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Meeting Date: March 7, 2024 
General Plan Element: Character and Design 
General Plan Goal: Foster quality design that enhances Scottsdale as a unique 

southwestern desert community. 

ACTION 
Desert Foothills 
Lutheran Church 

Request for approval of the site plan, landscape plan, and building 
elevations for a campus expansion, including a new family life activity 
center with 13,396 square feet of building area, a new worship center 
with 9,351 square feet of building area, a 3,489 square foot addition to 
the existing sanctuary, and 116 new parking spaces, at an existing Place of 
Worship on a +/-15.2-acre site. 

8-DR-2022 

SUMMARY 
Staff Recommendation 
Approve, subject to the attached stipulations (Attachment #6) 

Items for Consideration 
• Conformance with Development Review Board Criteria – staff confirms 
• Integration of Sensitive Design Principles – staff confirms 
• Conformance with Desert Foothills Character Area Plan 
• Project will be constructed in phases 
• Scenic Corridor maintained along N. Scottsdale Road 
• 2 public comments received expressing concerns with the proposed expansion 

BACKGROUND 
 

Location: 29305 N. Scottsdale Road 

 

Zoning: Single-family Residential, Environmentally Sensitive Lands, 
Foothills Overlay (R1-70 ESL FO) 

Adjacent Uses 
North: Existing Church, zoned R1-70 ESL FO 
East: Developed/undeveloped single-family residential lots zoned R1-

70 ESL FO 
South: Developed/undeveloped single-family residential lots zoned R1-

70 ESL FO 
West: Single-family residential development (Scottsdale Vista Estates), 

zoned R1-35 ESL PRD 
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Property Owner   Architect/Designer 
Desert Foothills Lutheran Church   Barduson Architects- Steven Barduson 

Applicant   Engineer 
Steven Barduson, Barduson Architects   RCC Design Group, LLC-Julie Rayburn 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 
The project proposal consists of a new family life activity center with 13,396 square feet of building 
area, a new worship center with 9,351 square feet of building area, a 3,489 square foot addition to 
the existing sanctuary, and 116 new parking spaces at an existing Place of Worship on a +/-15.2-acre 
site. 

Significant Updates to Development Proposal Since Initial Submittal 
During staff review of the development proposal, comments were provided to the applicant to 
update the development proposal which resulted in the following updates:  

• Covered parking relocated to protect the existing wash. 
• Disturbed NAOS updated to revegetated NAOS with plant from the indigenous plant list.  
• Indigenous plants planted in the graded areas for a new sport court.  
• 6-foot-wide accessible sidewalk located at the north driveway entrance 

Development Review Board Criteria 
Staff confirms that the development proposal generally meets the applicable Development Review 
Board Criteria. For a detailed analysis of the Criteria, please see Attachment #4. 

Sustainability 
The City of Scottsdale promotes the goal of sustainability through the incorporation of appropriate 
design considerations in the development of the built environment. This development proposal 
incorporates several design elements that align with the City’s goal of sustainability including native 
plantings and architectural design elements that accommodate shade at a pedestrian level.  

STAFF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Staff recommends that the Development Review Board approve the Desert Foothills Lutheran Church 
development proposal per the attached stipulations, finding that the Character and Design Element 
of the General Plan, the Desert Foothills Character Area Plan and Development Review Board Criteria 
have been met. 
  

RESPONSIBLE DEPARTMENTS STAFF CONTACTS 
Planning and Development Services 
Current Planning Services 

Meredith Tessier 
Senior Planner 
480-312-4211 mtessier@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
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APPROVED BY 
 

 
 

02/22/2024 
Meredith Tessier, Report Author 
Senior Planner 

 Date 

  
2/27/2024 

Brad Carr, AICP, LEED-AP, Planning & Development Area Manager 
Development Review Board Liaison 
Phone: 480-312-7713          Email: bcarr@scottsdaleaz.gov 

 Date 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Context Aerial 
2. Close-up Aerial 
3. Applicant’s Narrative 
4. Development Review Board Criteria Analysis 
5. Development Information 
6. Stipulations / Zoning Ordinance Requirements 
7. Site Plan 
8. Phasing Plan 
9. Open Space Plan 
10. Natural Area Open Space 
11. Landscape Plan 
12. Building Elevations (black & white) 
13. Building Elevations (color) 
14. Materials and Colors Board 
15. Electrical Site Plan 
16. Exterior Lighting Cutsheets 
17. Zoning Map 
18. Public Participation Report 
19. Neighborhood Correspondence 
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DRB PROJECT NARRATIVE   02/22/2024 
Desert Foothills Church, Scottsdale AZ  
 
