Encinitas Community 

Park. Olympus Park In Encinitas, Poinsettia 
Park in Carlsbad. See soccer facilities at 
Poinsettia/Aviara Park Carlsbad. Splash 
pads in other valley facilities are better/ 

shaded (fountain hills, etc).
We also don’t have a lot of walking/bike 

paths throughout the city.

Link the Scottsdale Rd/ 
Cactus Rd area bike trails to 

the multi-use green belt trails 
further south.

We need an amazing dog park, 
with plenty of shade, and free 

roaming dog trail along the green 
belt. This will make the millions of 
voting dog owners very happy for 

this project.

i would love to see 
a new championship 
level disc golf course 
Installed north of the 
101, the farther north, 

the better.

Destination park playground 
(like Gilbert Regional. Mesa 

Riverview. etc.)
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PRIORITIZATION SUMMARY

Top 5 Programming Needs

Statistic,:!ily A A,i:rl Survey

1. Community Events

2. Adult Fitness and Wellness Programs

3. Arts and Culture Programs

4. Older Adult Fitness Programs

5. Performing Arts Programs

Top 5 Amenities and Facilities

Sl.llisnc cA' ■/ A, A Sill \■

1. Nature Trails

2. Multi-Use Paths

3. Nature Areas and Greenspaces

4. Conservatories

5. Pickleball Courts

Top 5 Budget Prioritization

S Inti si ica liy-Vat i d S urvrv

1. Improve Existing Parks Infrasturcture

2. Improve Multi-Use Path System

3. Improve Sustainability

4. Improve Park Restrooms

5. Develop Park Ranger Program

Online Feedback

1. Fitness and Wellness Classes

2. Adult Sports

3, Outdoor Fitness Programs

4. Community Events

5. Hobby/Interest Classes

Online Feedback

1. Aquatics/Pool Facilities

2. Multi-Use Paths

3. Indoor Fitness/Exercise Facilities

4. Pickleball Courts

5. Playgrounds and Splash Pads

Online Feedback

1. Invest in Existing Parks

2. New Multi-Use Paths

3. Signature Playgroun Structures

4. Special Event

5. Increased Sport Programs

3?®
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VISION AND VALUES

The Shape Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Master Plan vision proposes big ideas to support Scottsdale’s 
legacy of great parks and open spaces. The values identified In this chapter are themes that have emerged 
from the robust community outreach and stakeholder involvement associated with this project. These values 
will drive the way Parks and Recreation approaches and achieves plan recommendations. These values will 
assist in reimagining, sustaining, and maintaining quality outdoor spaces that are welcoming, walkable, mindful 
of our desert environment, and promote community wellness.
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SHAPING SCOTTSDALE

The following values will shape Scottsdale Parks and Recreation over the next 10-*- years. Plan goals and 
recommendations are focused around these six values:

<1
Reinvest in Our 
Aging Parks

Year-Round
Recreation
Opportunities

>c
Connected
Community

i
^Environmental 
• ^Rcsilicnc©

Inclusive System 
Promoting 
Community 
Wellness H
staffing and 
Resources for 
Success I

mM
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REINVEST IN OUR 
AGING PARKS
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fet
Continued focus on 

replacement of aging 
infrastructure

Focus on asset 
management, 

replacement, and 
preventative maintenance

*.»

Creation of systems to 
consistently maintain a 
high level of quality and 

maintenance in existing parks

Special focus on Indian 
Bend Wash parks, some of 
Scottsdale's oldest parks, 
that are in need of major 

infrastructure replacement

What We Heard w
:3L

■ «:sS|sse5

parks infrastructure
j:-yi III S'" ' Isthe tti most important
^ * tmjsrovement to resident

households .
poving existing mutti>use 
|th system is the #2 most 
^pfertant improvement to h-

“x households Improving and adding restroom 
facilities IS the #4 most 

important improvement to 
resident households
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Increased provision of indoor 
recreation opportunities 

through existing City venues 
and partnerships

o'o

More splash pads 
located across the city

fX,tal
More outdoor shaded 

|;l space and bolstered 
:y| approach to shade

V*VV

Increased aquatics 
opportunities

pBBp
Reinvest in indoor facilities to 
meet modern programming 

needs

iHi
SHBn

Create additional indoor 
recreation spaces, as 

lack of space is limiting 
types and frequency of 

programs

230

What We Heard:
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SWdIttg Shade Structures is the 
'P  ̂CIP priority for residents

^ Aquatics/Poot Facilities was 
the #1 facility need by online 

respondents

Aquatics programs have 
waitlists in high numbers

Indoor Fitness was the #3 
facility need online
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Coordinate with City of 

Scottsdale Transportation 
to complete key shared-use 
paths that support a strong 

parks network

Continue greenbelt or other 
dedicated bicycle/pedestrian 

corridor to the north

0^0

Effectively communicate 
parks and recreation 

offerings
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What We Heard
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Offer strongly attended and 
frequent community events 
with the goal of bringing the 

community together

■■■

^felKj^Jomfnunity events are the . ,1 
^gVi'ffiyijjTWt priority for Investment s

- • V ^ '■

HcftSa'^itness vvetkift'g, hikirig. and 
W-^Bgabi^ng are ell recreation trends 

increasing in popularity

mm m-fi:

,_____
' Nature trails and multi-use 
paths were the top two priorities 

,( for facilities

6t‘>o of non paritcipants said 
they were not aware of what is 
offered by City of Scottsdale 

Parks and Recreation
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THE IDEA OF A GREENBELT

Initially known as a citywide divide, the Indian Bend Wash became a communal asset for the City of Scottsdale, 
providing a much-needed recreational greenbelt which offers local and regional connectivity while achieving 
its primary function of stormwater conveyance to the Salt River.

The Indian Bend Wash is a flood control facility that provides stormwater conveyance though a ‘kindler 
gentler” approach that has become known as a true benchmark in terms of both the Idea and execution of the 
greenbelt concept. The history of the Indian Bend Wash is 
an amazing story on every level from its origin, its vision, 
and implementation. This model has become a desired 
case study that has been recognized and often duplicated 
throughout the world.

Flooding

The city has experienced a history of flooding of the 
Indian Bend Wash area over the years, including 15 flood 
events from 1921 to 1975 prior to wash improvements. 
Flooding in 1963 initiated Maricopa County to request the 
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to act and provide a 
flood control solution for the Indian Bend Wash. The initial 
design solution included a concrete channel that would 
have spanned 170 feet wide and 23 feet deep along the 
seven-mile stretch of the Indian Bend Wash to provide 
flood conveyance from north to south to the Salt River.

a

•r

Early Vision
Scottsdale resident and landscape architect Bill Walton wrote an editorial piece in the Feb. 8.1964, edition of 
the Scottsdale Daily Progress proposing a greenbelt park system as an alternative to the proposed concrete 
channel to control floods in the Indian Bend Wash, The City appointed him to chair an Indian Bend Wash 
committee. The citizen committee recommended to Scottsdale City Council that the City should create a 
greenbelt of parks rather than the concrete box channel recommended by the USACE for flood control, giving 
birth to the greenbelt concept for the Indian Bend Wash project.

In 1964, the citizens' committee, called the Scottsdale Town Enrichment Program (STEP), through the 
leadership of Bill Walton, served as an advisory committee to City Council coordinating with public works 
and the parks and recreation commission. Based on the STEP committee's recommendations, the community 
voiced strong opposition to the USACE concrete channel design. City Councilwoman Billie Gentry was one of 
the early advocates for the development of the greenbelt concept and attended meetings in Washington DC 
with the USACE. Councilwoman Gentry also presented the success story of the Indian Bend Wash at several 
conferences including a presentation in Paris France in 1981.

Need for Private Partnership

IJJlSCOtTSDAU I® PARkU RECREATION 242

The success of City's willingness was paramount in moving the greenbelt concept forward within the Indian 
Bend Wash. The land throughout the wash limits included several private landowners. In 1966 the City General 
Plan recognized the importance of incentivizing property owners in and along the wash allowing the City to 
obtain property within the area limits of the floodway. The concept allowed property owners to dedicate a 
portion of their property within the wash limits to the City in exchange for higher density zoning along the 
remaining property outside the wash limits. The general plan also identified and endorsed the development of 
an integrated park system within the Indian Bend Wash.

HISTORY OF GREENBELT DEVELOPMENT 

The City took the lead with the initial development within the Indian Bend Wash with Eldorado Park which 
became the model for the greenbelt park concept. The following provides a snapshot of the development of

the greenbelt within the Indian Bend Wash over time.

Eldorado Park

In 1967, the City began the design of its first community park on 
55 acres of land at Miller Road with the development of Eldorado 
Park. This would be Scottsdale’s first community park featuring an 
aquatic center, a children's fishing lake and paddle-boating area, 
and a community recreation center with teen center. In 1971, the 
City developed the urban campground at Eldorado Park which 
hosted a statewide training conference for 4-H members. In 1979, 
construction was completed on the Indian Bend Wash McDowell 
Exhibit Plaza within Eldorado Park. It featured a water cascade 
fountain with a monolith inscribed with designs from Hohokam 
Native American pottery. The Wedge Skatepark opened at Eldorado 
Park in 2001, conceived by skateboarding youth who brought the 
idea to City Council. The Eldorado Aquatics facility received a 
facelift in 2003.

4.

miL.

V/s7a Del Camino Park

In 1970, the City utilized an open space grant of $277,000 to develop Vista Del Camino Park, a 
35-acre park within the floodplain of Indian Bend Wash. The City's Neighborhood Development 
Program also received money from the U.S. Housing and Urban Development Agency to build new 
homes for qualified residents of the Vista Del Camino neighborhood, who were being relocated 
for their safety and the construction of the Indian Bend Wash Greenbelt Flood Control Project. The 
Vista Del Camino Neighborhood Center was built in 1973 providing social services and recreational 
programs for the community. In 1975, the McKellips Road Bridge at Vista Del Camino was 
completed providing vehicular access across the wash.
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Chaparral Park

In 1971. the City was awarded another federal grant of 
$277,500 for the development of the new Jackrabbit Park 
which would later be renamed as Chaparral Park to be 
developed in Indian Bend Wash between Chaparral Road and 
Montebello Avenue. In 1973, Chaparral Lake was filled holding 
over 100 acre feet of water. The Chaparral Park Aquatic Center 
opened in 1974 during Labor Day weekend and at the time was 
the largest free-form pool in Arizona at 297 feet long.

Connectivity Throughout the VAfash
In 1972, the City of Scottsdale took its first steps to develop a 
bicycle pathway system. Bike paths were installed along Osborn 
Road across the Indian Bend Wash and from 86th Street 
and McDonald south to McKenzie and from Indian School to 
Osborn and Hayden, The City of Scottsdale has continued to 
place a priority on alternate transportation/mobility systems, 
particularly bikeways. The City has convened task forces and
studies in 1988.1991,1992.1994.1998. and throughout the 2000s to enhance Scottsdale's bikeways.

In 1979. the Arizona Canal siphon was completed and the inlet channel for the Indian Bend Wash was 
completed — all part of the Indian Bend Wash Greenbelt Flood Control Project.

p! , 1
Parks and Recreation 
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Indian School Park

Indian School Park was established as a 60-acre community park in 1980. The park included 
playgrounds, picnic ramadas, pathways, a tennis center, and the Indian Bend Wash Visitor Center. 
The new park also featured baseball fields for Major League Baseball spring training teams.
In 1986. Club SAR was relocated to Indian School Park providing fitness and boxing classes 
for the community. A master plan of Indian School Park is included with this plan and began in 
2024. The project includes a public outreach component to better understand current and future 
programming and amenity needs for the surrounding community.

In April of 1985, Scottsdale officially dedicated the $54 million Indian Bend Wash Greenbelt 
Flood Control Project, nearly 20 years after Eldorado Park was built in the Indian Bend Wash. The 
dedication ceremonies, called "Days of Celebration,” took place at Indian School Park, located 
within the ‘wash.'

The Scottsdale Silverado Golf Club opened in 2001 as an 18-hole public golf course in the Indian 
Bend Wash, designed by Gilmore/Graves. It had originally opened as Scottsdale Links at Indian 
Bend in 1999, which closed in 2000 and was renovated.

In 2008, the City of Scottsdale opened Camelback Park where the former Villa Monterey Golf 
Course originally developed in the late 1960s had been in the Indian Bend Wash.

The Indian Bend Wash Trail, from Chaparral Road to Jackrabbit Road, was under construction 
in 2010. This would be a connecting segment providing a complete and connected shared-use 
pathway network of 22 miles within and throughout the Indian Bend Wash greenbelt.
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REINVESTMENT WITHIN THE INDIAN BEND WASH

Originally constructed in the 1970s. the parks within the Indian Bend Wash are over a half century old. It is a 
system that requires a higher level of maintenarice as the parks are primarily situated within the floodway. 
This aging of the parks within the Indian Bend Wash have led for the need of reinvestment of infrastructure.
In 2013, the City replaced the Indian School Park Lake due to leaking within the original lake liner. This led to 
the completion of a comprehensive lake study evaluating the lakes within the Indian Bend Wash in 2014. This 
included the evaluation of both the lakes and the irrigation systems within the wash. The outcomes identified 
a need for lake and irrigation infrastructure replacements due to age and condition of these facilities. At the

conclusion of this report and prior to the investment of 
the lake and irrigation infrastructure, the city decided 
to assess and evaluate recreational uses within Indian 
Bend Wash. In 2018, the City led a master plan project for 
the Indian Bend Wash from Thomas Road to McKellips 
Road focusing on the two oldest parks within the wash. 
Eldorado Park and Vista Del Camino Park. The process 
included community outreach and a master plan for 
Eldorado and Vista Del Camino parks. The plan amended 
the existing Municipal Use Master Site Plan and provided 
recommendations for future capital projects. In 2024, 
the City began reconstruction of the lakes within 
Eldorado Park addressing both liner and irrigation system 
replacements due to age of infrastructure.

The city, early in its establlshn>ent. identified the 
Importance of recreation within the community. This value 
is what led to a different way of thinking in providing a 
recreation*bas6d solution for flood ccMitrol mitigation 
within the Indian Bend Wash. The City from inception has 

been an innovator which has shaped and benefited the development of Scottsdale over the years. This visionary 
approach is what led to citizen-inspired leadership and partnering with the community resulting in bold moves 
and the development of an all-time asset for the city. The Indian Bend Wash includes an 11-mile stretch of 
greenbelt with over 22 miles of pathways utilizing 24 grade-separated crossings providing local and regional 
connectivity with recreational opportunities throughout the city.

• • • .
' . • • •

• •

What has the city learned from the Indian Bend Wash throughout the years?

• Importance of flood control facilities to mitigate flooding throughout the city.

• Alternatives to concrete channelization for the conveyance of stormwater.

• Importance of community input to identify programming and recreation needs.

• Importance of public-private partnerships in and along the wash.

• A higher level of maintenance for the Indian Bend Wash parks is required due to the flood control 
functionality of the wash.

• Infrastructure ages — the parks within the system are over half a century old and have been well loved 
and used over the decades.

• Trees also age — need to have tree replacement plan.

• Park improvements require collaboration and approval from both local and federal agencies which has 
limitations for development within the floodway.

* Improvements require permitting on both the local and federal levels which is a lengthier process and 
timeline compared to parks outside drainage facilities.

• The Indian Bend Wash serves as an economic engine providing tourism opportunities for the city.

• The Indian Bend Wash provides a myriad of educational opportunities for all generations.

• The greenbelt has become the City’s core recreation area.

• The shared-use pathway provides a dedicated multi modal network connecting people throughout the 
city.

WHAT IS NEXT FOR INDIAN BEND WASH?

The City has an opportunity to carry forward and continue its visionary legacy of the Indian Bend Wash as 
oiigmatty identified by Bill Walton in 1964 as Scottsdale's Central Park. Based on what we have heard from 
both the community and staff, the parks within the Indian Bend Wash are deemed vital and critical In providing 
the recreational opportunities and programming needs for the community. This plan is recommending to re­
classify Indian Bend Wash as a Regional Park. The re-classification provides an opportunity to re-brand the 
Indian Bend Wash Park system and should included a comprehensive master plan for the entire 11-mile stretch 
utilizing the community and stakeholder Input from this plan in order to understand the current and future 
recreation and programming needs and prioritize Improvements and maintenance for the system over the next 
50 years.
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PARKS CLASSIFICATIONS

A well-rounded parks system includes multiple park and facility types to equitably provide a variety of parks 
and recreation experiences to Scottsdale residents. Each park and facility within the system has a set of 
objectives. A successful classification system categorizes these park types to achieve and maintain the 
desired objectives for the system overall efficiently and effeclively. The park classification system seeks to 
define multiple park types with the recognition that individual parks and their offerings may vary. Future park 
improvements will be guided by these classification descriptions, but ultimately be derived from the needs of 
the community through a public participation process. The following park classification descriptions are not 
meant to provide strict rules on what amenities are to be provided but should be used as a guide to ensure all 
of the City’s parks are activated, accessible, inclusive, and meet the needs of the intended service areas.

Neighborhood Park
Neighborhood parks provide primary recreation services and facilities that are easily accessible and available 
to tocai residents; serve a single neighborhood or several neighborhoods, depending on location; are preferably 
located with or next to elementary schools, neighborhood centers or other gathering places; and are accessed 
primarily via pedestrians and bicycles.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan OUMtl 248

District Park
District parks offer a more unique service than neighborhood parks and serves a broader group of people. They 
provide many passive recreation opportunities and more active recreational facilities than a neighborhood 
park. Some typical park facilities might include nature preserves, athletic

fields, and sport courts. District parks typically include reservable amenities and fill programming needs on a 
scale between neighborhood and community parks.

Two to three signature amenities at a minimum; public restrooms with drinking 
fountains, parking, and security lighting. Amenities are ADA compliant. Sport fields 
and Sport Courts are typical at this park.

60 percent active and 40 percent passive

Other features include:

One signature amenity; may include one non-programmed sports field; playgrounds for 
ages 2-5 and 5-12 with shaded elements; no reservable shelters; loop trails; one type of 
sport court; benches, small picnic shelters next to play areas.

85 percent active/15 percent passive

Land usage

programmingi Typically none, but a signature amenity may be Included which is programmed

m
m .

Minimum of one essential program services

-r.y ^ ^ m
*
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Community Park

m Parks and Recrea 
Masterplan

■WWvi

Community parks centralize a full range of recreational activities for major parts of the city: have the capacity 
to accommodate large groups; generally feature a community center building designed to meet multi' 
generational recreation needs, as well as lighted recreation amenities and sport fields/courls; serve several 
neighborhoods; are preferably located central to a group of neighborhoods and often next to elementary, 
middle, or high schools; and are accessed primarily by pedestrians, bicycles, and automobiles.

Four signature amenities at a minimum; public restrooms with drinking fountains,
IPy Q ample parking, and security lighting. Amenities are ADA compliant. Sport Fields and

Sport Complexes are typical at this park. |B|p

65 percent active and 35 percent passive

Programming

Minimum of four essential program services

mm m
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Regional Park

Regional Parks are typically larger than 100 acres in size and serve a very broad range of people and serve 
the entire city or the valley. These parks offer large scale recreational opportunities and tend to offer some 
passive recreation such as fishing, nature education or exploration. These large park areas can offer unique 
recreational opportunities suited to larger areas such as disc golf, and bicycle routes while still offering more 
traditional recreational opportunities like playgrounds, play lawns, athletic complexes or sport courts. Regional 
parks may also feature large multi-generational or aquatics facilities to meet year round indoor recreation

10 to 12 amenities to create a signature facility; public restrooms with drinking 
Y (.Vi fountains, ample parking, special event site. Sport Fields and Sport Complexes are 

■tHHpiU typical at this park.

If

%
-ii

Revenue facilities

More than two; park designed to produce some revenue and attract tourism

Land usage
‘ •‘It

Up to 50 percent active/50 percent passive

Programming

More than four recreation experiences per age segment with at least tour core 
programs provided
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Specialty parks provide specialized facilities and preserve significant unique features of the cbmmunlfj; ^ 

generally serve the entire city of the valley; are located where necessary to capitalize on an existing feature, .
facility, or specialized market area; and may need a high-degree of access or limited access.

ii
■yimm Parks and Recreation 
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Varies by facility

Due to nature of certain facilities, revenue may be required for construction and/or 
annual maintenance. This should be determined at a policy level before the facility is 
planned and constructed

Varies by facility

m

Sports Complexes

Sports complexes are developed to provide four or more fields or courts in one setting. A sports complex 
may also support extreme sports facilities, such as BMX and skateboarding. Sports Complexes can be single 
focused or multi-focused and can include indoor or outdoor facilities to serve the needs of both youth and 
adults. Outdoor fields should be lighted where possible to maximize value and productivity of the complex. 
Sport field design includes appropriate field distances for each sport’s governing body and support amenities 
designed to produce revenue to offset operational costs. Signature sports complexes may include enhanced 
amenities such as artificial turf, multipurpose field benches and bleachers, scoreboards, amplified sound, 
scorer's booths, etc. .

Four or more fields or sports courts in one setting; public restrooms, ample parking, 
aK 9 C3I types appropriate for the facility and anticipated usage, and field lighting. 

Amenities are ADA compliant.

Land usage
________

i
^ Programming

Varies by facility

it
Land usage

mm?:
'■'-''■.'.■I' "

. si

Revenue facilities

Sports tourism opportunities should produce revenue to help offset cost of 
maintenance and operations

1 90 percent active and 10 percent passive

i
|| Focus on active programming of all amenities

I
i

m
i
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Conservation Parks
m.

Conservation parks are sites that preserve natural, cultural, and historic resources. These areas provide a 
tranquil setting for experiences in the outdoors.

fe: - v.A m
Zero to one signature amenity; no reservable shelters; loop trails; benches, small picnic 
shelters

100 percent passive

Typically none, may include nature education programs
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Park Name 
Agua Linda Park
Apache Park____________ ______ •
Ashlar Hills Park_________________
Aztec Park__________________________
BeU94 Sports Complex_______________
Cactus Park_________________________
Camelback Park_____________________
Chaparral Park______________________
Chesnutt Park_______________________
ChoUa Park_________________________
Comanche Park______________________
DC Ranch Park______________________
Eldorado Park_______________________
Florence Ely Nelson Desert Park_______
George "Doc" CavalUere Park__________
Grayhawk Park____________________ •
Horizon Park________________________
Indian School Park & Tennis Center
Ironwood Park_______________________
Lafayette Park_______________________
McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park
McDowell Mountain Ranch Park_______
Mescal Park_________________________
Mountain View Park______
Nature Area_________________________
Northsight Park____________
Osborn Park_________________________
Paiute Park_________________________
Papago Rotary Park__________________
Pima Park___________________________
Reata Sports Complex________________
Rio Montana Park____________________
Rotary Park__________________ _______
Scottsdale Civic Center_______________
Scottsdale Ranch Park & Tennis Center
Scottsdale Sports Complex___________
Scottsdale Stadium__________________
Shoshone Park______________________
Solstice Park________________________
Sonoran Hills Parte___________________
Stonegate Equestrian Park____________
Thomas Road Bike Stop_______________
Thompson Peak Park_________________
Thunderbird Park ______
Vista del Camino Park__________ ^
Zuni Park___________________________

Park Acreage |['assmir«on ip«>P08««> Classification

Community
_Comnuinity

Community_ 
Community 

_Neighborhood 
Neighborhood 
Neighborhood 

_Nej8hborho(^_ 
Community _ 

_Neighborho(^ 
...Ne.igh^rhood 

Neighborho^
_ Community_

Community
Neighborhood
Neighborhood

__Community_
__Community

Neighborhood,
Neighborhood

_ Neighborh(K>d______
Neighborhood

Neightorhood_
NcighborhMd_
Neighborhood

_____ Sports Complex
Indian Bend Wash Regional Park

- Ian Bwd Wash Regional 
Indian Bend Wash Regional Park 

__.M®.iShborhood______
District

__ Communi^
Neighborho<^ 

^Neighborhood 
^Neighborhood 

Neighborhood 
Neighborhood 
Neighborhood 

_ Community 
_Neighborho(^ 

Neighborhood
__Comnujnity__

Community_
Community_

_ Community_
„..N®'8hborhood

Neighborhood
Neighborhood
Neighborho^_

Neighborhood
Neighborhood

Indian Bend Wash Regional Park
_______ Neighborhood________

District
District

Community _
Indian Bend Wash Regional Park 

Neighborhood________
Neightorhood_

Specialty
Community

Neighborhood
Community
SpTOialty
District

J^ighborhood_
,,N®'Sbborhood_

District
S ports Comp l^
Neighborhood
Neighborhood

Specialty
Community

Sports Complex_ 
Special-Use

_Ne!8bb9r.b99<L 
. Neighborhood_ 

District....

Neighborhood
Neighborhood Specialty

Community Community
Neighborhc>od

Community
Neighborhood

Indian Bend Wash Regional Park 
NeighborhoodNeighborhood
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REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS
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Mid Term

Low Term

Mid Term

Mid Term

Mid Term

Long Term

Mid Term
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Short Term I

I Mid Term
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REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS
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Short Term
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Long Term
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Mid/Long Term
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0 REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS

Short Term

Mid Term

Short Term

I Long Term

Mid Term

Short Term
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Mid Term

Short Term
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Mid Term

Short Term

Mid/Long Term
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REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS
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Short Term
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Short Term
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REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS

Mid Term

Short Term

Mid Term

Short Term
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Short Term
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I Long Term

Short Term:
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Long Term
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE AND 
WATER CONSERVATION IN PARKS

Sustainable park design plays a crucial role in promoting environmental resilience and water conservation. As 
arid regions like Scottsdale face increasing water scarcity and the impacts of climate change, it is imperative 
to develop sustainable and resilient park designs that utilize the latest technologies to minimize water 
consumption, preserve natural resources, and enhance the overall ecological balance.

Water Conservat/on and Efficient Irrigation Systems
The City of Scottsdale has started implementing irrigation systems with new technologies to conserve water 
and promote the highest degree of Irrigation efficiency. The City continues to implement these systems as 
new projects develop. Employing technologies such as drip irrigation and smart irrigation controllers enables 
precise water delivery to plants, minimizing waste and ensuring that water is used only where and when it is 
needed. Additionally, regular maintenance and monitoring of irrigation systems can help identify leaks and 
inefficiencies, further reducing water consumption. By implementing these and other water conservation 
measures in park design, such as the Inclusion of drought-tolerant plant species, minimizing underutilized turf 
areas, and building modem, water-efficient Infrastructure, the City can continue to reduce water consumption 
and ensure the long-term sustainability of the parks system.

Sustainable Landscaping
Ore of the key aspects of desert park design is sustainable landscaping. This involves selecting native 
plant species that are adapted to arid conditions, thereby reducing the need for excessive irrigation and 
maintenance. Native plants have evolved to thrive in desert environments and require less water, fertilizer, 
and maintenance, making them ideal for promoting water conservation in park design. Balancing native plant 
species with other natural and structural shade opportunities will be paramount to successful park design.

Stormwater Management
In desert regions, where rainfall events are sporadic but intense, proper stormwater management becomes 
crucial. Implementing sustainable stormwater management techniques where possible, such as rainwater 
harvesting, bioswales, and permeable pavements, can help capture and store rainwater for later use, reducing 
the reliance on potable water sources for irrigation purposes. In some parks, the city utilizes Its lakes for 
irrigation storage and assist in the capture of rainwater.

• • • . •• • •
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Education and Outreach
Environmental resilience and water conservation efforts in desert park design should be accompanied by 
education and outreach programs. Raising awareness among park visitors about the importance of water 
conservation and sustainable practices can foster a sense of responsibility and encourage behavioral changes. 
Additionally, educational signage, guided tours, and interactive exhibits can showcase the park’s commitment 
to environmental stewardship.

Designing desert parks with a focus on environmental resilience and water conservation is not only essential 
for the sustainability of the city’s park system but also for the well-being of its residents. By incorporating 
water-efficient strategies, sustainable landscaping, and effective stormwater management. Scottsdale parks 
can evolve to serve as models for sustainable development and inspire visitors to adopt environmentally- 
conscious practices. Emphasizing the importance of environmental resilience and water conservation in desert 
park design ensures the preservation of our parks and the availability of these spaces for future generations to 
recreate.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PRESERVE, OPEN SPACES, AND 
CONSERVATION PARKS ^

One of the highest identified amenities identified during the parks and recreation outreach was conservation of 
nature areas, open space, and trails.

The city of Scottsdale in 1985 promised its citizens that the McDowell Sonoran Preserve would be accessible for 
everyone’s enjoyment for this generation and future generations. Today the Preserve provides hikers, mountain 
bikers, and equestrians the opportunity to have access to and experience over 34,000 protected acres of the 
Sonoran Desert and the McDowells Mountains.

Similar to the perception of the shared-use pathway system, the McDowell Sonoran Preserve and Pinnacle Peak 
Park are viewed by the public to be part of the City's park system and assumed to be operated and maintained 
by the Parks department, however these two widely utilized, open space amenities are administered under the 
City's Preserve section. Like the Parks and Recreation board the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission aids 
City staff to make recommendations to City Council regarding preservation strategy, funding, land acquisition, 
educational programming, master planning, and other preserve-related items.

mm mi
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-ttie History of theTdilf^^^f?f®$i/il^^r'^noran Presef^ 
and Pinnacle Peak Park .‘ , I

The formation of the preserve is another example of a visionary project led by the citizens working with City 
leadership to quickly find a way to acquire land and make policy changes to expand and protect the McDowell 
Preserve boundary for future generations to experience. The story of the Preserve has been documented 
and parallels the vision and approach of the greenbelt concept for the Indian 6end Wash. The Indian Bend 
Wash Greenbelt project provided the roadmap for the McDowell Sonoran Preserve as both projects turned 
visionary ideas into reality. Both projects share similarities as each were citizen initiatives, voter approved 
and open space/recreation-based projects. Both included land acquisition challenges and utilized transfer 
of development densities allowing the City to work with landowners and developers to protect and preserve 
natural features, The following timeline shows how the City was able to acquire and protect the McDowell 
Preserve in a short 25 years.

1972

; Scottsdale City Council gave the go-ahead to city Parks Director L.B. Scacewater to apply 
to develop a 1.280-acre city park in the McDowell Mountains, following presentation of a 

- . V-; i land plan done by Taliesin West/Aubrey Banks and Charles Montooth. “The proposed park 
■ -ii< is located in the far southeast corner of the McDowell Mountains ranch with elevations
: j varying from 1,400 to 4,000 feet. The architects said that if the City acquires the park 
• V' ' land every effort should be made to keep the especially scenic, rugged unspoiled desert 
'; . ^ region in its natural state. Dominating the park on the west is 4.034-foot McDowell

Peak which has yet been untouched by man, according to the architects. The architects 
suggested many uses for the parks including hiking, riding, bicycling, camping, picnicking, 

^educational trips, target shooting, wildlife chotography and bird watching."

|Hh In May, the City leased land from the federal Bureau of Land Management to develop a 
B||S future park in the McDowell Mountains.

mi The City creates a Hillside ordinance to try to protect the McDowell Mountain area from 
development. The ordinance was revised in 1978 and 1979 and was challenged in the
courts for the next decade.

m. If
The City of Scottsdale was issued a Land Patent from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
for 960 acres with the geographic name listed as Scottsdale Mountain Park. With no road 
access, it was not used as a park but became one of the first parcels dedicated within the 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve in October 1994.
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Jerry Nelson and the Pinnacle Peak Land Co., along with the State Land Department, 
announced that Pinnacle Peak would be set aside for a City park. The park eventually 
opened in April 2002. V

The Scottsdale City Council approved the rezoning of five square miles (2,480 acres) in the 
Pinnacle Peak area, with the 185-acre Pinnacle Peak landmark being dedicated to the city 
by the landowner/developer. Pinnacle Peak Land Company. According to the June 1986 
Scottsdale Citizen, "The incorporation of Pinnacle Peak into the city’s park system achieves 
a major city goal and will provide continued public access to the Peak, which has been a 
popular attraction for hiking and rock climbing."

1990

McDowell Sonoran Land Trust is formed to urge protection of the McDowell Mountains 
from development. The group was formed to act as a facilitator to gain public access and 
protect the McDowells and portions of the Sonoran Desert for the enjoyment of alt future 
generations.

