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Presentation and discussion regarding Scottsdale General 
Plan 2035 as it relates to goals, policies and 
implementation items associated with environmental 
sustainability. 

Tonight's Item
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The General Plan is:
• Community Vision/City Policy

• Community-wide Goals
• Guides Decisions
• Legal Mandate

• Framework for More Specific Planning
• Establishes the Mixture/Location of Land 

Uses

What is a General Plan?
The General Plan is NOT:
• Zoning 

• Rigid or Static
• Budget
• Specific Project

• Capital Project
• Master Plan
• “Just the land use map”
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Required under ARS 9-461.05
• Effective up to 10 years

• Update required every 10 years 
• Enhanced Public Outreach
• Planning Commission Recommendation
• City Council Adoption
• Voter Ratification

General Plan 2035
• City Council Adopted June 8, 2021
• Ratified by public vote November 2, 2021

Arizona State Statutes & 
General Plan 2035
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• Airport Advisory Commission

• Development Review Board

• Scottsdale Environmental Advisory 
Commission

• Historic Preservation Commission

• Human Relations Commission

• Human Services Commission

Citizen Review Committee Appointments

• Industrial Development Authority 
Board

• Library Board
• McDowell Sonoran Preserve 

Commission
• Neighborhood Advisory Commission
• Parks & Recreation Commission
• Tourism Development Commission
• Transportation Commission

Boards and Commissions with General Plan related content:
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Focus on environmental resources and open spaces. 

• Five state-mandated elements:
• Open Space
• Environmental Planning
• Conservation
• Water Resources 
• Energy 

Sustainability & 
Environment Chapter
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Topics covered include open space types, the 
Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve, and open 
space management. 
• Goals Include (  Indicates State Statute Required):
Goal OS 1 Provide open space types‡

Goal OS 2 Fulfill Preserve initiative

Goal OS 3 Preserve natural open spaces

Goal OS 4 Maintain a continuous open space system

Goal OS 5 Provide developed open space opportunities

Goal OS 6 Relate to land use and character

Goal OS 7 Manage open space‡

Goal OS 8 Acquire, expand, improve open spaces‡

Goal OS 9 Expand the regional open space system‡

Open Space Element 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recognizes Scottsdale as stewards of parks and open spaces.

Per Arizona Revised Statutes (9-461.05 (D)) the General Plan SHALL include an Open Space Element. The Open Space element SHALL include the following: a) An inventory of open space areas, recreational resources and designations of access points to open space areas and [recreational] resources; b) An analysis of forecasted [open space] needs; c) Policies for managing and protecting open space areas; and d) Resources and implementation strategies to acquire additional open space areas and further establish recreational resources. 
 
The State Statute (9-461.06 (N)) prohibits the city from designating private land or State Trust Land as open space, recreation, conservation or agriculture, unless the city has written consent or provides an alternative, economically-viable designation in the General Plan that allows at least one residential dwelling per acre. Land that was zoned as open space and used as a golf course before May 1, 2000, may be designated as open space in the General Plan. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Open Space Element includes a new policy to support the goal of providing four primary public/private open space types that addresses:
The Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve (OS 1.1)
The Open Space Element includes new policies to support the goal of fulfilling the Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve initiative that address:
Ensuring development adjacent to the Preserve respects its unique location (OS 2.2)
Consideration of wildlife corridors, habitat, and trail crossings when planning future mobility routes (OS 2.4)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Open Space Element includes new policies to support the goal of providing open space and outdoor opportunities in neighborhoods that address:
Ensuring accessibility to community members (OS 5.1)
Locating open spaces within Growth/Activity Areas and neighborhoods (OS 5.2)
Creating new, or connecting/expanding existing, open spaces when redevelopment occurs (OS 5.3)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Open Space Element includes a new policy to support the goal of relating open spaces to surrounding land uses and character that addresses:
Providing ample shade in open space areas (OS 6.5)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Open Space Element includes new policies to support the goal of acquiring/expanding/improving open spaces for public use that address:
Ensuring interconnectivity of trails and streets (OS 8.7)
Actively renovating as well as adding more trees and shade within parks and recreation facilities, and Growth and Activity Areas (OS 8.8)

Notably, at City Councils last work study session has discussed creating the McDowell Sonoran Preserve as a standalone land use designation to further reinforce and protect the initiatives created by Prop 420. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve Map (Page 82); updated to align with Case 19-ZN-2014 as well as the disposition of “existing” vs “planned” trailheads; and, 
Visually Significant Roadways Map (Page 83); aligning map with draft policy within the element and more accurately depicting the locations of the various Roadway types.
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Topics covered in this element include Sonoran Desert 
habitat protection, air quality, recycling, green building, 
and water quality
• Goals Include (  Indicates State Statute Required):
Goal EP 1 Protect and enhance habitats

Goal EP 2 Demonstrate environmental stewardship

Goal EP 3 Improve air quality‡

Goal EP 4 Expand recovery, reuse, and recycling 

Goal EP 5 Encourage environmentally sound design

Goal EP 6 Surpass water quality standards‡

Goal EP 7 Reduce heat islands

Goal EP 8 Plan, prepare, adapt for climate impacts

Environmental Planning Element

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This element provides goals and policies for protecting and enhancing the quality of Scottsdale’s natural and human habitats for future generations.