 
Scope of Work Introduction 

This project represents the third phase of development on the 15.22 acre parcel. Currently, there are 
21,612 square feet of existing sanctuary, classrooms, and office space and 154 existing parking spaces. 
The proposed site improvements include removing the south parking and drop off areas, while adding a 
new parking area south of the new construction and will include new drainage, fire line, and water lines. 
The proposed building construction includes 1 new 13,396sf stand-alone building, 1 nearly stand-alone 
building of 9,351sf, 3,397sf of new building additions to the existing sanctuary building, 6,000sf of new 
covered walkway area, 1,350 square feet of a courtyard shade structure, approximately 5,607sf of tenant 
improvements, and 11,617sf of “refresh” area (new flooring and paint). The existing building exteriors will 
be repainted to better match the new materials and colors of Phase 3. The new building structures are 
Type IIIB (CMU exteriors with AFES, allowing wood construction) and will primarily be exposed CMU walls 
with some featured areas of weathered steel accent fins. 

 

Ordinances, Master Plans, General Plan, and Standards 

This proposal is designed specifically to comply with the applicable ordinances, master plans and 
standards that are applicable to the site. Being a church within a residential district, it meets the General 
Plan for use, but the site is also governed by the Native Plants Ordinance, the Water Conservation 
Ordinance, the Desert Foothills Character Area, the Foothills Overlay, the Environmentally Sensitive Land 
Overlay, and the Scottsdale Road Scenic Corridor. To generalize, these standards require a sustainable, 
desert-sensitive, “rural” development that maintains the dominance of the natural desert vegetation. This 
has been met with the darker, natural materials of the desert aesthetic of the buildings, by the low density 
F.A.R. (the church is allowed 132,626sf of floor area and is proposing 47,756sf), by the parking lots being 
broken up with native landscaping (>70% more than required), by the undisturbed NAOS areas (36,119sf 
over required), by the clustering of the buildings away from the neighborhood (and road), and by the 
lower profile building heights. The natural washes in the southern portion of the site have been 
incorporated into the design and made into a site amenity. 

 

Architectural Character, Landscaping, and Site Design 

• As mentioned above, the structures have been clustered together around a central courtyard to 
maintain the rural, low impact character. The clustered buildings are set at varying floor elevations 
to match the existing desert topography and the proposed development has more than twice the 
required Open Space area.  

• Due to the diversity of the functions within each building, there is an inherent variety in the 
structures and aesthetics of the buildings, which avoids monotonous repetition. 

• The project was designed to recognize the unique climatic factors of the Upper Sonoran Desert 
through low water use, generous shade elements, the use of shadow and light on the exteriors, 
the sheltered, shaded cloister area, and the design parti inspiration derived from the ribs of the 
large saguaro cacti found on site along with the surrounding mountain ridges. 

mtessier
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• The ESLO district guidelines were met with the intent to protect the unique and sensitive terrain 
and to blend in with the desert character setting. In addition to the above mentioned open space, 
NAOS, and landscaping, the buildings have been darkened to meet the natural desert color palette 
and have been sited with a lower height and density of structures. 

• The building overhang is set back 75’ from the property line, which is a 16.7% reduction in the 
standards (25% is allowed, if approved, per Sec. 6.1004). 

• The site has also been completely redesigned since earlier submittals to incorporate the natural 
wash that runs through the southern portion of the site to be a site amenity. The parking lot, 
drives, washes, patios, views from lobby and offices are now oriented toward the natural wash 
feature. 
 

Ingress, Egress, On-Site Circulation, Parking, and Pedestrians. 

The site has been laid out with the specific concern for pedestrian safety and ease of flow and to create 
the most functionally efficient traffic flows. The ingress and egress maintain the approved, existing north 
driveway on Scottsdale Road and are constructing a new south driveway entrance to align with the City 
of Scottsdale’s proposed Scottsdale Road improvement. We are providing a new 6’ wide accessible path 
from the property line to the buildings on site (access from the south driveway is not possible due to COS 
Scottsdale Road Improvements). The Multi-Use Trail will not be added at this time, per Gregory 
Davies/COS, since the church’s existing 15’ Path Easement has been filled with a drainage channel for the 
new COS Scottsdale Road improvements. Once on site, there are two main drop off areas for loading, for 
those with young children, for seniors, or for those needing additional assistance, along with three areas 
of ADA stalls located closest to the various entries. In addition to having 70% more parking landscaping 
than required, each parking area has pedestrian crosswalk paths that are designed for safer pedestrian 
travel and to designate zones of alert. Additionally, the parking areas have been designed for maximize 
shade from tree canopies. 

