
 
 

 

 

 

PROJECT NARRATIVE 
Celebration of Fine Art 

PROJECT INFORMATION: 
The purpose of this Conditional Use Permit application is to request a relocation of the annual 
Celebration of Fine Art event from its current location at the SW corner of Hayden Rd and Loop 
101 (18400 N Hayden Rd), which is under new ownership, to the SW corner of Hayden Rd and 
Mayo Blvd.  The SW corner of Hayden Rd and Mayo Blvd has been identified by both Arizona 
State Land Department and the City of Scottsdale as a highly suitable location to relocate the 
annual Celebration of Fine Art. The application of the SLUP from ASLD is pending and is 
expected to be issued shortly.   
 
The parcel number is 215-07-209A, located in QS 38-46 State Plat 16B Core South. and is zoned 
PCD. There are plans to adopt the zoning to include C-2, which fulfills the zoning requirement 
for the Seasonal Art Festival Ordinance. In past years this site has been used by Waste 
Management Open, Barrett Jackson and, most recently, Mark Taylor/Taylor Morrison for 
staging construction vehicles.  The land has been largely cleared and leveled through all of the 
previous uses. See attached Site Plan for specific boundaries of the proposed site.  
 
The Celebration of Fine Art will occupy approximately 7+/- acres on the east end (closest to 
Hayden Rd) to house its tent, exhibit space and parking for artists and customers.  The 
expectation is to duplicate the current site plan set up with the courtyard opening facing 
Hayden Rd (see attachment #1).  As discussed during a Pre-Application meeting, the 
ingress/egress to the site would be at the west end of the 7 acres which the Celebration would 
occupy.  
 
BACKGROUND:        
The Celebration of Fine Art is a seasonal art festival modeled after the world-famous Festival of 
the Arts in Laguna Beach, California.  In its 34 years of operation the Celebration of Fine Art has 
become a significant cultural tourist attraction and has gained a national reputation as a must-
attend art event.  Known as the place where art lovers and artists connect, this unique event 
allows visitors to be up close and personal as they watch the artists at work and can engage 
them in the creative process.  The jury process is stringent as the intent of the producers is to 
keep the quality of work high and the variety of styles and mediums wide.   Also, given that it is 
imperative that participating artists are actually present and working during the entire duration 
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of the event, on almost any given day during the 10 weeks, visitors will see every artist at work 
at the Celebration of Fine Art. This event has given hundreds of artists the opportunity to earn 
substantial earnings through the sale of their original art. The Celebration of Fine Art is unique 
to Scottsdale, Arizona and can’t be found anywhere else.   
 
The Celebration of Fine Art operates pursuant to the Seasonal Art Festival section of the 
Scottsdale Revised City Code.  This ordinance was passed in 1990 specifically to allow the 
applicant to commence operation.  Also, in 1990, by a unanimous vote of both the Planning 
Commission and the City Council, Scottsdale issued the applicant a three-year Use Permit to 
operate at the NW corner of Scottsdale Rd and Highland Ave.  In 1993, by a unanimous vote of 
the City Council, that Use Permit was renewed with no time stipulation and the applicant 
operated at the Highland location for five more years.    
 
In 2000 the Celebration of Fine Art relocated to east side of Scottsdale Rd and Mayo Blvd.  
Celebration of Fine Art received unanimous approval for a three-year Use permit from the 
Planning Commission and City Council.  In 2003, that Use Permit was renewed by a unanimous 
vote of City Council with no time stipulation. In 2011 the Celebration moved to the SW corner 
of Hayden Rd and Loop 101, once again receiving unanimous support from the City Council and 
the applicant has operated at this site until this time.  In summary, the same basic site plan, use 
and design have been approved five times prior to this application.    
 