1991

The City creates the Environmental Sensitive Lands Ordinance (ESLO) to replace the 
Hillside ordinance. The ESLO is a legally acceptable policy developed by an advisory 
committee of Scottsdale residents and City staff. The ordinance provides a constitutionally 
appropriate way to protect mountainsides from residences with consideration to private 
ownership rights. The ESLO did not prohibit development on the mountains, but tried 
to utilize density incentives similar to the Indian Bend Wash approach to encourage 
landowners to focus development on flatter portions of their land. The only way to protect 
the McDowells from development would be through land acquisition.

J993 . • . • " • • . • •
The McDowell Mountain Task Force is formed to define the public interest in and goals 
for mountains, develop concepts for conservation of and recreation in the mountains, and 
assess issues associated with achieving goals included funding, legal tools, ownership, 
needed facilities, liability, maintenance, and intergovernmental coordination. The task 
force provides City Council with a recommended action plan to achieve the identified 
community goals for the McDowell Preserve.

• •
• •

• • • •

1994

At an historic Oct. 3 Scottsdale City Council meeting on the outdoor deck at Brett's Barn at 
WestWorld, the Council authorized establishment of the McDowell Sonoran Preserve.

1994

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission is formed. The commission with the 
assistance of city staff, makes recommendations to City Council regarding Preserve 
related items.

1995

Even with the ESLO the only way to ensure 
protection of the preserve from development is 
through land acquisition. Scottsdale City Council 
authorizes a special election to enact voters to 
decide on a proposition to increase the sales tax 
0.2 percent to provide funding for a period of 30 
years for land acquisition within the recommended 
study boundary for the preserve based on the 
recommendation of the preserve commission. 
Voters passed proposition 400 with a strong 
support of 64%.

j
fi

City utilizes revenue bonds for preserve land 
acquisition providing assurance that preserve land 
would be permanently protected.

1999

City authorizes the use of up to $200 million in general obligation bonds for land 
acquisition. City develops the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Access Area Report providing 
standards and guidance for access and trail development within the preserve.
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‘ Pinnacle Peak was established as a 150-acre City park, opened to

■“’,"''■2002

„ The City was awarded Arizona Parks and Recreation Association’s Natural Resources I 
^ Award for Pinnacle Peak Park.

2003 ^ ^

The WestWorld Trailhead was dedicated June 7, which was National Trails Day. Mayor Mary 
Manross cut the ribbon; City Manager Jan Dolan emcees the event. The $600,000 trailhead 
and public equestrian facility was built to connect to trails in the McDowell Sonoran |;t'4^5i ' ''L’-t.-'j
Preserve. K

2004 '%■.

The voters approved 0.15% tax to purchase land and provide preserve amenities within the ■
McDowell Mountain Preserve. The City was authorized the use of $500 million in general I 
obligation bonds for land acquisition and preserve amenities. I
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Today the Preserve includes over 34,000 acres providing integrated open space with regional linkages to Tdnto 
National Forest and McDowell Mountain Regional Park. The preserve includes over 235 miles of trails with 12 
trailheads providing public access along the perimeter boundary. Figures 7 and 8 provide the access and trail 
maps for the north, central, and south portions of the Preserve.

28a

Figure 7: McDowell Sonoran Preserve North Map—--------------------- ------ ...... Figure 8; McDowell Sonoran Preserve North Map
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ENV RONMENTAL RES LIENCE

• Right-of-way/Medians; Upgrade irrigation technology for resilience and water efficiency

Mid Term
• Consider more resilient slope treatments to handle flows in Indian Bend Wash Parks

• Parks: Upgrade irrigation technology for resilience and water efficiency

Short Term
• Implement a tree replacement program to ensure lifecycle of mature trees and adequate 

natural shade

• Map irrigation system throughout the City map. GIS everything, have an aS'built, evaluate 
which sites need a pump, look to narrow the water windows

• Messaging to the general public that includes education on steps the City is taking to make 
water efficient decisions and efforts

• Parks and Recreation to be a major stakeholder in the Shade and Tree Study project 
planning and implementation of recommendations

• Partner with Water department and Sustainability department on consistent messaging

*
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Increased provision of indoor 
recreation opportunities 

through existing City venues 
and partnerships

dry

More splash pads 
located across the city

)K,tal
More outdoor shaded 
space and bolstered 
approach to shade
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Increased aquatics 
opportunities

nBHn
Reinvest in indoor facilities to 
meet modern programming 

needs

iHi

Create additional indoor 
recreation spaces, as 

lack of space is limiting 
gi types and frequency of

programs
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IMPORTANCE OF SHADE IN OUR PARKS

Shade plays a vital role in desert park design, as it provides relief from the intense heat and harsh sun exposure 
that are characteristic of our Arizona climate. Incorporating shade structures and mature vegetation in desert 
parks not only enhances visitor comfort but also promotes the overall sustainability and usability of these 
outdoor spaces.

User Comfort and Safety
In the summer, our parks can experience extreme temperatures, making them uncomfortable for visitors. 
Providing ample shade through structures like ramadas, shade sails, and canopies creates comfortable areas of 
respite for relaxation, socializing, and recreational activities and helps to ensure the enjoyment and well-being of 
park visitors.

Increased Park Usage
The availability of shade in desert parks encourages more frequent and prolonged park visits. Visitors are more 
likely to engage in outdoor passive recreation activities, such as walking, jogging, and picnicking, when shaded 
areas are provided. By creating comfortable spaces, shade encourages community members to utilize the park, 
fostering social interaction and promoting a healthier lifestyle.

Preservation of Natural Resources
Shade in desert parks contributes to the preservation of natural resources, particularly water. By reducing the 
ground's exposureto direct sunlight, shade helps to minimize evaporation and retain soil moisture. This, in turn, 
reduces the amount of water needed for irrigation, leading to more sustainable water usage and conservation 
efforts.

Mitigation of Urban Heat Island Effect
In desert regions, the urban heat island effect characterized by higher temperatures in built-up areas compared 
to surrounding rural areas, can exacerbate the already intense heat. By incorporating shade in desert park 
design, the urban heat Island effect can be mitigated. Shade structures and tree canopies help reduce surface 
temperatures, provide cooling effects, and create microclimates that offer respite from the heat.

Parks and Recreation 
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Ecological Benefits
Shade in desert parks supports the growth of vegetation, contributing to ecological balance. Trees and plants 
provide habitats for wildlife, improve air quality by absorbing pollutants, and reduce carbon dioxide levels 
through photosynthesis. Additionally, shaded areas act as natural cooling zones, which can attract and sustain 
a variety of plant and animal species, enhancing the biodiversity of the park.

The incorporation of shade in desert park design is essential for ensuring visitor comfort, promoting park 
usage, preserving natural resources, mitigating the urban heat island effect, and supporting ecological 
balance. By providing shaded areas through structures and vegetation, desert parks become more inviting, 
sustainable, and resilient spaces. The integration of shade not only enhances the visitor experience but also 
contributes to the long-term preservation and well-being of the park’s ecosystem.
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Community centers, multi-generational centers, and recreation centers serve as essential community hubs, 
providing a wide range of indoor recreation opportunities. These facilities play a crucial role in promoting 
physical activity, social interaction, and overall well-being. The city's existing community centers serve 
important purposes, but in many cases, their spaces are not conducive to the modern needs of residents and 
programs. Creating updated multi-generation centers that Include multi-use rooms, indoor track, multi-use 
gym space, and aquatics provides a campus-like feel that bolsters a sense of community pride and serves as a 
one-stop-shop for recreation for the whole family.

Promoting Physical Activity and Healthy Habits for Residents
Indoor recreation opportunities provided by recreation centers encourage individuals of all ages and abilities 
to engage in physical activity. Activities such as swimming, basketball, indoor soccer, fitness classes, and 
indoor rock climbing provide an alternative to outdoor activities, particularly in regions with extreme weather 
conditions or limited outdoor space. Regular physical activity has numerous health benefits, including 
improved cardiovascular health, weight management, and reduced risk of chronic diseases.

All-Weather Access/b//(fy
Recreation centers offer a temperature-controlled environment that allows individuals to participate in 
recreational activities regardless of weather conditions. This is particularly important in regions like Scottsdale 
where it can be difficult to recreate outdoors on summer days due to extreme temperatures. By providing 
indoor spaces for activities, recreation centers ensure that individuals can maintain their exercise routines and 
recreational pursuits throughout the year, promoting consistency and adherence to a healthy lifestyle.

Community Bu/7dmg: and Social interaction
Recreation centers serve as gathering places for community members of all ages, fostering social interaction 
and community cohesion. These facilities provide opportunities for individuals to meet, socialize, and engage in 
shared activities, thereby enhancing the sense of belonging and connection within the community. Community 
events, group classes, and team sports organized by recreation centers promote teamwork, camaraderie, and 
the development of social networks.

Parks and Recreation 
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Diverse Recreation Options
Indoor recreation facilities are often designed to serve multiple functions and therefore can be programmed 
to offer a wide range of activities to cater to diverse interests and abilities. Recreation centers provide options 
for individuals with varying preferences and skill levels. This diversity provides opportunities for residents 
to try new programs, find programs that suit their schedules and interests, and provide larger spaces to 
accommodate larger class sizes to meet increasing demands.

Youth Development and Education
Recreation centers often offer programs and activities specifically designed for youth, promoting their 
physical, social, and cognitive development. These programs may include after-school activities, summer 
camps, educational workshops, and sports leagues. By engaging In these activities, youth develop important 
life skills such as teamwork, leadership, discipline, and problem-solving, fostering their personal growth and 
academic success.

Recreation centers and indoor recreation opportunities are vital for promoting physical activity, social 
Interaction, and overall well-being within communities. These facilities provide all-weather accessibility, 
diverse recreation options, and programs for youth development and education. By investing in and supporting 
recreation centers, communities can create inclusive spaces that encourage active lifestyles, foster community 
connections, and contribute to the overall health and happiness of residents.
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YEAR-ROUND SPORTS TOURISM

Scottsdale has always valued sports tourism. City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation understands the need for 
sports tourism as an economic driver and the benefits it generates for residents. These opportunities are often 
more plentiful in high season, however, leveraging other recreation spaces may be key in providing year-round 
sports tourism opportunities.

Economic Impact
Year-round sports tourism brings significant economic benefits to the parks system and the surrounding 
community. Hosting sports events attracts participants, spectators, and their accompanying families, who 
spend money on accommodations, meals, transportation, and local amenities. This influx of visitors stimulates 
the local economy, supporting local businesses and generating revenue for the parks system to maintain and 
enhance its facilities.

Facility Utilization
Year-round sports tourism helps maximize the utilization of parks and recreational facilities. By hosting sports 
events throughout the year, these facilities are utilized more frequently, ensuring that the investment in 
their construction and maintenance is fully optimized. This increased usage also creates a need for ongoing 
maintenance and improvement, which further enhances the quality and attractiveness of the parks system. 
Creating or renovating indoor recreation spaces would provide the city with increased opportunity for year- 
round sports tourism. Also, increased leverage of WestWorld as a recreation facility would provide additional 
opportunities to attract sports tourism.

Community Engagement
Year-round sports tourism fosters community engagement and social cohesion. Hosting sports events 
encourages local residents to participate as athletes, volunteers, or spectators, promoting a sense of pride 
and unity within the community. Moreover, these events provide opportunities for people of all ages and 
backgrounds to come together, interact, and build relationships, strengthening the social fabric of the 
community.

Tourism Promotion
Year-round sports tourism enhances the reputation and visibility of the parks system and the community as 
a whole. Hosting high-profile sports events attracts media attention, which can lead to increased tourism and 
positive publicity. This exposure not only benefits the parks system but also promotes the community as an 
attractive destination for future sports events, tourists, and potential residents.

Year-round sports tourism plays a vital role in the success and sustainability of the parks system. It brings 
economic benefits, maximizes facility utilization, fosters community engagement, promotes health and 
well-being, and enhances tourism promotion. By embracing year-round sports tourism, parks systems can 
strengthen their position as valuable community assets while providing opportunities for individuals to enjoy 
sports, recreation, and a higher quality of life.
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RECREATION PROGRAM ANALYSIS

BerryDum analyzed the City of Scottsdale's recreation program offerings to evaluate the effectiveness of its 
community recreation facilities and services. This evaluation aimed to answer key questions about the City's 
programs and services, such as:

• What are the core programs, and do they align with community desires?

• Does the mix of recreation programs meet community needs?

# What challenges might prevent the City from delivering high-quality programs/services?

• Does the City allocate an appropriate number of resources to recreation?

To help ensure an accurate assessment, BerryDunn used the most recent participation data from 2023. 
BerryDunn inventoried City programs using registration data, program guides, and other marketing materials 
to provide a thorough analysis of program delivery. The evaluation concluded that the recreation program is 
highly functional and successfully delivers high-quality programs and services to more than 75% of Scottsdale 
residents.

Organization of Recreation Programs and Services
The City delivers recreation services across a variety of program areas and primarily through three functional 
areas: Recreation. Aquatics, and the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park.

Recreation Program Areas and Locations
Programs are primarily offered at facilities managed by the Recreation Division, the Aquatic Division, or 
McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park. While there are occasional opportunities under the Sports & Tourism 
Division, professional sports facilities are not included in this analysis. Table 1 shows program and activity 
locations and functional areas under the Recreation and Aquatic divisions.

Table 1: Scottsdale Recreation and Aquatic Program Locations

Recreation Division 
Leisure Education/Facility Reservations
Eldorado Community Center
Chaparral Community Center____________________
Adult/Youth Sports
Scottsdale Ranch Park/!ndian Sch(K>l Park/Club Social

Youth Development
Mountain View Community Center
Horizon Community Center
Special Events
Adaptive Services

Aquatic Division

McDowell Mtn. Ranch Aquatic and Fitness Center
Cactus Aquatic and Fitness Center
Eldorado Aquatic and Fitness Center
Chaparral Aquatic Center

:S':.s4 mi Parks and Recreation 
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DELIVERY OF CORE SERVICES

The needs assessment survey revealed that Scottsdale residents believe community events are the most 
important public recreation activities. These were followed by programs for adult fitness and wellness, arts and 
culture, recreation and fitness for older adults, and performing arts. Other important activities Included adult 
sports, stage performances, pet-friendly programs, volunteer opportunities, outdoor fitness and adventure 
programs, and older adult trips and activities.

The survey compared the importance residents place on these programs with the extent to which their 
needs are unmet. This analysis provides an objective mechanism for prioritizing investments in current or 
new activities, aligning closely with the community’s demonstrated needs. The priority investment ratings 
for the most desired activities are shown on the next page, as illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, which highlight 
the greatest needs for programs or activities and the number of households reporting partially met or unmet 
needs. This is defined as Priority Investment Ratio or PIft The figures both demonstrate that generally, the 
most important activities are also those with the greatest unmet needs.

The following list illustrates those activities that are both most important and have the greatest unmet need;

• •
Community Events

PIR = 200

Arts and Cultural 
Programs

•

Performing Arts 
Programs
PIR = 122

Outdoor Adventure 
Programs

PIR = 115

Volunteer
Opportunities

Q

•s

09
• •

Adult Fitness
and Wellness Programs

PIR = 169

Older Adult and 
Fitness Programs

PIR = 125

Stage Performance

PIR = 116

Outdoor Fitness 
Programs

PIR = 111

Adult Sports

PIR = 108

A
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Figure 1; Percentage of households that have a need for each program

Community events

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Arts and cultural programs

Performing arts programs

Stage performances

Adult sports
Volunteer opportunities

Environmental education programs

Older adult and fitness programs
Outdoor skiUs/safety courses

Pet-friendly programming
Outdoor adventure programs

Outdoor fitness programs

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

67%

50%

49%

47%

44%

43%

39%

38%

38%
34%

34%

34%

33%

30%

by percentage of respondents

Figure 2: Estimated number of households whose needs are only partially met or not met

Community events

Outdoor skills/safety courses

Outdoor adventure programs

Arts and cultural programs

Outdoor fitness programming

Adult fitness and wellness programs

Stage performances

Performing arts programs

Older adult and fitness programs

Volunteer opportunities

Canoeing/kayaking/stand-up paddle 
boarding
Mobile or "pop'Up" education programs
Adult sports

Older adult trips/other targeted older 
adult programs

33.964

30.205

29.771

28.894

27,970

27.045

26.362

2^352

26.069

25.929

25,262

tm
.TOT

-h
24.995

23,472

i I 23.073

olds

J
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PROGRAM PARTICIPATION AND DESIRES

The needs assessment survey indicated that more than 75% of Scottsdale residents participate in City- 
provided programs, activities, or events (Figure 3), and more than 90% of respondents rated them as good or 
excellent (Figure 4).

Figure 3: Participation in City-offered recreation activities

L L L

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Figure 4: Quality rating of City-offered programs, activities, and events

Excelent

Good

Far

Poor

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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PROGRAM AREA PARTICIPATION

Special everts saw the greatest level of participation in 2023 (65% of all registration). To accurately count 
participation in each program service area, BerryDunn analyzed both unique registrations and actual 
participation. Actual participation is counted in participant contacts, which are the number of times the 
individual took part in the class or activity. For instance, one child registering for a camp that meets five times 
would be one registration and five contacts. Contact hours help better contextualize the effort required to 
provide a service than individual registrations.

Table 2; Scottsdale 2022 and 2023 program/activity registration and total activity hours

Core Program Service Area 

Adaptive recreation (programs)

Adult sports

Aquatics

Health and fitness

Leisure and education

Special events

Program/
Activity

Registration

2.309

Percentage of I Total Contact 
Registration I Hours

18,716

2%

20%

7.468_

6,246

5276

8%

400

192,777

5.843

r 53,793

7%
6%

5.238

5,544
57%

Total 93,810 100%

264

210,066

*SpecM dvenis at the McCormick-StHIman Railroad Park account for most registered speciet events 151.476participants or 96% of the total)

• •
• •
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CAPACITY TO DELIVER RECREATION PROGRAMS: WAITING 
LISTS
Several programs — notably aquatics, tennis, and leisure and education — had significant waiting lists in 2023 
(Table 3). Highly populated waiting lists demonstrate significant unmet need and lost revenue opportunities.

Table 3: Recreation program waiting list

Core Service Levels

Special events*

Adaptive recreation

Adult sports

Aquatics

Leisure and education

Pickleball

Senior services

Sum of 
Maximum 

Enrollment in 
ACTIVENet

85.244
1.573

Sum of Total 
Enrolled

53.703

1.274

Sum of Total 
Waitlisted

264
32

2,230 1.801 113

9,329 7,468 2,297

16,858 11,768 929

453 378 24

4,281

Tennis

[
5.281

2,202

4,564

22

1,077

Grand Total 125.249 83,156 4,758

PROGRAM SEGMENTATION BY AGE GROUP

There is no definitive percentage of programs that should be offered for any given age group; these decisions 
are guided by the City's values and policies. However, data from the needs assessment survey indicate a 
potential gap in programs and services for adults and older adults.

Comparing age demographics to program enrollment can provide insight into the appropriate mix of program 
opportunities. In Scottsdale, 84.8% of the population is 18 and older, including adults and older adults. 
However, only 68% of programs and 49% of actual registrations cater to this demographic. In contrast, 
children, pre-teens, and teens, who make up just 15.2% of the population, are offered 33% of all programs. 
Notably, actual registrations per population were highest among children aged 0-6 years in 2023.

Table 4: Age Group Program Segmentation

Age Groups Ages

Children
Pre-Teens

Teens

Adults

0-6

7-12

13-17

Percentage 
of Program 

Offered

11%

5%

Percentage 
of Program 
Enrollment

25%

5%

Scottsdale Percentage 
of Population by Age 

Group

5%

5.3%

17% 21% 4.9%
18 and olderr Total 100%

67%

100%

49%

100%

84.8%

100%
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BARRIERS TO PARTICIPATIONp
Survey respondents indicated that full classes, inconvenient times, and not knowing about activities 
represented the greatest barriers to participation (Table 5).

. *

Table 5: Greatest Barriers to Participation

Barriers to participation in programs, events, and activities

Classes/programs/events are fuU

Times of offerings are inconvenient

i do not know what is offered

Facilities are too far from my home

Percentage who reported the 
barrier

25.14%

21.80%

19.36%

15.24%

..i Parks and Recreation 
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PROGRAM NEEDS AND DESIRES

The needs assessment survey highlighted several programs and activities that residents desire. These 
preferences were echoed by the 197 individuals who provided open-ended comments. The most repeated 
desires-pickleball, disc golf, and dog park social experiences—were mentioned significantly more often than 
other items on the list.

Future Recreation Program Desires

# Pickleball opportunities, additional courts

• Disc golf opportunities

• Dog parks to create social experiences

• Better lap swim times

• Additional swimming opportunities

• Photography classes, techniques

• Beach volleyball opportunities

mmi

* Additional senior strength training classes

• Volunteer opportunities

• Homeschool programs

ti?
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SCOTTSDALE’S INVESTMENT IN RECREATION PROGRAM 
DELIVERY

The City allocates staffing and resources to deliver parks and recreation programs. Table 6 illustrates growth 
in staffing levels since 2018, covering both pre- and post-COVID-19 periods. Appropriate staffing ievels are 
determined by programs and activities offered, as weil as the number of faciiities. and are often impacted 
by the number of aquatic facilities. Given the Community Services organizational structure, a more accurate 
assessment can be found by examining the entire department in the organizational and financial assessment 
section of this master plan.

Both full-time (FT) and part-time (PT) staffing to support recreation have increased over time as the 
department recovered from the COVIO-19 pandemic. Staffing for the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park and 
Adaptive Recreation is not included in Table 6 for 2018 and 2019. Additionally, staffing for the MSRR Is not 
included for FY 2020 and 2021.

Table 6: City of Scottsdale recreation staffing and trends

FY2020

FY 2021

FY2023 {Budgeted)

'Si! Parks and Recreation 
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FT Tota

FY20ia 39 39 430

39 371 410FY 2019

45 414 459

46 383 429

FY 2022 54 364 418 • •■ •
62 403 465

• •• •• • • •

• • •
• ft

ft •

ft • ft

• ft •

ft •
ft ft

ft ft

TAX-SUPPORTED INVESTMENT IN RECREATION

The taX'Supported investment In recreation is reduced by department-generated revenues; Table 7 shows 
revenues, expenses, the general fund subsidy, and the direct cost recovery for recreation from 2019 to 2023. 
Except for 2020, which was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the direct cost recovery ranges from 50% to 
57%.

Table 7: Recreation program revenues, expenses, and direct cost recovery

Overall Recreation Program

Revenues

Expenses

Personnel costs

Commodities/supplies

Contracts 
Totalexpensee

Net income/direct cost recovery

Actuals Budget

FT 2019 FY2020 FY2021 FY2022 FY2023

$2,046,167 $2,344,850 $2,948,489$2,620,896 $1,725,790

$3,755,898 $4,027,272 $3,171,188 $4,110,075 $4,086,988

$243,848 $241,159 $210,791

$1,027620 $1,002,728 $940,397 $1,005,732 $992,980

$230,521

$5,271,159

50%

$225,764

41% 52% 51% 57%

An assessment of revenues per capita offers valuable insight into whether the funds generated through taxes 
and fees are adequate. The National Recreation and Park Association’s 2024 Agency Performance Review 
indicates that similar departments to Scottsdale should receive between $2.75 and $23.09 revenue per capita, 
with a median of $9.70. Scottsdale’s 2023 budget projects revenues of $11.92 per resident, which exceeds the 
median. Given Scottsdale's high household income, there might be room to increase program fees in the future.

Tax support for recreation programs, ranging from 43% to 50%. suggests that fees for non-city residents 
could be higher. Currently, fees charged to non-residents are approximately 30%-35%. which is insufficient to 
prevent Scottsdale taxpayers from subsidizing these users. In 2023, the subsidy per recreation registrant was 
$26.59.
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CORE RECREATION PROGRAM SERVICE AREAS

Programs, events, and activities are primarily offered across nine service areas. These service areas are 
categorized differently from how programs are tracked and budgeted (Table 8).

<;»»SCOTTSDAli ^ PARKS! RECREATION 306

Table 8: City of Scottsdale Program Service Areas

Program Service Area

Tots classes

Youth camps and programs

Program Type

Art
dance
sports
yoga

Youth classes

Dance
sports clinics 
gymnastics 

hobbies and interest 
music

first aid and safety
day camps

Summer camps 
out'of-school camps 

volunteer youth program (14-17) 
teen camps

Adult classes

Aquatics

Arts and crafts 
photography 

hobbies and interest 
music

life events (trusts, estate planning) 
communication and language 

dog obedience
dance (ballroom, ballet, line dancing) 

fitness and health 
(yoga, tai chi, zumba, pilates)

Adult learn to swim 
dive lessons 

youth learn to swim 
recreational dive and swim teams 

water aerobics/water fitness 
lifeguard training programs 

events

Age Group

0-6 Years old

5-17 Years old

5-17 Years old

14 Years and older

All ages

Program Service Area

Adaptive Recreation

Adult Sports

Fltrtess Centers/Club SAR

Special Events

Program Type

Holiday celebrations 
dances

tents by the tracks 
cooking skills 

special Olympics 
dancing

Basketball 
flag football 

kickball 
coed softball 
men's softball 

indoor volleyball 
sand volleyball 
tennis lessons 
tennis leagues 

pickleball

Barre workout 
kickboxing 

spin
rowing/boot camp 

yoga

Age Group

All ages

18 Years and older

Age 14 to adult

Mccormick-stillman railroad park events 
city wide special events All ages
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• Diversifying event offerings to cater to a broader spectrum of age groups, particularly younger 
audiences, could generate enthusiasm. This entails curating events tailored to the preferences of 
millennials and Generation Xers.

The citywide special events and the McCormick-Stlllman Railroad Park workgroups primarily organize special 
events. These include the Spring Bonanza for Easter, a fail festival focused on Halloween, and the Parks & 
Recreation Rewind event, which creatively celebrates a past decade. Many smaller neighborhood events are 
held as well.

Event staff not only produce these events but also manage an inventory of equipment, some of which is aging 
and will need replacement soon and in the future. The special events team also supports other City programs 
by providing audio-visual and event equipment. Despite the large inventory, there are no stage or portable 
generators.

The special events team organizes two dive-in movies at swimming pools per year, along with other outdoor 
movies, concerts, and creative community events in parks and facilities.

• Helping ensure a more balanced geographical distribution of events across the city is imperative. It is 
essential to provide event opportunities in every district to promote inclusivity and accessibility.

• Infusing constant Innovation into event programs, introducing fresh events, exploring new venues, 
and nurturing a culture of creativity are vital for engaging the community and helping ensure event 
relevance over time.

• Enhancing local park use by organizing intimate neighborhood gatherings could be highly welcomed. 
Fostering a sense of community through such events can cultivate ownership and inspire volunteerism 
benefiting both fundraising initiatives and program execution.

• Promoting community health and well-being through events are likely to resonate with attendees. 
Prioritizing activities that promote physical and mental wellness can contribute positively to the 
community’s overall quality of life.

• Staffing appears to be the greatest challenge because citywide events are coordinated by one FT 
employee with the assistance of two PT staff.

• The program is not supported by a marketing budget.

1.- .

mA

• Parking to support citywide events can be a challenge—similar to comparable communities across the 
United States,
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MCCORMICK-STILLMAN RAILROAD PARK SPECIAL EVENTS

The distinctive aspect of the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park special events model lies in its ticketed format. 
M/hich not only generates significant revenue but also enhances the overall user experience compared to drop- 
in events. These special events include approximately 10 outdoor concerts and an elaborate holiday lighting 
display. They play a crucial role in generating essential revenue streams vital for supporting and sustaining the 
park’s daily operations.

Outdoor concerts typically attract between 2,000 and 3,000 attendees per show, with the largest turnout 
occurring during the July 4 concert. Notably, a substantial 96% of all special event participants originate from 
events hosted at the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park.

Aquatic Programs
Aquatic programs and services are offered at four distinct swimming pools: Chaparral Park Aquatic Center, 
Eldorado Aquatic & Fitness Center. Cactus Aquatic & Fitness Center, and McDowell Mountain Ranch Park 
Aquatic Center. Participation levels at each pool are similar. Despite differences in operating hours, staff work 
to ensure at least one public pool is available for recreational swimming every day of the week.

Instructional swimming programs typically reach maximum capacity within a day of registration opening, 
with priority given to residents, thereby limiting non-resident participation. Resident fees for pool access are 
modest with charges varying depertding on the specific facility:

• Adult lap swimming: $4

• Child lap swimming; $3

• Recreation swimming-child: $3-$5

• Recreation swimming-adult: $4-$7

• Family pass-pre-sale:$168-$192

• Family passes; $280 to $400

Swimming sessions are offered at a reasonable rate of $40 per session. Moreover, residents might be eligible 
for complimentary swimming lessons in August, depending on the availability of grants and allocated 
resources.

There are substantial waitlists for aquatics programs. In 2023, the aquatics program encountered significant 
unmet demand due to lengthy waitlists. Particularly, there was a high demand for children’s swimming 
instruction, with more than 1,600 swimmers unable to secure immediate enrollment.

Table 9: Aquatic unmet need (waiting lists)

Program

Adult swim instruction
Artistic swim Instruction
Children's swimming instruction
Diving instruction______________
Junior lifeguard program
Thera

Number of Those Waitlisted by Program

72
24

1.664

m
Water exercise

85
17
24
162r Total 2,048

Key Findings: Aquatics

• Staffing and scheduling around staff availability pose significant challenges to delivering aquatics 
services. Recruitment and retention are also major hurdles, especially because lifeguard positions 
require certification prior to hiring, with the City offering service credits. Fortunately, the aquatics 
program boasts a robust junior lifeguard program with more than 60 teens. These teens often become 
part of the lifeguard recruitment program, which typically starts at age 15.

# Recruiting swimming instructors is another significant challenge, leading to a considerable number of 
swimmers being waitlisted each year. In 2023. more than 2,000 individuals primarily seeking children's 
swimming lessons were waitlisted. Limited pool space hampers program expansion efforts.

• The City maintains a positive relationship with the Scottsdale Unified School District, hosting swimming 
teams that bring their own technical equipment for meets. While these events may occasionally disrupt 
regular operating hours, they are widely recognized as valuable community services.

• Special events at pools, such as Bobbing for Pumpkins, attract enthusiastic participation and often sell 
out quickly, reflecting the popularity of similar swimming programs.

• The effectiveness of staff training Is evidenced by the low number of incidents, with fewer than 10 
swimming assists and swimming saves required annually. Regular in-service trainings are conducted to 
maintain proficiency.

# To address maintenance needs, the City may consider introducing a new preventive maintenance staff 
position to mitigate costs associated with deferred maintenance.

• The design phase for the new Cactus aquatic and fitness center (Bond replacement facility) is estimated 
to cost around $60 million and is set to begin soon. The existing pool, constructed In 1987, is nearing the 
end of its useful life, facing increasing maintenance expenses due to leaks and age-related issues.

• Capital investment may also be necessary for upgrading locker rooms, the pool desk, and the roof at the 
McDowell Mountain Ranch Park & Aquatic Center; this is in addition to potential improvements to locker 
rooms, the park building, and additional parking at the Chaparral Park Aquatic Center.

• Each aquatic center houses cardio and weight equipment, which would benefit from a life cycle 
replacement plan to help ensure continued functionality and safety.
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Adaptive Recreation

Adaptive recreation services are primarily managed by two FT employees who are supported by a third 
member and PT assistance. Their responsibilities span four key areas; accommodation, access, inclusion 
services, and direct program delivery. Residents can request accommodation when enrolling in a program or 
activity, and If possible, an inclusion specialist may be assigned. However, due to staffing limitations, not all 
inclusion requests can bo fulfilled.

The team offers a diverse sports program comprising approximately nine activities through Special Olympics, 
which entail significant administrative and communication demands. This workload may warrant the creation of 
another FT position for effective management.

Volunteer support is crucial to program success and could be further expanded with increased utilization. The 
City's comprehensive volunteer orientation, training, application, and background check procedures are used 
to help ensure quality support.

While there is an ongoing initiative for an updated Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) transition plan, 
focusing on an access study may serve the department’s immediate needs more effectively.

Operating primarily from the Adaptive Recreation Center, the team uses various parks and recreation facilities, 
schools, and golf courses. The center's location at Chaparral Aquatic Center Park — near a community center, 
pool, and outdoor areas — is advantageous in providing access to other parks and recreation related assets.

vL
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Key Findings: Adaptive Recreation

• Recruiting PT recreation leaders can be daunting, especially when seeking individuals with the 
necessary qualifications. In 2023. four out of five positions remained unfilled.