 

Mechanical and Utility Equipment 

All building mechanical equipment will be limited to roof top packaged units and roof top condensing 
units that are screened from view. Any new transformers required by the electrical company will be 
designed to be screened with the use of natural vegetation to further blend the utility and mechanical 
devices into the desert setting. The mechanical and utility equipment will not conflict with street 
frontages, open space, pedestrian amenities, landscape features or on-site circulation. 

 

Building Detail/ Construction Elements Narrative 

The site improvements include the removal of the south driveway entrance, removal of 46 parking spaces 
and the removal of the south drop off area; 68,360sf of new parking area (165 new spaces= 273 total 
spaces) and drop off areas, establishing a new drainage easement along the natural flow of the south 
wash; 60 Stormtech chambers (259 lf); three new water meters (new 2” replacing the existing 1.5”, new 
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1.5”, and 1” landscape meter); additional storm drain, sewer, domestic, and landscape water lines; 
approximately 725 lf of new fire line (mostly 6”) around the property (we are assuming that the City of 
Scottsdale will NOT require a complete fire line loop); two new fire hydrants; one new double trash 
enclosure, and 16,000 sf of new courtyard space (accent, hardscape, a sloped synthetic turf amphitheater, 
seat walls, landscape). The north end of the courtyard will feature a new fenced playground area. The 
south end of the courtyard will have 3 shade structures, 2 that are a 15’ cube and 1 that is a 30’ cube, and 
a future splash pad within the sheltered courtyard area. 

 

The existing Sanctuary/Office Building “A” will be remodeled with the 3,569sf of office/narthex area, with 
the narthex becoming an open-to-structure lobby with a Starbucks kiosk-style espresso/smoothie counter 
area.  The 324sf of toilets and prayer room will receive new finishes. The existing 4,165sf sanctuary space 
and sacristy will receive new flooring and paint, new pews, and a new reredos (back chancel wall) wall 
with stone veneer. The choir area concrete platforms will be expanded. The new 833sf choir practice 
addition will be integrally-colored CMU, furred out inside with 2” Z furring/insulation and the exterior will 
have the vertical weathered steel accent fins. There is an exterior storage area to be demolished and a 
new doorway into the organ speaker/ storage chamber. The 574sf of new sanctuary nave additions will 
expand the seating, continuing the existing roof and structure (the existing exterior walls are non-load 
bearing). The (2) 6’h. x 10’w. existing stained-glass windows will be relocated on the north and south walls. 
The new 1,990sf Pre-K classroom addition will expand the remodeled lobby to the west with new 
Integrally-colored CMU walls, furred out with 2” Z furring/insulation (with HVAC units on the roof). 

 

The existing Preschool Building “B” is not part of this proposal, is not used on Sundays, and is not 
increasing in student capacity (6-UP-1998). 

 

The existing Multi-purpose Building “C” will not have new additions but will have 2,044sf of tenant 
improvements to accommodate two new classrooms in the M/P space, expanding the kitchen area, and 
enlarging the existing classroom. We will relocate the decorative north exit doors/lites, alter the 
conference room door locations, refinish the toilets, and provide new flooring and paint in the 4,160sf of 
“refreshed” rooms. 

 

The new 13,396 sf Family Life Center, Building “D,” will house the administrative offices, gymnasium, and 
classrooms for community use. The exterior walls will be integrally colored CMU, with 2” Z 
furring/insulation. Roof mounted units will be over the classrooms and offices. The south elevation will 
be articulated with glass storefront, 2x6 weathered steel accent fins for shading, and a weathered steel 
entry portal in the southwest corner. There is a serpentine, integrally colored, striated CMU screen wall 
outside of the offices. The west elevation will also have a new covered walkway, similar to and connected 
with the existing walkway, but will have a weathered steel laser cut screen on the courtyard face. In 
addition, this screen will be added to the courtyard face of the existing walkway and the existing stucco 



DRB PROJECT NARRATIVE   02/22/2024 
Desert Foothills Church, Scottsdale AZ  
 
 
fascia will be re-textured with a sand finish to match the new stucco finish. The building roofing will be 3” 
of rigid iso insulation board with 2” of foam applied roofing and finish coat. Provide manual roller shades 
(shadecloth) at exterior windows of all offices and above entry doors at Entry Portal. 