Per Arizona Revised Statutes (9-461.05 (D)) the General Plan SHALL include an Environmental Planning Element. The Environmental Planning Element SHALL include the following:  a) Analyses, policies and strategies to address anticipated effects, if any, of plan elements on air quality, water quality and natural resources associated with proposed development under the general plan; and b) Policies and strategies designed to have community-wide applicability. c) The Environmental Planning Element SHALL NOT require the production of an additional environmental impact statement or similar analysis beyond the requirements of state and federal law. 

For comparative purposes, the Conservation Element SHALL be designed for the conservation, development and utilization of natural resources, including forests, soils, rivers and other waters, harbors, fisheries, wildlife, minerals, and other natural resources. The Conservation Element may also cover the reclamation of land, flood control, prevention/control of water pollution, regulation of use of land in stream channels/other areas, erosion prevention, control and protection and protection of watersheds. 

In addition, the Energy Element SHALL include policies that encourage and provide incentives for efficient use of energy and policies and practices that provide for greater use of renewable energy sources. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Environmental Planning Element now includes recognition of climate change (Element introduction, page 105).
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Environmental Planning Element includes new policies to support the goal of expanding the city’s leadership in environmental stewardship and sustainability that address:
Educating on the significance of the Sonoran Desert environment (EP 2.1)
Encouraging the community to maintain and enhance environmental features/landscapes (EP 2.2)
Fostering community stewardship (EP 2.3)
Updating Scottsdale’s Green Building Program (EP 2.4)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Environmental Planning Element includes new policies to support the goal of improving air quality that address:
Reducing activities that contribute to air pollution (EP 3.4)
Reducing the community’s contribution to dust/particulate air pollution (EP 3.5)

The Environmental Planning Element includes new policies to support the goal of maximizing the circular economy that address:
Striving for zero waste in city operations (EP 4.3)
Utilizing paperless media (EP 4.4)
Ensuring the recycling/reuse of building materials (EP 4.5)
Supporting regional waste reduction (EP 4.6)
Supporting opportunities to use solid waste as a marketable commodity (EP 4.7)
Reducing single-use, non-recyclable/compostable packaging (EP 4.8)
Promoting zero waste certified events (EP 4.10)
Promoting green purchasing practices (EP 4.11)
Promoting commercial/multi-family recycling and green waste diversion (EP 4.12)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Environmental Planning Element includes updated and new policies to support the goal of encouraging green buildings and low-impact site plans that address:
Increasing the use of green infrastructure (EP 5.2)
Utilizing green building principles (EP 5.3)
Utilizing design strategies that respond to the Sonoran Desert climate (EP 5.4)

The Environmental Planning Element includes new policies to support the new goal of reducing heat islands (EP 7) that address:
Identifying areas impacted by the heat island effect (EP 7.1)
Incorporating development strategies to help reduce the heat island effect (EP 7.2)
Increasing vegetation and shading (EP 7.3)
Promoting management and maintenance of urban-area vegetation (EP 7.4)
Limiting unnecessary asphalt (EP 7.5)
Educating the community on heat island reduction measures (EP 7.6)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Environmental Planning Element includes new policies to support the new goal of adapting for significant climate impacts on city infrastructure and operations (EP 8) that address:
Creating a Climate Action and Resiliency Plan (EP 8.1)
Following best practices for heat mitigation (EP 8.4)
Reducing transportation carbon emissions (EP 8.5)
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Topics covered in this element include natural 
resource management, water conservation, 
stormwater management and biodiversity
• Goals Include (  Indicates State Statute Required):
Goal CONSV 1 Achieve a sustainable balance‡

Goal CONSV 2 Protect ecosystems‡

Goal CONSV 3 Protect watersheds‡

Goal CONSV 4 Conserve water‡

Goal CONSV 5 Minimize erosion‡

Conservation Element 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This element guides Scottsdale’s resource conservation efforts to provide a healthy and diverse environment for current and future generations.

Per Arizona Revised Statutes (9-461.05.E.1) the General Plan SHALL include a Conservation Element. The Conservation Element SHALL be designed for the following: a) Conservation, development and utilization of natural resources, including: a. Forests b. Soils c. Rivers and other waters d. Harbors e. Fisheries f. Wildlife g. Minerals  h. Other natural resources. The Conservation Element MAY also cover: a) The reclamation of land b) Flood control c) Prevention and control of the pollution of streams and other waters d) Regulation of the use of land in stream channels and other areas required for the accomplishment of the conservation plan e) Prevention, control and correction of the erosion of soils, beaches and shores f) Protection of watersheds. 
 