# Despite the popularity of programs and activities in the Scottsdale community, the team only fills around 
80% of available spaces, indicating potential for increased participation.

• There are no fees associated with programs and activities, leading to a significant number of registrants 
who fail to attend. Introducing a small fee or deposit may incentivize greater commitment from 
participants.

• Demand for adaptive recreation services has surged since the COVID-IO pandemic.

# There is a clear need for expanded social and recreational offerings. The team may consider enhancing 
its capacity across all areas to accommodate this growth.

• Establishing another facility or center in the northern part of the city could improve access to adaptive 
recreation services.

• Investing in adaptive fitness equipment could enhance future opportunities for patrons.

• Greater focus on adaptive swimming programs is warranted, but it requires certified adaptive recreation 
personnel to help ensure quality service delivery.

7, A

f
hi

7



3 3
: - .Vir/: %

—rrj.... --^■■-g- --g^.- .-.^...•. •

Youth Development (Out-of-School Time)■ m
The youth development program provides a range of camps and activities during school breaks, including 
afterschool programs at school sites and camps during non-school days and summers. The program targets 
two age groups: elementary school programs cater primarily to children aged 6 to 11, and teen programs cater 
to those aged 12 to 14.

Elen 
scho 
appr 
anni.

Ase:

Elementary school programs attract most participants, offering out-of-school activities at both elementary 
schools and community centers. These programs draw in around 50 to 120 children per day at schools and 
approximately 40 children per day at community centers, resulting in more than 75,000 contact days of service 
annually.

As expected, teen programs, designed for students in sixth through eighth grades, see relatively lower 
participation levels and minimal programming compared to elementary school offerings.

Key Findings: Youth Development

• Some programs are organized by age group, while others are categorized by school grade. A more 
uniform approach is needed for consistency.

• The program is performing well and meeting resident needs, particularly in the city's lower-income 
areas.

• The intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with the Scottsdale Unified School District is proving to be 
effective, benefiting both parties and aiding the City in delivering services.

• Space, especially within schools to accommodate programs, can be a challenge. Approximately once 
a month, sports teams using school gymnasiums and other programs are displaced to accommodate 
school-sponsored activities.

• !n the summer, program staff adapt to high temperatures by moving activities indoors.

• The camps feature creative themes and use the pools, although they are not used for instructional 
purposes during camp hours. Various excursions are integrated into the camp schedules.

• Recruiting staff for afterschool hours can be difficult, although long-term staff members are typically 
accessible. Offering summer employment opportunities at the conclusion of the previous summer could 
significantly help the City retain valuable employees.

• The tracking of Youth Development programs in ACTlVENet differs from other programs, and actual 
registration data has not been provided.
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Leisure and Education

The City’s Leisure and Education programs are comprehensive and highly regarded by the community. They 
encompass a wide range of offerings, including programs, classes, and activities catering to young children 
(0-6 years old), adult communication, health and fitness, and various other opportunities. These offerings are 
typically organized into the following categories:

• Dance

• Arts

• Sports fitness

• Hobbies and interests

• Safety

• Music

• Communication

The programs are primarily facilitated by contractors using a formula-based pricing system, ensuring 
consistent cost recovery for each program. Approximately 80 contractors are engaged each session, with a 
streamlined process for generating contracts, facilitated by a short and efficient form. Annually, more than 300 
contracts are executed, supporting around 1,000 different class opportunities per session.

Participation rates are robust, with nearly 12,000 individual registrations received annually and an additional 
900 individuals placed on waiting lists. On average, participants attend each registered program 1.4 times, 
resulting in nearly 17,000 annual contacts. Approximately 25% of participants come from outside the city.

Classes are conducted at various facilities within the parks and recreation system, with senior centers serving 
as primary locations for adult classes.

Key Findings: Leisure and Education

• In the past, budget capacity has posed challenges, but the City maintains flexibility in supporting the 
Leisure and Education program. Staff can adjust budgets to help ensure expense capacity, given the 
program’s high cost recovery.

• Recruiting and retaining instructors can be a hurdle, but Leisure and Education staff excel in recruitment 
efforts and have established relationships with many long-term contracted instructors.

• Currently, contracts are renewed on a per-session basis, but transitioning to annual contracts may offer 
greater efficiency and effectiveness.

# Limited programming space constrains both program expansion and waitlist reduction.

• Implementing performance measures could help convey Leisure and Education services to the 
community. Sample performance measures related to classes are presented in Table 10.
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Adult Sports

Adult sports encompass a diverse range of activities and events, including basketball, softball, tennis, kickball, 
voileyball, and sand volleyball. To gain a more thorough understanding of participation in the adult sports 
program, it is essential to consider both the number of registrants and the frequency of participation per 
person. Participation in leagues is particularly notable (Table 10).

Table 10: Adult sports participation

Sport

Softbal

Number of Individual 
Registrants Number of Contacts

9.255

Basketball

Sand volleyball

Indoor volleyball

Kickball

Flag football

2.080

81,705

34.420

2,370 26,932

Tennis

1.776

1.420

1.080

735

17.076

12,400

10.900

7,344

Total 18716 192,777

For leagues, fees are modest and often fall short of covering the direct costs of providing high-quality 
services. Staff members also allocate field space through permits in limited quantities and are responsible for 
maintaining and preparing the fields before end between games.

In addition to FT staff. 16 site supervisors actively participate In overseeing the leagues and the use of 
facilities. The IGA with the Scottsdale Unified School District helps ensure sufftcient spaces for league play.

Tennis leagues and instructional sessions are highly popular and are available on any of the 31 outdoor courts, 
many of which are equipped with lighting. While some courts are staffed, there is no fee associated with using 
those that are not.

Key Findings: Adult Sports

• Participation in sports programs is very high

• Fees for adult sports are modest, and there is room to increase fees as needed.
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CLUBSAR

Club SAR offers affordable cardio fitness and weight training options, creating a modest level of competition 
within the local fitness market Staff members maintain positive relationships with several other local fitness 
centers. Initially established as a boxing club. Club SAR now operates similarly to a for-profit fitness center.

Membership fees are tailored to reflect the equipment’s age and the quality of the experience, with rates set at 
$4 per day. $20 per month, $50 per quarter, and $99 per year. The annual rate also accommodates temporary 
and seasonal Scottsdale residents. Non-residents are subject to a 30% increase in fees.

Club SAR. situated at Indian School Park, boasts access to around 40 cardio machines and various weight 
training equipment. Open to both adults and teens aged 14 -17 with written parental or guardian permission, 
the club serves approximately 1,700 members annually.

Club SAR Subsidy
Between 2018 and 2019. revenues exceeded $200,000 annually; however, by 2022. they dropped to $75,000. 
Although there was a slight recovery in 2023 with revenues reaching $120,000, the overall trend has been 
downward. Meanwhile, expenses have consistently risen each year, from $225,139 in 2018 to $284,062 in 
the 2023 budget. This widening gap between declining revenues and increasing expenses requires the City’s 
immediate attention. Figure 5 visually illustrates this trend.

Figure 5: Club SAR annual subsidies
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Key Findings: Club SAR

• The primary challenge lies in providing the community with modernized equipment that meets 
contemporary fitness standards.

• The facility requires modernization to maintain competitiveness and relevance In the market.

• As the facility originated as a boxing club, there may be potential to reintroduce boxing into the program 
offerings to cater to a niche market.

• Recent trends in fitness equipment indicate that incorporating competitive and interactive equipment 
can significantly enhance the appeal of a fitness club.

• Weekend operating hours, which are currently limited (closed on Sundays), are based on quantified 
usage data. Further surveying of patrons regarding operating hours may be advisable.

• Using senior-related insurance programs, such as Silver Sneakers, presents a valuable marketing and 
revenue opportunity for the facility.

• Employing a FT recreation leader could help the club deliver a higher level of service.

• Implementing a life cycle replacement program would greatly aid in replacing outdated equipment and 
elevating service standards at the facility.

• Urgent attention is required to address concerning revenue and expense trends.



319

• •

' v'HS- ,
, V’"' ' * '* * JJi

PROGRAM LIFECYCLE

Parks and recreation agencies must acknowledge that certain programs and activities have a finite lifespan 
and require ongoing evaluation. However, the City effectively manages program life cycles. In 2023. only 294 
of more than 3,000 registrations in the ACTIVENet system were below minimum enrollment with only 47 
cancellations.

it is advisable for the City to continue conducting quarterly program audits. This entails tracking programs that 
did not proceed and. after two or three sessions, considering their removal from the program lineup.

Additionally, implementing a service assessment matrix could help determine whether programs are 
best suited to be offered by the City, in partnership with other organizations, or not at all. To facilitate this 
evaluation, a few simple questions should be posed to both participants and staff regarding each program, 
including the following:

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan SCOTTSDALE PARRS <; recreation

PROGRAM ACCESS: SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

To help ensure community members have access regardless of household income, the City provides a 
scholarship program, which seems to be underutilized. Additional marketing efforts could assist in promoting 
the availability of scholarships. In both 2022 and 2023, a total of 224 scholarships were granted at 50% of 
the fees, totaling $4,732 over the two years. While this amount may seem low. it is important to consider 
Scottsdale's high average annual household income of $107,285, compared to $79,851 in Phoenix and $65,712 
in the United States. Scottsdale's per capita income is double the national average, and less than 7% of its 
residents live below the poverty level, approximately half the national average. These statistics underscore the 
relative affluence of Scottsdale residents.
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Figure 6: Program life cycle
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• Is participation increasing or decreasing? If participation is increasing, it could mean that the program 
should be continued. If participation is decreasing, are there steps to take to increase interest through 
marketing efforts, changes to the time/day of the program, format, or Instructor? If not. it may be time to 
discontinue the program.

• Is there information contained in the participation/staff feedback that can be used to improve the 
program?

• Are cost recovery goals being met? If not, can program costs be reduced, or can fees be realistically 
increased?

• Is there another provider of the program that is more suitable to offer it? If yes, the department could 
provide referrals for its customers.

• Are there high cancellation rates? The department can also use cancellation rates to help make 
decisions regarding resource allocation and to focus marketing efforts.
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Table 11: Examples of Program Performance Measures

Performance measure

Number of new classes per 
quarter

Number of program 
cancellations

Participant satisfaction rates

Ongoing patron satisfaction 
surveys

Purpose Outcome

Attract new and returning participants

Keep programming from stagnating a of coordmation
time and marketing budget

Maintain and attract advocates: strong, 
sustainable revenues: and word>of-mouth 

marketing

Encourage high-quality program 
delivery

Receive continuing data to improve programs Survey at least 75% of program 
participants

Parks and Recrea 
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PROGRAM EVALUATION AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES

Successful recreation programs typically track and reF>ort on performance measures to help describe 
successful recreation program delivery. A few examples are included for consideration.

Key Findings: Recreation Assessment
The Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Department encounters comparable challenges to agencies nationwide. 
The following highlights key findings, which, in conjunction with the document's discussion, can offer valuable 
insights into potential recommendations for the master plan.

• Performance measures may greatly assist the department to provide unique, creative, and novel events.

• Given staffing concerns and opportunities for development, adding summer-term internships (one or 
two) are recommended to help provide a new sense of creativity and professional assistance with events. 
The interns could report to city wide events and the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park.

• Special events have limited performance measures and could benefit from more formal goal setting.

# Full program registrations are viewed as an increasing barrier to participation. Finding additional space 
to expand current offerings will continue to be a challenge.

# Hiring and retaining quality staff, both front-line and FT staff, has become increasingly difficult.

• Service gaps exist in the most important recreation activities that also present the highest levels of 
unmet needs.

• Addressing waiting lists is an immediate priority.

• The City may consider a greater focus on adult and older adult programs.

• Non-Scottsdale residents’ participation Is slightly subsidized by the City.

• An ADA access study and plan may greatly benefit the City.
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• • YEAR-ROUND RECREAT ON OPPORTUN T ES

Long Term
• Add a multi-generational recreation center and aquatics facility to Mountain View Park that 

includes an indoor track and indoor court space

Add a multi-generational recreation center at Indian School Park that includes an indoor 
track and indoor court space

• Auditorium and performing art space is at a premium and is not always available, add more 
of these spaces to the system

• Create at least one dedicated large indoor space for leisure education programs, after 
school programs, and summer programs to serve areas south of Mountain View Park 
Community Center

• Provide larger multi-use rooms for indoor rental spaces (200+)

• Relocate skate park at McDowell Mountain Ranch Aquatics Center and expand parking and 
building to create additional indoor recreation space

Mid Term
• Add e-sports room to Horizon Community Center in circular space

• Add more rentable group ramadas in the north area

• A/V, projector, screens, sound in multi-use rooms at all existing community centers

Short Term
• Replace carpet with another more resilient flooring material in multi-use rooms at all 

community centers

4 iTV
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INTRODUCTION
A key component of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan (“Plan") is a Demographic & Recreation Trends 
Analysis. This provides the City of Scottsdale's Parks and Recreation Department (“City") 
insight into the general makeup of the population served and identifies market trends in recreation, (t also 
helps quantify the market in and around the city and understand the types of parks, facilities, and programs/ 
services that are most appropriate to satisfy the needs of residents.

This analysis is tvw-fold - it aims to answer the who and the what First, it assesses the demographic 
characteristics and population projections of city residents to understand who they serve.

Secondly, recreational trends are examined on a national, regional, and local level to understand 
what the population served wants to do. Findings from this analysis establish a fundamental understanding 
that provides a basis for prioritizing the community need for parks, trails, facilities, 
and recreation programs.

(3^ SCOnSDAU ^ PARKS 1 RECREATION 330

LEVEL OF SERVICE - PARK CLASSIFICATIONS

District
70.00 Total Inventory

Neighborhood Parks
* 131.50 Total Inventory

Current: 0.28 acres per 1,000
Need

Recommended. 0.60 acreS per 1,000 Exists

Current: 0.53 acres per 1,000
Need

Recommended: 0.60 acreS per 1,000 Exists

• • Community Parks
233.00 Total Inventory

Current: 0.94 acres per 1,000 @

Recommended: 0.85 acreS per 1,000 standarts

,,(|1 Sports Complex
' /f i 737.50 Total Inventory

Current: 0.56 acres per 7,000 (5^

Recommended; 0.49 acres per 7,000

, . • • •
............................. . • •

• • • • • * •
• • * •

• • •

• • • • • •
* . • . • •

• • • • • •
• • • •• • *

• • • * • •

• • • • •
• • 
• •

• • • •• • • •' • • •• •■• •
• •

II Regional Parks
373.00 Total Inventory

• Special Use Parks
9700 Total Inventory

Current: 7.27 acres per 7,000 (2)
Recommended: 1.19 acreS per 1,000 standards

Current; 0.39 acres per 1,000 @

Recommended: 0.27 acreS per 1,000 standards
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Small Rectangular 
Field
84.00 Total Inventory

Sports Complex 
Rectangular Field
21.00 Total Inventory

Multi-Use 
Diamond Field
72.00 Total Inventory

Outdoor
Basketball Court
40.00 Total Inventory

^ Outdoor
Pickleball Court
29.00 Total Inventory

^ Outdoor
Tennis Court
57.00 Total Inventory

Outdoor Volleyball 
Court (Sand/Grass)
36.00 Total Inventory

Current: 1.00 field per 2,943 
Recommended: 1.00 field per 7,500 Meets

Standards

Current: 1.00 field per 11,772 @

Recommended: 1.00 field per 14,000 standards

Current: 1.00 field per 3,434 @

Recommended: 1.00 field per 7,000 s,a®dards

Current: 1.00 court per 6,180 0
Recommended: 1.00 COUrt per 7,000 stand^ards

(X)
Current: 1.00 court per 8,525 

Recommended: 1.00 COUrt per 5,000

Current: 1.00 court per 4,847
@

Meets
Recommended; 1.00 COUrt per 5,000 stamfards

0
Recommended: 1.00 COUrt per 7,000 stand^ds

Current: 1.00 court per 6,867

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

LEVEL OF SERVICE - OUTDOOR AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

kf Playgrounds
38.00 Total Inventory

p Dog Park/
Off-Leash Area
5.00 Total Inventory

Disc Golf 
Course
1.00 Total Inventory

BMX Park
0.00 Total Inventory

Skate
Park/Plaza
29.00 Total Inventory

Pump Track
0.00 Total Inventory

^^SCOTTSDAIE ® PARKS A RECREATION 332

0
Meets

Standards

Current: 1.00 Site per 6,506 
Recommended: 1.00 Site per 10,000

Current: 1.00 site per 49,443 
Recommended: 1.00 site per 50,000

Current: 1.00 course per 247,215 
Recommended: 1.00 COUrse per 100,000 star^dards

0
Meets

Standards

0

Current; 1.00 site per 150,000 
Recommended: 1.00 Site per 150,000

Current: 1.00 site per 123,608 
Recommended: 1.00 site per 100,000

Current: 1.00 Site per 0 
Recommended: 1.00 site per 150,000

0
Meets

Standards

0
Need
Exists

0
Need
Exists
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Aquatic Center
4.00 Total Inventory

„ Competition Pool 
50-Meter
7.00 Total Inventory

Diving Facility
0.00 Total Inventory

Neighborhood 
or 25-Yard Pool
ZOO Total Inventory

^ Splash Pad
8.00 Total Inventory

Amphitheater
5.00 Total Inventory

Urban Fishing 
Lake
7.00 Total Inventory

iil

Current: 1.00 pool per 49,443 @

Recommended: 1.00 pool per 50,000 standart

Current: 1.00 pool per 123,608 
Recommended: 1.00 pool per 150,000 st^mfards

Current: 1.00 pool per 0 
Recommended; 1.00 pool per 750,000 Exists

Currenf; 1.00 pOOl per 35,316 
Recommended; 0.60 pOO/ per 700,000 Stmlfards

Current: 1.00 Site per 30,902 ®

Need
Recommended: 1.00 Site per 25,000 Exists

Current; 7.00 site per 49,443 
Recommended: 1.00 Site per 50,000

Current: 1.00 Site per 247,215 
Recommended: 0.60 site per 75,000

@
Meets

Standards

0
Meets

Standards

SCOTTSDALE PARKS & RECREATION

LEVEL OF SERVICE - INDOOR COMMUNITY RECREATION 
FACILITY

334

, , , Neighborhood 
Center
34,269.00 Total Inventory

Community

77,258.00 Total Inventory

^ ^ Senior 
<ivA Center
*' ' * 57,372.00 Total Inventory

e Multi-Gen 
'jj' ^ Recreation Center

82,347.00 Total Inventory

Current: 0.14 sq. ft. per person

Recommended: 0.25 sq. ft. per person Need
Exists

Current; 0.37 sq. ft. per person 0* 

Recommended: 0.25 Sq. ft. per person standards

(X'
Current: 0.23 sq. ft. per person 

Recommended: 0.25 sq. ft. per person Exists

fX)Current: 0.33 sq. ft. per persop VV
Need

Recommended; 0.50 SQ. ft. per person Exists

8if
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INCLUSIVE SYSTEM PROMOTING COMMUNITY 
WELLNESS

mm
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Short Term
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Continue greenbelt or other 
dedicated bicycle/pedestrian 
corridor to the north

nm
Offer strongly attended and 
frequent community events 
with the goal of bringing the 
community together
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN 
CONNECTIVITY

Scottsdale's active transportation system utilizes a 
hierarchy of multimodal methods to connect citizens to 
the city. Shared-use pathways and trails both fall within 
the prevue of the City's transportation department, 
providing planning, development, and maintenance for 
these amenities within the city’s active transportation 
network. This system utilizes bike lanes, shared-use 
pathways and trails working together to provide a 
network of connectivity to citywide amenities including 
the park system. The transportation plan provides a 
hierarchy of multi model options utilizing bike lanes 
to help get people and provide access to shared-use 
pathways and trails which separate vehicles from 
bicycles. Based on feedback and comments collected 
during the parks and recreation master plan, walking, 
hiking, and biking activities are among the top priorities 
for the community. The goal for the parks system is to 
have a shared -use pathway system that separates users 
from vehicles and streets to provide safe, connected 
access to the city parks. Once in the parks we heard 
the need to provide separate park pathways outside of 
the shared-use pathways to allow for non-motorized, 
non-electric bike and non-electric scooter use within 
the parks. These separated park-only pathways should 
be concrete pathways, 10 feet wide, and provide looped 
layouts along the park perimeters and throughout the 
park for walkers.

See the link below and Figure 1 for the city of Scottsdale 
current interactive Active Transportation Map. This map 
shows the hierarchy and the interconnectivity of the 
system with connections to the citywide amenities.

https://eservices.scottsdaleaz.gov/maps/public-
amenities#

Figure 1 Provides sn overview of the Scottsdale Active Transportstion 
System

Figure 1: Current interactive Active 
Transportation Map

. ■wU'ru

J21

aIP*

Wm.

[5 a

1
J

Stt gr71

Shir*d Um Path 
mmm, UnpavMl Ttail 

P«v»d Shouldar 
Prwtrv* Trail 
Cartal Sytlam 
CrMilnflS fbrWgps,

X tunnrt^ underpasses or 
ertunced «n75?wala)

m
Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan ^SCOTTSDALE # PARKS i RECREATION 342

2022 Scottsdale Transportation Action Plan (TAP)'

The City's 2022 Transportation Action Plan has been developed to serve, expand, and enhance Scottsdale’s 
on-street and paved path network to provide safe and inviting access for pedestrians, bicyclists and other non- 
motorized users to connect Scottsdale and neighboring communities.

The transportation plan identified the following goats which align with several recommendations identified 
from the parks and recreation plan.

2022 Scottsdale Transportation Action Plan Goals

* Prioritize people, safety, and livability over motor vehicles and travel speed.

• Improve accessibility for all types of transportation and transportation users

• Promote active and healthy living.

• Support sustainability and cost savings by preserving and maintaining existing infrastructure.

* Coordinate intradepartmenlal and interdepartmental projects and leverage funding to plan efficiently 
and economically.

• Close system gaps and improve local and regional connectivity with path systems, trail corridors, and 
transit routes.

• Provide transportation options that support economic vitality.

• Ensure flexibility that can respond to economic development, changing technology, and shifting 
priorities.

• Continually evaluate technology to innovate and implement safer, greener, and more accessible 
transportation solutions.

• Improve environmental sustainability with decisions, programs, and policies that preserve open space, 
reduce traffic congestion, and consume less non-renewable resources.



STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH

343 « •

Focus Group Meetings

The park and recreation planning team conducted a series of focus group meetings with the City's 
transportation and planning team. We heard common themes regarding access, connectivity, and maintenance.

Access/Connectivity
Scottsdale’s street system provides the most direct access to nearly all destinations in 
the city for active transportation users via bike lanes and bike routes. The planning of 
the system utilizes bike lanes and bike routes to allow users direct access to the off- 

V V ^ street shared-use path network.
.9

The off-street network consists of paved shared-use paths and unpaved shared-use 
trails. All shared-use paths and side-paths (adjacent to streets) are open to all non- 

motorized users. Shared-use paths represent an important component of the overall bike network. They 
provide opportunities to ride for users who may not be comfortable riding in the roadway, such as casual 
cyclists, children, families, and older adults.

Ma/ntenance
The transportation group currently maintains the network of on-street and off-street 

— bike facilities, including bike lanes, bike routes, shared-use paths and paved roadway 
^ ^ shoulders. The transportation team spoke about the need to ensure proper separation

distance when planting trees to ensure roots would not cause damage to the shared- 
use pathway. This is a balance that needs to be considered by both groups with new 

existing pathway alignments which should take into account both existing mature 
trees and established root systems as well as new tree planting to ensure proper 

space is provided for full canopy establishment. The team also met with the planning group working on the 
city's shade plan which is looking to provide shaded pedestrian pathways and corridors throughout the City 
and park system.

E/ectnc Bikes, Scooters, Skateboards, and Micro Mob///fy 
^ Devices

^ Another key topic was the use of electric bikes and electric scooters on shared-use
1 pathways. From conversations with the community during the Parks and Recreation

^ \ Master Plan outreach, several people are very confused and concerned regarding
the City’s policy with the use of electric bikes and electric scooters on the shared-use 
pathways within parks. The higher speeds create concerns with safety and feeling 

uncomfortable on these pathways especially within park space. The transportation group Is currently looking to 
widen the shared-use pathways from 10 feet wide to 12 feet wide to provide additional space for electric bikes 
and electric scooters. They are also working on providing updated regulatory signage along the shared-use 
pathway network regarding what is allowed within the shared-use pathway system.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 0scainSDAli PARKS* RECREATION

Electric Bikes

Electric bicycles are divided into three classes. Class 1 and 2 electric bicycles are 
allowed on multiuse paths and sidewalks, but class 3 electric bicycles are not. In 
general. Class 1 and 2 provide assistance up to 20 miles per hour, and Class 3 at 
more than 20 miles per hour. Use of electric bikes are not allowed within the covered 
sidewalks in Old Town Scottsdale.

344

Electric mini scooters

Electric mini-scooters are allowed on shared-use paths and sidewalk. They are 
allowed on public shared-use paths and sidewalks If the scooters are operated with 
care and at a safe speed to avoid colliding with pedestrians and objects.

Shared micro mobility devices including electric bikes, scooters, and electric 
skateboards give residents, employees, and visitors convenient options to get around Scottsdale without a 
vehicle. The City does not have agreements with individual bike or scooter share companies and does not 
charge a fee to operate in Scottsdale. However, the companies may be cited for parking violations by the police 
department as specified by City of Scottsdale Ordinance 4372. Micro mobility riders, just like pedestrians, 
bicyclists and drivers can be cited for moving violations. City staff meet regularly with micro mobility 
companies regarding operation standards and to ensure community concerns are addressed. Feedback from 
the companies and the community help staff evaluate micro mobility device operations and may be used in 
future updates to the City’s ordinance.

■^r

*
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An underground or above-road canal crossing or HAWK crossing at this busy 
arterial intersection (Scottsdale Road & Camelback Road) would allow canal users to 
avoid potential conflict as they cross Camelback and N Scottsdale Road. At the very 
least, prevent right-on-red turns. Or maybe a multi-directional/diagonal crossing so 

users don’t have to go over two sets of crosswalks?

346

What is the status on updating the pedestrian 
bridge at Osborn Park? Five years ago, the Osborn 
planning team included ideas to widen it. Anxiously 

awaiting that implementation!

With all the great work done to 
update the Scottsdale Civic Center area, a 

missed opportunity was not fully connecting 
the Osborn Park space to the greenbelt 

without having to stop at Miller. Maybe build 
a bike bypass and add a widened/dedicated 

bike lane?

• - • • • • ,345 • * * . •• *

Consider incorporating traffic calming along 77th Street between McDowell 
and Oak. The street is straight and thus encourages cars to speed — which is 

dangerous to bicyclists and pedestrians that use 77th Street to access Eldorado Park. 
Consider adding speed tables, small roundabouts, extended landscaped curbs, or a 
combination of these features (or other features). 77th Street is the “front door" of 

Eldorado Park and should be enhanced for better access and safety, not just for cars.

Pima Park has a lot of dead space. 
Please continue the Pima bike path 
down from the north and develop 

the park into a rest stop for the path. 
There should be a Pima widening 

project coming soon.

Improved wayfinding to distinguish from IBW trail and golf 
course cart paths within the IBW golf courses (Silverado, 

Continental, and Coronado).Improved wayfmding along the IBW 
trail to provide destination directions 

to civic center, old town, other city 
parks. Brand and theme the IBW trail 

to help designate this pathway.

Opportunity to convert the alleyways within 
the neighborhood south of McDowell on 

each side of Scottsdale Road into shared- 
use pathways since the trash collection is no 
longer within the alleyways and is in front of 

the houses now.

Improve the bike lane safety 
as a primary connection between 

IBW path and Crosscut Canal pathway 
along Oak Street to IBW.

Add a bike repair station at Palute 
Park.

,Enhance pedestrian and pathway 
connection from civic center to 

Scottsdale stadium.

I ■ sr
Enhanced crosswalks suggested in the Indian Bend Wash Master Plan 

is a step in the right direction. 77th Street is used by residents to access 
the park from neighborhoods to the east and is a straight road which 
encourages cars to speed. The bike lanes on both sides of the street 
from McDowell to Murray are not adequately marked or signed and 
needs to be to better alert drivers. Consider painting the bike lanes 
green or adding bike lane signage on the asphalt and add vertical 

signage.

Pauite Park: The traffic along 64th is dangerously fast I would 
like to see traffic calming measures on this road to make it rrwre 

walkable/bikeable.

Enhanced bike and pedestrian connection to oldtown from 
Indian Bend Wash. The city is currently considering converting 
2nd Street from IBW to the Civic Center parking garage to a 

pedestrian mall.

■j

The Scottsdale Road and Camelback intersection is very stressful 
and dangerous for bikers and children crossing the street I’ve had so 
many cars pull right in front of me or turned behind me with my kids— 
they don't even wait for you to make it on the sidewalk! Please put an 

underground tunnel or at the very least a pedestrian diagonal crossing 
“pedestrian scramble."

Connect Osborn Park to the Civic 
Center using multiuse paths, 

mlcroparks, underground crossings, 
and sidewalk setbacks for safety. 

Connecting parks makes the entire 
city more walkable/bikeable for kids 

and adults alike!

Thomas Road Bike Stop: 
Improve the connections here, too 

many bypasses in this area because 
the path goes nowhere.
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Close Scottsdale Rd to vehicle traffic, too many fast car showoffs making it 
dangerous for everyone else. Keep the road open to golf carts, bikes, pedestrians and 
run the Trolley north and south. This has been done with great success in Denver and 
Boise. Help close the walking gap between the waterfront and old town. Car traffic 

can use the Drinkwater Road bypasses and East\West roads.

IBW at Siphon/Silverado Golf Course area —prowde 
better signage for the different paths around this area. I 

love biking here but sometimes it's hard to tell if a path is 
for bikers or golfers.

V'

Extend the waterfront north on the 
canal to create more of a river walk 

vibe like in San Antonio. Restaurants 
and shops would be nice to add 

and would be frequented by all the 
apartments and neighborhoods 

nearby.

n
Make Camelback Road or 2nd Street 

a bike-and pedestrian-friendly designated 
connector between the greenbeit, canal, 

and Old Town. Protected lanes, more 
tree cover, make it a grand multi — modal 

boulevard. Mixed-use zoning for local cafes, 
restaurants.

m
E'bikes should not be allowed 

on pathways within the parks, too 
fast!

J ;%■

ffC ‘ ... . • ■ * .Via Linda and Scottsdale Ranch Park - We desperately need a marked 
crosswalk with flashing lights here. This is where many children who 
attend Laguna Elementary cross the road when walking to school and 
it is dangerous! I saw someone get hit by a car here when I was a kid 
attending Laguna and the problem STILL has not been addressed.

Please help protect our children!

.V. •

• • • •
• ••Add bike paths consistently along Pima, Happy Valley, Alma 

School. Jomax, and other roads to allow for safer biking and 
running as well as access to the Preserve. Currently there are 

some sections with paths and others without.

• « • a

Scottsdale Road and Camelback 
Road intersection need pedestrian 
crossings - bridge or underground 

due to the number of bikes and 
runners. Also, more shade trees along 

canal.

Add protected bike lanes to Via 
Linda along frontage of Scottsdale 

Ranch Park.

ava



349

* - *
. * ♦ * .

• *■'• * • *•* •*

SHARED-USE PATHWAY NETWORKF
The City of Scottsdale's existing and planned shared-use path network is shown in Figure 2. These paths link 
to the on-street network while providing connectivity to a wider range of bicyclists. They also feature grade- 
separated crossings in many locations. During the development of the parks and recreation master plan, one 
of the over-arching themes heard throughout the community, stakeholders .and staff Is the goal to provide 
an accessible and connected park system from the shared-use pathway network. The following provides the 
existing and planned shared-use pathway system as determined by the City's transportation team during the 
development of the 2022 Transportation Action Plan.
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Figure 2; Existing And Planned Shared-use Path Network

TONTO
NATIONAL

FOREST

r ^

g;:
j

EFREE

CAVE CREEK
o

j

'‘1

-“t-_.L4
L—-L.