 

The new 9,351 sf Contemporary Worship Center (Building “E”) has a lobby, elevated AVL rooms, toilets, 
prayer room, and storage areas. The auditorium holds approximately 429 seats, which includes 360 
theater chairs, 63 pew chairs, and 6 ADA spaces. The floor slopes down 30” and the platform is 24” above 
the bottom level (-6”BFF). The walls will be a mixture of exposed CMU (integrally colored) and 2” Z 
furring/insulation with gypsum board. The ceiling features three 8’ wide ribbon “clouds” made of steel 
tube frame, suspended below a blacked out exposed-to-structure ceiling. The exposed material is 
architectural-grade birch plywood. The back wall of the platform will be 14’h. LED video wall attached to 
a 6” stud wall. The furthest west wall will be exposed CMU with openings for stained-glass or colored glass 
block at the center. The exterior will be integrally-colored CMU with 2” Z furring/insulation and 6” 
storefront glazing and will feature a weathered steel entry portal. The west elevation features a 
serpentine wall of full height W8x10 weathered steel accent fins/columns. The columns for the roof 
structure will be independent of the fins, except where the backstage is the structural CMU wall. The west 
third of the building will have a roof structure of wide flange beams instead of steel joists, spanning from 
a N-S truss girder to the column in the metal framing of the serpentine wall (or to the CMU wall at 
backstage). The roof mounted HVAC units will be in the butterfly section of the roof. The building roofing 
will be 3” of rigid iso insulation board with 2” of foam applied roofing and finish coat. Provide motorized 
shades on worship space windows of both black out material and shadecloth material, both operated 
from the tech suite. Provide roller shades on windows above main entry at the Entry Portal. The height of 
the overhang at the nose is 26.99’ANG (<24’ allowed height + 3.00’ additional height allowed @ 1’h/25’ 
setback, per Sec. 6.1004.A.2) and the southern corner overhang is 26.48’ANG (<24’ allowed height + 3.5’ 
additional height allowed @ 1’h/25’ setback, per Sec. 6.1004.A.2). 

 

GREEN BUILDING INITIATIVES:  

NOTE: At the time of this re-submittal, the church has not yet been informed by the COS that the new 
Green Building Program initiatives need to be met, but the Design Team is working on a DRB approval 
for a nearby project that is required to meet the initiative requirements. Desert Foothills Church is 
formally requesting to be “grandfathered” into DRB approval without requiring the Green Building 
Program initiatives, especially since the DRB process has been extended so long (July 2021 PreApp, 
February 2022 DRB Submittal #1). The process and the potential IgCC requirements have become an 
undue hardship on the church’s Project Budget and is nearing $500K of increased costs to meet the new 
requirements. The church has a small congregation that will not be able to fund these additional costs. 

 

IF the initiatives are still going to be applied to this project, then we are providing the following 
narrative, along with a new A113 Green Building Initiative Site Plan sheet: 
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GBI-1. Heat Island Mitigation 
RESPONSE: To meet the COS’ requirement we are providing 50.17% of the site hardscape as an 
approved, and/or ≥ 29 sri, surface material. We have achieved this by replacing asphalt with Stabilized 
DG and Concrete. If we were to take into account the sf area of shading from trees we would be well 
above the required 50% mark, but without shading we have calculated 50.17%, see pdf “0. Green 
Building Initiatives (A113)”.  
 
GBI-2. Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 
RESPONSE: In compliance with the initiative we are meeting the required number of EV spaces.  
Ev Req. @ 4%/10% of New Req'd Parking Spaces (120) = 5 EV & 12 Future EV Capable Spaces 
We are providing the req. 5/12, see pdf “0. Green Building Initiatives (A113)”. 
 
GBI-3. Energy Compliance Path: Fenestration As % Of Wall Area 
RESPONSE: We are taking the Prescriptive Based Compliance Path: with total vertical fenestration being 
≤ 40%. See pdf file "40. Building Elevations" for exact areas and ratios. 
 
GBI-4. Onsite Renewable Energy System  
RESPONSE: Per IgCC section 701.3 On-Site Renewable Energy Systems Exception #3 we are taking the 
Total Building Performance Compliance Path in IECC Section C407 of the city energy code. 
If the additional energy savings over the standard reference design is not possible a solar PV array will 
be provided instead. 
 
GBI-5. Refuse And Recycling Collection 
RESPONSE: Per Anthony Floyd's directive we are to follow David Gue’s approval of our (1) Double Refuse 
Enclosure (COS standard MAG details #2147-1). They decided the church's primary use being only one 
day a week on Sunday's does not necessitate the need to upgrade to (2) Double Refuse Enclosures, 
especially since we are already proposing to increase the refuse from a single enclosure to a double 
enclosure. 
 