ECONOMIC IMPACT: 
The Celebration of Fine Art has a significant economic impact in the City of Scottsdale.  The last 
five-year average City of Scottsdale Sales Tax collected and paid by the Celebration of Fine Art is 
$80,843.  The Celebration of Fine Art leases both office and warehouse space in the Scottsdale 
Airpark.  Four individuals are employed year-round with up to 25 during the season starting 
with set up in December, the event itself from January through March and tear down into April.  
100 individual artists make a significant level of income as a result of participating in the 
Celebration of Fine Art.  The income they generate overflows right back into the community 
through the purchases the artists make at other retail outlets, restaurants, extended stay hotels 
and other property rentals.  The Celebration of Fine art brings artists from across the country to 
stay in Scottsdale’s hotels, short term rental and apartments. In addition, customers come from 
around the world to visit the Celebration of Fine Art each year.  Many plan their visit specifically 
to attend the Celebration of Fine Art.  Over 55% of the client base is from outside of Arizona.  
The visitors come ready to buy – art sales have topped $8 million over the last several years.  
The ripple effect of the customers of the Celebration of Fine Art also overflows to surrounding 
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businesses in the Scottsdale area including other retail including downtown galleries, 
restaurants, hotels and other property rentals.  The extensive marketing plan of the Celebration 
of Fine Art has national reach with up to $75,000 being spent on advertising outside of Arizona 
including Fine Art Connoisseur, Art & Antiques, American Art Collector, Western Art & 
Architecture, Allegiant Airlines, Private Air/Luxury Home magazine, etc and massive direct mail 
campaign.  These efforts showcase Scottsdale as a true art destination which fits one of the 
major tourism drivers of our City.                   
 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND SEASONAL ART FESTIVAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Pursuant to the Conditional Use Permit and Seasonal Art Festival Guidelines, the Celebration of 
Fine Art operates in compliance with the ordinances.  Acceptable zoning for a Seasonal Art 
Festival includes R-4R, C-2, C-S, C-4, PCC, PRC, D Districts.  The selected site is zoned PCD; the 
City of Scottsdale plans to adopt the zoning to C-2.  The minimum lot area size for a Seasonal 
Art Festival is to be 5 acres.  The lot area size at the selected site is 7 acres.   The gross floor 
area, volume of net lot and open space are all well within the requirements of the ordinance.  
Structure height is to be no more than 36 feet.  The structure height of the tent is just 21 feet.  
The required frontage setback for a Seasonal Art Festival is a minimum of 50 feet. The setback 
stated on the Site Plan is 70 ft to the tent.  The site plan specifies 262 parking spaces with 8 
spaces specified as handicapped.  The lot will be treated with a proper dust control palliative 
pursuant to City code.  The Seasonal Art Festival Ordinance calls for original works or art and 
reproductions of originals by artists represented.  All artwork displayed at the Celebration of 
Fine Art meets this requirement.  All applicable sales tax is collected and paid by the 
Celebration of Fine Art in one central location.  The Celebration of Fine Art adheres to an 
approved fire safety plan.  Following the event, the Celebration removes temporary structures 
and returns site to essentially an original appearance.  Food service on site meets all county 
requirements and sanitation standards.  Semi-permanent restroom facilities provide adequate 
service to attendees.  The parking lot and surrounding areas are maintained in a neat and clean 
condition.  In short, the Celebration of Fine has and will continue to operate within the 
guidelines established by the Conditional Use Permit and the Seasonal Art Festival Ordinance.  
 
 
 
TRAFFIC:   
Traffic projections are based on historical data of attendees, employees and artist traffic 
patterns.   On an average day staff accounts for up to 10 cars, artists account for up to 75 as 
many car pool or walk.  Employee and artists arrive mainly between 9:30 am and 10:30 am and 
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depart usually after 6 pm.  Customer daily average count is approximately 600 with an average 
of 2.5 riding in each car bringing car count to approximately 240 per day for customers.  Traffic 
patterns for arrival and departure of customers is fairly consistent with customers coming and 
going throughout the day.  The site plan has historically had ample parking for all.  There are an 
additional 30 parking spaces on the new site plan, which will allow for potential growth in 
customer parking needs.     
      
 
THE FUTURE: 
2024 marks the 34th year of the Celebration of Fine Art.  For all but three years this event has 
operated in the City of Scottsdale – seven years at the original location at Scottsdale Rd and 
Highland Blvd, three years in Maricopa County on the SW corner of Scottsdale Rd and Mayo 
Blvd (prior to annexation and development in Phoenix).  Eleven years at Scottsdale Rd and 
Mayo Blvd. And, the last 13 years at the site on Hayden Rd and Loop 101. 
 
The dates for the 2025 Celebration of Fine Art are January 18 through March 30, 2025.  
Site/Event set up begins the last week of November and tear down is completed by the middle 
of May.   
 
The Celebration of Fine Art is owned and operated by long time Scottsdale residents, Susan and 
Jake Potje, who take pride in their community and look forward to making a positive economic 
and community impact for many years to come. 
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CELEBRATION OF FINE ART 

382-PA-2023 

UTILITY PLAN 

SWC of HAYDEN RD/MAYO BLVD 

 

Pursuant to meeting with Brian Biesemeyer and Anita Pritchard on 6/29/2023 and as noted on 

the Site Plan, we will access water from the Fire Hydrant on Mayo Blvd, approximately 600 ft 

from the corner of Hayden/Mayo Blvd and access sewer under Hayden Rd manhole. Both are 

located in QS 38-46 and 38-47.  

 

Water: We have been directed to contact Elizabeth Norton of Water Resources for the 

temporary hydrant meter. A backflow preventor will be installed and checked routinely. Water 

will service  the office, restroom, café and hose bibs. 

 

Sewer: 6” PVC-SDR35 Sewer Service Line will serve the office, restroom, and café. We will file a 

sewer tap application through One Stop Shop following design standards. A ROW permit will be 

obtained to complete the work in Hayden Rd 

Electric: A Project Initiation Request is being submitted to APS to relocate the SEC from the 

current site to the new site. (Or install a new one on the existing line)  
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