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In 1965 Architect Bennie Gonzales, AIA was selected from among 35 other architects to design

Scottsdale’ s Civic Center which included Scottsdale City Hall. At that time, the only direction

given to Mr. Gonzalez was that the design should represent the southwestern way of life and

the spirit of Scottsdale. The entire complex should bring about a dignity of government in the

eyes of the people and provide an environment of dignity to the people who came to these

buildings”. Consequently, Scottsdale City Hall was dedicated on October 11, 1968.

Scottsdale City Council requested staff to agendize the initiation of a Zoning Map Amendment

to designate Scottsdale City Hall as a historic property on December 7, 2021. Additionally,

Scottsdale’ s Historic Preservation Commission identified Scottsdale City Hall as a site with

potential historic significance at their June 2, 2022, Commission retreat and as such, this item is

reflected on their 2022 work program.

The City of Scottsdale Historic Preservation Office requests Scottsdale City Council initiate:

1. A zoning district map amendment ZN) case for Scottsdale City Hall located at 3939 N

Drinkwater Boulevard, proposing a zoning change from Downtown Civic Center Type 2

Planned Block Development Downtown Overlay D/ DCC 2 PBD DO) to Downtown Civic

Center Type 2 Planned Block Development Downtown Overlay Historic Property

D/ DCC 2 PBD DO HP); and

2. A historic property HP) case for Scottsdale City Hall to determine the historic status as a

Historic Resource and/or Landmark, develop the Historical Significance Report, and

establish a Historic Preservation Plan.

Planning and Development Services
Historic Preservation Office

7447 East Indian School Road, STE 105
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251
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Initiation of a Zoning District
Map Amendment and
Historic Property Overlay (
ZN/ HP)  to designate

Scottsdale City Hall as a
historic resource and/ or
landmark.

Request: 
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Aerial Close-Up 158-PA -2023
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Background
City Council requested initiation of a historic preservation
amendment for Scottsdale City Hall on December 7, 2021

HPC identified City Hall as historically significant on their
2022/ 23 work program

In November 2022, staff contracted with Logan Simpson
Design to prepare a Scottsdale Historic Property Register
nomination and Historic Preservation Plan
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Logan Simpson Initial Findings

Scottsdale City Hall:

Over fifty years of age (1968)

Represents the work ofmasterarchitectBennie M. Gonzalesandisan outstanding example ofthePuebloRevival architectural style

Possesses high artistic values,
integrity of location, setting,
design, workmanship, materials,
feeling, and association
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Tentative Schedule and Public Outreach
March 2023

City Council Initiation
April 2023

Public Open House Opportunities
April 12th and 13th

May 2023
Possible Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation
Possible Planning Commission Recommendation

June 2023
Possible City Council Adoption
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City Council initiate a Zoning District Map Amendment (ZN)
and Historic Preservation (HP) Cases for Scottsdale City Hall,
located at 3939 North Drinkwater Boulevard:

1. A Zoning District Map Amendment (ZN) case for Scottsdale CityHalllocatedat 3939 N Drinkwater Boulevard, proposing a zoningchangefromDowntown Civic Center Type 2 Planned BlockDevelopmentDowntownOverlay (D/ DCC-2 PBD DO) to Downtown CivicCenterType2 Planned Block Development Downtown OverlayHistoricPropertydistrict (D/ DCC-2 PBD DO HP) on a portion of a +/- 3.87acresite; and
2. A Historic Property (HP) case for Scottsdale City Hall to determinethehistoricstatus as a Historic Resource and/ or Landmark, developtheHistoricalSignificance Report, and establish a HistoricPreservationPlanon a portion of a +/- 3.87 acre site.

Staff Recommended Approach
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