PRESCHOOL (6-UP-1998) 

The existing Preschool Building “B” is not part of this proposal, is not used on Sundays, and is not 
increasing in student capacity. 
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DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD CRITERIA ANALYSIS 
Per Section 1.904. of the Zoning Ordinance, in considering any application for development, the 
Development Review Board shall be guided by the following criteria: 

1. The Board shall examine the design and theme of the application for consistency with the design 
and character components of the applicable guidelines, development standards, Design Standards 
and Policies Manual, master plans, character plan and General Plan. 
• The applicant states that the proposal complies with the applicable ordinances, General Plan, 

Desert Foothills Character Area, the Foothills Overlay, the Environmentally Sensitive Land 
Overlay, and the Scottsdale Road Scenic Corridor.  

• Staff finds that the proposal is consistent with the Zoning Ordinance as well as the Character 
and Design Element of the General Plan. Additionally, staff has found the site to be designed in 
conformance with the underlying district standards and the Design Standards and Policies 
Manual.  

2. The architectural character, landscaping and site design of the proposed development shall: 
a. Promote a desirable relationship of structures to one another, to open spaces and 

topography, both on the site and in the surrounding neighborhood; 
b. Avoid excessive variety and monotonous repetition; 
c. Recognize the unique climatic and other environmental factors of this region to respond to 

the Sonoran Desert environment, as specified in the Sensitive Design Principles; 
d. Conform to the recommendations and guidelines in the Environmentally Sensitive Lands (ESL) 

Ordinance, in the ESL Overlay District; and 
e. Incorporate unique or characteristic architectural features, including building height, size, 

shape, color, texture, setback or architectural details, in the Historic Property Overlay District. 
• The applicant states that the structures have been clustered together around a central 

courtyard to maintain the rural, low impact character. The site was also designed to recognize 
the unique climatic factor of the Upper Sonoran Desert through low water use, shade 
elements, and the design parti inspiration derived from the ribs of the large saguaro cacti 
found on site along with the surrounding mountain ridges.  

• Staff finds that the proposed material, color and finishes are consistent with the Scottsdale 
Sensitive Design Principles. Architectural features are compatible with the main building where 
muted earth tones and natural finishes blend with the Sonoran Desert region. The site 
preserves the existing watercourses and utilizes indigenous plant species which is consistent 
with the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Overlay. The site is not located within a Historic 
Property Overlay District.   

3. Ingress, egress, internal traffic circulation, off-street parking facilities, loading and service areas 
and pedestrian ways shall be designed as to promote safety and convenience. 
• The applicant states that the ingress and egress will maintain the approved existing north 

driveway on Scottsdale Road and are constructing a new south driveway entrance to align 
with the City of Scottsdale’s proposed Scottsdale Road improvements. A new 6-foot-wide 
accessible path from the property line to the buildings on site will be provided at the north 
driveway. The multi-use trail along Scottsdale Road will not be added at this time as the 
existing 15-foot-wide path easement has been filled with a drainage channel for the new City 
of Scottsdale Road improvements.  
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• Staff finds that vehicular access is provided with the existing and relocated driveways along N. 
Scottsdale Road. The Transportation and Streets Department will assess the inclusion of an 
unpaved trail along the east side of N. Scottsdale Road after the city’s roadway project is 
complete. The site is maintaining the existing 50-foot-wide Scenic Corridor Easement along N. 
Scottsdale Road. 

4. If provided, mechanical equipment, appurtenances and utilities, and their associated screening 
shall be integral to the building design. 
• The applicant states that all building mechanical equipment and condensing units will be 

located on the rooftop and screened from view.  
• Staff finds that the mechanical equipment is integrated into the building design and rooftop 

units are fully screened and enclosed.  

5. Within the Downtown Area, building and site design shall: 
a. Demonstrate conformance with the Downtown Plan Urban Design & Architectural Guidelines; 
b. Incorporate urban and architectural design that address human scale and incorporate 

pedestrian-oriented environment at the street level; 
c. Reflect contemporary and historic interpretations of Sonoran Desert architectural traditions, 

by subdividing the overall massing into smaller elements, expressing small scale details, and 
recessing fenestrations; 

d. Reflect the design features and materials of the urban neighborhoods in which the 
development is located; and 

e. Incorporate enhanced design and aesthetics of building mass, height, materials and intensity 
with transitions between adjacent/abutting Type 1 and Type 2 Areas, and adjacent/abutting 
Type 2 Areas and existing development outside the Downtown Area. 

• This criterion is not applicable. 