MCDOWELL
PHOENIX MOUNTAIN

PARK

-.V
tHOWnON PIAt PKWr

o ItOVO W»>^T kivo

rj—---1

rr:
oouaiRttii tJNCHio

AKCUaMKR PKWV

ll«OIAM MNO *0

PARADISE

tw-

FOUNTAIN
HILLS

(HAPAtRAL * 
CAMtaACK AD 

IMiUt «r.nOOl 10 
OAlOkKRol 

TMHA! 10 
OAR ft
Mcoewiii *0

r

r?
MXii mu

::[:i\
T:

TEMPS

- 5

i i II nil
SALT RIVER 

PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY

s tU_j-----V

Existing and Planned Shared Use 
Paths

Shared use Patti namwd 
— srwed Use PMh Existing 

Skdt Patti Existing COKftkins

SCOTTSDALE ■ 1.5 3 4.5 A
■ IMBW A

350

IP
cw;:,,



351 • • • • . • . • ^
• •• •••••*

PRIMARY SHARED-USE PATHWAY NETWORK

One o1 the high priority outcomes from the City’s 2022 Transportation Action Plan was the definition of the 
primary shared-use pathway alignment and the prioritization of projects within this primary corridor and 
complete gaps for this off-street pathway which serves as the primary north/south spine for the shared-use 
pathway system. Figure 3 shows the identified primary shared-use pathway alignment.

The primary shared-use pathway system utilizes the use and connection of three regionai shared-use pathway 
networks within Scottsdale:

• Indian Bend Wash Path

• Crosscut Canal

• Arizona Canal Path

• Central Arizona Project (CAP)
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Figure 3: Primary shared-use pathway alignment
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/nd/an Bend Wash Path, (IBW):
The i6W path runs north/south and links to the City of Tempe and the Town of Carefree. Approximately 15 miles ^ 
of path exist from McKetlips Road to the WestWorld area, which is the approximate center point of the IBW 
Path. The northern section is approximately 13 mites long, of which 3.5 mites Is constructed between Trailside 
View and Pinnacte Peak Road, while the rest is planned. The Indian Bend Wash Trail provides the highest park 
connectivity for the shared-use pathway system. The pathway comprises of concrete that ranges in width 
between 10 to 12 feet with striping for two-lane traffic in the northbound/southbound directions. The City 
Transportation department is currently widening portions of the pathway throughout the Indian Bend Wash. A
recent segment within Indian School Park has been completed. ^pHjHPipB^
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Crosscut Canal Path/Arizona Canal Path:
The 1.8-mile Crosscut Canal Path connects to a shared-use path in Tempe and to the 5.8-mile Arizona Canal 
Path that connects to Phoenix and the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community. Both the Crosscut and 
Arizona canals are maintained and operated by the Salt River Project (SRP) and the canals are within the SRP 
jurisdiction. See Figure 4 for the SRP Canal System and Trail Map. These two canals are part of the Sun Circle 
Trail which provides access to a 69-mile looped pathway utilizing the banks of the SRP canal system within 
Maricopa County connecting 13 Valley cities. The City has utilized licensing/permitting with SRP to allow the 
City to construct and maintain shared-use pathways along the Arizona Canal banks within the city limits. The 
City completed the lasted paved shared-use pathway portion of the Sun Circle Trail within the city’s limits of 
the Arizona Canal in 2014 from Chaparral Road to Indian Bend Wash utilizing federal funding from a congestion 
mitigation & air quality (CMAQ) grant. This was a key segment providing connection of the Arizona Canal 
shared-use pathway to the IBW Trail.
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Figure 4: SRP Canal System and Trail Map
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Central Arizona Project (CAP) Trail:
The CAP Trail provides a recreational opportunity throughout the state. The trail is for multiple non-motorized 
recreational uses: walking, jogging, equestrian, cycling, and roller blading. See Figure 5 for the CAP Trail Map.

• * . • . > V
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The vision for the CAP Trail started when CAP construction began in the early 1970s. and development of the 
trail is dependent on partnerships with local jurisdictions.

CAP does not have legal authority to build or maintain the trail; in fact, cooperation and partnerships among 
municipal, county, and tribal agencies determine the outcome of the trail. There are more than 30 organizations 
that have been, or will be involved in, getting the trail constructed, each sponsoring a portion of the trail 
that runs through their jurisdiction. CAP facilitates these recreation agreements between the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation and city or county sponsors to help with the prospective sponsors’ councils or boards, planning 
commissions, and trail committees.

As part of a regional planned path, Scottsdale's 9.2-mile planned path runs along the south side of the CAP 
Canal, primarily along adjacent developed land. Approximately 2.2 miles of the path are complete east of Loop 
101 along the Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd. corridor. This path connects to City of Phoenix and the Salt River Pima- 
Maricopa Indian Community.

%m • •• •• • • • • •c * •
• • • •L p • •

• •

a • • •1 m • •
• • • • •• •

• •

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <i>»SCOnSDAlE PABKS i RECREATION 35fi

Figure 5: CAP Trail Map
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WestWorld Shared-use Pathway and Trail-Four miles of north/south 
shared-use pathway and trail
Trail provides connection to CAP Canal around WestWorld to Reata Sports Complex. The City completed the 
design for the extension of the WestWorld shared-use pathway in 2015 that addressed gaps and extended 
this pathway north with a grade-separated crossing of Bell Road and connection to Gateway Access Area. 
Opportunity to continue this path north to tie in with Legacy shared-use pathway with existing grade-separate 
crossing at Legacy Blvd. The project was not constructed as design was completed and shelved.

Shea Blvd Shared-use Pathway Corridor- 7.3 miles of east/west shared- 
use pathway
This provides a significant east/west connector along the Shea Blvd corridor from Scottsdale Road to Fountain 
Hills.

Casa Rica Trail-1.5 mites of shared-use pathway
Casa Rica Trait is an 8-ft-wide shared-use pathway along the drainage greenway within the Bent Tree, Preston 
Hills, and Casa Rica neighborhoods. The pathway utilizes a grade-separated crossing at Shea just east of 100th 
Street, continuing northeast to Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd. The pathway stops approximately 1,000 ft short of 
connecting with Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd.

Pima Road Shared-use Pathway Corridor-4.8 miles of north/south shared- 
use pathway
The Pima Road Trail consists of two disconnected segments along Pima Road in Scottsdale. The longer 
southern section connects to both the Arizona Canal Path and CAP. The Transportation Planning group has . J 
identified several planned segments of shared-use pathway along the Pima corridor to the north. H iTl
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CONNECTED PARK SYSTEMFStarting from south Scottsdale traveling north the City has provided over 129 miles of paved shared-use 
pathway with connections to and from the Indian Bend Wash, the Sonoran Preserve, and the County's 
McDowell Mountain Regional Park. The existing Indian Bend Wash Path, which is an all-weather shared-use 
pathway, varies in width from 8 to 10 feet with a plan from the Transportation group to expand to 12 ft in width 
to better accommodate electronic bikes and scooters. The Indian Bend Wash Path currently provides the 
greatest shared-use pathway access and connectivity to the City park system. The system has strong shared- 
use pathways options from the south up to Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd providing access to several City parks. 
The northern portion of the city and park system has limited shared-use pathway development, but several 

^^B planned shared-use pathways have been identified as part of the 2022 TAP plan. The plan has identified the 
Pima corridor as the planned priority for shared-use pathway development. Figure 6 provides the current park 
connectivity with the shared-use pathway system. Table 1 provides a list of the connected community parks 
within the system.
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Park Connectivity Table

Description of Connected 
Shared 

Use Pathway
Comments

McKeUips Lake Park Indian Bend 
Wash Path

Vista Del Camino 
Park

Indian Bend 
Wash Path

The park’s internal pathway provides 
north/south connectivity with three 

internal, interconnected loops 
within park. Good connections to 
Yavapai Elementary School and 

neighborhood connections to Vista 
Del Camino neighborhood. The 

shared-use pathway extend to the 
south under the McKellips Road 
bridge with a grade-separated 

pathway crossing connecting with 
the City of Tempe with access to 

Tempe Beach Park and Downtown 
____  Tempe^____

General comment for the parks within the Indian 
Bend Wash due to the use of electronic bicycles 

and scooters within the shared-use pathway 
network — provide park only pathways separate 

from the shared-use pathways just for walking and 
non electric bike/scooter usage.

At-grade crossing at Roosevelt 
Street provides north/south 

connectivity with three Internal, 
interconnected loops within park. General comment for the parks within the Indian 
Connections to Mereway Manor Bend Wash due to the use of electronic bicycles 

neighborhood to the east and to the i and scooters within the shared-use pathway 
Chazazal Apartment Complex and i network — provide park only pathways separate 
the New Papago Neighborhood to [from the shared-use pathways just for walking and 

the west. There is also a commercial i non electric bike/scooter usage,
connection to the shopping center 
on the NWC of McDowell Road and 

Miller Road.

Indian BendEldorado Park Wash Path

Grade-separated crossing with 
VcDowell Road provides north/south 
connectivity with a looped pathway 

around north lake.

Genera! comment for the parks within the Indian 
Bend Wash due to the use of electronic bicycles 

and scooters within the shared-use pathway 
network — provide park only pathways seF>arate 

from the shared-use pathways just for walking and 
non electric bike/scooter usage.

Former Coronado 
Golf Course

Continental Golf 
Course

I Indian Bend 
I Wash Path

At-grade crossing at Murray Lane 
providing north/south connectivity 
though the former Coronado Golf 
Course to the Thomas Road Bike 

Stop and grade-separated crossing 
at Thomas Road.

Recommendation for the City to aquire this area as 
the current owner is not properly maintaining the 
area which is presumed by the citizens to be part 

of the IBW and the City's responsibility.

I Indian Bend 
I Wash Path

From grade-separated crossing at 
Thomas Road along 78th Street to 
pedestrian bridge crossing Osborn 

Road providing connection to 
Osborn Park and a grade-separated 
crossing with Indian School Road to 

Indian School Park.

Community/Speclalty 
Park/Golf Course

Osborn Park

Shared-use Description of Connected 
Pathway Shared
System Use Pathway

Looped Pathway around the park 
Indian Bend with connections to Continental 
Wash Path Golf Course north/south shared-use 

pathway segment.

Comments

The new roundabout at Miller Road and Osborn 
Road intersection provides path connection with 

Osborn Park.

Indian BendCiv c Center Wash Path
Shared-use pathway along the 

north side of 2nd Street provides 
connection from IBW to Civic Center.

City currently is evaluating the Second Street 
pedestian conversion project to create a shaded 
pedestrian corridor along second street to the 

Civic Center.

Indian School Park

Camelback Park 
(West of Hayden)

Camelback Park 
(East of Hayden)

Chaparral Park (West 
of Hayden)

Chaparral Park (East 
of Hayden)

Indian Bend 
Wash Path

Grade-separated crossing with 
Indian School Road with looped 
pathway around lake with grade- 

separated crossing under Hayden 
Road. Pathway extends to the 

north along both east/wesi sides of 
Hayden Road. West connection to 
neighborhood at Glenrosa Avenue.

General comment for the parks within the Indian 
Bend Wash due to the use of electronic bicycles 

and scooters within the shared-use pathway 
network — provide park only pathways separate 

from the shared-use pathways just for walking and 
non electric bike/scooter usage.

Indian Bend 
Wash Path

Grade separated crossing of 
Camelback Road west of Hayden 
with north/south segment on west 

side of Hayden Road to grade 
separated crossing of Chaparral 

Road and Hayden Road.

Potential Gentry on the Green private development 
project currently in the planning stages with the 
City to develop a portion of the greenbelt area 

west of Hayden Road.

Indian Bend 
Wash Path

At-grade crossing at signalized 
intersection of Camelback Road and 
Hayden Road. At-grade crossing of 

Camelback Road east of intersection 
with Indian School Park and 

Camelback Park.

General comment for the parks within the Indian 
Bend Wash due to the use of electronic bicycles 

and scooters within the shared-use pathway 
network - provide park only pathways separate 

from the shared-use pathways just for walking and 
non electric bike/scooter usage.

Indian Bend 
Wash Path

Grade -separated crossing of 
Chaparral Road west of Hayden 

Road with north/south segment on 
west side of Hayden Road. At-grade 
crossing with Jackrabbit Road and 
at-grade crossing of Starlight Way. 

continuing north to grade-separated 
crossing at McDonald Drive.

Indian Bend 
Wa^ Path

At-grade crossing at Chaparral 
Road on east side of Hayden north 
to at-grade park drive (Jackrabbit 
Road alignment). Grade-separated 
crossing of McDonald Drive east of 

Hayden Road.

The park has a linear stretch of shared-use 
pathway with looped pathways throughout the 

park. Need signage and ways to designate shared- 
use pathway and e-bike use from park pathway

use.
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Community/Specialty 
Pa,k/Golf Course

Silverado Golf Club

Nature Area Park

McCormick-StiUman 
Railroad Park

Cactus Park

I Arizona Canal 
1 Path & Indian 

Bend Wash 
Path

Description of Connected 
Shared 

Use Pathway

Grade separated crossing at 
McDonald Drive, west of Hayden 

Road along the west side of 
Silverado Golf Club.

Comments "“pTk/S‘Jr/rou?;e“''

I Arizona Canal 
iPath&Indain 

Bend Wash 
Path

From Chaparral Park, the shared-use 
pathway travels east along Valley 
Vista Drive then north along 82nd 

Street to a pedestrian bridge across 
the Arizona Canal to the Nature Area 

Park. Park is also accessible from 
the Arizona Canal Path.

I Arizona Canal 
1 Path & Indain 

Bend Wash 
Path

A segment of shared-use pathway 
spurs west of the Indian Bend Wash 

Path and Arizona Canal.

Indian Bend 
Wash Path 

to Shea Blvd 
Shared-use 

Path Corridor 
to Hayden 

Road to 
I Cactus Road

Limited connectivity both 
regionally and locally with adjacent 

neighborhood.
Gap from IBW Path and along Cactus Road.

Indian Bend
Mountain View Park Wash Path

CAP Trait and
Horizon Park Indian Bend

Wash Path

Indian Bend Wash Path continues 
north from AZ Canal along Hayden 
Road with at-grade crossing with 

McCormick Parkway, grade- 
separated crossings at Via De 

Ventura, Hayden Road north and Via 
Linda to Mountain View Park. This 
park has a strong north connection 
with the north neighborhoods with 

over two miles of pathways providing 
connections south with a grade- 

separated crossing of Mountain View 
Road. Provide great connection from 

park to IBW Path.

Utilizes IBW Path north to Cactus 
then 96th Street to Thompson 

Peak Parkway with several at grade 
crossing including a non signalized 

crossing at 100th Street to the 
park. Secondary route utilizes IBW 
to Cactus east to CAP to mitigate 

several on-street paths with at grade 
crossings.

Gaps in Indian Bend Wash Path north of Cactus.

McDowell Mountain 
Ranch Park

Doc Cavalliere Park

Scottsdale Ranch 
Park

Scottsdale Sports 
Complex

Thompson Peak Parfc

Bell 94 Sports 
Complex

Reata Sports 
Complex

WestWorld 
I Path and Trail

No
connections

Description of Connected 
Shared 

Use Pathway

The City completed design plans 
for the expansion of the WestWorld 

path and trail to include a pedestrian 
bridge crossing the wash under 

Thompson Peak Parkway bridge to 
connect with McDowell Mountain 

Park,

Comments

Shared-use pathway is planned for 
Dynamite Blvd. Jomax Road, and 
Happy Valley Road with a north/ 
south connection with planned 
shared-use pathway for Alma 

School.

Indian Bend 
Wash Path 

to Shea Blvd 
Shared-use 

I Path Corridor 
I to path along 

Lakeview 
Drive

A pedestrian bridge crossing Via 
Linda provides a grade-separate 

crossing with the commercial 
development to the south. An at- 
grade crossing of Via Linda to the 
east provides connection to the 
south multifamily developments.

Limited 
connectivity 
toGreenway 
Hayden Loop 
and CAP Trail

Four miles of pathway within the 
park.

Gaps in lack of pathway from 101 North along Pima 
Road.

Limited
regional

connectivity

Opportunity to provide multi-use 
pathway/trail south along Hayden/ 

Powerline corridor to DC Ranch Park 
and Bell 94 Sports Complex.

Gaps in lack of pathway along Thompson Peak 
Parkway from Pima to 87th Street.

WestWorld 
Path and 

iTrail. Provides 
shared-use 

pathway 
from Bell 

Road along 
Powerline 

Icorridor to the 
northwest.

Provides one mile of interior park 
looped pathway.

Lack of pathway along Pima Road to provide 
connection with Scottsdale Sports Complex. Gaps 
in WestWorld Path and Trail to provide connection 

to WestWorld and CAP Trail.

WestWorld 
iPath and Trail/ 

CAP Trail

Provides one mite of interior park 
looped pathway.
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REGIONAL TRAIL CONNECTIVITYF
The Maricopa Trail is a 315-mlle trail located within Maricopa County connecting the major regional and 
municipal parks in and around Phoenix and surrounding metropolitan area.I:

Maricopa I rail 
and

Sun Circle Trail

Parks and Recreation 
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The Maricopa Trail, within the Scottsdale’s jurisdictional limits utilizes the Arizona Canal. Indian Bend Wash 
Trai.l and trails within the McDowell Sonoran Preserve to provide regional connectivity including access to 
McDowell Regional Park and the Tonto National Forest. Figure 9 provides a map of the overall Maricopa Trail 
alignment. Figure 10 shows the Maricopa Trail alignment within the Scottsdale city limits.

Figure 9: Maricopa Trail Alignment Map
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Figure 10: Scottsdale Trail Map
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WAYFINDING AND BRANDING
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It is recommended the City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation department conduct a study to develop an 
updated standard for wayfinding and signage throughout the parks system. In addition to looking at the overall 
system, the study can also focus on branding development for the Indian Bend Wash Regional Park as well 
as for the sports complexes: Bell94. Reata, and Scottsdale Sports Complex. Branding and wayfinding play 
a crucial role In parks as they contribute to creating a positive visitor experience and establishing a strong 
park identity. They can also contribute to defining a park's character and sense of place. Effective branding 
and wayfinding strategies can help park visitors navigate their surroundings, enhance safety, promote park 
amenities, and foster a sense of community pride.

Promoting Sustainable Practices:

• Branding can be used to communicate a park’s commitment to sustainability, eco-friendly practices, and 
conservation efforts.

• Wayfinding signage can educate visitors about environmentally friendly practices, such as recycling, 
waste reduction, and conservation of natural resources.

• Aligning branding and wayfinding with sustainability goals can encourage visitors to adopt sustainable 
behaviors, contributing to the overall environmental impact of the park.

Enhancing Visitor Experience; m
• Clear and consistent branding in parks helps visitors easily identify and connect with the park’s unique 

identity, values, and offerings.

Branding and wayfinding are essential components in parks that significantly impact visitor experience, safety, 
park identity, and community engagement. By effectively incorporating branding elements and well-designed 
wayfinding systems, parks can create a positive and memorable experience for visitors while fostering a strong 
sense of identity and community. Investing in branding and wayfinding strategies ultimately contributes to the 
long-term success and sustainability of parks.

• Well-designed wayfinding signage and maps help visitors navigate through the park, reducing confusion 
and frustration.

• Strategically placed signage can highlight points of interest, facilities, and amenities, ensuring visitors 
make the most of their park visit.

m-.

Accessibility:
. I V_______ : mi

• Wayfinding signage can guide visitors along designated paths, ensuring they stay within safe areas and 
avoid potential hazards.

I
-3

* Accessible wayfinding design, including braille and tactile signage, can cater to individuals with visual 
impairments, ensuring equal access to park facilities.

Park Identity and Community Engagement: ■ '"‘m

• Effective branding creates a unique park identity that fosters a sense of pride and ownership among 
visitors and local communities.

Well-designed park logos, color schemes, and visual elements can be incorporated into signage, maps, 
and park materials, reinforcing brand recognition.

• Consistent branding and wayfinding strategies can contribute to community engagement, attracting 
visitors, sponsors, and potential partners to support park initiatives.
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Engaging Communities:

• Effective communication helps build strong relationships between park agencies and the community, 
fostering a sense of ownership and pride in local parks. Currently, residents are able to communicate 
through the City of Scottsdale website and provide comments on the parks or let them know if they see 
an issue or something that requires maintenance.

• Regular communication channels, such as newsletters, social media platforms, and community events, 
keep residents informed about upcoming programs, initiatives, and improvements. The City continues to 
invest in these means of communications. Often, multiple newsletters from different groups within the 
City are sent on similar schedules and flood inboxes. Parks and Recreation should explore opportunities 
with other departments to cross-promote newsletters and thereby expand the audience that is receiving 
information about parks and recreation.

■if
• • •

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
OFFERINGS

The City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Department currently utilizes a number of communication 
methods to communicate and advertise parks and recreation programs, events, activities, and offerings. The 
department has recently put increased emphasis on their digital content creation and social media outreach 
which has resulted in increased user engagement. Communicating with residents and getting the word out 
about parks and recreation offerings remains a priority.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan SCOTTSDALE PARKS & RECREATION 372

Promoting Health and Wellness:

# Effective communication highlights the health benefits of parks and recreation activities, encouraging 
community members to engage in physical fitness and outdoor recreation.

# Communication campaigns can promote programs and initiatives that target specific health issues, such 
as obesity prevention, mental health awareness, and senior wellness.

• Partnerships with Blue Zones or local healthcare providers and community organizations can enhance 
the reach and effectiveness of health-related communication efforts.

Effective communication is vital for parks and recreation to engage communities, enhance visitor experience, 
promote health and wellness, and encourage sustainable practices. By utilizing clear and concise 
communication channels, park agencies can inform the public about the diverse range of offerings available, 
fostering community involvement and creating memorable experiences for visitors. Prioritizing effective 
communication ensures that parks and recreation programs continue to thrive and serve as valuable resources 
for the community.

• Community engagement through effective communication allows for valuable feedback and input, 
helping shape park offerings and improving overall satisfaction. Continued emphasis on community 
Involvement with upcoming planning and capital improvement efforts should continue to remain a 
priority.

Maximizing Visitor Experience:

• Clear and comprehensive communication ensures that visitors are aware of the diverse range of 
activities, amenities, and events available within parks and recreation areas.

• Well-designed and easily accessible websites, brochures, and signage provide visitors with essential 
Information, including park rules, hours of operation, and facility locations. The department currently 
utilizes Scottsdale Life to advertise opportunities and the website along with ActiveNet to sign up and 
register for programs. The department should consider the creation of a more user-friendly platform for 
program registration or the creation of an app that would allow users to browse classes and register for 
programs all in one place.

• While virtual and web-based tools can be powerful, in-person advertising opportunities are also helpful 
to reach a broader audience. Consider a market presence utilizing banners, light post banners in parks, 
and posters/signs/printed copies of Scottsdale Life in civic buildings and with local business partners 
where appropriate.

1
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SPECIAL EVENTSF
The City of Scottsdale special events has been providing its residents with diverse special events for decades. 
City-provided special events can be an integral part of community life, offering unique opportunities for 
residents and visitors to come together, celebrate, and engage in shared experiences. These events, organized 
and facilitated by the City, play a crucial role in fostering community engagement, promoting local businesses, 
and enhancing the overall quality of life. Parks and recreation is responsible for many of these special events 
and residents have expressed the importance of special event programming. Currently, Scottsdale Parks and 
Recreation Special Events staff is relatively limited. Given the robust opportunities that exist to expand the 
special event offerings, it is recommended the City continue to grow existing special events and create more 
special events that take place in areas across the City. Multiple City departments put on their own events, 
including parks and recreation, libraries, tourism, arts and culture. Consider the creation of an internal events 
committee that meets regularly and discusses event ideas and resources in order to make the highest quality 
and most impact possible for events offered.

Fostering Community Engagement:

• City-provided special events create a sense of belonging and pride within the community by offering 
shared experiences that bring people together. Often, community events are held in or near Scottsdale 
Civic Center. Consider alternate venues for events, specifically In central and north Scottsdale to engage 
all residents.

• Leverage WestWorld as a special event venue for community-based special events. This would allow 
increased opportunity to residents to utilize WestWorld and understand what events are offered there. 
It also provides opportunities for education on the advantages the venue provides the City and its 
residents.

■ ■ ■ ♦
• •

♦ • • • ■i Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <[>»SCOnSDALI if PARKS &RICREATION

Promoting Local Businesses:

• City-provided special events serve as platforms for local businesses to showcase their products and 
services. Parks and Recreation regularly partners with local businesses for special events and as 
vendors. Consider options to more easily allow small businesses to provide one-time services in order to 
diversify the offerings and vendors showcased.

• These events attract a large number of attendees, providing local businesses with increased visibility 
and potential customers. By incorporating local vendors and businesses into the event planning, cities 
can stimulate economic growth and support the local economy.

Improving the Overall Quality of Life:

• City-provided special events offer residents and visitors opportunities for recreation, entertainment, and 
relaxation.

• These events contribute to a vibrant and diverse cultural landscape, enhancing the overall quality of life 
for community members.

* By organizing a diverse range of events and venues throughout the year, the department can cater to 
different interests, ensuring there is something for everyone to enjoy.

City-provided special events play a vital role in fostering community engagement, promoting local businesses, 
and enhancing the overall quality of life. These events bring people together, celebrate cultural diversity, and 
provide opportunities for recreation and entertainment. By investing in the planning and execution of these 
events, cities can create vibrant and inclusive communities that thrive socially, culturally, and economically.

# These events provide opportunities for residents to connect with neighbors, build relationships, 
and strengthen social ties. Consider the inclusion of smaller, more neighborhood-based events that 
encourage interaction between neighbors.

# By involving community members in the planning and execution of these events, cities can further 
enhance community engagement and promote a sense of ownership. The creation of an formal event 
volunteer program is recommended.
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CONNECTED COMMUNITY

Short/Mid/Long As Allowable
• Work closely with transportation on multi-use path locations and future projects. Move 

paths that allow e-bikes to the perimeter or out of park to the perimeter of the park or 
separated by a grade change

Long Term
• Improve connection between Stadium and Civic Center, Library, and Center for the Arts

• Return Coronado Golf Course land to City ownership and maintenance and acquire 
required land to expand park offerings and recreation opportunities within the Indian Bend 
Wash

• Scottsdale Stadium: Invest in AV/lighting systems, stages that would be better for multi­
use events

• Scottsdale Stadium: Pedestrian safety measures, protect the corner based on MLB best 
practices

Mid Term
• Create a Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Mobile App to provide users with a better 

interface to understand upcoming events and sign up for activities

• Coordinate internally on the ability to put banners on light poles for marketing purposes

• Host six or more micro events annually in the parks throughout the city

• Host two community-based signature events annually at WestWorld

• Scottsdale Stadium: Create areas that include more shade in order to best position the 
stadium as a multi-season venue

• Scottsdale Stadium; Find recreation based program opportunities and rent opportunities 
for multi-use spaces at stadium

• Scottsdale Stadium; Host a signature event working with Experience Scottsdale, 
specifically focusing on events during shoulder season

• Work with legal, tourism, and other appropriate parties to allow food truck parking in more 
parks for events, as currently requests are denied due to city internal regulations

■' . • • ‘ ’
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Short Term
• Create a formal communication strategy between all entities that provide programming 

opportunities for Civic Center including Parks and Recreation, Arts. Tourism, and Library 
departments. Meet regularly throughout the year to coordinate upcoming events and 
discuss opportunities departments could support each other's events or goals

• Add Monument signage to identify all sports complex facilities.

• Create dedicated outreach strategies and expos to help make sure contract vendors are 
getting our solicitations, specifically park landscape projects

• Host three community-based signature events annually at Civic Center

• New wayfinding for the entire parks system. Complete a signage plan and study.

• Scottsdale Stadium: Create a stadium-focused marketing strategy in the local community

• Work with tourism on communication strategy to increase resident knowledge regarding 
the importance of sports tourism as it relates to parks and recreation facilities and 
resources

• Work with tourism on signature event technology as it relates to marketing, websites, 
ticketing beyond the City website capabilities
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P ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN

HHn It is critical to closely monitor the condition of the existing park system to ensure the
safety of patrons. The table to the right (Recommended Replacement Schedule) identifies 
the recommended facility/amenity replacement schedule based on the identified lifecycle 
for replacement. It is highly recommended to track the condition and plan for asset 
replacement based on condition, maintenance, and expected lifecycle. This table is based 
on best practices within the parks and recreation industry. The City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department is currently in the process of building a virtual-based asset management 
program. The City intends to utilize a comprehensive 10-year asset management plan that 
is updated annually, identifying conditions and tracking preventative maintenance and 
lifecycle replacement timelines.
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Recommended Replacement Schedule:

FacUity/AmenIty Lifecycle (Years)

382

I Baseball/Softball Field
Basketball Court
BBQ Pit/Grill
Bean Bas Toss (Cornhole
Bench
Bike Rack/Loo
Bike/Skate Park
Bleachers
Bollards
Communitv Center
Pool
Disc Golf Course
Doe Park
Orinkins Fountain
Fencing________________
Fitness Station
Flagpole_______________
Football Field
Horseshoe Pit
Irrigation System_______
Lake/Pond
Lightin
Maintenance Yard/Buildin
Parking Lot_____________
Pickleball Court
Picnic Table
Playground
Racquetball Court
Ramada
Restroom Bulldin
Shade Structure (Fabric
Signage (Park Entry) 
Signage (Regulatory) 
Soccer Field
Splash Pad
Tennis Court
Trail-Non-Paved
Trail - Paved
Trash Receptacle_______
Volleyball Court (Sand)

15
5

10

20
35
20
20
15
10
25
35
25
10
25
10
25
20
20
25
25
15
30
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OVERVIEW

This CIP is intended to focus on critical maintenance projects, including lifecycle replacement, repair of 
existing equipment, safety and ADA improvements.and existing debt service obligations. Most of these 
improvements require one-time funding and are not likely to increase annual operations and maintenance 
costs. In many cases, these types of projects may reduce annual operations and maintenance costs.

The following are the general assumptions utilized in the development of the recommended CIP:

• Only Lifecycle Replacement projects which Includes the replacement of existing assets in the system 
are included in the Cost Estimating for Capital Improvements Plan.

• All projects must be financially viable.

• Only projects likely to be implemented are included In the plan.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan SCOTTSDALE ® PARKS & recreation 384

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN SUMMARY

Total re-investment by type for entire system

Typo

Parks

CIP CIP CIP
(1-5 years) (6-10 years) (11+years)

$17,191,405

Facilities

Planning and Design

$16,320,201

$70,795,258

$36,486,828

$50,100,371

$8,922,974

Totals $40,213,927 $128,|38.5C13 $70,8^.014

• Projects must be consistent with other planning efforts, where applicable.

• Costs shown are intended to be rough order of magnitude and based on park and recreation related 
amenities only.

• Projects must be consistent with other planning efforts, where applicable.

Please note that the costs shown on the following pages are intended to be rough order of magnitude and 
based on park and recreation related amenities only. Projected costs do not include additional associated 
infrastructure related to project implementation. The values shown within this document are based on 2024 
dollars with cost escalators added in years 5-9 (35%) and years 10+ (55%). Department staff should continue 
to evaluate costing information with current market conditions as project funding opportunities arise.