It should be noted that, while the Conservation Element was included in the 2001 General Plan, it was embedded within the Preservation and Environmental Planning Element. The draft 2035 General Plan separates Conservation and Environmental Planning as separate elements so as to meet State Statute requirements directly and more appropriately address both topics. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Conservation Element includes new policies to support the goal of protecting native ecosystems that address:
Maintaining natural washes as wildlife corridors (CONSV 2.3)
Restoring habitats (CONSV 2.4)
Preventing and controlling invasive species (CONSV 2.5)
Incorporating wildlife habitat elements into park design (CONSV 2.6)
Promoting non-chemical pest management strategies (CONSV 2.7)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Conservation Element includes new policies to support the goal of protecting watersheds that address:
Educating on pollution prevention (CONSV 3.5)
Implementing pollution management techniques (CONSV 3.6)
The Conservation Element includes new policies to support the goal of conserving water that address:
Exploring water conservation and reuse technologies (CONSV 4.8)
Revising requirements that hinder water conservation practices (CONSV 4.9)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Conservation Element includes new policies to support the new goal of preventing the erosion of watercourses (CONSV 5) that address:
Discouraging grading of entire sites (CONSV 5.1)
Controlling erosion through the placement of native plants (CONSV 5.2)
Restoring erosion-damaged areas to previous conditions (CONSV 5.3)




27

Topics covered in this element include long-term 
water supply and drought preparation
• Goals Include (  Indicates State Statute Required):

Goal WR 1 Ensure long-term water supplies‡
Goal WR 2 Prepare for climatic impacts

Water Resources Element

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This element ensures that Scottsdale continues to provide safe, reliable, and quality drinking water to the community. 

Per Arizona Revised Statutes (9-461.05.D.5) the General Plan SHALL include a Water Resources Element that addresses the following: a) The known legally and physically available surface water, groundwater and effluent supplies; b) The demand for water that will result from future growth projected in the general plan, added to existing uses; and,  c) An analysis of how the demand for water that will result from future growth projected in the general plan will be served by the water supplies identified in subdivision (a) of this paragraph or a plan to obtain additional necessary water supplies. 
 
It should be noted that, while a Water Resources Element was included in the 2001 General Plan, it was embedded within the Public Services and Facilities Element. The draft 2035 General Plan separates Water Resources out as separate Elements so as to meet State Statute requirements directly and more appropriately address this topic. Accordingly, the draft 2035 Water Resources meets the requirements of Arizona Revised Statutes as discussed above, whereas, elements such as Environmental Planning and Conservation – discuss the conservation and protection of water and water courses. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Water Resources Element includes new policies to support the new goal of preparing for impacts on the water supply (WR 2) that address:
Educating the community on drought and emergencies affecting the water supply (WR 2.1)
Monitoring drought conditions (WR 2.2)
Minimizing the impacts of drought on residents (WR 2.3)
Communicating procedures/resources to the community in a drought event (WR 2.4)
Updating the Drought Management Plan (WR 2.5)
Performing water-use audits of city facilities (WR 2.6)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Water Resources Map (Page 102) within the Water Resources Element has been updated to include information required by State Statutes.
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Topics covered in this element include energy 
efficiency, city facilities, and renewable energy 
sources.
• Goals Include (  Indicates State Statute Required):
Goal E 1 Become a net-zero community

Goal E 2 Reduce energy consumption

Goal E 3 Promote energy efficiency

Goal E 4 Increase energy efficiency of city facilities

Goal E 5 Develop renewable energy sources‡

Energy Element

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This element seek to balance the energy needs of consumers with the sustainability of the community’s renewable and non-renewable energy sources

Per Arizona Revised Statutes (9-461.05.F.10) the General Plan SHALL include an Energy Element that includes the following: a) A component that identifies policies that encourage and provide incentives for efficient use of energy; and, b) An assessment that identifies policies and practices that provide for greater uses of renewable energy sources.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Energy Element includes a new policy to support the goal of increasing the energy efficiency of city facilities by achieving net zero energy in city operations (E 4.6).
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Implementation is the goal of the General Plan
• Recommend measures to put the Plan into effect

• Promote public interest and understanding

• Communicate with other public officials, agencies and 
organizations

• Develop specific plans to implement the General Plan

• To receive and utilize grants or other financial assistance

• Render an annual report to City Council on the status of 
the General Plan 

• Create and maintain a Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP)

Implementation Chapter

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Implementation Chapter includes updated and adjusted timing as it relates to Sustainability & Environment (Page 231) programs.
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Current Work Of SEAC
• Supported Energy Efficiency & Clean Fuel Updates;
• Supported Green Building Program/Energy & Building Code

Review/Update; and
• Supporting initiatives or efforts to further the city in its ability to establish

a Sustainability/ Resiliency Plan:
o Arizona State University and the Rob and Melani Walton Sustainability

Solutions Services (RMWSSS) Strategies for a Cooler Scottsdale Study;
o Working with ASU/RMWSSS to define the scope of work for the

development of the Scottsdale Sustainability Plan; and
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Keyword “General Plan”
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Environmental Sustainability 

Scottsdale Environmental Advisory Commission
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