6. The location of artwork provided in accordance with the Cultural Improvement Program or Public 
Art Program shall address the following criteria: 
a. Accessibility to the public; 
b. Location near pedestrian circulation routes consistent with existing or future development or 

natural features; 
c. Location near the primary pedestrian or vehicular entrance of a development; 
d. Location in conformance with Design Standards and Policies Manual for locations affecting 

existing utilities, public utility easements, and vehicular sight distance requirements; and 
e. Location in conformance to standards for public safety. 
• This criterion is not applicable. 
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DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION 
Zoning History 
The site was annexed into the City in the mid 1980’s. In 1991, the Environmentally Sensitive Lands 
(ESL) ordinance was adopted and intended to identify and protect environmental sensitive features 
and the Foothills Overlay designation was a result of the adoption of the Desert Foothills Character 
Area Plan approved by City Council in 1999. The site is currently zoned Single-family residential, 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands, Foothills Overlay (R1-170 ESL FO). In 1998, City Council approved a 
Conditional Use Permit for a private school specializing in pre-k activity under case 6-UP-1998. This 
request will not increase the student enrollment. The principal land use is single-family dwellings and 
uses incidental or accessory thereto together with required recreational, religious and educational 
facilities. 

Community Involvement 
With the submittal of the application, staff notified all property owners within 750 feet of the site. In 
addition, the applicant has been in communication with property owners surrounding the site. As of 
the publishing of this report, staff received two (2) public comments. See attachments for more 
information.  

Context 
The site is located approximately less than a quarter mile north of E. Via Dona Road on the east side 
of N. Scottsdale Road. The surrounding area consists of single-family homes and undeveloped lots to 
the south, east and west and a Church to the north.  

Project Data 
• Existing Use: Church and Private School  
• Proposed Updates: Church expansion 
• Parcel Size: 663,129 square feet / 15.22 acres (net) 

735,126 square feet / 16.88 acres (gross) 
• Existing Building Area: 21,612 square feet 
• Proposed Building Area: 26,144 square feet 
• Total Building Area: 47,756 square feet 
• Floor Area Ratio Allowed: 0.2 or 132,626 square feet 
• Floor Area Ratio Provided: 0.07 or 47,756 square feet 
• Building Height Allowed: 24 feet (40 feet with stepbacks, inclusive of rooftop 

appurtenances) 
• Building Height Proposed:  30 feet 2 inches (inclusive of rooftop appurtenances) 
• Parking Required (existing/proposed):  229 spaces 
• Parking Provided (existing/proposed):  273 spaces 
• Open Space Required: 189,125 square feet / 4.35-acres 
• Open Space Provided: 482, 731 square feet / 11.08-acres 
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Stipulations for the  
Development Review Board Application: 

Desert Foothills Lutheran Church 
Case Number: 8-DR-2022 

 

These stipulations are intended to protect the public health, safety, welfare, and the City of Scottsdale.   

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND PLANS: 

1. Except as required by the Scottsdale Revised Code (SRC), the Design Standards and Policies Manual 
(DSPM), and the other stipulations herein, the site design and construction shall substantially 
conform to the following documents: 

a. Architectural elements, including dimensions, materials, form, color, and texture shall be 
constructed to be consistent with the building elevations prepared by Barduson Architects, with 
a city staff date of 01/22/2024.  

b. The location and configuration of all site improvements shall be consistent with the site plan 
prepared by RCC Design Group, LLC , with a city staff date of 01/22/2024. 

c. Landscape improvements, including quantity, size, and location shall be installed to be 
consistent with the preliminary landscape plan prepared by Harrington Planning and Design, 
with a city staff date of 01/22/2024. 

d. The case drainage report submitted by RCC Design Group, LLC and accepted in concept by the 
Stormwater Management Department of the Planning and Development Services.  

e. The water and sewer basis of design report submitted by Stuart W. Rayburn of RCC Design 
Group, LLC dated 12/21/2023 and accepted in concept by the Water Resources Department.  

RELEVANT CASES: 

Ordinance 

A. At the time of review, the applicable DRB cases for the subject site were: 6-UP-1998, 102-DR-96 and 
102-DR-1996#3  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES: 

Ordinance 

B. Any development on the property is subject to the requirements of Scottsdale Revised Code, 
Chapter 46, Article VI, Section 46-134 - Discoveries of archaeological resources during construction. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: 

Ordinance 

C. No building shall exceed twenty-four (24) feet in height, measured from natural grade), except as 
otherwise provided in Zoning Ordinance Section 6.1004.  

D. No paint color shall have a Light Reflective Value (LRV) greater than forty (40) percent.  
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DRB Stipulations 

2. All exterior window glazing shall be recessed a minimum of fifty (50) percent of the wall depth, 
including glass windows within any tower/clerestory elements. The amount or recess shall be 
measured from the face of the exterior wall to the face of the glazing, exclusive of external 
detailing. With the final plan submittal, the developer shall provide head, jamb and sill details 
clearly showing the amount of recess for all window types. 

