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July 24, 2024 

Christopher Zimmer, Planner (480) 312.2347 (czimmer@scottsdaleaz.gov) 

RE: Project Narrative 

       Saint Mark Coptic Church 

 

 Located in the City of Scottsdale on 525 N 74th St, Saint Mark Coptic Church, is a 

55,278 SF lot with a proposed new development project that will directly serve its 

neighborhoods and adjacent communities. 

 The intent is to develop an 11,530 SF building, keeping the eastern half of the 

existing church, comprised of a 5,760 SF multipurpose hall, 8,640 SF two-story office 

and services area, and a 1,464 SF amenities area. The multipurpose hall will serve as 

an extension to the existing church as well as a basketball court.  

 The proposed building is intended to comply with the City of Scottsdale’s Zoning 

Ordinance, Building Safety Code, Zoning stipulations, and City Engineering Design 

Guidelines and standards. There will be one garbage collecting area on site located on 

the east side of the existing church portion to remain. 

Utilizing the existing curb cut for the main circulation, the design will 

accommodate both public access and fire/utility services. The existing south curb cut 

will serve as the service entrance. No changes will be made to the sidewalk or street 

access. The site plan has been adjusted to provide sufficient parking at the back, 

including covered parking, close ADA-compliant spaces, and EV parking.  

Fire truck circulation is designed to ensure easy access around the building. All 

new mechanical equipment will be roof-mounted direct cooling units, fully screened by 

the parapet design to remain hidden from the road. 

 Design considerations such as energy-efficient design will be used to decrease 

the heat-island effect by reflecting heat during the day instead of absorbing, storing and 

releasing it at night.  Also, introducing green landscape material around the perimeter in 

lieu of heat absorbing rock or other non-reflective material will help cool the micro-

climate around the building as well as have a positive contribution to reducing heat-

island effects. 
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 The architecture of the project is designed to be in harmony with its surrounding 

physical and natural built environments and the character desired for the city and the 

surrounding development.  This includes but is not limited to geometry and forms, 

building materials, and color and pattern templates. 

   

Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Respectfully, 

 

Akram Rosheidat, Architect 
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