)

Total Park Re-Investment by Year (Lifecycle Replacement)

m«

$70,828,014

lit BC/P (6-10 Years) ^
|P $128,738,503 ’fl
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Sustainable (Lifecycle) Projects

Park Name

Agua Linda Park

Apache Park

Aztec Park

BeII94 Sports Complex

Cactus Park

Camelback Park

Chaparral Park

Chesnutt Park

ChoUa Park

Comanche Park

DC Ranch Park

Eldorado Park

Florence Ely Nelson Desert Park

"Doc” Cavalliere Park

Grayhawk Park

Horizon Park

Indian School Park & Tennis Center

Ironwood Park

Lafayette Park

McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park

McDowell Mountain Ranch Park

Mescal Park

Mountain View Park

Nature Area

Northsight Park

Osborn Park

Paiuto Park

Papago Rotary Park

Pima Park

Pinnacle Peak Park

Rio Montana Park

Rotary Park

Scottsdale Civic Center

Scottsdale Ranch Park & Tennis Center

Scottsdale Sports Complex

Shoshone Park

CIP (1-5 Years) CIP (6-10 Years) CIP (ll-r Years)

$375,562

$271,973

$2,596,050

$3,683,632

$134,160

$142,786

$42,316

$4,898,510

$1,481,103

$398,561

$457,955

$11,432,532

$396,842

$1,769,963

$23,400

$392,161

$832,851

$240,708

$1,093,691

$599,940

$125,952

$1,694,876

$1,679,852

$3,001,919

$2,654,614

$808,737

$6,517,335

$1,137,999

$^771.949

$494,657

$45,895

$18,752,609

$879,849

$941,834

$2,826,569

$12,097,687

$5,209,548

$224,537

$35,638

$14,401,861

$7,135,162

$160,566

$5,607,596

$628,611

$1,004,584

$166,887

$1,569,741

$1,282,161

$225,976

$1,438,413

$639,983

$5,548,755

$3,149,016

$3,307,613

$11,718

$1,395,000

$1,828,957

$7,988,715

$12,211,368

$183,502

$495,950

$464,954

$371,617

$4,123,518

$683,373

$700,530

$1,270,873

$5,250,875

$443,258

$3,420,819

$4,801,113

$1,143,786

$105,580

$58Z742

$485,783

$464,954

$464,954

$492,854

$11,160

$1,615,595

$5,467,853

$6,938,972

$464,954

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan (iJiSCOnSDALE PARKS S RECREATION 386

Sustainable (Lifecycle) Projects (continued)

Park Name

Solstice Park

Sonoran Hills Park

Stonegate Equestrian Park

Thomas Road Bike Stop

Thompson Peak Park

Thunderbird Park

Vista del Camino Park

Zuni Park

CIP (1-5 Years) CIP (6-10 Years) CIP (11+Years)

$452,555

$961,956 $2,174,518 $27,900

$1,924,472 $49,595

$191,981 $176,143

$289,574 $2,163,950 $4,564,544

$645,258 $4,049,658 $464,954

$6,716,491 $10,023,585

$131,428

Total I $40,213,928 $128,738,503

$929,907

$464,954

$70,828,014

^KSir| ^

S61730«^»

$61730,OW^ 5138.087,034 ,
i 57% iL# J

Total Park Re-Investment by Type 
(Lifecycle Replacement)

Total Park Re-Investment by Classification 
(Lifecycle Replacement)

Neighborhood
$48,549,079
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INTRODUCTION

In the spring of 2024. The Project Team conducted a high-level analysis of the City park maintenance 
operations.
The assessment included:

• Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT) analysis

• On-site tours and inspections

• Staff interviews/discovery sessions

• Documentation review (of information applicable to operations)

The purpose of this analysis is to provide an outside perspective to review and help improve the success of 
park maintenance operations. This assessment is considered high level and not a detailed review of park 
maintenance operations for each individual park.

The City operates 17 community parks, 26 neighborhood parks, four aquatic facilities, three splashpads, 14 
water fountains, four sports field complexes, a baseball stadium, two outdoor tennis centers, a fitness club, 
four community centers, a railroad museum/park. a preserve, and multiple trails. Parks and Recreation is part 
of the Community Services Division. Parks and Recreation staff are responsible for the maintenance of the 
parks, aquatic features, and facilities mentioned above.

This report is intended to serve as a guide to support the Master Plan project Kimley-Horn is conducting.
The key findings in this Park Maintenance Analysis were the result of a SWOT analysis, on-site analysis, 
discussions, interviews/discovery sessions, and review of maintenance and operations procedures. The Project 
Team has identified key overall findings from this analysis, which are supported by the entirety of each part of 
the study that is reported upon within this document.

The Project Team recommends that the information in this report be considered within the larger context of the 
overall Master Plan.

Finally, on-site operation inspections were completed at a particular point in time during the 2024 spring 
season. This means variables exist that impact operations, such as weather, type of programming or service 
taking place, on-site staff experience, maintenance functions, and other factors that could influence the 
findings in this report However, The Project Team did review historic data and future planning consideratior>6 
included in this effort.

. . ' • • 
• •
• •
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DOCUMENT REVIEW

The City provided the following documents, which The Project Team reviewed as part of the Parks Maintenance 
Analysis;

• Scottsdale Parks Area of Responsibilities

This document outlines the segmentetion of parks into work groups, with staff affirming the 
system’s effectiveness. However, to thoroughiy evaluate the efficacy of these work groups, a 
comprehensive assessment of each group would be necessary.

• City of Scottsdale Irrigation System Maintenance Responsibilities

Document details irrigation staff and park maintenance staff responsibilities and provides a high- 
level snapshot of tasks being completed. Parks staff submit a work request through the City of 
Scottsdale's Work Management System. Staff indicate this system is working welL
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Mowing 2.08K 
Inspect Rsyground

Valve ^25K•^

Hand Watering 2.31K-0 
ProfesskxiM Ballfield Prep 2.32K -i'

Central Control Programming 2.93K 
Repair (Irrigation) 3.54K

Forestry Prune 4.04K 
Sweep Curb/Sidwalk 5.71K

• General Route 15.28K

Rennoval Trash and Litter 14.26K

Admin (Meetings. Paperwork. Supervisory) 13.26K

Graphic above shows the most labor intensive tasks are General Route, and Trash and Litter. A review of the 
list of tasks being performed at all parks along with a high level site inspection confirmed that these two tasks 
would account for the majority of staff time. Further analysis of the task called Admin (Meetings. Paperwork, 
Supervisory) appears warranted as this is the third most labor intensive task being performed. A detailed 
assessment of each park in a work group would need to be performed to assess the effectiveness of each work 
group.
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City of Scottsdale Labor Hours by Task at All Parks From 3/26/23 - 3/26/24
Fertilize 0.98K Professional Bullpen 0.44K 

Herbicide/Pesticide 1.25K , > lAavAiisppnRQk
New Install (Irrigation) 1.33K \ Leave Use 20.69K

Power Wash 1.74K Vl 
Backflow 1.82K«

Granite Rake 1.94K ,
Planter Maintenance 1.95K ^

City of Scottsdale Labor Hours by Task at Civic Center From 3/26/23-3/26/24

Plant Install 0.)4K 
Forestry Prune 0.17K

Fertilize O.OdK
Granite Install 0.01K

Annuals Planting/Removal 0.17K 
Herbicide/Pesticide 0.22K 

Equipment Repairs/Pickup/Dropoff 0.22k

Tree Pruning Clean-up 0.24K 
PM (Irrigation) 0.26K^ 

Granite Rake 0.26K«ro

Chemical Systems 0.34K-# 
i'

ry Prune 0.17K . • I
Sweep Curb/SkJewalk 1.55K

Power Wash 0,35K«^

Fountain Daily Route 0.4SK ^ 1Hand Watering 0.69K

Planter Maintenance
mM

General Route 1.41K

)val Trash and Litter U4K

Shrubbery Prune 0.9K

Graphic above shows the most tabor intensive tasks are Sweep/Curb/Sidewalk, General Route, and Trash and 
Litter. A review of the list of tasks being performed at the Civic Center along with a site inspection confirmed 
that these three tasks would account for the majority of staff time at this location. A detailed assessment of 
this park would need to be performed to assess the effectiveness of this work group.

2023 Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Survey Findings Report {ETC Institute Report)

Condition of park and recreation facilities

The parks and facilities that rated the highest (as "excellent” or “good") were McCormick-Stitlman 
Railroad Park (96%). North Scottsdale community parks (92%). and Adaptive Services Center 
(91%).

Capital improvements

When residents were asked to place priority emphasis on a set of capital improvement projects, 
the projects with the highest priority rating—a combination of "very high priority" and "high 
priority"—were to add shade structures (75%). add/improve park restrooms (66%), and improve 
water-efficiency of irrigation systems (64%).

Level of support for various improvements

Respondents were asked to rate their level of support for various improvements, and those with 
the highest level of support—a combination of "very supportive" and "supportive"—were to 
improve existing park infrastructure (86%), improve existing multiuse path system (79%). and 
improve/add restroom facilities (73%).
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PARK/AREA SPECIFIC ANALYSIS

Aquatic Splash Pads and Fountains Maintenance

The Project Team analyzed aquatic maintenance based on discovery sessions with staff, the Aquatics 
Supervisor, and high-level site inspections. The focus of this analysis was on the maintenance of the water 
features of the splash pads and water fountains which are maintained primarily by two fountain technicians. 
The inventory and tasks identified, frequency, and unit personnel hours were developed with assistance of City 
staff. The Aquatics Supervisor was not included in the analysis. This work group maintains three splash pads 
and 14 water fountains.

Maintenance tasks:

• Visit all splash pads and fountains daily

• Test and maintain chemistry

• Net and brush fountains

• Repairs as needed

• Empty baskets and backwash filters

# Inspect equipment and lights

• Maintain inventory-chemical and equipment

• • • •

• • • •

• •

. • . • .
• • • •

• ' • • . * . • •

• • • 
• •

• • • •

• •

• • 9 • 9

• • • • ** • • •' • • •• • m
9 m

9 •
9 

9

9

9

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan ^SCOTTSDAIE 1^ PARKS & RECREATION 392

Scottsdale, AZ Aquatics Splash Pads and Fountains Maintenance Operations and 
Maintenance Projections

Maintenance and 
Repair Task

Prep time
Travel time (40% 
of time, average 
25 mites per hour)
Splash pads
Fountains
Repair work
Vehicle expenses

Maintenance and
repair totals H

Maintenance and -g 
repair task 3

Total operationat 
and maintenance 

expense

^ lissi ^1 i£
$12,870 $0 $0250 SO.OO S12.870 500.00

$25.74 $25,740 $16.75 $8,375 $0 $34,115Each 2 250 1.000.00

Each 3 0.8 $25.74 $15,444 250 $7.50 $5,625 $0 $21,069 600.00
$25.74
$25.74

$72,072 250 $7.50 $26,250 $0 $98,322 2,800.00Each 4 0.8
2 $25,740 250 $40.00 $20,000 $0 $45,740 1.000.00Each 2
2 0.3 $25.74 $3,861 250 $10.00 $5,000 $0 $8,861 150.00

$65,250 $220,977 6,050.00$155,727

I $155,72700 $65,250.00 SO.OC $220,977.00 2.91

The analysis of the aquatic maintenance required for three splash pads ar>d 14 water fountains Justifies 2.91 
full-time equivalent (FTE) staff.
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AQUATIC CENTERS MAINTENANCE

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

liiasw

^33
Scottsdale, AZ Aquatics Centers Maintenance Operations and Maintenance Projections

The Project Team analyzed aquatic maintenance based on discovery sessions with staff, the Aquatics 
Supervisor, and high-level site inspections. The focus of this analysis was on the maintenance of the aquatic 
centers, which are maintained primarily by two aquatic technicians. The Aquatics Supervisor was not included 
in the analysis. This work group maintains four facilities, containing eight bodies of water.

Maintenance Tasks: -.m
I • Visit all aquatic centers daily 
I • Inspect and maintain chemistry feed systems

Maintenance and 
Repair Task

Prep Time________
Travel Time (40% 
of time, average 25

1
£,e| I
9 as £ „
ii= 'll(5s*. 31

£ » 
i'f
5“
SM

I& I
li I?<u- OD

IMII

394

S
C
§

^ tf)

? O 
3X

Aquatic Center 
(test and calibrate)

# Repairs as needed
gfPiWf;7j;sg8;^ii'i3SlCrg'jrrrcSte^i.gg

Empty baskets and backwash filters

• Inspect all pool-related equipment and fixtures

Work |||HH|H|HHH|||H|H|H||HHHH|H^
(adjust chemistry.

On Galt___________

Vehicle Expenses

• Maintain inventory-chemical and equipment Maintenance and 
repair totals

Maintenance and 
Repair Task

Total operational 
and maintenance 

expense

if
5

1. 1 II i: 
I ll

I f
<0 3

I I
< U

I
I .1

o
S2

is

The analysis of the aquatic maintenance required for aquatic centers justifies 3.22 FTEs.li
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• General inspection/maintenance/trash/litter

• Picnic tables, ramadas. playground inspections/maintenance

• Skate park

• Irrigation

. • • •

• •
• • • •

• •. • . * .
• • • * •

• • • • • • •
• • • •

• • •

• •
• • • •

• • • •
• •• • •• • • • • • •

• •
• •

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan ^SCOTTSDALE PARKS & RECREATION

PARKS MAINTENANCE (ELDORADO AND VISTA DEL CAMINO 
PARKS)

Eldorado and Vista del Camino Parks include: Apache Park, Papago Park, Granite Reef Senior Center. Paiute 
Park, Wilshire Park, Pima Park, and Thomas Road Bike Stop.

The Project Team analyzed one specific parks maintenance work group in detail based on discovery 
sessions with staff, the Parks Foreman, and high-level site inspections. The focus of the analysis was on the 
maintenance of the parks in this work group, which are maintained primarily by the Parks Foreman and seven 
staff (three maintenance worker II, three maintenance worker I, and one maintenance technician I). The Parks 
Foreman was not included in the analysis. This work group maintains nine parks and a bike stop.

Maintenance tasks:

396

Scottsdale, AZ Eldorado & Vista del Camino Parks; Maintenance Operations and 
Maintenance Projections

Maintenance and 
repair task

Prep time
Travel time
Park acres (general 
inspection/ 
maintenance/trash/ 
litter)

Gray acres (general 
inspection/ 
maintenance/trash/ 
titter)

Trash receptacles
Picnic tables
Bridge inspection (non- 
structural inspection)
Ramada inspection
Reservable space 
inspection
Playgrounds
inspection
Ballfield maintenance
Disc golf course
Skate parks

irrigation * watering, 
inspection, repair/zone

Vehicle expenses

Maintenance and 
repair totals

Maintenance and 
repair task

Total operational and 
maintenance expense

Each
Each

7
2

0.5 $29.05 $25,419 250 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $25,419 875.00
0.5 $29.05 $7,263 250 $5.00 $2,500.00 $0.00 $9,763 250.00

ll Acre 186.2 0.2 $29.05 $108,182 100 $5.00

|1 Acre! 5.3 0.2 $29.05 $7,698 250

$93,100.00 $0.00 $201,282 3724.00

$10.00 $13,250.00 $0.00 $20,948 265.00

Each 170 0.1 $29.05 $74,078 150 $0,10 $2,550.00 $0.00 $76,628 2550.00
I Each 187 0.1 $29.05 $81,485 150 $5.00

Each 9 0.30 $29.05 $4,079 52 $10.00

$140,250.00 $0.00 $221,735 2805.00

$4,680.00 $0.00 $8,759 140.40

Each 36 0.50 $29.05 $27,191 52 $10.00 $18,720.00 $0.00 $45,911 936.00

Each 6

I Each 10

0.50 $29.05 $4,532 52 $10.00 $3,120.00 $0.00 $7,652 156.00

0.75 $29.05 $54,469 250 $10.00 $25,000.00 $0.00 $79,469 1875.00

Each 3 0.75 $29.05 $16,341 250 $10.00 $7,500.00 $0.00 $23,841 562.50
Each 0.50 $29.05 $755 52 $10.00 $520.00 $0.00 $1,275 25.00

2.00 $29.05 $14,525 250 $10.00 $2,500.00 $0.00 $17,025 500.00Each

Each 658 0.10 $29.05 $76,460 40 $3.00 $78,960.00 $0.00 $155,420 2632.0C

Each 7 0.5 $29.05 $25,419 250 $500 $875,000.00 $0.00 $900,419 845.00

$527,894! $1,267,650 $0 $1.795.54418171,90

$527,894 SI .267.650 $0 $1,795,544 8.74

The analysis of the park maintenance required for Eldorado and Vista del Camino parks justifies 8.74 FTEs.
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PARKS MAINTENANCE (NORTH AREA PARKS)H PARI

The Project Team analyzed one specific parks maintenance work group in detail based on discovery 
sessions with staff, the Parks Foreman, and high-level site inspections. The focus of the analysis was on the 
maintenance of the parks in this work group, which are maintained primarily by the Parks Foreman and seven 
staff (two maintenance worker II, two maintenance worker I). The Parks Foreman was not included in the 
analysis.

Mainti

^ IE

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <t^SCOTTSDAli PARKS iRfCBEATION 398

Maintenance tasks:

• General inspection/maintenance/trash/Utter

• Picnic tables, ramadas, playground inspections/maintenance

• Ballfields. courts

• Irrigation

Scottsdale, AZ North Area Parks; Maintenance Operations and Maintenance Projections

Maintenance and 
repair task

Prep time

Travel time

Travel time

Park acres (general 
inspection/ 
maintenance/trash/ 
litter)
Active areas 
(general inspection/ 
maintenance/trash/ 
litter)
Active areas 
(blowers/cleanup) 
Picnic tables
Bridge inspection
(non-structural
inspection)
Ramada inspection
Ballfield
maintenance

Trash receptacles

3X

$29.05

$29.05

$23,240

$10,894
$0.00

$15.00

$0.00 $0.00

$0.00

$23,240Each 0.8 250 800.00

375.00$3,750.00 $14,644Each .5 250

$10,894 $5.00 $3,750.00 $0.00 $14,644 375.00Each 3 0.5 $29.05 250 • •
• •

$39,508 $5.00 $34,000.0068 0.2 $29.05 100 $0.00 $73,508 1360.001 Acre

1 Acre 16 0.2 $29.05 $23,240

1 Acre

Each

Each

8

18

1

Each 6

250

1 $29.05 $34,860 150 $5.00 $6,000.00

$10.00 $40,000.00 $0.00 $63,240 800.00

0.1

0.30

$29.05

$29.05

$2,615 50

$105

0.50 $29.05 $4,532

1 Each

I Each

12

75

0.80 $29.05 $69,720

12

52

250

$5.00

$10.00

$10.00

$4,500.00

$120.00

$3,120.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$40,860 1200.00

$7,115 90.00

$225 3.60

$0.00 $7,652 156.00

$10.00 $30,000.00

0.10 $29.05 $21,788 100 $0.10 $750.00 $0.00 $22,538 750.00

$0.00 $99,720 2400.00

Maintenance and 
repair task

Mutt mit 
receptacles
Fertization
application
Herbicide
application
Dugout
maintenance

Playgrounds
inspection

Pickleball courts

Basketball courts

Tennis courts
Sand volleyball 
courts
irrigation • watering, 
inspection, repair/ 
zone
Vehicle expenses

Maintenance and 
repair totals

Maintenance and 
repair task

Total operational 
and maintenance 

expense

20 0.10 $29.05 $5,810 100 $9.00 $18,000.00 $0.00 $23,810 200.00

11 Acre 35 0.50 $29.05 $2,034 4 $25.00 $3,500.00 $0.00 $5,534 70.00

Each 2 2.00 $29.05 $1,394 12 $100.00 $2,400.00 $0.00 $3,794 48.00

! Each 12 1.50 $29.05 $6,275 12 $5.00

i Each 5 0.5 $29.05 $18,156 250 $10.00

i Each 
! Each

3

7

0.3

0.30
I Each 
! Each

3

2

0.30

1.00

$29.05

$29.05

$29.05

$29.05

$2,615

$6,101

$2,615

100

100

100

$697 12

$5.00
$5.00

$5.00

$10.00

Each 350 0.10 $29.05 $40,670 40 $3.00

$720.00 $0.00 $6,995 216.00

$12,500.00

$1,500.00

$3,M0^00

$1,500.00

$240.00

$42,000.00

$0.00 $30,656 625.00

$0.00 $4,115 90.00

$0^0

$0.00

$0.00

$9^^

$4,115

$937

210.00

90.00

24,00

$0.00 $82,670 1400.00

0.1 $29.05 $3,631 250 $500.00 $625,000.00 $0.00 $628,631 125.00Each

$331,391 $836,850 $0 $1,168,241 11407.60

$331,391 $836,850 $1,168,241 5.48

The analysis of the park maintenance required for the North Area Parks justifies 5.41 FTEs.



PARKS MAINTENANCE (SYSTEMWIDE)

The Project Team analyzed the entire parks maintenance system at a high level based on discovery 
sessions with staff, the Parks Foreman, and high-level site inspections. The focus of the analysis was on the 
maintenance of the park system as a whole. The Parks foreman/supervlsory and 18 stadium staff were not 
included in the analysis.

' ^Maintenance Tasks: x-U
mMi • General Inspectlon/maintenance/trash/litter

* Picnic tables, ramadas, playground inspections/maintenance

• Ballfields, courts

• Irrigation

Im f,!

i

s
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Scottsdale, AZ North Area Parks; Maintenance Operations and Maintenance Projections

I
Maintenance and 

repair task

Prep time

m i a 11 I 
i lllil II I j| li§111 L

Travel time

. .2-^ Q. y> ‘t'X «

I lllil II I II
c
o
£

ll
BBBhI

Travel time
Park acres (general
inspection/
maintenance/trash/
litterl

Aquatic center 
(31,859 sf)

Aquatic center/pool 
(5,910 sf)

Baseball field 
(lighted)

Baseball field (non- 
llghted)____________

Basketball court 
(lighted)
Basketball court 
(non-lighted)________
Bbqpit/grIII
Bench
Bike rack/loop
Bleachers
Boat ramp 
Bocce ball court
Community center/ 
building (16,033 sf I
Community/ 
recreation center 
(P17449
Disc golf hole
Dog park (ac)
Drinking fountain

Equestrian arena 
(lighted) (24,600 sf)

Equestrian arena 
(non-lighted) (39,150 
sfl
Fitness station
Flag pole

Each

lAcre

25

982

0.5 $29.05 $90,781 250 $5.00 $31,250.00 $0.00 $122,031 3125.00

0.2 $29.05 $1,426,355.00 250 $5.00 $1,227,500.00 $0.00 $a653.855 49100.00

lO.OMsq. 3ig59 Qg $29.05 $2,313.76 50 $100.00 $15,929.50.00 $0.00 $18,243 79.65

|l0.0CWsq. Qgg, (jg 529.05 $429.21 50 $100.00 $2,955.00 $0.00 $3,384 14.78

Each 21 1.00 $29.05 $152,512.50 250 $10.00 $52,500.00 $0.00 $205,013 5250.00

Each 2 1.00 $29.05 $14,525.00 250 $10.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 $19,525 500.00

Each 30 0.30 $29.05 $13,072.50 50 $10.00 $15,000.00 $0.00 $28,073 450.00

Each 11.5 0.30 $29.05 $5,011.13 50 $10.00 $5,750.00

Each 352 0.10 $29.05
Each 139 0.30 $29.05 $121,138.50 100 $10.00 $139,000.00 $0.00 $260,139 4170.00

$0.00 $10,761 172.50

$51,128.00 50 $10.00 $176,000.00 $0.00 $227,128 1760.00
Each 108 0.1 $29.05
Each 76 0.5 $29.05

$15,687.00 50 $10.00
$13,246 12 $50.00

$54,000.00
$45,600.00

Each 2 0.5 $29.05
Each 2 0.5 $29.05

$348.60 12 $50.00 $1,200.00

$0.00 $69,687 540.00
$0.00 j $58,847 456.00
$0.00 $1,549

1452.50 50 $10.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $2,453
12.00
50.00

|lO.OOOsq. ^g j^g.OS 1164.40 50 $100.00 $8,016.50 $0.00 $9,181 40.08

llO.OOO sq. 
ft. 21.5449 0.5 $29.05 15646.98 50 $100.00 $107,724.50 $0.00 $123,371 538.62

Each 16 0.3 $29.05 7843.50 50 $10.00 $9,000.00 $0.00 $16,844 270.00
Each 5 0.5 $29.05 7262.50 100 $10.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 $12,263 250.00
Each 118 0.3 $29.05 51418.50 50 $5.00 $29,500.00 $0.00 $80,919 1770.00

10,000 sq. 
I ft. 3 1 $29.05 4357.50 50 $5.00 $750.00 $0.00 $5,108 150.00

10,000 sq. 
ft. 1 1 $29.05 1452.50 50 $5.00 $250.00 $0.00 $1,703 50.00

Each
Each

118
20

0.3
0.3

$29.05
$29.05

51418.50
8715.00

50
50

$5.00
$5.00

$29,500.00
$5,000.00

$0.00
$0.00

$80,919
$13,715

1770.00
300.00
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$29.05Each 6 0.3 2614.50 50 $5.00 $1,500.00 $0.00 $4,115 90.00

10.000 sq. 
ft. $29.05 $5.00 $1,303.75 $0.00 $3,5765.215 0.3 2272.44 50 78.23

$29.05 $5.00Each 8 0.1 278.88 12 $480.00 $0.00 $759

$621,902

9.60

$29.05 $5.00 $393,360.00

$5,250.00
$182,250.00

$0.00Each 6556 0.1 228542.16 12 7867.20

315.00
1600.00

$29.05
$29.05

$5.00 $0.00
$0.00

$14,401
$288,137

$66,480

$307,470

Each 21 0.3 9150.75 50
Each 0.1 105887.25 50 $5.00729

$29.05

$29.05

Each 8 0.8 46480.00 250 $10.00

$10.00

$20,000.00

$92,500.00

$2,000.00

$0.00 7400.00

120.00

17400.00

Each 37 0.8 214970.00 250 $0.00

$0.00$29.05 $5.00 $5,486Each 8 0.3 3486.00 50

Each 0.8 $29.05 505470.00 250 
$29.05 79887.50 250

$5.00 $108,750.00 $0.00 
$27,500.00 $0.00

!
$25,500.00 i $0.00 
$13,200.00 $0.00

$614,220
$107,388

87 2750.00
2750.00Each 22 0.5 $5.00

$29.05 $3.00 $148,963Each 34 0.5 123462.50 250 4250.00

Each 0.5 $29.05
$29.05

1917.30 $100.00
$5.00

$13,200.00
$1,500.00

$15,117
$4,115

2 66.00

90.00Shuffteboard court Each 6 0.3 2614.50 50 $0.00
$29.05 $5.00 $360.00 $987Signage (park entry) Each 6 0.3 627.48 12 so.oo 21.60

Signage (regulatory, 
interpretive) $29.05 $5.00Each 41 0.3 4287.78 12 $2,460.00 $0.00 $6,748 147.60

Skateboard park 
(36.000 sf) 2 $29.05 $10.00 $5,000,00

$65,000.00

$32,500.00

$0.00 $19,525

$253,825

Each 14525.00 250 500.00

$29.05 $10.00 $0.00Soccer field (lighted) Each 26 188825.00 250 6500.00

Soccer field (non Each 13 $29.05 94412.50 250 $10.00 $0.00 $126,913 3250.00

Softba I field $29.05 $10.00 $45,000.00

$2,500.00

$0.00 $175,725Each 18 30725.00 250 4500.00

Softball field (non 
lighted) Each $29.05 7262.50 250 $10.00 $0.00 $9,763 250.00

$29.05 $7.50 $13,125,00

$10,000.00

$25,500.00

$1,000.00

$1,584.96

$0.00

$0.00

$53,795

$11,453

Spray pad (9.632 sf Each 7 0.8 40670.00 250 1400.00

50.00$29.05 $100.00Each 2 0.5 1452.50 50

Each $29.05 $10.00 $0.00 $47,72351 0.3 22223.25 50 765.00

Each $29.05 $10.00

$100.00

$0.00 $1,8720.3 87 .50 50 30.00

1.3208 0.3 $29.05 $0.00 $1,723138.13 12 4.75

Maintenance and 
Repair Task

Horseshoe pit
Outdoor
amphitheater (5,215 
sfl
Parking lot non- 
paved (spaces)
Parking lot paved
(spaces) _________

I Pickleball court
Picnic table
Playground (non- 
shadfld)________

Playground (shaded)
Racquetball court 
(outdoor)
Ramada (large)
Ramada (small)

Restroom building 
(41,700 sf)

Scoreboard

Tennis center 
(6.581 sf)

Tennis court (lighted)

Tennis court (non- 
Ughted)
Trail-non paved 
(13.208 If)

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan (ii^SraTTSDALE PARKS S RECREATION 402

Maintenance and 
Repair Task

Trail - paved (68.684 
If)
Trash (dumpster 
enclosure)
Trash (dumpster-
-•irTiTkFnrRliliTl

Trash receptacle
Volleyball court
(lighted)_______
Volleyball court 
(non-lighted)

Maintenance and 
repair totals

Total operational 
and maintenance 

expenses

5a 5=
10.000 sq. 

ft. $29.05 718.30 12 $100.00 $8,252.08 $0.00 $8,9606.8684 0.3 24.73

$29.05 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,124Each 49 0.3 5124.42 12 176.40

$29.05 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,347Each 32 0.3 3346.56 12 115.20

$29.05 $0.10 $11,985.00 $0.00 $360,149Each 799 0.1 348164.25 150 11985.00

$29.05 $10.00 $15,000.00 $0.00 $36,788Each 30 0.5 21787.50 50 750.00

Each 7 0.5 $29.05 5083.75 50 $10.00 $3,500.00 $0.00 $8,584 175.00

sc

£ e

The analysis of the park maintenance required 
for the entire parks system justifies 78,25 FTEs,
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KEY FINDINGS

Based on the analysis, parks maintenance is generally performing at a level that meets or exceeds 
the needs of services provided. The Project Team identified the following key findings during discov­

ery sessions and site visits.

Overall Park Maintenance

Positive

Operations follow Industry best practices.

Morning staff huddles are efficient, staff deploy within seven to 10 minutes of clocking in. 
Safety of participants and staff is a priority.

Customer service is a priority.

Parks appear to be well maintained.

Landsi appears to be well maintained; however, many areas are showing the effects of age
and wear.

Staff are welt trained.

Different classifications are used for different job positions. 
Proper supervision of staff is evident.

Staff have regular routines that seem to work well. 
Commitment to improvement is demonstrated

Staff demonstrate good teamwork.

c
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Opportunities for Improvement

Staffing

Collect and document the institutional knowledge and experience of the City's long-tenured 
employees to prepare for staff turnover.

Consider a new salary/compensation study. A perception exists within staff that salaries are low 
compared with neighboring communities for people with the technical skills. Staff Indicate pay 
and compensation studies have been done in the past without results.

Create steps within the pay bands. The maintenance employees would like to see a stepped 
approach (the steps might overlap between the maintenance worker I. maintenance worker II).
Improve compensation or incentive to advance.

Develop position descriptions that are more detailed.

Create additional opportunities for training to allow advancement. Provide compensation for 
certifications.

Improve summer uniforms; the need exists for better, more breathable staff shirts-poll staff for 
suggestions.

Provide footwear options as the required boots are uncomfortable.

Improve communication up and down the organization.

Further analyze the task Admin (Meetings, Paperwork, Supervisory) as this is the third most labor- 
intensive task being performed.

Analyze staffing for each park.

Consider adding an Aquatics Maintenance Technician.

Consider adding an additional vehicle for the aquatic staff.

Review staffing needs for the ballf ields in the north for the weekends - seven-day operations are 
needed from the community services perspective.

Improve staff recruitment and retention practices. 
Allow more time for training and cross-training of staff. • • * ‘ •• • •

• •
• •• •

• •

• ■ • • • • • • •
• • . •
• • • *

• • • 
• •

• •
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^ Assess the need for a new asset management and work tracking software system.

• Develop an improved repair and replacement system to address infrastructure conditions.
^rasa-

# Increase Capital Improvement Plan (DIP) budgets to upgrade and repair parks, aquatics, amenities, and 
facilities. Consider contracting to rehabilitate a park, including turf areas, then return maintenance to 
park staff.

1

m-
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• Identify, communicate, and prioritize staff involvement in the purchase of new equipment and park 
renovation/improvements to help ensure staff resources are allocated properly.

• Develop a succession plan for full-and part-time employees.
|1HinT7'irr~Ti~'r'• i~r " ~ ............ r n nrri'"iTiiiiMirwiiWTiiriiin~'nTrr~iiiiriTi^iiiiiiiiiiiiii(iiiflBTliliMM|

• Encourage leadership staff above the Parks Foreman level to visit parks more often and be visible to 
staff.

• Implement quarterly meetings for parks maintenance staff with leadership.

9 When designing new parks/amenities, account for operations and maintenance needs (staffing, 
equipment, funding). Invest in infrastructure updates;

Signage Is dated and entryways are not very welcoming.

Several facilities and amenities need a refresh.

Aquatic infrastructure - both pools and fountains are older.

Turf and landscaping could use a refresh.

Add equipment storage.

Consider changing passive areas to zero-scape areas to save water and staff time.
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# Consider investing in additional equipment:

Recommend creating a task force of one representative from each work group with their Parks 
Foreman to create an equipment list along with criteria for prioritization.

Battery-powered hand tools, blowers (quieter) - poll staff for suggestions.

Gators, mowing equipment - poll staff for suggestions.

Only one woodchipper for the department

Additional vehicles to reduce windshield time due to shared equipment 
A new tractor (staff would use a tractor weekly or more).

Sports complex does not have a tractor - has 21 fields and really needs one 
North Parks would use an aerator and a tractor, monthly or more often.

# Add in rest and rehabilitation periods (entire season) for athletic fields. Currently fields are overused.

• Need better, improved athletic fields scheduling-need rest periods built into the schedule.

• Supervise the consistency of contractor performance.

• Address issue about homelessness raised by South work unit raised with upper management and did not 
get a response.