3. All exterior doors shall be recessed a minimum of thirty (30) percent of the wall depth, the amount 
of recess shall be measured from the face of the exterior wall to the face of the glazing, exclusive of 
external detailing. With the final plan submittal the developer shall provide head, jamb and sill 
details clearly showing the amount of recess for all door types. 

SITE DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

4. Prior to issuance of any building permit for the development project, the property owner shall 
submit plans and receive approval to construct all refuse enclosures in conformance with the City 
of Scottsdale Supplements to MAG Standard Details, detail 2146-1 for single enclosures, and 
#2147-1 for double enclosures.  

NATURAL AREA OPEN SPACE (NAOS): 

DRB Stipulations 

5. At time of final plans, the applicant shall release and dedicate to the City of Scottsdale Natural Area 
Open Space. 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: 

Ordinance 

E. The property owner shall obtain approval of a Salvage/Native Plant Plan Application and obtain a 
permit to remove any tree.  

DRB Stipulations 

6. Prior to the issuance of any building permit for the development project, the property owner shall 
submit landscape improvement plans that demonstrate how the salvaged vegetation from the site 
will be incorporated into the design of the landscape improvements.  

7. With the final plans submittal, the property owner shall update the landscape plans to show all 
utility lines and ensure that all new trees are placed at least eight (8) feet away from any utility 
lines.  

EXTERIOR LIGHTING: 

Ordinance 

F. All exterior luminaires shall have integral lighting shield and be directed downward, including 
landscape lighting.  

G. All exterior luminaires mounted eight (8) feet or higher above finished grade, shall be directed 
downward and have an integral lighting shield.  

H. All exterior luminaires mounted above three (3) feet shall be directed downward, have an integral 
lighting shield, and comply with the Illuminating Engineering Society requirement for full cutoff.  
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I. Any exterior luminaire with a total initial lumen output of greater than 1600 lumens shall have an 
integral lighting shield.  

J. Any exterior luminaire with a total initial lumen output of greater than 3050 lumens shall be 
directed downward and comply with the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IES) 
requirements for full cutoff.  

K. Sport court lighting shall be shielded to comply with Zoning Ordinance Section 7.600 and shall not 
be operated between 10:00 p.m. and sunrise.  

DRB Stipulations 

8. All exterior luminaires shall meet all IES requirements for full cutoff, and shall be aimed downward 
and away from property line except for sign and landscape lighting.  

9. Incorporate the following parking lot, sport court and site lighting into the project’s design: 

a. The maintained average horizontal luminance level, at grade on the site, shall not exceed 1.5 
foot-candles.  All exterior luminaires shall be included in this calculation  

b. The maintained maximum horizontal luminance level, at grade on the site, shall not exceed 6.0 
foot-candles.  All exterior luminaires shall be included in this calculation  

c. The initial vertical luminance at 6-foot above grade, along the entire property line shall not 
exceed 0.3 foot-candles. All exterior luminaires shall be included in this calculation.  

d. All exterior lighting shall have a color temperature of 3,000 Kelvin or less.  

e. The total lumen per luminaire shall not exceed 24,000 lumens.  

STREET INFRASTRUCTURE: 

10. All public sidewalks shall be integral colored concrete to match Davis, San Diego Buff.   

11. All curb ramps for public and pedestrian sidewalks that intersect public and private streets, or 
driveways that intersect public and private streets, shall have truncated domes that are colored to 
match Frazee Western Reserve (8617N) color, or Sherman Williams (SW7055) Enduring Bronze 
(246-C7).  

WATER AND WASTEWATER: 

Ordinance 

L. All water and wastewater infrastructure improvements shall be constructed in accordance with this 
City of Scottsdale (COS) Supplement to MAG Specifications and Details, and the Design Standards 
and Policies Manual. 

DRB Stipulations 

12. Existing water and sewer service lines to this site shall be utilized or shall be disconnected at the 
main pursuant to the Water Resources Department requirements.  

DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL: 

DRB Stipulations 

13. With the civil construction document submittal, the property owner must provide a final drainage 
report and G/D plan, demonstrating consistency with the DSPM and the case drainage report 
accepted in concept by the Stormwater Manager or designee. The SWPPP, NOI, and booklet must 
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be submitted along with the construction final plan. It is imperative to dedicate all necessary on-
site easements on the final plan/plat, ensuring compliance with city requirements. 

14. Conduct a final drainage analysis for the proposed on-site storm drain system to ensure its 
efficiency. It is crucial to verify that the system functions optimally. A hydraulic analysis is 
mandatory for the storm drain system, including details such as the energy grading line, hydraulic 
grading line, Q100 for design, pipe velocity, and slope. Additionally, provide clarification on 
whether the storm drain system is connected to the city's system. A schematic of the storm 
drainage system should be included in the final report. 

15. All headwalls and drainage structures shall be integrally colored concrete to blend with the color of 
the surrounding natural desert.  

EASEMENTS DEDICATIONS: 

DRB Stipulations 

16. Prior to the issuance of any building permit for the development project, the property owner shall 
dedicate the following easements to the City of Scottsdale on a final plat or map of dedication: 

a. A sight distance easement, in conformance with figures 5.3-26 and 5.3-27 of Section 5.3 of the 
DSPM, where a sight distance triangle(s) cross on to the property.  

b. A minimum twenty (20) foot wide Water and Sewer Facilities Easement to contain public water 
and sewer infrastructure located outside public right-of-way.  

c. Natural Area Open Space.  
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Tessier, Meredith

From: Schilling, Bethany

Sent: Monday, February 28, 2022 2:02 PM

To: James Stress

Cc: City Council; Tessier, Meredith

Subject: RE: Residents Opposition to Proposed Expanded Development, Case Number 479-

PA-2021.

Good Afternoon Mr. Stress,  

 

Thank you for reaching out to City Council with your concern for the Desert Foothills Lutheran Church proposal. This 

proposal is currently in the preliminary phase and holding an Open House prior to their formal Development Review 

Board application submittal. The Open House will be on March 15th, 2022 at 7pm at the location of the proposal.  

 

Again, thank you for contacting City Council. We will make certain your input is included with all public comment should 

this project move forward for council’s vote. 

 

Very Respectfully,  

 

Bethany Schilling 

Management Assistant to the Mayor and City Council 

Office of Mayor David D. Ortega 

3939 N. Drinkwater Blvd 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

Phone: 480.312.7977 

Email: bschilling@scottsdaleaz.gov 

 

 

From: James Stress <jstress@cox.net>  

Sent: Monday, February 28, 2022 10:37 AM 

To: City Council <CityCouncil@scottsdaleaz.gov> 

Cc: Jeff & Debbie Weigers <jwiegers@cox.net>; Gary Solomon <garybsolomon@me.com>; George Richards 

<grichards@aol.com>; marilynn@cogsaz.net 

Subject: Residents Opposition to Proposed Expanded Development, Case Number 479-PA-2021. 

 


���External Email: Please use caution if opening links or attachments!  

Respectfully  

 

I will attend the City council meeting 03/01/2022 to briefly address our residents opposition to the expansion of the 

Desert Foothills Lutheran Church, Project Case Number 479-PA-2021. 

 

This proposed development does not serve the residents of this quite Scenic community and , in our opinion, negatively 

impacts the quiet desert community we have built and which Scottsdale strives to preserve. 

 

Regard 

 

James Stress 

jstress@cox.net 

29450 N 74th Street 

mtessier
Text Box



1

Tessier, Meredith

From: Marilynn Atkinson <marilynn.a@cox.net>

Sent: Sunday, February 27, 2022 11:20 AM

To: James Stress; marilynn@cogsaz.net

Cc: Jeff & Debbie Weigers; Gary Solomon; steve@barduson.com; Tessier, Meredith; George 

Richards

Subject: Re: Desert Foothills Lutheran Church Development; Unwanted


���External Email: Please use caution if opening links or attachments!  

I forward your email to 2 members (Howard and Copper) on our board that live in your area who can 

give you the information you need.  My Best, Marilynn 

 

------ Original Message ------ 

From: "James Stress" <jstress@cox.net> 

To: marilynn@cogsaz.net 

Cc: "Jeff & Debbie Weigers" <Jwiegers@cox.net>; "Gary Solomon" <garybsolomon@me.com>; 

steve@barduson.com; "MTessier@scottsdaleaz.gov" <MTessier@scottsdaleaz.gov>; "George 

Richards" <grichards@aol.com> 

Sent: 2/25/2022 9:29:26 AM 

Subject: Desert Foothills Lutheran Church Development; Unwanted 

 

Marilynn   

 

I am one of the residents of the Neighborhood who’s quality of life will be negatively affected by this 

proposed devlopment. 

 
We have another Church wanting to expand in our development by building a commercial enterprise . This is 

NOT a religious right nor a community service we want. It would also negatively impact all resident quality of 

life, and the character of this North Scottsdale Desert community. 

 

How do I proceed and what can you do to support us legally to AGAIN stop this unwanted development in 

North Scottsdale? 

 

Lets talk 

 

Jim 

 

 

 

James Stress 

jstress@cox.net 

29450 N 74th Street 

Scottsdale, AZ 85266 

602 549 2764 
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