• Address need for better support from the police around enforcement. Staff file reports and do not get 
responses.

• Staff indicate lot of projects-taking irrigation staff.

L____ »
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SWOT ANALYSIS
Parks and Recreation is part of Community Services Division/Human Resources/Public Works/Water. 
The following graphic shows fhe organizafional chart for parks maintartance:

Parks and Recreatlon/Westworld Administration (523)
Nick Molinari, Community Services Assistant Director

I
Parks and Rec Mgr,

Tippet
Parks and Rec Mgr.

Jackson
Parks and Ree Mgr.

Clayton

Sets Ranch Park Maint.
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker (3) 
Maint. Worker (2)

North Area Parks (6) 
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker (3) 
Maint. Worker I {2)

Eldorado and Vista del 
Camino Parks (8) 
Maint. Foreman (!) 
Maint. Worker II (3) 
Maint. Worker I (3) 

Maint. Tech 0)

Chaparral Park (7)
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker II (4) 
Maint. Worker (2)

Sports Field Reservation 
Office (4)

Rec Leader Sr. (1)
Rec Leader IIFT(1) 
Rec Leader IIPT (2)

Irrigation System (9) 
Irrigagion System Superv. (1) 
trrigagion System Spec. (1) 

Irrigagion Tech (7)

Downtown District (9) 
Ops Superv. (1)

Maint. Worker 11 (3) 
Maint. Worker I (4) 

Maint. Tech (1)

Civic Center (7)
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker II (3) 
Maint. Worker 1(2) 

Maint. Tech (1)

Medan/ROW Maint (4) 
Ops. Superv. (1)

Maint. Worker II (1) 
Maint. Tech (2)

Landscape Contract (1)
Contract Coord. (1)

Forextry Program (1) 
Maint Worker 11(1)

Leisure Ed/Faeility Reservations
ComSvesOps Supv(l) 
Recreation Leader Sr (1)

Rec Leader II FT (2)
Rec Leader 11 PT(1)

Eldorado Comm Ctr
Rec Leader Sr (2)

Rec Leader II PT(6)

Chaparral Comm Ctr
Com Sves Ops Supv (1)

Rec Leader 11 PT (8)

Adult/Youth Sports 
Rec Leader Sr (1)

Rec Leader II PT (18)
Rec Leader I PT (6)

Sets Ranch Park/Indian School 
Park/Club SAR

Com Sves Ops Supv (1)
Rec Leader Sr (3)
Maint Wrkr 1(1)

Rec Leader 11 PT (17)
Rec Leader I PT (3)

Parks and Rec Mgr.
Walsh

• •
• •

• • • •
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Stadium Operations (22)
Supervisor (1)

Event Coord. (1)
Rnc Loader Sr (U

Rec Leader II FT (2) 
Rec Leader II PT (5) 
Rec Leader I PT (2)

Pro Baseball Maint (11) 
Ops Supervisor (1) 

Maint, Tec (2)
Maint. Worker I (2) 
Maint. Worker II (6)

Sets Sports Complex (11) 
Ops Supervisor (2) 
Rec Leader Sr (1) 
Maint. Wrkr I (2) 
Maint. Wrkr II (1)

BeU Rd Sprts Cmplx (8) 
Maint. Tech (1) 

Maint. Wrkr 1(1) 
Maint. Wrkr II (1)

Rec Leader II FT (2) 
Rec Leader II PT (3)

Reata Ranch Sprts 
Maint. Tech (1) 

Maint. Wrkr I (1)
Rec Leader II FT (1) 
Rec Leader II PT (4)
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Parks and Rec Mgr.
McKee

Parks and Ree Mgr.
Hyun

WestWortd Admin 
Vacant, Gen. Mgr.

Mountain View Park
Com Serv Ops Supv (1) 

Rec Leader II PT (11)

Mtn View/Cactus Maint 
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Wrkr 11(5) 
Maint. Wrkr 1(1)

Youth Development
Rec Leader Sr (2) 
Rec Leader II (21) 
Rec Leader I (17)

Horizon Park

Com Serv Ops Supv (1) 
Rec Leader Sr (1)

Rec Leader II PT(11) 
Rec Leader I PT (5) 
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Wrkr II (6) 
Maint. Wrkr I (2)

Adaptive Services 
Com Serv Ops Supv (1) 

Rec Leader Sr (1)
Rec Leader II PT (8)

Special Events
Rec Leader Sr (1)

Rec Leader II FT(1) 
Rec Leader I! PT{2)

Aquatics-MMR (88)
Ops Supervisor (1) 
Pool Manager (3)

Asst Pool Mgr FT (1) 
Asst Pool MgrPT(8) 

Head Lifeguard PT (10) 
Lifeguard PT (65)

Aquatics-Cactus (58)
Supervisor (1)

Pool Manager (1)
Asst Pool Mgr FT (1) 
Asst Pool Mgr PT (7) 

Head Lifeguard PT (6) 
Lifeguard PT (40)

Rec Leader II PT (2)

Aquatics - Eldorado (41)
Supervisor (1)

Pool Manager (1)
Asst Pool Mgr PT (6) 

Head Lifeguard PT (7) 
Lifeguard PT (26)

Aquatics - Chaparral (20)
Asst Pool Mgr PT (2) 

Head Lifeguard PT (18)

Aquatics Maint. (5) 
Maint. Supv (1) 
Maint. Tech (4)

Operations (31) 
Management Analyst (1)
Arfniini;;trnrive Spnc (1)

Business Mgr (1) 
Customer Serv Rep Sr (1) 
Customer Serv Rep (2) 

Intern (1)

Asst General Mgr (1)
Intern (1)

Director (1)
Facilities Manager (2) 

Maint. Foreman (4) 
Maint. Wrkr III CDL (6) 
Maint.MrkrllCDL(5) 
Maint. Wrkr I CDL (4)
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s (75 positions are active in park 
I, via survey, to provide feedback

Parks/Maintenance:

Position Title

Community services operations supervisor
Parks maintenance foreman______________
Maintenance supervisor - aquatics
Maintenance tech - aquatics/fountalns
Maintenance tech > aquatics
Irrisation systems supervisor
Irrigation systems specialist______________
irrigation technician
Maintenance tech
Maintenance tech - sports fields__________
Maintenance worker ii • cdl
Maintenance worker ii
Maintenance worker i (full-time)
Maintenance worker i
Landscape contracts coordinator

Number of 
Positions

3
7
1
3
2
1
1
7
5
2
1

32
19

1 (.01 FTE)
1

The following is a summary of the SWOT analysis, which was conducted via SurveyMonkey and discovery 
sessions with staff.

All parks maintenance staff members were provided the opportunity to participate in the SWOT analysis 
process via SurveyMonkey; thirty-four staff members participated. The following graphics show the results of 
the SWOT exercise.
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There were 34 responses.

Willingness to help
Response to citizen requests
Great staff

Recreation Amenities/Fields
Excellent Facilities
Excellent customer service

Safety

Commitment to improvement
Well maintained fields

Well maintained parks
Teamwork
Cleanliness

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

Responses

2.) Please list the greatest WEAKNESSES of the Parks Maintenance division.
Now it’s time to consider the division’s weaknesses. Think about what you could improve, 
and the sorts of practices you should avoid.

0SCOTTSDAli PARKS iRtOlEATION 412

1.) Please list the greatest STRENGTH of the Parks Maintenance division. 
Strengths are things that you organization does particularly well, or in a way that 
distinguishes itself.

3.) Please list the greatest OPPORTUNITIES for the Parks Maintenance division.
Think about good opportunities you can spot immediately. These don’t need to be game 
changers: even small advantages can increase you division’s effectiveness.

Th^re were 25 responses.

Time management

Staff retention
Poor summer uniforms
Inconsistent standards
Hiring

Funding
Lack of cohesion

Lack of/oid equipment
Low staffing

0 2 4 6 8 10
Responses

12 14

4.) Please list the greatest THREATS for the parks maintenance division.
Threats include anything that can negatively affect your agency from the outside. A 
challenge posed by an unfavorable trend, event, or development in the environment. This 
threat might lead to the erosion of the agency’s quality service, financial sustainability, 
position, or credibility.

There were 2S responses.

There were 32 responses.

Time management
Staff retention
Poor summer uniforms

Inconsistent standards

Funding
Lack of cohesion

Lack of/otd equipment
Low staffing

Poor communication

Hiring

0123456789 10
Responses

Water shortages

Low staffing

Lack of quality candidates

Lack of communication

Pests

Crime

Homelessness in parks

Staff retention
Low pay
Pay competition with other cities im

0 2 4 6 8
Responses

10 12
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5.) What staffing and resources do you think are necessary to efficiently manage and
^ maintain the city’s parks?

There were ?5 rcspofises.

Increased quality candidates 
Incentives to retain staff

I More training and advancement oppor.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 414

7.) Drawing from your experience, what lessons can be learned from other organizations 
concerning the design and operation of parks?

I Increased staffing

Downtime for field recovery 
Dedicated staff

Increased pay

Better/more equipment 
Increased staffing

Better signage 
Better Job descriptions 
Advancement based on performance 
Communication

Responses I Water conservation

6.) What specific equipment do you feel is needed, that you don't already have?

There were 25 responses.

Laser leveling machine
Mower

Buffalo blowers I r

I More equipment

increased pay

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5

Responses

Blowers

Aerification equipment

Gators

Battery tools

Tract<w

8.) In your view, what tools or process from other departments could the Parks 
Maintenance division use to improve operations and maintenance?

There were 22 responses.

Scheduling

Mower

Responses

More positions

More communication

More batter’ powered tools

Meetings between leadership and 
maintenance

Maintenance standards

John Deeres

Better understanding of prioritization

Allocate resources to understaffed areas

More time for training/cross training

Increased budget

Equipment and storage for each site

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5

Responses



9.) Please list the greatest OPPORTUNITIES for the Parks Maintenance division.
Think about good opportunities you can spot immediately. These don’t need to be game 
changers; even small advantages can increase you division’s effectiveness.

-k

There were 25 responses.

Time management

Staff retention

Poor summer uniforms

Inconsistent standards

Hiring

Funding

Lack of cohesion

Lack of/old equipment

Low staffing m
0 2 4 6 e 10 12 14

Responses

10. Please add any additional comments/feedback/suggestions you might have to help 
improve the Park maintenance practies

There were 5 n

I love working for the Parks and 
Recreation Department!

Better staffing scheduling and pay.

Better communication between everyone 
upper and lower level.

Love my job. Love the folks I work 
with. Looking to advance within the 

City still!

Communication

The SWOT analysis, staff interviews/discovery sessions, and site visits provided valuable information for this 
study. Overall, parks maintenance operations are doing many things well, but there are still opportunities for 
improvement. The great staff; variety and uniqueness of parks aquatics, sports complexes, and amenities: and 
staff teamwork are all points that truly stand out and demonstrate that staff are proud of the work they do.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Planm

KEY OBSERVATIONS

C^SCOnSDAlE # PARKS! RECREATION 416

A combination of communication methods are being used.
Multiple displays are used to show daily maintenance tests and safety information:
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Digital displays could be used to better display daily maintenance tasks;
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Indoor maintenance areas are well organized but could use additional 
storage spaces. Shop area is kept neat and orderly:
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Office spaces are 
functional and organized:

w
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storage for vehicles and 
large mowing equipment:
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Landscaped areas are welt maintained:

Si; Parks and Recreation 
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Some equipment should become 
sui^l^s o^ be disposed of: Sf
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|0pportunities for improvement^
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Staffing

Develop succession plan for parks maintenance operations.

Collect and document the institutional knowledge and experience of the City's long-tenured 
employees to prepare for staff turnover.

Consider a ne 3n study. A perception exists within staff that salaries are low
compared with neighboring communities for people with the technical skills. Staff Indicate pay 
and compensation studies have been done in the past without results.

Create steps within the pay bands. The maintenance employees would like to see a stepped 
approach (the steps might overlap between the maintenance worker I, maintenance worker It).
Improve compensation or incentive to advance.

Develop position descriptions that are more detailed.

Create additional opportunities for training to allow advancement Provide compensation for 
certifications.

Improve summer uniforms; the need exists for better, more breathable staff shirts-poll staff for 
suggestions.

Provide footwear options as required boots are uncomfortable.

Improve communication up and down the organlzatioa

Further analyze the task Admin (Meetings, Paperwork. Supervisory) as this is the third most tabor 
Intensive task being performed.

Analyze staffing for each park.

Consider adding an Aquatics Maintenance Technician.

Consider adding an Aquatics Fountain Technician.

Consider certifying multiple staff as playground inspectors.

Consider adding an additional vehicle for the aquatic staff.

Review staffing needs for the ballfields in the north for the weekends -seven>day operations are 
needed from the community services perspective.

Parks and Recreation 
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Share operational successes and challenges from each parks maintenance work group within the 
organization.

Hold consistent onboarding and training for staff to allow parks maintenance and operations 
training and sharing of staff across work groups when needed.

Improve staff recruitment and retention practices.

Allow more time for training and cross-training of staff.

# Update facilities to enhance employee experiences, such as;

Adding restrooms, break areas with HVAC

Assess the need for a new asset management and work tracking software system.

Develop an improved repair and replacement system to address infrastructure conditions.

Increase CIP budgets to upgrade and repair parks, aquatics, amenities, and facilities. Consider 
contracting to rehabilitate a park, including turf areas, then return maintenance to park staff.

Identify, communicate, and prioritize staff involvement in the purchase of new equipment and park 
renovation/improvements to help ensure staff resources are allocated properly.

Encourage leadership staff above the Parks Foreman level to visit parks more often and be visible 
to staff.

Implement quarterly meetings for parks maintenance staff with leadership.

# When designing new parks/amenities, account for operations and maintenance needs (staffing, 
equipment, funding), invest in infrastructure updates:

Signage Is dated and entryways are not very welcoming.

Several facilities and amenities need a refresh.

Aquatic infrastructure-both pools and fountains are older.

Turf and landscaping could use a refresh.

Add equipment storage.

Consider changing passive areas to zero-scape areas to save water and staff time.
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• Consider investing in additional equipment

Recommend creating a task force of one representative from each work group with their Parks 
Foreman to create an equipment list along with criteria for prioritization.

Battery-powered hand tools, blowers (quieter) > poll staff for suggestions.

Gators, mowing equipment - poll staff for suggestions.

Only one woodchipper for the department

Additional vehicles to reduce wirrashield time due to shared equipment

Need a new tractor (staff would use a tractor weekly or more).

Sports complex does not have a tractor-has 21 fields and really need one.

North Parks would use an aerator and a tractor, monthly or more often.

i Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 'oTTSDAli PARKS i RECREATION

• Add In rest and rehabilitation periods (entire season) for athletic fields. Currently fields are overused.

Need better, improved athletic fields scheduling - need rest periods built into the schedule.

• Supervise the consistency of contractor performance.

• Address Issue about homelessness raised by South work unit raised with upper management and did not 
get a response.

• Address need for better support from the police around enforcement. Staff file reports and do not get 
responses.

• Staff indicate lot of projects - taking irrigation staff.

• Expand funding for critical and ongoing repair needs.

• Set consistent expectations for operations and maintenance standards for all parks maintenance work 
groups.

• Develop consistent standards for equipment storage and maintenance operations.

• improve storage, especially of maintenance equipment.

• Upgrade infrastructure (e.g., walkways, structures, landscape and turf, restrooms, irrigation).

• Address the issue of obtaining sufficient water and identify methods to reduce the need for water 
irrigation, as identified by staff.

m
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(The following text is sourced from the 2023/24 Scottsdale Adopted Budget)

l^Resti«Wlities and Tasks

• Operates and maintains 21 neighborhood parks, covering 162 acres that provide primary recreation 
services that are easily accessible and serve local residents within a 15-minute walk.

• Operates and maintains 13 community parks totaling 600 acres that typically include a community 
center to provide Intergenerational activities, lighted recreational amenities, and sports fields that serve 
large regional areas of the city.

# Operates and/or maintains eight specialty parks totaling 253 acres that preserve significant unique 
features of the community, ranging from large natural preserves to historic and specialized features, 
such as Pinnacle Peak Park.

• Operates the Scottsdale Stadium and McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park maintenance. These parks 
draw local, national, and international recognition and visitors.

• Manages all operational aspects of a variety of facilities, programs, and services including six after­
school programs, six community centers, three year-round aquatic centers, one seasonal pool, three 
sports complexes, tennis and pickleball courts, leisure education programs, citywide special events, 
youth and adult sports, citywide landscape contracts, irrigation systems, lakes, and fountains.

• Manages the intergovernmental agreement with Scottsdale Unified School District that coordinates the 
sharing of programs and facilities.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE ASSESSMENT

The Project Team conducted an extensive evaluation of the City of Scottsdale's organizational and management 
structure, staffing, and financial investnnent in parks aixl recreation to assess the City's effectiveness and 
efficiency. This report is designed to complement other planning documents within the overall parks and 
recreation master plan. This report is intended to help address the following questions:

* Are resources allocated appropriately compared to other similar parks and recreation agencies serving 
equivalent populations?

• Is the city’s investment in parks and recreation sufficient and appropriate?

• Is the organizational setup optimized to enhance service delivery?

• What are the SWOT associated with the organizational structure?

• Is the administrative workload commensurate with the organization's needs?

• What alternative funding opportunities are viable for supporting the department?

The current organizational structure is set up in workgroups that include administration, park and facility 
maintenance, and recreation. This structure helps limit siloing of work groups and contributes to a positive 
sense of teamwork. It appears to work very well for both the department and community.

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan C^SCOTTSDALE PARKS & RECREATION

Current Circumstances?

426

Under the supervision of the Community Services Manager, the Assistant Community Services Manager 
(ACSM) fulfills the role of Parks and Recreation Director, independently overseeing daily operations 
encompassing budgeting, personnel management, policy formulation, parks maintenance, capital 
development, recreation programs and facilities, special events, cultural programs, facilities management, and 
intergovernmental relations. Notably, the analysis or report does not cover the Westworld facility, which also 
falls under the purview of the ACSM.

Assisting the ACSM is a robust leadership team comprising seven Parks and Recreation Manager positions. 
Each Parks and Recreation Manager assumes responsibility for a diverse portfolio encompassing both 
recreation and park maintenance duties.

Parks and recreation services are administered through six divisions and the McCormack-Stillman Railroad 
Park that collectively employs 248.93 full-time equivalent (FTE) staff members. Staffing levels have remained 
stable since 2021, with minimal fluctuations. Refer to Figure 1 for the organizational chart

The department operates within a budget of $27,387,148 as stipulated in the current 2023/2024 budget, with 
personnel expenses comprising the majority (61%) of expenditures.

The Scottsdale community is projected to grow by 12% by 2038. Although this growth Is moderate, an 
additional 29,000 residents and a 15% increase in households requiring parks and recreation services are 
anticipated in the future. It is imperative to contextualize this analysis within both the current and 
anticipated population growth trajectories.

• Offers Adaptive Services activities and support for people of all ages with disabilities.
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Figure 1: Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Organizational Chart

Parks and Recreatlon/Westworld Administration (523) 
Nick Molinari, Community Services Assistant Director

I
Parks and Ree Mgr.

Tippet
Parks and Ree Mgr.

Jackson

i
Parka and Rec Mgr.

Clayton

Sets Ranch Park Maint.
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker (3) 
Maint. Worker (2)

North Area Parks (6) 
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker (3) 
Maint. Worker I (2)

Eldorado and Vista del 
Camino Parks (8)
Maint, Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker II (3) 
Maint, Worker I (3) 

Maint. Tech (1)

Chaparral Park (7)
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker II (4) 
Maint. Worker (2)

Sports Field Reservation 
Office (4)

Rec Leader Sr. (1)
Rec Leader II FT (1) 
Rec Leader II PT (2)

Irrigation System (9) 
Irrtgagion System Superv. (1) 
Irrigagion System Spec. (1) 

Irrigagion Tech (7)

Downtown District (9) 
Ops Superv. (1)

Maint. Worker It (3) 
Maint. Worker I (4) 

Maint. Tech (1)

Civic Center (7)
Maint, Foreman (1) 
Maint. Worker 11 (3) 
Maint. Worker I (2) 

Maint. Tech (!)
Medan/ROW Maint. (4) 

Ops. Superv. (1)
Maint. Worker II (1) 

Maint. Tech (2)

Landscape Contract (1)
Contract Coord. 0)

Forextry Program {1}
Maint Worker II (1)

Leisure Ed/Facility Reservations
Com Sves Ops Supv (1) 
Recreation Leader Sr (1)

Rec Leader II FT (2)
Rec Leader 11 PT(1)

Eldorado Comm Ctr 
Rec Leader Sr (2)

Rec Leader II PT (6)

Chaparral Comm Ctr
Com Sves Ops Supv (1)

Rec Leader 11 PT (8)

Adult/Youth Sports
Rec Leader Sr (1)

Rec Leader MPT (18)
Rec Leader I PT (6)

Sets Ranch Park/Indian School 
Park/Club SAR 

Com Sves Ops Supv (1)
Rec Leader Sr (3)
Maint Wrkr 1(1)

Rec Leader II PT (17)
Rec Leader I PT (3)

I
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Parks and Rac Mgr, 
Walsh

Stadium Operations (22)
Supervisor (1)

Event Coord. (1)
R<'C Lu.i'Jur Sf ll)

Rec Leader II FT (2) 
Rec Leader II PT (5) 
Rec Leader I PT (2)

Pro Baseball Maint (11) 
Ops Supervisor (1) 

Maint. Tec (2) 
Maint. Worker I (2) 
Maint. Worker II (6)

Sets Sports Complex (11)
Ops Supervisor (2) 
Rec Leader Sr (1) 
Maint. Wrkr I (2) 
Maint. Wrkr II (1)

B«U Rd SprtsCmplx (8) 
Maint. Tech (1) 

Maint. Wrkr I (1) 
Maint. Wrkr II (1)

Rec Leader II FT (2) 
Rec Leader II PT (3)

Re«nta Ranch Sprts 
Maint. Tech (1) 

Maint. Wrkr 1(1)
Rec Leader II FT (1) 
Rec Leader II PT (4)
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Parks and Ree Mgr. 
McKee

Parks and Ree Mgr.
Hyun

WastWorld Admin 
Vacant, Gen. Mgr.

Mountain View Park 
Com Serv Ops Supv (1) 

Rec Leader IIPT (11)

Mtn View/Cactus Maint 
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Wrkr II (5) 
Maint. Wrkr 1(1)

Youth Development 
Rec Leader Sr (2) 
Rec Leader II (21) 
Rec Leader I (17)

Horizon Park

Com Serv Ops Supv (1) 
Rec Leader Sr (1) 

Rec Leader II PT (11) 
Rec Leader I PT (5) 
Maint. Foreman (1) 
Maint. Wrkr II (6) 
Maint. Wrkr I (2)

Adaptive Services
Com Serv Ops Supv (1) 

Rec Leader Sr (1) 
Rec Leader II PT (8)

Special Events
Rec Leader Sr (1) 

Rec Leader II FT (1) 
Rec Leader IIPT (2)

Aquatics-MMR (88)
Ops Supervisor (1) 
Pool Manager (3)

Asst Pool Mgr FT (1) 
Asst Pool Mgr PT (8) 

Head Lifeguard PT (10) 
Lifeguard PT (65)

Aquatics - Cactus (58)
Supervisor (1)

Pool Manager (1)
Asst Pool Mgr FT (1) 
Asst Pool Mgr PT (7) 

Head Lifeguard PT (6) 
Lifeguard PT (40)

Rec Leader II PT (2)

Aquatics - Eldorado (41) 
Supervisor (1)

Pool Manager (1)
Asst Pool Mgr PT (6) 

Head Lifeguard PT(7) 
Lifeguard PT (26)

Aquatics - Chaparral (20)
Asst Pool MgrPT(2) 

Head Lifeguard PT (18)

Aquatics Maint. (5) 
Maint. Supv (1) 
Maint. Tech (4)

Operations (31)
Management Analyst (1)

Spec (1)

Business Mgr (1) 
Customer Serv Rep Sr (1) 

Customer Serv Rep (2) 
Intern (1)

Asst General Mgr (1)
Intern (1)

Director (1)
Facilities Manager (2) 

Maint. Foreman (4) 
Maint. Wrkr III CDL (6) 
Maint. Mrkr II CDL (5) 
Maint. Wrkr I COL (4)
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Investment in Staffing
To assess staffing adequacy, this analysis concentrated on parks and recreation, excluding enterprise funds or 
activities. The Project Team examined FTEs (both full-time and part-time positions) based on the city’s 2023/24 
adapted budget. However, 53 FTEs, or 21.3% of staffing, is allocated to supporting a tourism economy related 
to professional baseball and were excluded from this analysis.

When compared to other agencies serving similar populations (247,215 residents, as indicated in the 
demographics section of the master plan), the department’s 195.93 FTEs dedicated to traditional parks and 
recreation exceed those of comparable agenoies. According to NRPA’s 2024 Agency Performance Review, 
organizations serving populations near 250,000 residents might employ approximately 180 FTEs.

Another approach to staffing analysis is comparing FTEs to population served or FTEs per 10,000 residents.
To help ensure a fair comparison, both total staffing and staffing excluding support for professional baseball 
are considered. The department provides 10.06 FTEs per 10,000 residents in total and 7.9 FTEs per 10.000 
residents without support for professional baseball. Comparatively, NRPA data suggests that agencies may 
employ between 3.8 (low) to 12.2 (high) FTEs per 10,000 residents, with a median of 7.9 FTEs per 10,000 
residents. In this scenario, Scottsdale’s staffing falls at the median point, indicating an appropriate level.

Population density can also influence staffing requirements, with agencies serving denser communities 
typically requiring more FTEs per resident. Agencies serving areas with over 2,500 people per square mile may 
necessitate staffing levels closer to the higher quartile. Scottsdale's population density is approximately 1.300 
residents per square mile.

Local and regional benchmarking provides valuable insights, although it should not be the sole basis for 
decision-making as each agency and community have unique programs and needs. However, comparisons to 
other regional parks and recreation agencies offer an additional perspective. Table 1 indicates that among 
comparable agencies, staffing per 10,000 residents ranks second only to Tempo

4/ . ■r;-- - vM

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 0SCOTTSDAIE !?■ PARKS & RECREATION

CITY INVESTMENT IN PARKS AND RECREATION

The Project Team examiried investments in staffing and dedicated general fund budgets. By leveraging both 
benchmarking data from local agencies and insights from the National Recreation and Park Association's 
(NRPA) 2024 National Agency Performance Review, valuable perspectives can be obtained to characterize the 
investment.
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Table 1: Comparable Parks and Recreation Agency Staffing

Population

Scottsdale Gilbert Peoria Mesa Glendale Surprise Avondale Tempe

FTE per 10,000

10.06
7.9 without 

Professional 
Baseball

Department
Operating

Expenditures
Per Capita 

$109.98/Year

3.17 4.40

512,000

7.08

258.255

3.99

120,000

5.58

92,324

8.64

185,950

1Z21

Parks and Recreation Expenditures
The department's budget totaling $27,387,148, reflects a notable 15% 
increase since 2021, as depicted in Figure 2. In comparison to other 
typical parks and recreation agencies in the United States serving similar 
populations, which may allocate between $39.69 (tow) and $160.76 
(high) per capita, with a median of $87.10 per capita, the department’s 
Investment stands slightly above the median at $109.98 per capita but 
remains significantly below the high-end investment level. This 
indicates that the general fund investment is deemed appropriate.
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Figure 2: Parks and Recreation Expenditures

$28,000,000

$27,000,000

$26,000,000

$25,000,000

$24,000,000

$23,000,000

$22,000,000

-.....S27;3azi4a-

98B

S23.741,509

$21,000,000
2021/2022

Actual
2021/2022

Budget
2023/2024

Budget

Recreation 
Revenues 

Per Capita 
$11.92/Year

It is crucial to also assess revenue per capita. According to the 2024 Agency 
Performance Review, comparable departments to Scottsdale typically 
generate between $2.75 and $23.09 revenue per capita, with a median 
of $9.70. Scottsdale’s projected revenues for 2023 amount to $11.92 per 
resident, surpassing the median and indicating appropriateness. However, 
there remains potential to further enhance recreation revenue generation.

• • • • • • • •• •• •
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EFFECTIVENESS OF THE DEPARTMENT’S ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE 

As of March 2024, during the completion of this assessment, multiple key management roles were 
unfilled, providing an opportunity to evaluate and suggest any necessary adjustments aimed at enhancing 
the efficiency and effectiveness of delivering parks and recreation services. An initial evaluation of the 
department's organizational framework took place in March 2024.

Organizational Structure Assessment Process

The organizational structure assessment process involved conducting a staff survey focusing on the SWOT 
pertaining specifically to the organizational structure. Seventy staff members participated in the survey, 
facilitated through the SurveyMonkey platform.

Additionally, stakeholder interviews and workshops were held internally, engaging Parks and Recreation 
Managers, as well as key figures from Finance and Human Resources (HR). Staff Input was Instrumental in 
identifying key tasks. The leadership team actively participated in an organizational structure workshop.

Staff SWOT Exercise

Seventy staff members contributed a total of 308 responses to a survey conducted through SurveyMonkey, 
which targeted SWOT specifically related to the organizational structure. The subsequent figures depict the 
outcomes of the SWOT analysis. Figures 3 and 4 provide insights into both the classifications and the nature 
of the work carried out by the SWOT participants. Figure 5 highlights that over 60% of participants have been 
employed for more than six years.

Figure 3: SWOT Participation by Position Type

Manager

Supervisor

Coordinator

Park technician

Skilled trade

Administration

Front line service (i.e., customer service, 
lifeguard, etc.)

Other (please specify)

6,67%

24.44%

8.89%

24.44%

8.89%

!■ 1.11%

7.78%

17.78%

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00%

Responses

20.00% 25.00% 30,00%



433 * -id
Figure 4: SWOT Participation by Type of Work Performed

Park maintenance

Building maintenance/trades

Aquatics

Sports

Stadiums and facilities

Library

Division management

Special events

Marketing

Youth programs

Adaptive services

K3

tsm
Senior programs and services

Other recreation programs and activities ;

Budget, finance and/pr administration .

Volunteer management

Lifeguard

Customer service

Other (please specify) 1

feM

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00% 45.00%

^ Responses

Figure 5; Length of Employment-SWOT Participants
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Table 2 outlines the strengths, which were corroborated through on-site visits and interviews with staff 
members across various levels of the organization. The survey showed that Scottsdale Community Services 
demonstrates a strong commitment to both teamwork and communication. The consultants observed that 
while it is somewhat uncommon to receive repeated commendations regarding communication as a strength, it 
is not unusual when considering areas for enhancement.

Similar to many parks and recreation organizations, communication emerged as the aspect with the 
greatest potential for improvement at Scottsdale’s parks and recreation department, as Indicated in Table 3. 
Additionally, areas identified for improvement included employee recruitment and retention, time taken to fill 
vacancies, and certain employees’ spans of control. A prevalent concern employees highlighted was the lack of 
equitable workload distribution.

Table 2: Strengths of Scottsdale’s Organizational Structure

Strengths

Teamwork

Communication

Reporting relationships

Service to the public

Autonomous work

Repeated Responses

12

9

5

5

2

0-2 years

3-S years

6-10 years

11+ years IS

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00%

" Responses
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Table 3: Areas of Potential improvement Related to the Scottsdale Organizational 
Structure

436

Weaknesses

Communication

Time for HR to fill vacancies

Staff shortages

Budgets and resources

Span of control

Internal response to internal work requests

Retaining employees

Management support

Pay structures

Advancement

Repeated Responses

14

6

4

4

4

3

2

2

2

2

The analysis of opportunities echoed similar themes to areas for improvement, such as achieving a more 
equitable workload distribution and enhancing communication. Concerns regarding pay scales were also 
recurrent throughout the exercise.
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The city's impending job classification and pay survey provides an opportunity to capitalize on additional 
communication and further evaluation of workloads, presenting numerous possibilities to enhance the existing 
structure, as detailed in Table 4. Threats, as outlined in Table 5. remained largely consistent, with only four 
areas reiterated by employees. The predominant threats highlighted were competing pay scales for attracting 
employees and a constrained labor market.

Table 4: Opportunities for Improvement to the Organizational Structure

Opportunities

More equitable workload

Better communication

More training

Pay scales

Better internal collaboration

More staff meetings

Span of control

HR efficiency

Management qualifications

Need horticulturists

Organizational culture

Repeated Responses

12

10

6

5

5

4

4

3

3

3

3

Table 5: Threats to the Organizational Structure

Strengths

Competing pay scales

Labor market

HR recruitment

Contractors

Repeated Responses

39

16

3

3
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Proposed Organizational Structure

The Project Team facilitated a half-day workshop with the department’s leadership team to thoroughly examine 
reporting relationships. Presently, the department is structured into seven workgroups, one of which oversees 
the McCormlck-Stillman Railroad Park. While the groups were previously identified by the last name of the 
manager on the organizational chart, each workgroup was assigned a proposed name during the workshop. The 
Project Team recommends that, following the workshop, the department’s senior leadership team consider the 
structure outlined in Table 6.

This revised structure enables the department to reallocate one key (vacant) management position, which 
could be filled as a more traditional Parks and Recreation Director or explore other viable options. However, 
the consultants note that a drawback of this new organizational structure Is the increased span of control for 
managers of two workgroups. Both managers for the new recreation and parks divisions would oversee nine 
direct reports, whereas a more manageable workload typically consists of four to six direct reports.

A review of the tasks performed by both frontline and management employees was completed. All tasks 
reported by employees appear consistent and appropriate.

• •m a©
Sports and 

Tourism 
Stadium Operations

Professionai
Baseball

Maintenance
Scottsdale Sports 

Complex
Bell Road Sports 

Complex
Reata Ranch

Sports

Aquatic 
Facilities and 

Services
Cactus Aquatic & 

Fitness Center
Eidorado Aquatic & 

Fitness Center
Chaparrai Park 
Aquatic Center

McDowell Mountain 
Ranch Park Aquatic 

Center
Aquatic

Maintenance

Specialty 
Maintenance 

irrigation Systems 
Downtown District
Scottsda/e Civic 

Center

Parks
North Area Parks
Scottsda/e Ranch 
Park Maintenance

Recreation 
Vouth Deve/opment

Mountain View 
Community Center

Del Camino Parks 
Landscape Contracts Mountain View Park

Mountain View/ 
Cactus Maintenance

FI Dorado and Vista Horizon Community 
Center

Median/ROW
Maintenance

Forestry Program 
fProposedJ

Horizon Park 
Chaparral Park 

Adutt/Youth Sports
Neighborhood Parks 

/Proposed)

Indian School Park 
Tennis

Scottsdale Park 
Tennis

Club SAR
Leisure and 

Education Programs
E/ Dorado 

Community Center
Adaptive Services 

Special Events

McCormick-Stillman 
Railroad Park

Railroad Park 
Special Events
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RESOURCE ALLOCATION

The department implements an annual budget to establish priorities, direct staff, and allocate resources 
primarily for fulfilling the parks and recreation needs of city residents. The general fund serves as the principal 
operating fund, contributing 86% of the total budget. Additional funds are allocated from Special Program 
Funds. Stadium Facility Fund, and the Transportation Fund. A small portion of grant revenue is also received.

Revenue-to-Operating Expenditures: Cost Recovery

Cost recovery serves as a valuable indicator of how effectively an agency allocates its general fund budgets. 
Over-allocating general funds often leads to suboptimal revenue generation opportunities, while under­
allocating may result in higher participation and user fees for residents, potentially limiting access to programs 
and facilities. In more affluent communities, departments may maintain high cost recovery rates and offer 
access opportunities with minimal user fees.

The projected overall operating cost recovery in the 2023/24 adopted budget is 34%. Comparable agencies 
typically recover between 11.5% (low) and 38.4% (high), with a median of 22% (in 2022), of operating 
expenditures from locally generated revenues. This higher cost recovery rate enables the department to provide 
programs and service with modest user fees. Youth programs, adult sports, and adaptive recreation programs 
are offered at affordable costs while maintaining high-quality services.

Currently, the department lacks a resource allocation policy, which would help ensure resources are 
appropriately allocated and revenue opportunities align with community needs and City Council values and 
priorities. During the master planning process. The Project Team introduced recreation staff to the key elements 
of a resource allocation and cost recovery philosophy through an introductory class.

Resource Allocation and Cost Recovery Philosophy

The resource allocation and cost recovery philosophy, initially developed by The Project Team, has become a 
standard practice nationwide. This philosophy is founded on the principle that while all parks and recreation 
facilities, programs, and services aim to enhance the lives of community members, not all should necessarily 
receive equal levels of subsidy. Generally, the greater the community benefit a facility, program, or service 
provides, the higher the taxpayer subsidy it may receive. Conversely, programs offering unique individual 
benefits rely more on user fees and may subsidize programs positioned lower on the priority pyramid, as 
depicted in Figure 6.

mS'sgS* Parks and Recreation 
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Most Individual Benefits

4

3

Considerable Individual Benefits

Individual/Community Benefit 
(Balanced Beneficiaries)

Revenue Positive 
Enterprise

2 Considerable Community Benefit

1 Mostiy Community Benefit No Recovery 
Full Subsidy

Use of this model can help to provide consistency in both budgeting and setting fees for services. It offers 
a professional data-driven way to account for resource decisions. Is easier for community members to 
understand, and very transparent.

KEY FINDINGS 

To assess the current organizational and management structure for both satisfaction and efficiency. The 
Project Team carefully evaluated observations and staff feedback. This analysis encompassed input from staff 
focus groups: a community needs assessment survey; benchmarking data from local, regional, and national 
sources; and insights from consultants. The culmination of this analysis yielded the following key findings:

• The current organizational and accounting structure impacts the ability to track and make easy data- 
driven decisions.

• The current structure is functional and works well.

* Opportunities exist to consolidate work groups under six managers to allow reallocation of one position.

• As population grows, additional resources must be allocated to help ensure a consistent level of service.

• Both budgets and staffing are at appropriate levels.

• Revenues are appropriate but on the low end for some activities, notably adult sports.

• The department would benefit greatly from a resource allocatlon/cost recovery study.

• Further study is needed regarding the equity between classifications. Employees at different levels 
requested a more equitable workload.

• The department should monitor recruitment opportunities and continue to consider competing wages 
paid in the city.
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STAFFING AND RESOURCES FOR SUCCESS

Long Term
• Create a storage solution in community centers for class instructors and sports partners to 

store and access equipment. Right now, lock boxes are used to store sports equipment in 
parks and instructors need to bring their own equipment in and out of classes

Mid Term
• Add field prep team and bring under maintenance

• Create a non-deputized park ranger program to keep watch of the parks through the night

• Create positions for park hosts that can enforce field and ramada reservations and provide 
renters with a point of contact to check in with

• Purchase aerifiers and bring all aerification activity for major turf areas in-house

• Shift park irrigation pump responsibility from water department to parks and recreation

Short/Ongoing
• Replace sports field lighting as needed to maintain lighting warranties

Short Term
• Create a dedicated position between parks and recreation, facilities, and tourism 

departments that has a thorough understanding of all city venues and offerings and can 
market and book these venues for events

• Create a list of design standards/guidelines for Capital Projects to ensure parks and 
recreation standards are being upheld during capital projects when parks and recreation is 
not a major project stakeholder/internal client.

• Create a list of design standards/guidelines for Capital Projects to ensure parks and 
recreation standards are being upheld during capital projects when parks and recreation is 
not a major project stakeholder/internal client

• Create asset management/replacement program for event equipment and plan to purchase 
necessary equipment that is currently being rented and adequate storage facilities

• Create a position for a dedicated Parks and Recreation project manager to handle capital 
improvement projects

• Create asset management/replacement program for event equipment and plan to purchase 
necessary equipment that is currently being rented and adequate storage facilities

• Create a teen volunteer program and coordinate with local service learning programs for 
future volunteer integration

• Provide training to appropriate staff on procurement processes and expectations for third- 
party contracts and purchase orders. Work with purchasing to formalize a process, key 
terms, preferred contact methods
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VISIONARY PROJECTS
This section illustrates projects that embody the key desired outcomes of the master plan and could shape the 
future of Scottsdale's parks and recreation system. Visionary projects represent the implementation of services 
and facilities desired by the community and the ultimate goals of the parks and recreation system and by 
providing a long-range look to address future needs and deficiencies. The visionary projects address complete 
renovations of select aging parks and facilities. Visionary project Include:

Indian School Park Master Plan Implementation
The Indian School Park Master Plan included a robust community-driven approach to determine needs and 
priorities of residents and users. The master plan included a hybrid approach to outreach including a project- 
specific interactive website, interactive map. public workshops, virtual meetings, mailers and pop-up events. 
The site-specific master plan's project website received over 5,000 views and over 1,000 feedback responses. 
This master plan truly embodies the needs of the community and also serves the broader needs of the city.

HIGH- AND MEDIUM-PRIORITY NEEDS MET AS PART 
OF THIS PROJECT:

• MuUi-U3B paths

• Natural areas and gtaen spaces s

. Pickteball courts

• Indoor fitness and exercise facilities
• Destination and adventure playgrounds and . 

splash pads

« Outdoor exercise equipment

• Park ramadas/pavilions

• Indoor hard courts ,

• Recreation/community centers _
• Outdoor performance spaces V

• Rock walls and ropes courses .

. Shaded sports flslds

• Tennis courts
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ETease reference Apendix A; Indian School Park Master Plan for more information
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Cactus Park Aquatics Facility
This project includes the complete replacement of the Cactus Park Aquatics facility to meet increasing 
aquatics demands. The current facility is in poor condition and has many limitations including pool leakage, 
dated, restrooms, limited Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access and security concerns. The existing 
facility hosts 144,000 guests annually and is the only City aquatics facility that can host swimming and 
diving competitions. The aquatics facility replacement project was supported as part of the Bond 2019. This 
plan recommends moving forward with a the replacement and expansion of the existing facility as well as 
the inclusion of additional recreation center space at this facility. A renovation of the park should also be 
considered as part of this project.

HIGH- AND MEDIUM-PRIORITY NEEDS MET AS PART 
OF THIS PROJECT:

Multi-use paths 
Pickleball courts

indoor fitness and exercise facilities 
Destination and adventure playgrounds and 
splash pads

Aquatics and pool facilities

Outdoor exercise equipment 
Park ramadas/pavilions 
Indoor hard courts 
Recreation/community centers 
Outdoor performance spaces 
Tennis court replacement

Vista del Camino Park and Eldorado Park Master Plan 
Implementation
In 2019, the City of Scottsdale completed the Indian Bend Wash Master Plan: Thomas to McKelllps. Some of 
the recommendations of that plan, including lake and irrigation infrastructure repairs, are currently being 
implemented. This visionary project includes the implementation of the master plan recommendations as well 
as an overlay plan that studies the entirety of the Indian Bend Wash corridor.

HIGH- AND MEDIUM-PRIORITY NEEDS MET AS PART 
OF THIS PROJECT:

• Nalure trails

• Multi-use paths

• Natural areas and green spaces

• Pickleball courts
• Dog parks

• Destination and adventure playgrounds and 
splash pads

• Aquatics and pool facilities

Outdoor exercise equipment

Park ramadas/pavilions

Recreation/community centers

Outdoor performance spaces

Bike parks

Fishing areas
Tennis court replacement
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FUNDING STRATEGIES

As parks and recreation systems grow and diversify the services offered, they must also identify, develop 
and diversify their revenue source options. Nationally, a growing number of municipalities have developed 
policies on the pricing of services, cost recovery rates, and partnership agreements for programs and facilities 
provided to the community. They have also developed strong partnerships that are fair and equitable in the 
delivery of services based on who received the service, for what purpose, for what benefit, and for what costs.

The City of Scottsdale understands the importance and regularly takes advantage of opportunities to utilize 
parks and recreation facilities and sports complexes as tourism and economic drivers. City residents, staff, 
and leadership agree that increased parks and recreation opportunities equate to increased quality of life 
and property values. Through increased maintenance, further activation of community park sites, creation of 
additional indoor recreation space, and increased special event opportunities, there are a myriad of untapped 
opportunities that exist to bolster the Interrelationship between parks and recreation, tourism, and economic 
development

In the City of Scottsdale, some of these policies and management practices are in place or being considered 
and others should be considered for future implementation. Some of these sources can potentially be 
considered as a revenue option to support the capital and operational needs of the City. In addition, the 
Parks and Recreation Department, along with City leadership, need to establish a philosophy that includes 
boundaries of what are acceptable earned income opportunities. The Parks and Recreation Department also 
needs to continually develop and update its business plans for its facilities and rentable venues it manages, 
as well as the core recreation programs. Managing good data is crucial to making good decisions on revenue 
development.
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Bond Financing

Municipal bonds can be issued to finance parks and recreation projects. These bonds are 
backed by the government and typically repaid using tax revenues or user fees associated 
with the park or recreation facility. Bond financing allows for large-scale projects that may 
require significant upfront investment that address needs that are identified as unmet 
community priorities. Scottsdale passed a bond in 2019. Many of the parks and recreation 
capital improvement projects associated with the 2019 bond have been constructed or are in 
the design and construction phases.

Capital Improvement Fees

Many parks and recreation systems add a capital improvement fee onto an existing user fee 
when they develop or enhance major recreation facilities. This is usually applied to amenities 
like aquatics facilities, recreation centers, and special-use facilities. The dollars gained either 
offset the cost of the capital improvement or the revenue bond that was used to develop or 
enhance the special use facility. Once the capital improvement is paid off, the fee typically 
expires and is discontinued.

it is important to note that the suitability of these funding strategies can vary depending on 
the specific project, location, and available resources. A comprehensive funding strategy 
may involve a combination of these approaches to ensure the successful implementation 
and long-term sustainability of parks and recreation projects.

Corporate Sponsorships

Parks and recreation projects can seek corporate sponsorships to secure funding. In 
exchange for financial support, sponsors may receive branding opportunities, advertising 
exposure, or other promotional benefits.

Government Grants

Parks and recreation projects can often qualify for government grants from federal, state, 
and local agencies. These grants are typically awarded based on the project’s alignment 
with specific criteria, such as community impact, environmental sustainability, or economic 
development. The City regularly utilizes grant funding, such as Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funding, for parks and recreation projects and can continue to mine for 
additional grant funding opportunities.

Impact Fees

Impact fees are charges imposed on new developments to mitigate the impacts they have on 
the community, such as increased demand for parks and recreation facilities. These fees are 
typically collected by the City and used to fund the construction or expansion of parks and 
recreation infrastructure.



\ * • • •• •
• * • * , • V • ■ ► • •

• • • t • , •• • . * •• • » • . • *

Maintenance Endowment Fund

This is a fund dedicated exclusively for a park's maintenance and is funded by a percentage 
of user fees from programs, events, and rentals. The fee is paid by users and is added to a 
dedicated fund for facility and equipment replacement.

Maintenance, Preservation, and Protection Tax

This tax is a ballot proposal that would replace and reduce an expiring 0.20% city sates tax 
with a 0.15% sales tax to provide funds solely for capital replacements and improvements at 
City parks and recreational facilities and additional maintenance, preservation and protection, 
including police and fire protection, of City parks and the McDowell Sonoran Preserve. This 
tax would expire after 30 years.

The ballot proposal was recommended by the Protect and Preserve Scottsdale Task Force, 
consisting of nine residents appointed by the City Council to develop financial strategy 
recommendations to preserve and protect Scottsdale's parks, open spaces, and quality of 
life. A current 0.20% city sates tax that was approved by voters in 1995 to acquire land in 
the McDowell Sonoran Preserve will sunset in 2025. The task force concluded their work 
by recommending that the expiring tax be replaced and reduced to 0.15% to solely fund 
improvements and maintenance for citywide parks and recreational facilities (including 
WestWorld), maintenance and protection for the McDowell Sonoran Preserve, and increase 
police and fire resources for citywide parks and the Preserve. The City Council accepted that 
recommendation and placed this proposal on the ballot for voter consideration in November 
2024.

Park Revolving Fund

A park revolving fund is a dedicated financial mechanism established to support the ongoing 
development, enhancement, and maintenance of parks and recreation facilities. The primary 
purpose of these funds is to generate revenue through various means, such as park user fees, 
sponsorships, donations, and grants. The generated funds are then reinvested back into the 
parks to improve amenities, infrastructure, programming, and overall park experiences. Park 
revolving funds offer a sustainable financial mechanism for supporting park development 
and maintenance. By reinvesting generated revenues into park projects, these funds ensure 
the long-term sustainability and improved amenities of parks and recreational facilities. 
Successful implementation requires careful planning, stakeholderengagement, and effective 
financial management.
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Partnerships

Partnerships are joint-development funding sources or operational funding sources formed 
between separate agencies, such as two government entities, a non-profit, a public agency, 
or a private business and a public agency. Partners jointly develop revenue-producing 
parks and recreation facilities and may share risk, operational costs, responsibilities, and 
asset management based on the strengths of each partner. In this approach, entities may 
provide funding or resources in exchange for specific benefits, such as naming rights, 
advertising opportunities, or revenue-sharing agreements.

The City currently utilizes many partnerships and agreements that are joint-development 
funding sources or operational funding sources between separate agencies. Revisiting 
the terms of partnerships is important to ensure the agreement's terms are still valid 
and the need for partnership has not changed. Existing partnership agreements should 
be updated regularly to ensure the purpose of the partnership, what is being provided, 
and the terms of the agreement are accurate. New partnerships should be forged as the 
Department continues to evolve and modernize the parks and recreation system to align 
with community needs. Ensure that partnerships are fair and equitable to the Department 
and to the partner with the best interests of the community prioritized.

Philanthropic Donations

Non-profit organizations, foundations, and individual donors can contribute funds to support 
parks and recreation projects. These donations are often made in the form of grants, 
sponsorships, or endowments. Philanthropic donations can be essential for funding projects 
that benefit specific communities or have a social or environmental focus.
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SHAPING SCOTTSDALE
Sports tourism has emerged as a significant driver of economic development in cities 
around thecountry, including Scottsdale. As travelers increasingly seek uniqueexperiences, 
cities have recognized the potential of hosting sporting events to attract tourists, boost local 
businesses, and enhance their overall economic growth. Hosting tournaments and sporting 
events of all levels can bring substantial economic benefits to cities. Visitors attending 
these events spend money on accommodation, food and beverages, transportation, 
shopping, and entertainment, contributing to the local economy. Revenue generated from 
ticket sales, sponsorships, and broadcasting rights also adds to the overall economic 
impact. Additionally, sports tourism stimulates job creation and provides opportunities for 
local businesses to thrive. The City has recently invested in the Bell94 and Reata Sports 
Complexes as well as Scottsdale Stadium. These infrastructure projects not only provide 
more needed multi-use fields for community residents, they also bolster the city’s ability 
to host sporting events and create long-term assets that can be utilized for future events 
or other purposes. The continued development of sports-related infrastructure can lead 
to increased and diversified investment in the surrounding areas, further stimulating local 
economic growth.

User Fees and Charges

Parks and recreation facilities often generate revenue through user fees, membership fees, 
rentals, concessions, or program charges. These user fees can help offset the operational and 
maintenance costs associated with the facilities.

Volunteerism

This is an indirect revenue source consisting of individuals donating their time to assist the 
Department in providing a product or service on an hourly basis. This reduces the City's cost to 
provide services, builds department advocacy, and civic involvement.

The following values will shape Scottsdale Parks and Recreation over the next 10'*- years. Plan goals and 
recommendations are focused around these six values.
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REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS

Mid Term

Low Term

rjjsRMi^sm
Mid Term

Mid Term

Mid Term
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Low Term

Long Term

Mid Term

Short Term

Mid Term
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Short Term
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REINVEST IN OUR AGING PARKS

Short Term

Mid Term

Short Term

Long Term

Mid Term

Short Term
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Long Term
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• Add a multi-generational recreation center and aquatics facility to Mountain View Park that 
includes an indoor track and indoor court space

• Add a multi-generational recreation center at indian School Park that includes an indoor 
track and indoor court space

• Auditorium and performing art space is at a premium and is not always available, add more 
of these spaces to the system

• Create at least one dedicated large indoor space for leisure education programs, after 
school programs, and summer programs to serve areas south of Mountain View Park 
Community Center

• Provide larger multi-use rooms for indoor rental spaces (200+)

• Relocate skate park at McDowell Mountain Ranch Aquatics Center and expand parking and 
building to create additional indoor recreation space

• » • •
• •
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• Right-of-way/Medians: Upgrade irrigation technology for resilience and water efficiency

• Consider more resilient slope treatments to handle flows in Indian Bend Wash Parks

• Parks: Upgrade irrigation technology for resilience and water efficiency

Short Term
• Implement a tree replacement program to ensure lifecycle of mature trees and adequate 

natural shade

e Map irrigation system throughout the City map, CIS everything, have an as-built, evaluate 
which sites need a pump, look to narrow the water windows

• Messaging to the general public that includes education on steps the City is taking to make 
water efficient decisions and efforts

Mid Term• Parks and Recreation to be a major stakeholder in the Shade and Tree Study project 
planning and implementation of recommendations

• Partner with Water department and Sustainability department on consistent messaging

Short Term

fn
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• Add e-sports room to Horizon Community Center in circular space

• Add more rentable group ramadas in the north area

• AA/. projector, screens, sound in multi-use rooms at all existing community centers

• Replace carpet with another more resilient flooring material in multi-use rooms at all 
community centers
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INCLUSIVE SYSTEM PROMOTING COMMUNITY 
WELLNESS
Long Term
• Add a multi-generational center to the north or expand McDowell Mountain Ranch to 

accommodate additional leisure education classes

• Add a new adaptive recreation center in northern part of the city

Short/Ongoing
• Work with Community Services to understand which areas of the City are eligible for CDBG 

funding and other federal funding to facilitate projects in those areas when funding becomes 
available for eligible projects.

Short Term
• Conduct fee structure study for adaptive recreation

• Look at partnerships with WestWorld to provide recreation opportunities and events in the 
north

• Request to work with SUSD on future phases of fence project to ensure adequate field 
access

• Work with transportation to study transportation service or trolley routes to assist in 
transportation for adaptive recreation participants.
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CONNECTED COMMUNITY

Short/Mid/Long As Allowable
• Work closely with transportation on multi-use path locations and future projects. Move paths 

that allow e-bikes to the perimeter or out of park to the perimeter of the park or separated by 
a grade change

Long Term
• Improve connection between Stadium and Civic Center. Library, and Center for the Arts

• Return Coronado Golf Course land to City ownership and maintenance and acquire 
required land to expand park offerings and recreation opportunities within the Indian Bend 
Wash

• Scottsdale Stadium: Invest in AV/lighting systems, stages that would be better for multi­
use events

• Scottsdale Stadium: Pedestrian safety measures, protect the corner based on MLB best 
practices

Mid Term
• Create a Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Mobile App to provide users with a better interface 

to understand upcoming events and sign up for activities

• Coordinate internally on the ability to put banners on light poles for marketing purposes

• Host six or more micro events annually in the parks throughout the city

• Host two community-based signature events annually at WestWorld

• Scottsdale Stadium: Create areas that include more shade in order to best position the 
stadium as a multi-season venue

• Scottsdale Stadium: Find recreation based program opportunities and rent opportunities 
for multi-use spaces at stadium

• Scottsdale Stadium: Host a signature event working with Experience Scottsdale, 
specifically focusing on events during shoulder season

• Work with legal, tourism, and other appropriate parties to allow food truck parking in more 
parks for events, as currently requests are denied due to city internal regulations

Short Term
♦ Create a formal communication strategy between all entities that provide programming 

opportunities for Civic Center including Parks and Recreation, Arts. Tourism, and Library 
departments. Meet regularly throughout the year tocoordinate upcoming events and discuss 
opportunities departments could support each other’s events or goals

• Add Monument signage to identify all sports complex facilities.
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CONNECTED COMMUNITY

• Create dedicated outreach strategies and expos to help make sure contract vendors are
getting our solicitations, specifically park landscape projects ;

• Host three community-based signature events annually at Civic Center j

• New wayfinding for the entire parks system. Complete a signage plan and study. !

• Scottsdale Stadium: Create a stadium-focused marketing strategy in the local community

• Work with tourism on communication strategy to increase resident knowledge regarding 
the importance of sports tourism as it relates to parks and recreation facilities and 
resources

• Work with tourism on signature event technology as it relates to marketing, websites, 
ticketing beyond the City website capabilities
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STAFFING AND RESOURCES FOR SUCCESS

474

Long Term

Mid Term

Short/Ongoing

Short Term



Add lighting to the basketball courts

Address aging infrastructure needs, including lake

Address drainage issue behind ballfields

Consider recreation programming use for park house

Add more parking area to the park

Expand or add parking to this site

475
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Short/Mid/Long
TerinRecommendation

Reinvest in Our Aging Parks

Agua tinda Park Add lighting to playground

iafBIImprove voueyball court Improved lighting at ramadas

Add lighting to volleyball court

Relocate restroom building to improve visibility through park
Consider additional sport courts and further programming at this park look to maximize recreation 
opportunity

Add splash pad

Study opportunities for increased neighborhood bike/ped connectivity to park
Add fourth cell to dog park

Study opportunity to move ingress/egress and buffer between park and adjacent residential

Apache Park
Determine further programming opportunity for large turf area

BeU94 Sports Complex

Add playground to the sports complex

Cactus Park
Conduct a site-specific Cactus Park Master Plan effort with community outreach
Consider relocating Cactus Park Aquatics Facility to another park due to drainage site constraints 
and parking constraints

■wftiCreate an additional point on ingress/egress from Scottsdale Road and provide additional parking
compound and site configuration to accommodate large tnx^ks used for ICTil

regular deliveries and services
Remove planter areas inside the pool deck for ease of maintenance

to more visible location off of Scottsdale RoadAdd ding
Mature evergreen trees on turf slopes are creating muddy, eroded areas, consider alternate method 
of slope stabilization and turf reduction opportunities in these areas

Camelback Park
dnAdd parking area

Further activate the park by adding passive recreation amenities

Conduct a site-specific Chaparral and Camelback Parks Master Plan effort with community

Chaparral Park
Cor>duct a site-specific Chaparral Park Master Plan effort with community outreach

Replace restrooms in the south areas of the park
Provide entry signageAdd a restroom near the playground area

Expand restrooms and restroom access in north areas of the park near ball fields

Conduct parking study to understand parking and circulation efficiencies

Complete path around the perimeter of the lake

Activate lake area more by adding a group ramada

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan <il»SCOtTSDAlE 1® PARKS i RECREATION 476

Recommendation Short/Mid/Long
Term

BlBt
miBBi

Consolidate two maintenance compounds into one larger compound

Chesnutt Park

Chotla Park

Work with SUSO to determine future of adjacent site and possibility of exter>ding recreation 
opportunities into this area _____ ITKi

Add plaza and shaded seating area to support pickleball courts IWBI
Reconfigure entrar>ce to park and heavily vegetated area adjacent to parking to prcMda Increased 
visibility into the site and more eff icient circulation.

Comanche Park
Add multi-use path connections to complete open loops along park perimeter, maintaining adequate 
buffer to adjacent residences
Renovate parking area, widen drive to better accommodate two-way traffic, and remove heavy
vegetation around entry area deterring clear site visibility at corners_____________________
Replace turf area around basketball courts and small turf areas adjacent to residential and parking 
with desert landscape
Conduct irrigation pressure test to determine functionality of system/need for irrigation pump

Coronado Golf Course

Return Coronado Golf Course land to City ownership and maintenance to expand park offerings and 
recreation opportunities within the Indian Bend Wash, acquire areas as needed

DC Ranch Park
Create a master plan for DC Ranch Park, including improvements to phase I and a phase II of the 
park

Doc Cavalllere Park

Allow for splash feature to be activated via push button during park open hours

Evaluate use of northwest turf areas to use as a dog park
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Short/Mid/Long
Term

Short/Mid/Long
TermRecommendation Recommendation

Consider alternate use for low use large shaded outdoor classroom/seating areas such as rentable 
ramada space

Horizon Park

Study drainage solutions for dog park area
Eldorado Park ■nffiImprove restrooms on exterior of the community centerfliBIEnhance the Wedge by adding a family-oriented space and skate plaza ITIfglCreate shaded seating area for pickleball users

■WfilAdd a bike park and pump track iw?giConsider alternate use for sand volleyball area as it is very underutilized
Execute Indian Bend Wash Lakes and Irrigation project improvements

Replace existing hybrid turf on ball fields with alternate type
Reconfigure paths: concerning because of conflicts with dog walkers, walkers, and Ucyclists iWBIIncorporate shade at all ballfield bleachers

fliffilNeeds restrooms that are better located, particularly for adult sports
Indian Bend Wash (all parks]

Add more group ramadas and rental spaces
Reclassify the Indian Bend Wash parks as one regional park

Add nature-based destination playground and splash pad
Brand the Indian Bend Wash Regional Park and provide branded wayfinding

iCTniImprove Bike crossing right between parking lot and playground
Review alignment of needs and priorities with current Indian Bend Wash: Vista del Camino and 
Eldorado Park master plans in concert with Indian School Park. Chaparral, and Camelback Park 
planning efforts

ITBICreate a clear boundary between City owned/maintained land and Yavapai Elementary

Add dedicated multi-use fields to alleviate turf on ballfields
Formulate a business plan and marketing strategy for rebranding Indian Bend Wash as a regional 
park ■MBlReplace existing aquatics play equipment

lCTf»lWork with Arts department to repair/replace mosaic art installation at aquatics facility Create a larger dog park in south area of Indian Bend Wash as approved in the Thomas to McKellips 
Master PlanResurface slide steps at aquatics facility

Indian School ParkiCTslReplace/renovate existing pool deck at aquatics facility
Implement recommendations as shown in the Indian School Park Master Plan, reference ISP master 
plan page XX(39Replace existing fence around aquatics facility Mid/Long

■MiReplace turf area with artificial turf and shade structure Ironwood Park
Reconfigure circulation to allow for better route and turning radii for trucks making deliveries and 
servicing the facility Remove turf area and expand playground amenities

Create additional shaded areaRemodel the interior of the aquatics center building
McCormick Stillman Railroad Park&(SBtSfBRelocate bike racks near buildings to a more visible location

Study potential for additional parking opportunities

Add a pump track and bike park to this area

Florence Ely Nelson Desert Park
McDowell Mountain Ranch Qolf Course Basin AreaImprove access, signage, and park visibility

Provide additional interpretive signage and educational opportunities about nature education
Relocate skate park to this areaIdentify opportunities to further utilize the Desert Center indoor space

McDowell Mountain Ranch ParkAdd sidewalks and looped paths to provide passive recreation opportunities and connections 
between amenities (39

Work with SUSD to improve access to shared-use parking at Desert Canyon ES
Address erosion issues at park edges and washed out stabilized decomposed granite trails Create a ntap that clearly delineates maintenance responsibilities (facilities vs. parks vs. others)

Grayhawk Park tmRelocate skate park to area adjacent to McDowell Mountain Ranch Golf Course
Make volleyball courts reservable Renovate pool deck at aquatics facility
Renovate sport courts Perform structural evaluation for slide tower and replace steps and tower as needed
Identify opportunities to leverage relationship with PVSO at this site Upgrade fitness equipment and create an asset management plan for fitness equipment 

replacement ICTSi(OSReconfigure park amenities to increase visibility between tennis courts, play area, and ball field
Upgrade pool deck site furnishings and create an asset management plan for site furnishings 
replacement ■MflCreate playground areas forages 2-5, 5-12



479

Recommendation

Mountain View Park

Northsight Park

Paiute Park

Pima Park

Reata Sports Complex

Short/Mid/Long
Term

■ Long!

IShort]

iMtd]

IShortl

Long

Midi

iMicil
iSrl
IShortl

I Mid]

IShorxl
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Recommendat on Short/Mid/Long
Term

Add a playground to the sports complex

Improve maintenance access to courts

Rio Montana Park

Add a group ramada to this site

Add a splash pad

Rotary Park
Make Rotary park house building and circle plaza a reservable space

Replace playground and add shade

Upgrade irrigation sprinkler equipment

Scottsdale Sports Complex

Replace separate playground areas with one larger playground space 
Add outdoor exercise circuit along multi*use paths

Plant additional trees to increase natural shade

Identify and convert areas from turf to Xeriscape

Scottsdale Stadium
Implement a public art component at the stadium- public art is currently incorporated into every 
project. Is there additional requests for more art?
Replace the existing scoreboard and improve LF berm connection to batter's eye

Improve/replace the Stadium Sound s
Create photo areas that are responsive to trend information and would interest younger visitors m

I 75th St. Parking Lot Improvements

Broadcast Dock

Reconfigure Gate A for a storage element
Create a strategy to improve catering/culinary feature options and restaurant partnerships for 
multi-use events
Explore improved fan experience concepts along 3rd base line/bleacher area

Scottsdale Ranch Park
Study parking areas to determine parking efficiencies and additional Stared use space between 
park and senior center 

ffl®

JEE__
mt

Create a championship court with spectator seating at the tennis center

Reconstruct/renovate the existing tennis center building

Scottsdale Unified School District (district-wide)
Work with SUSD on opportunities to utilize adjacent land for further recreation opportunities or 
acquisition

Shoshone Park

Reconfigure multi use paths to provide loops around the park while providing maintaining buffer for 
adjacent residences, provide connections to surrounding multi-use paths m
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Short/Mid/Long
Term

Short/Mid/Long
TermRecommendation Recommendation

Create a small, three-cell dog park Add restroom building near the field

Sonoran HiUs Park

Reconfigure multi use paths to provide loops around the park while providing ntaintaining buffer for 
adjacent residences

Consolidate playground areas with one larger play area and splash pad

Stonegate Park
Add ramadas along multi-use paths

Expand recreation opportunities at Stonegate Park
Replace smaller, unused turf areas with desert landscape

Study feasibility of moving recreational equestrian activities to WestWorld or WestWorld Trailhead 
area Regrade to provide further programming, practice field for soccer with opm turf space, move 

berms to park perimeter
Thomas Bike Stop

Add small parking area along street entrances
Decommission Thomas Bike Stop and create a connection point with greenbelt

Envlromneiital R^sUienca
Thompson Peak Park

ROW/Medians: Upgrade irrigation technology for resilience and water efficiencyReconfigure temporary pickteball courts/basketball court into permanent picklebatl courts

Relocate existing basketball court elsewhere in the park Parks: Upgrade irrigation techfX>(ogy for resilience and water efficiency

Add shade to spectator seating areas around baseball fields Map irrigation system throughout the City map. GIS everything, have an as-built, evaluate which 
sites windows________________________________ITIfglConsider alternative surface for warm*up areas, creates a dusty spectator area
Messaging to the general public that includes education on steps the City is taking to make water 
efficient decisions and effortsAdd shade and seating in playground area

Work with Boys and Girls Club to understand opportunities to host more leisure education and 
pickleball classes in this facility Partner with Water department and Sustainability department on consistent messaging

OSESEvaluate desert disc golf course option in area adjacent to ball fields Implement a tree replacement program to ensure lifecycle of mature trees and adequate natural 
shadeAdd a reservable ramada to this site

iCTilConsider more resilient slope treatments to handle flows in Indian Bend Wash Parks
Add security>level park lighting to the site

Identify low-utilized turf areas for turf reduction and replace with desert landscape
Add accessibility storage building to replace connex boxes adjacent to fields

Parks and Recreation to be a major stakeholder in the Shade and Tree Study project planning and 
implementation of recommendationsExpand Thompson Peak Dog Park to include fourth cell

Thunderbird Park Year-Round Recreation Opportunities
Address drainage issues in southwest area of park Auditorium and performing art space is at a premium and is not always available, add more of these 

spaces to the systemConvert overflow parking in dirt area into permanent parking solution
Provide larger multi-use rooms for indoor rental spaces (200+)

Vista Del Camino
Add more rentable group ramadas in the north areaExecute improvements put forward in the Indian Bend Wash Master Plan
A/V, projector, screens, sound in multi-use rooms at alt existing community centersExecute Indian Bend Wash Lakes and Irrigation project improvements
Replace carpet with another more resilient flooring material in multi-use rooms at all community 
centersImprove disc golf course; add non-tree obstacles

Create nature walk and programming in the park Add e-sports room to Horizon Community Center m circular space
f™lAdd more group rarr alspaces Add a multi-generational recreation center at Indian School Park that includes an indoor track and 

indoor court spaceAdd dedicated mutti-use fields to alleviate turf on ballfields
Add a multi-generational recreation center and aquatics facility to Mountain View Park that 
includes an indoor track and indoor court spaceWestWor d Po o F eld

Upgrade subsoil to sand-based field to be able to accommodate better drainage and parking during 
events AM Create at least one dedicated large indoor space for leisure education programs, after school 

programs, and summer programs to serve areas south of Mountain View Park Community Center
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Recommendation

Inctusive System Promoting Community Wellness

Return Coronado Golf Course land to City ownership and maintenance and acquire required land to 
expand park offerings and recreation opportunities within the Indian Bend Wash

Short/Mid/Long
Term

gShon.^OngoingJ

^ny
fLongl
[Mid]

IShortl

[Mid]

ILongJ
Ishortl

IShortl

I Short/Mid/Long 
I As Allowable

Work with legal, tourism, and other appropriate parties to allow food truck parking in more parks for 
events, as currently requests are denied due to city internal regulations ______

Coordinate internally on the ability to put banners on light poles for marketing purposes
Create a Scottsdale Parks and Recreation Mobile App to provide users with a better interface to 
understand upcoming events and sign up for activities

Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

Recommendation

Host three community-based signature events annually at Civic Center

Host two community-based signature events annually at WestWorld

Host six or more micro events annually in the parks throughout the city
I Work with tourism on signature event technology as it relates to marketing, websites, ticketing 
I beyond the City website capabilities

Work with tourism on communication strategy to ii
importance of sports tourism as it relates to parks and recreation facilities and resources

Staffing and Resources for Success

Create a non-deputized park ranger program to keep watch of the parks through the night
I Create positions for park hosts that can enforce field and ramada reservations and provide renters 
I with a point of contact to check in with
I Create a dedicated position between parks and recreation, facilities, and tourism departments 
I that has a thorough understanding of all city venues and offerings and can market and book these 
I venues for events.

I Provide training to appropriate staff on procurement processes and expectations for third-party 
I contracts and purchase orders. Work with purchasing to formalize a process, key terms, preferred 
I contact methods

Add field prep team and bring under maintenance

■i
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edge regarding the

I Create a position for a dedicated Parks and Recreation project manager to handle capital 
I improvement projects
I Create a list of design standards/guidelines for Capital Projects to ensure parks and recreation 
I standards are being upheld during capital projects when parks and recreation is not a major project 
I stakeholder/internal client.

Shift park irrigation pump responsibility from water department to parks and recreation

Purchase aerifiers and bring all aerification activity for major turf areas in-house

Replace sports field lighting as needed to maintain lighting warranties

Implement a lock schedule or lock system to accommodate facility booking logistics
I Create a storage solution in community centers for class instructors and sports partners to store 
I and access equipment. Right now. lock boxes are used to store sports equipment in parks and 
I instructors need to bring their own equipment in and out of classes.________________________
I Create asset management/replacement program for event equipment and plan to purchase 
I necessary equipment that is currently being rented and adequate storage facilities
I Create a teen volunteer program and coordinate with local service learning programs for future 
I volunteer integration

Short/Mid/Long
Term

ITBi

IMI

mum
ort/Ongoing
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Introduction

The Park Design Guidelines has been developed to create criteria for the design and development 
of improvements in City parks and open spaces. The guidelines are not a substitute for professional 
experience and do not supersede applicable codes, ordinances, and regulations, Sound judgment 
must be exercised in the application of the standards to specific circumstances. The standards do not 
preclude the use of different methods when special conditions or site-specific conditions are a factor 
and when proper communication has been obtained. The Parks and Recreation Department encourages 
partnering between the staff of the Parks and Recreation Department, including management and 
maintenance, and other related City departments including Facilities and Capital Projects, and the 
entity responsible for designing, obtaining permits, and preparing construction documents for the park 
to promote achievement of these standards." ft I

This IS an evolving document and may need to be amended or updated based on shifting priorities and 
best practices. If a major deviation from the guidelines is necessary or desired, the Project Manager 
and/or Consultant should notify the Parks and Recreation Department. Department staff will evaluate 
the proposed change for approval and consider it as a possible future revision or amendment to the 
design guidelines.

V1\
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Grading and Drainage

Drainage should be directed away from buildings, electrical enclosures, and other equipment 
like irrigation controllers, backstops, and other sensitive areas/items like playground 
equipment.
Grading and drainage plans should follow all City of Scottsdale standard requirements. 
Thought should generally be taken to balance cut and fill where possible.
Green infrastructure techniques and low impact development techniques are encouraged. 
Engage maintenance prior to final design of these development techniques.

5^
Walkway Sizes

General

Typical grade is 4.5% maximum, and 1.5% maximum cross slope. A cross slope of 2% or 
greater negatively impacts the usability of the park.Parking Areas

Typical grade is 4.5% maximum, and 1.5% maximum cross slope. When slopes exceed 5%, 
paved walkways become a ramp-handrails are required on all ramps, per ADA requirements, 
with landings/passing zones if necessary.
All pedestrian routes should be or include an ADA accessible walkway.

Walkways and 
Pedestrian Paving

Maintained unpaved trails within developed parks should be graded at 1.5% minimum and 
4.5% maximum, with a 1.5% cross slope maximum.Unpaved Trails

Basketballand Multi- 
Purpose Courts

Tennis Courts

These courts should dram end to end, at 1%.

These courts shou d dram end to end or side to side at 1%.

Infields and outfields of both field types should have 1.5%-2% grade, with positive drainage 
away from home plate.
Do not locate manholes or basins within field areas.

Baseballand Softball 
Fields

GeneralFields should have a grade between 1.5 and 2%, and are typically crowned at the center with 
drainage flowing away on all sides.
Do not locate manholes or basins within field areas.
Turf finished grade should be t” below paved walkways, headers, and mow-curbs.

Turf areas should be between 2% and 20%; anything beyond a 5:1 slope is unable to be 
mowed properly and safely,
Turf finished grade should be t“ below paved walkways, headers, and mow-curbs.

Multi-Purpose Fields

Turf (Passive 
Recreation) Accessible Parking

Landscape areas are typically between 2% and 50% grade. Slope/bank erosion control will 
be applied through rip-rap or other approved means where needed.
Granite/crushed rock finished grade should be 1-2“ below paved walkways and headers.

Landscape Areas

Bicycle Parking

, V. .
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Paving and Walkways

• Main park routes and entrance walkways should be a minimum of 10' wide, and should 
connect amenities such as courts, fields, playgrounds, and aquatic/fitness/recreation 
centers. If these routes will also be used by park maintenance and ranger vehicles, radii 
should be no smaller than 10'.

• Walkways adjacent to ball field lights require a 12* wide miniiTKjm width.
• Secondary walkways should be a minimum of 6‘ wide.

■ Walkways should be connected to form walking loops wherever possible. 
• Main routes shall be concrete, and all routes shall be ADA accessible.

Parking Areas

parking spaces should be utilized as a baseline.
* Neighborhood parks do not require parking but should consider accessible street parking or 

small parking areas.

* The required number of accessible spots should be placed as close as possible to park 
entrances, with the shortest possible ADA accessible routes at 4' minimum wide. All 
accessible parking spaces and routes shall follow ADA requirements and be marked with 
appropriate signage and striping.

■ A bench with companion seating area should be provided near the parking area. Drop off 
areas at entrances are desirable.

Bicycle parking spaces should be placed within 200' of key amenities, such as playgrounds, 
ramadas. trailhead entrance, recreation center visitor’s entrances, etc. Race bicycle racks 
within areas of clear visibility.

• > •
• • •
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Landscape and Planting

• Plants located along streetscapes and in parking lots should meet city code minimum 
design. Installation details such as tree staking should utilize standard details.

• Turf can be installed for intentional or active recreation use but should generally not be used 
for small and/or decorative areas.

• Invasive species should not be used. Low water use plants should be prioritized.
• All landscape/planting areas should contain a rock mulch groundcover layer of at least 2" 

depth.
• Planting should avoid creating ‘‘hidden’ spots or interrupt sight lines in order to create better 

park safety.
• Reference Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (OPTED) principles when 

designing landscape areas and raised planters.

General
General

Plants should be chosen from City preferred plants lists where applicable, and be suitable 
for the desert climate.
All plants should be heat and drought tolerant, with low water requirements. Preferred 
plants are durable, relatively disease* and pest-free, and are not maintenance intensive 
(including heavy litter or lengthy dropping of fruit/debris). Conserving water and reducing 
maintenance needs/costs are encouraged.

Plant Selection Turf

Dnp
• Consider the shade function of trees and place trees to maximize shade in areas that will 

receive frequent use. Consider larger tree sizes in high*use areas to maximize shade within a 
shorter time span.

• Plant shrubs, grasses, accents, and groundcovers so that their ultimate spread at maturity 
will be 1-2'off of walkways.

• Plants with thorns or cacti should not be planted within S' of sidewalks and pathways at 
maturity.

• Placement of spined/dangerous plants shouldn’t be planted near playgrounds or where park 
users could be easily injured.

• Trees should be placed to maximize shade on walkways and other user-heavy amenities like 
seating at playgrounds or splash pads.

• Trees should not be planted within safety surfacing in playgrounds. Trees should be planted 
far enough from play equipment or pruned properly so that there is adequate clearance 
from branches.

Placement
Equipment

Root barriers should be installed when trees are planted within 6 of sidewalks or pathways 
Tree grates should only be used where necessary, should have expandable center openings, 
and must meet ADA requirements.
Tree conflicts with light fixtures should be avoided for safety.
Diamond parking lot planters are not recommended.

Plant choice, placement, and spacing should be considered to require minor trimming, 
upkeep, and crowding assuming typical plant development.Maintenance

■ ClIfCF
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Irrigation Systems

All irrigation systems should be designed and installed per City code requirements and 
details.

■ Irrigation systems should be designed for efficiency and lo< r use/water conservation
while operating effectively. Typical best practices (such as having irrigation lines run 
level and parallel to slope contours to minimize drainage and pressures issues) should be 
implemented.
The residual pressure and flow as well as equipment itself should be sufficient to 
accomnf>odate current site corrditions, field changes, as well as future updates and demands.
Systems should be highly organized with hydro-zoned, labeled, and coordinated valves and 
controller systems. Valves should be placed to easily turn off certain portions of the system 
for maintenance/at will.
Irrigation systems that use non-potable water should have equipment and piping marked/ 
colored appropriately, as well as have signs stationed around the park.

Turf should be irrigated according to typical best practices such as head-to-head/100% 
coverage, with an automatic pop-up system. Overspray on sidewalks/paving and walls/ 
fencing should be avoided.

Drip is the preferred method of irrigation for all non-turf landscaped areas.

Controller: Controllers should be installed wall-mounted within a lockable storage room 
or maintenance yard where possible. Final controller locations should be confirmed with 
parks maintenance prior to final design. When they must be located within the landscape.
controllers should be installed inside a vandal-resistant, weatherproof stainless steel 
enclosure (typically on a concrete pad in a decomposed granite area, screened by 
vegetation). Controllers should not be installed within turf areas.

* All irrigation controllers should have weather or soil moisture sensors included.
' Water Meter; A water meter should be installed at the point of connection as appropriate.
■ Booster Pump; A booster pump is required in parks where available water pressure is not 

adequate to meet irrigation system demand (or estimated future demand where park will be 
built in phases). Pressure tests should be conducted prior to final irrigation design on park 
renovation projects.

■ Backflow Preventer (6FP): BFPs should be contained within a lockable, removable stainless 
steel cage, typically on a concrete pad. Include a wye strainer just downstream if required.

* Pressure Regulating Valve. Master Valve, and Flow Sensor: These three items should be 
installed immediately downstream of the BFP, in that order.

* Valves; Valve boxes should be placed within landscape or turf areas, but not within Fields 
or paved areas. Valve configuration should be designed to control certain zones, typically 
separated by use or area in space.

■ Isolation Valves should be placed throughout the system to create zones that can be turned 
off at will.

r
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PlaygrcMinds

3

m
Acceptable Unitary 

Materials:

Pour-In-Place 
Rubberized Surface

Bond-ln-Place 
Rubberized Surface

Synthetic Turf 
(ASTM, ADA 
Accessible)

Acceptable Loose- 
Fill Materials;

Engineered Wood 
Fiber (EWF)

Protective Surfacing

Playground surfacing around major play equipment should consist of a unitary material like 
pour-in-place rubberized surface, bond-in-place rubberized surface, or synthetic turf. With the 
goal of creating an inclusive play environment, unitary material surface limits should adhere to 
the following;

• Provide at least two at-grade points of ingress/egress from edge of play area to major play 
equipment.

• Extend a minimum of 5’ around major play components and provide a clear path to and 
around major play components.

• Surface depth and sub-surface section shall be consistent with requirements for equipment 
fall heights and manufacturer recommendations as well as American Society for Testing 
and Materials {ASTM) and Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) guidelines.

Play areas beyond the unitary materials limits identified above may be surfaced with a 
loose-fill material like engineered wood fiber. When provided, the following apply;

■ EWF should be a minimum 12" depth or consistent with required fall-zone attenuation 
recommendations from play manufacturer.

• EWF should be maximum 2" below the top of adjacent path.
* EWF should be maximum 2" below adjacent pour-in-place surfacing.

Sand is not considered an acceptable playground surfacing material, however, separate sand 
play areas may be provided as a play feature within a playground. When provided, the following | 
apply;

• Sand should be a minimum 12“ depth.
• Sand should be 2" below the top of adjacent pathway.

Other Playground 
Materials:

Sand

Environmental Conditions and Site Factors • •
Dedicated shade structures should be provided over major play equipment. Fabric shade 
canopies or solid shade structures may be provided for shade. Shade integrated into 
playground equipment is not a preferable shade solution. Shade should be provided for adult 
supervision areas where possible.

Playground Shade

The play area and immediate surroundings should be lighted utilizing site light poles and/or 
light fixtures integrated into F^aygrcxjnd shade. Playgrounds should be lighted to an average 
to minimum level of 3:1 and a minimum of one footcandle.

Lighting

When siting playgrounds within a park site, consider the following criteria:
* Playgrounds should be visible from nearby paths.
' Playgrounds should not be located directly adjacent to automobile traffic, consider the

addition of a wall or fence if near parking lot of street.
Playgrounds should not be located directly adjacent to bicycle traffic, consider the addition 
of a wall or fence and bike path signage.
Playgrounds should be located adjacent to open turf space for unstructured play 
opportunities.
Cacti or landscape materials with thorns or pods that pose tripping hazards are not to be 
located in or adjacent to the play area.
Site grading should direct runoff away from major play equipment.

Location within 
Park Site

492

Seating should be provided near play area for adult supervision.
At least 50% of provided seating options should meet ADA requirements with companion 
seating next to the bench, outside of the perimeter path.
If benches are provided for seating, benches should be 6' length and surface mounted on a 
concrete pad that is at least 4' wide, 6-1/2’ long, and 4" thick.
Seating should be at least 2‘ from light poles, trash receptacles, or other site furnishings. 
Seating should be shaded by playground shade structure or trees where appropriate.

Seating

Stand-alone fountains shall be vandal resistant, powder coated. 
Fountain heights should meet ADA requirements.
Models with a bottle filler option are preferred

Drinking Fountains

mPlay Equipment
Separate play areas should be provided for the following age groups:

* Children ages 2 to 5.
* Children ages 5 to 12.

Play equipment for ages 2 to 12 may be used on small sites with prior approval from the 
Parks and Recreation Department.

Age-Appropnateness

Where applicable, playgi s should include a minimum 5' path around the play area. This
Play Area Perimeter

Play Structures

Swings

concrete perimeter should have a deepened footing at the edge when adjacent to a loose fill 
material play surface.

• All decks should be punched steel and have a non-skid surface.
‘ Posts should be 5" minimum diameter powder coated steel or aluminum.
‘ Rayground should include multiple ground-level play components.
• Playgrounds are encouraged to have at least one sensory play element and a quiet, cozy 

space play element.
• A ramp or other inclusive point of play structure ingress/egress is strongly encouraged for 

the initial elevated deck to allow all users to expierience as many elevated play types as 
possible.

• Slides, climbing bars, and other high-touch play components should be light colored.
• Where possible, slides should be oriented facing north or northeast and be placed to avoid 

direct sun exposure.
• Safety zone should be provided per manufacturer recommendations based on equipment 

provided as well as ASTM and CPSC guidelines.

• Swings should be free-standing structures.
> Posts should be 5* minimum diameter powder coated steel or aluminum.
’ Swings should be hung per manufacturer recommendations.
' Strap seats should be slash-proof and vandal-resistant.
• Safety zone for swings should be provided per manufacturer recommendations based on 

swing type as well as ASTM and CPSC guidelines.
• Swings and swing area should be visually separated from other activity areas to avoid 

conflict.
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Ball Ftelds

Allowed Materials:
* Posts should be steel and may be powder coated.
* Metal roofs should be standing metal seam or similar with no exposed screws.
* Fabric shade sails should be made with UV-resistant materials with stainless steel fittings. 

Choose fabric shade colors that do not fade easily.

mi
Typical baseball fields have a base length of 90'. with an 18' dia. 10" high mound (infield 
radius 95’ from center of mound). The foul line to home plate distance should be a minimum 
of 320' with an ideal distance between 320' and 340'; the centerfield to home plate distance 
should be a minimum of 380' with an ideal distance between 380' and 400’. The backstop to 
home plate distance should be 40’.
Youth baseball fields with base lengths of 80’. 70'. and 60' shall be installed per industry 
standard for different age groups.

General

Baseball
Construction • Soil/boring tests should be performed to determine footing suitability for shade structures.

Playground shade structures should be positioned to absorb the brunt of summertime sun 
that would hit playground equipment or seating. Playground shade may be incorporated into 
play towers/play equipment, or be standalone shade.
Any structure posts/poles must not confllct/sit inside with the playground's safety fall zones. 
Shade structures shall be positioned to prohibit climbing access on top of the roofs from tall 
play equipment.

Typical softball fields have a base length of 65' minimum, a foul (ii>e distance of 250' radius 
minimum from home plate, and a home plate to backstop distance of 20’.

Playground Shade 
Structures

Softball 
Materials: 

Natural Turf 
Infield Mix

Synthetic Turf:
• Natural turf should be Tifway 419 or similar.

Infield Mix:
■ Infield mix is typically a clay and sand mix product with a 4" depth minimum.

■ Small ramadas should be furnished with permanent site furnishings including a picnic table, 
one trash receptacle, and a 6BQ grill as appropriate. Small ramadas should be a minimum 
lO'xlO’ structure.

Small Ramadas

Spectator Seating:
* Place bleachers a minimum of 5' from fence line of backstop. Spectator area should include 

accessible seating and companion seating.
■ Bleachers should be hot-dipped galvanized steel with ef>d caps, with three to five rows 

(those with five or more rows will require guard rails).
■ Shade should be provided at permanent spectator seating areas or plazas.

Dugout Seating;
* Dugouts should contain benches of anodized aluminum with end caps.
* Dugouts should be shaded.
' Bat racks shall be located within the dugout, at the end closest to home plate.

Large ramadas should be furnished with permanent site furnishings including picnic 
tables, a minimum of two trash receptacles, and a BBQ grill as appropriate. Size associated 
amenities based on ramada capacity.

Large Ramadas

Lighting
Ramadas and shade structures should be equipped with an LED light fixture to provide 
clear visibility and use at night. Ramadas should also include a minimum of two electrical 
receptacles.

Seating and Shade

• If the ramada will be used as a rentable space, provide adequate signage/naming and 
provide space for temporary reservation signs.Signage

m , WM
4i, ............................... ............... ....................

- Utilize National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) standard field dimensions for soccer. 
Preferred Field football, and lacrosse.

Sizing • Youth fields may be smaller and should follow American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO)
standards.

a .

. . • * ‘
* A clear zone of 10' on each side of each field Is preferred (no tree/shrub planting, grade 

changes like berms, sidewalks, or drains), with 20’-30’ separation between each field.
■ The preferred orientation for fields is for the long axis to be north-south wherever possible.
* Crown turf fields at a minimum of 1.5%.
* Turf species to be Tifway 419 or equal. Exceptions to be approved by the City.

. •' ♦
Layout

• •
Permanent fixed spectator viewing is not required for each multi-use field, however 
spectator seating areas and spaces for temporary bleachers should be considered during 
design.
Consideration should be taken for having accessible open areas outside the safety zone near 
the centerfield of each field, for casual viewership to watch games.
Constructed seating like bleachers should have integrated accessible seating and 
companion seating areas.

Spectators

sv.v*.:-.-;-
^ ‘ •
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Sports Courts

Placement:
’ Sport courts should be oriented along the north-south axis whenever possible.
• Sport courts should be placed where a buffer can exist between the courts and residential 

areas due to lighting and sound concerns.
• At least one drinking fountain and trash can per every four courts should be provided.

Materials:
• Paved sport courts should be constructed of concrete and be wear- and slip-resistant, with 

either a medium broom finish and striping or a colored sports surfacing treatment with 
painted striping.

General

General
Design Considerations:

• Reference NCAA guidelines for court dimensions and markings.
• Basketball courts often have no spectator seating, but at least one bench per court should 

be provided.
• Rectangular steel backboards, double-rimmed rims with nylon nets, and galvaniied steel 

poles are preferred.

Basketball Courts

Design Considerations:
* Reference United States Tennis Association (U5TA) guidelines for court dimensions and 

markings.
• Tennis courts require a 12’-0" high mesh-covered chain link fence surrounding each court. 

Two or more courts may be grouped together without fencing between them if they have 12'- 
0” between sidelines as a buffer. Fences wilt have a minimum 36* wide entry gate at
each court.

* At least one bench per court should be provided.
• Provide a shaded area for parks with three or more co-located courts.

Building Exterior 
LightsTennis Courts

Site Lighting

Pickleball CourtsDestgn Considerations:
• Reference USA Pickleball for court dimensions and markings.
• Pickleball courts require a minimum 10’-0" high mesh-covered chain link fence surrounding 

each court.
• At least one bench per court should be provided.
• Provide a shaded area for parks with three or more co-located courts.

Dimensions:

• ■ e

Pickleball Courts* •Pickleball Courts

• Typical volleyball court dimensions are SO'-O" by 42'-0 have a playing area of 60'-0" 
by 30'.0".

Design Considerations:
' Volleyball courts often have no spectator seating, but at least one bench per court should be 

provided.
• Volleyball courts can be sand or concrete.
• Provide a shaded area for parks with three or more co-located courts.

Tennis Courts

Volleyball Courts

Basketball Courts

f I^SCOTTSDAIE PARKS & RECREATION 496

Sand Volleyball 
Courts

Site and Sports Lighting

* Lighting should provide safe and visible routes throughout the parks, highlight building
entrances, illuminate courts and fields for night games (where applicable), and overalL 
provide a better experience for users.

' Lighting can be used as a safety toot {such as lighting stairs and grade changes to prevent 
tripping, or illuminating dark comers to prevent crime) and an aesthetic tool {such as tape 
lighting along a toekick of a seatwall, or colored lighting at a themed playground).

• Care should be taken to prevent light spillage onto adjacent properties, especially high- 
intensity sports lighting near residential areas. Trees planted near lights should be pruned 
frequently enough that they will not obscure the light at maturity.

■ Pull boxes for high-voltage site and sports lighting should be placed within concrete 
wherever possible. Light poles should be located within decomposed granite planting areas 
and away from turf irrigation spray whenever possible. Mount light poles on concrete bases 
when located in turf.

■ Lights should be set on a time-clock to become low-level motion detection by a certain hour. 
Poles and electrical equipment should be vandal resistant, with controls enclosed in a locked 
cage.

> At community parks, low-level security lighting should be provided when the park is closed 
for visibility purposes.

* A light should be mounted above all exterior building doors (min. 7' higher than 
groundplane).

’ Exterior lights should be surface mounted on building walls.

* In-ground recessed lights are discouraged due to risk of vandalism and water damage.
■ Paved walkways and bike trails should be illuminated with a minimum .25 footcandle on the 
walking surface during hours of park operation and one hour after.

• Each court should be lit indeper>dently. with an “on* button for users to press, that is set to a 
time-clock to turn off after a specific intervaL

• Typical court lighting is 30 footcandles at the baseline and 50 footcandles at the net line.
• Tournament courts should be lit 75-100 footcandles over the entire court. Reference USA 

Pickleball tournament standards for most current guidelines.

• Each court should be lit independently, with an “on" button for users to press, that is set to a 
time-clock to turn off after a specific interval.

' Typical court lighting is 30 footcandles at the baseline and 50 footcandles at the net line.
• Tournament courts should be lit 75-100 footcandles over the entire court. Reference United 

States Tennis Association (USTA) standards for most current guidelines.

* Typical basketball court lighting is 30 footcandles over the entire court for recreation use.
* Light poles should be at least 8-10' clear from the edge of court when possible.
- Each court should be lit independently, with an “on* button for users to press, that’s set to a 

time-clock to turn off after a specific interval.

• Each court should be lit independently, with an “on* button for users to press, that’s set to a 
tinfM-dock to turn off after a specific interval.

• Typical court lighting is 30 footcandles over the entire court for recreation use,
‘ One or two electrical outlets should be added at each pole.
• In cases of tournament use. reference agency for most current guidelines.
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Basebatl/Softbalt
Fields

Site and Sports Lighting (ConUnued)

• Typical basaball infield lighting levels should be 70 footcandles. while outfield lighting 
should be between 50 footcandles.

• Youth baseball field and softball field infield lighting levels should be 50 footcandles, while 
outfield lighting should be 30 footcandles.

• Lighting at fields should be placed thoughtfully and appropriately for night-time use,

Site Furnishing

Outdoor Exercise Areas

General Notes

Park Bench

Bike Rack

• All parks should contain site furniture such as seating elements, drinking fountains, and 
trash receptacles. Appearance and form of furnishings should generally be complementary 
to one another, as well as incorporate elements of the overall park theming and design.

• Consideration of security, graffiti, and matntenam 
furnishing selection.

isures should be taken during

Benches are required;
• At tennis, pickleball. and basketball courts.
• At playgrounds.
• Benches may have backs, armrests, and center rails. Park benches will be surface mounted 

on a concrete pad. All park benches and concrete pad dimensions will be ADA accessible. To 
meet accessibility standards, park benches will have a 4'-0"x5'-0" concrete pad outside of 
the path of travel and next to the bench for companion seating.

• Bike racks should be surface mounted on a concrete pad where bikes will not block the path 
of travel.

• Bike racks should be placed near park entries and major park amenities. Locate bike racks in 
areas of high visibility.

Outdoor Exercise 
Equipment 
Surfacing

Signage

Group Fitness

ground while using the equipment, rubber poured-in-place playground surfacing must be 
used. Follow safety guidelines and fall zones per equipment manufacturer guidelines.

‘ Materials and colors should tie into existing choices throughout the park and/or tie into the 
natural landscape for a cohesive feel and/or theme. Shade should be integrated into fitness 
nodes or fitness areas where possible.

• Signage describing applicable exercises, proper uses, and age ranges should be posted with 
the exercise equipment.

* Running/walking loops in parks should be marked at specific incren»ents with signs or other 
wayfinding methods so that users can mark their progress.

* Passive turf recreation space is recommended for casual group classes like yoga or tai-chi.
• Artificial turf areas (typically fenced) for group activities can also be incorporated. These 

areas would benefit from the addition natural or structural shade.

Drinking Fountain

Picnic Table

BBQ

Trash and Recycling 
Receptacles

Every park will have at least one drinking fountain. Drinking fountains will be placed outside 
of the path of travel, and will be ADA accessible. It is preferred to have at least one drinking 
fountain with a “pet friendly" bottom bowl ar>d built-in water bottle filler in appropriate areas. 
Drinking fountains should have a built-in chiller. Incorporate wall-mounted drinking fountains at 
park restroom buildings as appropriate.
Placement:

* Fountains are required near athletic and court areas and restrooms.
* Fountains should be located near active park areas and playgrounds.
* Drinking fountains nnjst be fitted with flow inhibitor and automatic shut>off. and be 

connected lo sewer.

• At least 50% of picnic tables should be ADA accessible at group ramadas. At smalt ramadas, 
all picnic tables should be ADA accessible.

* Picnic tables should be placed on concrete pads with 5' minimum clearance between end of 
table/bench and pad edge.

' BBQs will be ADA accessible and located outside the path of travel on a non-combustible 
surface. Multiple BBQs or a larger group BBQ should be considered at large-group ramadas.

' Trash receptacles will be ADA accessible and surface-mounted, located outside the path of 
travel.

■ Trash receptacles will be oriented to accommodate easy access for maintenance staff.
• At least one trash receptacle will be placed at:

• Park restrooms
• Picnic areas and ramadas
* Rayground areas
> Court(s) area and fletdfs) area
* Key rest areas along bikeways or major walkways

* Trash receptacles should not be located directly next to benches.
, ■ *:
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